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TO 

Sir WILLIAM BAKER, Knfc 
•WILL'IAM' MABB0T, 

-. . A N D \ 

JOHN PAVNE, Efqrs. 

Gentlemen^ 

TH E following fmall Trails, in con- 
fcquence of unprovoked iqjuries, were 
liaAlly thrown together^ during the late cla- 
jnoi^us difputes between Dtret^ors, Proprie-i 
tors, and Candidates for the management of 
£aft-India affairs at Jioine and abroad. — How 
they came to be fo haftity produced, and as 
haiUiy publtffaed, it feems requifite I fhould 
explaiaa little more at larger 

At the begmning of tbefe intefthie broilsi 
I was determined to avoid engaging on either 
fide ; and, to fhirn IbHcitation, I difpofed of 
all the ftocfc'l flood poflefled of, without 
detaining as much as mjght entitle me to a, 
lingle vote ; fo trulj^ defirous I was to enjoy 
A % in 



w Ijedication. 

-in qukt that pesoeM I 'c iuem e n tt I had dc artj r 
purchafed at the expence of fo many dUEcuI- 
tieS) nuTertes, and besify misfortunes as fell 
to my lot, while in the fervice of the 
pcwppany, '.'-'' ... 

SucH^ I ia^, were my rdbtuttonf, tck 
which I ihould moft flri^ly have adhered^ 
if I had not found my chara<fter firfl indi- 
reftly, afterwards opeoly attacked, by the 
bafeft: calumnies, which were levelled igziafi 
me in a manner, fudden, unmerited and uq- 
cxpedted. 

' Untjer thefe circumftances, there wak a 
heceffity of fpeaking for myfelf, and, which 
was ftiU more tinpleafing, I found myfelf 
likevife- oonftrained to enter upon my vin- 
dicati<Mi without delay. — The pungency of 
thefe aceufationfi — ' the precipitancy of the 
times, and a dtl|iorition to take every thing 
for granted that was not immediately refuted; 
obliged me not only to difpatch them as 
quickly as was pollible, but alio to produce 
titem in like hurry to the publick eye. 

It was from thefe- stcddeats, which I could 

not either forefee or avoid, that t^ey came 

into the world not fo well digefted, »ijd with 

much le& accuracy, thau the G«ad>i part of 

2 mankind 
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ian p)e in^ have a right fa» cxpe& is every {ho- 
jlu&ioa fhil dJwM tfaurconfideration, and is 

To the lame caufes I may very jufily. refer 
thofe errdrs of the prefs, which were in fome 
of them fo numerous as fcarce to leave thi; 
fcnfe intelligible ; to fay nothing of other 
xniftakes in ortliography and didiioe, all aril'- 
Wg ft^m the utter impeffihility of allowing 
. Vie tiive requisite to revife and eorreft tfa$ 
proof ibfirtJ. ; 

It is from a juft fcnfe tff thef? involui>* 
tary imperfe^ons, that I have ]>ecn led to 
review, to reform, and to caft ioto fomewhat 
a different ihape, thefe little pieces, that were 
thus expofcd ; and to render ihem ftJU clearer 
and more fatisfaftof-y, I have added fome 
other TraSsj which, however feafqnable, I 
had not the leifure to prepare, and ■whicbj 
from my obferring the obfcurity arifing from 
their omillion, I conceived it my duty to add 
as foon as o|^rtunity would permit. 

- Mt narrattve of the fatal cataftrophe at 
Calcutta, and that unexampled fcene of 
borror Co which fo many Aibjofb of Great 
Britain were e^nfed in the prUbn of the 
Slack- 
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-fi D ED tOA T ION. 

Blsck-Hole, has.;fo clafe .a conned^ with 
one of the .piecenhat precede it, as fcarce 
to require an apolo^ for r.eprintiog it in 'this 
edition; prefixing, as a frontifpiece to. the 
Volume, a Print of the Monument which I 
ere£led, at my own expence, to the memory 
of thofs unhappy fufferers. 

Many, if not moft of the ^matters con* 
tained in thefc fheets, are to you, Gentlemen, 
very well known, as having been often the • 
fubjeft of your deliberations ; and, there- 
fore, to whom could I fo properly addrefs 
them as to yourfelvcs ? — Two of you firft 
incited my endeavours, and direfted my 
labours for the Company's intereft. — Mr. 
Payne, with the lame diftinguiJhed zeal, 
encouraged and fupported them ; a zeal 
truly difinterefted, for I was a ftranger to 
you all ; fo that you could have no motive 
to the favour you beftowed, and the pro- 
teSion you fo generoufly afforded me, ex- 
cept the warm and pure regard which you 
ever fliewed, rather than profefled, for thai: 
refpeftable body, whofe concerns were then 
committed to your care. 

You have. Gentlemen, frequently done 
me the honour to fay, I did not difgrace 

your 
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your patronage, or dLTappoint your favour- 
able expe^tions : to me this \ras the moll 
ample reward — but I could not help think- 
ing there yet fcmained fomething due on my 
part ; and that I ought to attempt the jufti- 
fytng your choice to the knowing, the 
ingenuous, and the judicious world. 

This became more efpecially incumbent 
on me, when I found Envy and Malice 
arraign the charader of him, whom you had 
efpoufed, and whom you had fo long ho- 
noured with your friendihip, —~— This, I 
thought, I could not better effe£t than by 
publifhing the following Pieces. 

With all pofHble fubmiflion, I lay them 
in their new drefs before you, as thereby I 
am favoured with what I have long and 
ardently wiflied, an opportunity of giving 
this public teftimony of a grateful heart, for 
the many and repeated proofs I have received 
pf your refpeilable patronage. 

I am, 

.Gentlemen, 

Your mod obliged, and 
moft obedient humble fervant, 

MoDot Fdix, 

HPJ... .p..ita~,, J. Z. H O L W E L L. 

J«Jy 3, 1764. ^ 

• '— H>8l'-- 
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EXPLANATIO-N 'of (certain Persian and 
Moorish Terms in ihc following Sheets. 

A. 

JMDANNT and ^fftaioty — Imports and E^ 
ports. 
Arzgee — A Petition — -ATzdapit-AAztBL. : . ' , 
j^amMees—DeHtr$ in different Branches of Tfade. 

■ B. ■ ■.-,.■ •.' 

jBoJlka Bazar — Formerly the Oftend FsAoiy. 
Begum — Princefs — meaning without Care 
Buxey—A Paymafter of Troops. 
Buckfirrias — Foot Soldiers whofe ' commoh Arms 
are Sword and Tai^t only. 

. C 

Cbifxk^s — Guards at the Stairs, or Landing-places. 

Cbinam — Lime. 

toffid — A Foot-meflenger, or Poft. " • ■ ■ 

Chubda(^—^r^ Uflier. ' 

Ceol^ — A Porter. 

Cio«f— A Fourth Part. 

A Cofs, br Corfe — A Meafure from two Miles to 
two Miles and Half. 

^ Corore of Rupees — An hundred Lack, or one Mil- 
lion Sterling. 

. D. 

De-a/an — King's Treafurcr. 

Dewanv) — Superintendancy over liw Royal Rc- 

■ venues. 
Duffutary — An Impoft often per Cent, 
purbar — Court or Council, and fometimes a Levee 

only. 
Decoyt — A Robber. 
Dummaiab — A River. 

B z Fouizdar 
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Fawjxdat' — A MiliEarjr Officer. 

O. 

Cama/iah — Faftor or Agent. 
Gwailers — Carriers of PalanqujiUf 
Gwgtf— Grain-Market. 

H. 

ffaekenes~~Cans or Coaches drawn by Oxeit 

I 
70M JVS^MV— A Village fb called. 
Jaggemaut — The Geatoo Paaoda. 
Jmmautdatr^hxi Officer of the iame Rank wit!^ 
the Roman Ceniurion. 

M. 
MofhuSca — An pbHg^tion with aPenahy annexed^ 
Meanpiee~—Pi. Pcrfian Secfeiary^ 
Mufnud — Throne. 
Momes — Writen. 
AfofOK^A grolJs Weight betwecii 70 and 80 Founds. 

N. 
Negrat^-A new Settlement at oqcof (he Pf gij Iflands. 
Noiut — A Drum, a Mark of Royalty affumed b.y 
the Subahs of Bengal, 

P. 

Perwannah — An Order or Command^ fofBciimes 

a Grant. 
Purranta — In the Province of BcngaU » Naboblhip 

fubordinatt to the Subah. 
Phirmauitd — A Royal Mandate, or Grant. 
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i^Jtes—i^Bctri rdadK ta the Serirke of the Lands. 
Prnfioajs — Guard-Boats. 
pMiir or Sbref-^A Moticy-chatiger. 
Pwwj-^Infantry. 
Petlabs — Grants. 

PenJary^ Foorat-^Fumcn diftin^ Allottahces on 
Graia at the Gunge. 

R. 
RuiMub—D'J^€t for the Ro^al Gartie. 

SefTj Cbttacy Mattnd—¥oTVf Seer is one Maund, 
and Gxteen CheU€ one Seer< 

T. 
TeUHga—T\K Camatic Country oit the Coaft of 
Coromande). 

fatikfal^A Mint for Coinage. 
Tamers and Bttzhudgea—Yona on the River Ganges. 
Tmiabs — Aflignments upon Lands. 
fuzfaeomta, GnuM^^Wardrobe and Seraglio. 

V. 
Fa^el—Ungli^ Agent or Refldent at the Nabob's 

Court. 
Vizerut—Thc Grant for the VifierQiip. 

W. 

tyazetJ'^A CMiliderable Mahometan Merchant who 

leiided at Hougley upon the Ganges. 

Z. , 

Zemin — Ground— ^awib^^^— Relative to Lands. 
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A D D R fc S S 

t O T tl E 

Proprietors of East IndIa Stock; 



Gentlemen and Ladjes; 

I KNOW noc any body of people in the kingdom 
fo much to be pided, or (a defervcdly the ob>- 
jeit of atteiuiori, ac this peHodj as yourfelves : 
ftrangers to the fccrct fprings and workings of the 
great machine you are embarked iti« you muft be 
alfo ftrangers to the nature of its defeits^ and in- 
fcapable of applying proper remedies to its irregular, 
and conlequcntly deflru&ive motions. 

Thofe intrufted with the conduft of your con- 
cerns at home, diftrafted and divided in their 
councils; your Agents abroad, in the lame un- 
happy divifions and animofities ; a general Couit 
at hand, where it is to be feared, not one in a 
hundred of you Will be able to form any clear idea 
of the matters to be difculled : What falutary eSc&s 
then can be expected from its rcfolutions, in your 
prefent uninformed ftate ? 

I will not begin fo endlels a work as the invefti- 

gatingi from their or^jioal fource, the variouv 

B 4 com- 
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combined caiifcs, which gave rife to thefe dificn-' 
vans, as ic would anTwer no one ufeful-purpofe u 
prefent: an honeft indignation, and true r^ard 
for the welfare of the Company provokes my pen, 
to refcuc you from imprelHons, the bcft and moft 
fenliblc are fomettmes liable to, from mifreprefen- 
tation, artful inve£):ive, plaufible, fpccious, though 
fallacious argument, and cruel infinuation ; aiough 
oftbefeare, at this particular junfture,' thrown out 
to amufe and blind you, by fome no better ac- 
quainted with the fubjeds they write and fpeak on, 
than moft of yourfelvcs.- 

The produftions of paltry fcriblers arc beloxy 
mine, and every .gentleman's notice, (fuch as ap- 
peared in a laie evening paper ;) but when men c^ 
lenfe, virtue and character, and others who have 
polTelTed high and diftinguilhed ftations and emolu- 
ments in your fervice, join the cry, and help to 
keep up and increafe this anarchy in your anairs, 
it is time to guard you, not only againft the venom 
of their pens, but their tongues alfo ; for, from 
them there may be danger. 

That your alfairs have been brought to-the brink 
of ruin, is moft certain, and pofTibly by this time 
(tho* God forbid; you may not have a foot of land, 
nor a rupee of property, in the three provinces of 
Bengali a difmal and alarming protpcA.— The 
queltion is. What is the real an.l moie iinmediate 
caute of this melancholy fituation ? If you hearken 
to tlie preftrnt torrent of abufe, you will be told, 
.the revolution which dcpofed Mhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan, and fet-up his ion-in-law, Kollim Aly Khan> 
in the year 1760, is ftained with unparaikkd in- 
famy, and is tJic caiifc of every fublequent mifchicf 
10 you : you are fuEther told, this change will be . 
rxpiaiiwd to you /rem the mojt undoubted autboritf^ 
and tniatifsjerable arguments: but nothing of tlus 
Jtiml ytrt jppears to.enlighten you.- ^ 

. - , From 
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From another quarter you are informed, your 
Courc of Dircftors arc culpable.— Thofc who (hooc 
in the dark, may Arc boldly indeed, not bdng im- 
mediately liable ro difcovcry j but then they may 
be fometimes liable to miftakc chcir aim — the 
charge againlt them is couched in the follow- 
ing terms : •* Your Court of Direftors at home* 
** pleafcd with the prefent advantages, never exa- 
■* mined the means by which they were obtained, 
" or whence the neceflities arofe that were pleaded 
•* in excufc of the revolution." — I (hould be grieved 
you could imagine I am fet down to ibrm an apo- 
logy for the whole condud of your Court of Di- 
re^rs.— Far 'be it from mc — but as I know their 
judgment on, and fan6tion given to this revolution, 
were the refult of mature examination, both as to 
the means, and necetlities that produced it, it would 
be difhonclt in me not to fay (b -, and I will venture 
to pronounce, that before I ciofc this Addrtfs to 
you, yourfelves will acquit them of this charge, and 
be convinced their conduA,- as to this particular 
tranladion, was ftriftly confident, not only with 
your iniercft but hcnour-^nor wilt I doubt, but 
this revolution will, in the fi-quel, refletft honour 
and credit on every one of your fervatits who hacl 
a part in it. 

To vindicate the revolution of 1760, is the talk I 
n<?w impofe upon myfclf, not only for your infcr- 
mation, (ihougii I confcfs that to be a moving, and 
-at this lime a very eflcntial confidcration) but alfo 
in julliHcation of my lelfj who, it is very well 
knowa, hud fo large a {hare in it, and in defence 
of one of the beft and moll capable lervants yoo 
ever liad abroad. Juftice to his merits exads this 
fclltmony from me, though he fup;;rceded me in 
the governiiKnt of yonr prefidcncy of Bengal — I 
conceive Mr. Vanfittari's charatter, on this occa- 
£on, injuriouily traduced j he is not here, to vindi- 
cate 
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cate hifflfelf I it u therefore incumbent od tile (wHd 
only can) to do it i the more cfpecially, becaufe if 
^ny juft cenfure lies agunlt.hini on account of this 
revolution, it is owing to the rcprefcntatiom laid 
before him by me, touchiog the ftate <^ the Com- 
pany's affairs at the period he came to the govern- 
ment. 

Previous to laying proofs and vouchers before 
you, it will not be amifs, to fay what I intend to 
prove. I therefore fet out with thefe pofitionsi 
Firil:> That the diftrefi; (ituation of your a^irs, as 
well as impending ruin of the provinces, made it 
unavoidably ncccfiary to dJveft Mhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan of power to do greater mifchiefs, as by a 
ferics of mal-adminiftration and cruelcics he had 
well nigh brought himfeif, his family, the pro^ 
vinces, and the Company, to dcftruftion ; fo that 
it became a reproach to the Englilh name and arms 
to fupport his tyrannic government any longer. 
Secondly, That Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was guilty 
of a breach of every article of the offcnfive and 
defcnGve treaty made with him in the year 1757* 
when he was by us promoted to the Subafliip of 
Bengal. — Thirdly, That your honour, and the ho-^ 
nour of the nation, remain inviola^ and Hand 
vnimpeached by this revolution, thou^ the coD" 
trary has been fo induftrioufly inlinuateo. 

This contelt is reducible to a very narrow coffi- 
pafs. — If the depofing Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was 
ft juft and necelTary meafure, every fubfequent op- 
pofiiion to it muft be wrong, and highly detrimen- 
tal to your imereft, trade, and poficOions ; on the' 
contrary, if you deem the depofmg MMr Jaffier 
Aly Khan, an unjulit and unneccilary meaftin;, theJ 
relioring him mtift be right, in the eye of &nQ: 
Juftice, provided fuch r^dratioo is fo drcum-^ 
ftanced, as to be brought about withoat the mani- 
&ft hazard of ruia to your affiurs.- On this vd 
a yaii 

--^>8l^ 
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jwn ifiue, and proceed to our proofs. In order to 
which, a fhort introdufirioii to fa£ts will be needful. 

In Auguft 1760, Henry Vanfittarr, Efq; ar- 
rived at Fort William, Bengal, and received the 
government. - Your aflfairs, as well as the ftate of 
the provinces, being in a moft ruinous, intricate, 
and disjointed fituadon, Mr. Holwell thoughE ic ao 
indirpenlible dutj- on him, to draw up fuch a ckar 
reprefentaliMi of thefe matters as Ihould afford that 
gentleman an immediate general idea of our poli- 
tical ftite at that period — which he accordingly 
did, in the following tern}s, introduced by a fhort 
add^fs to your fecret Committee. 

To the HonourahJe Henry Vajjsittart, Efq; Sec. 
Members of the SeleSi Committee. • 

Hon"' Sir and Sirs, 

AS my health, and the confideration of other 
circumftances, will foon oblige me torcqueft 
permiflion of the Board to rcfign the fervice, I bt^ 
leave, previous to that ftep, _to accompany this 
fliort addrefs with fuch remarks and memorials, ad 
may convey to the Honourable the I'refident, (fo 
latdy arrived among you) a knowledge of the pre- 
lent ftate and fituation of the Company's affairs, as 
they ftand connected with, or are dependant on, the 
country government of Bengal. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 
J. Z. H^ 

MEMORIAL. 

TO form a judgment of the prcfrnt ftate of 
things at Bengal, it will be needful to have 
a rctrofpcft to the late revolution of the year 1757, 
when ncccflity, and a juft refcntment for the mod 
cruel 
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ci^l injuries, obliged us to enter on a pUff to <fci 
prive Surajod Dowla of Kis government, which" 
was accordingly done, and Mhir Mahoniet Ja£er 
Aiy Khan, fixed by xis at the head of the provincesi 
on certain conditions, and under a treaty of alli- 
ance, oflTcnfivc and defensive. 

A fliort fpacc fully proved how enwortliy the 
family thus raifed to the Subalhip were : the condi- 
tions of the treaty could not be obtained from [be 
iSuba, without,- in amanncr, being extortedfrom him v 
and by a thoufend fbifts and evafions, it was plaits 
lio fingle article would ever have been complied 
with, had the Suba been tnveft-ed with fufficienc 
power to prevent it, or could he have divefted 
himfclfof his own fears and apprelKnUons frooiou^ 
relentmcnt. 

Tunka's on the liiidi were, however, granted 
for payment of the ftipulated fums, at ftaKatinJcs* 
by- which the Roy Koyen, for ColleAor of the 
Revenues) and the Dewans, Mutfoodics, &cc. (da- 
pendents of that office) with every harpy emplojwi 
m th: 2^mindary or lands, became our implacable 
enemies ; and confequcntly, 

A party was foon raifed at the Durbar, headed 
by the Suba's fon Mhiran, and Raja Raage Bui- . 
lob, who were daily planning fchemes, toOiakeoff 
thtir depcndance on the HngliQi, and continually 
urging to the Suba, that until this was elfcded^ 
his government Was nominal only. The Suba, 
■ fomcthing irritated, by the protcdlion given to 
llaja Doolubram, better known by the name of Roy 
Doolub, and weak and irrefolute in hin:ifelf, fell 
too foon into thefe fentimcnts. 

The firft ftep talten to accomplifli this fcheme 
t>f independence, was, to afTafCnate and cut off, 
under one pretence or another, every minlfter and 
officer at the Durbar, whom they knew were at- 
tached to the Englilh : to this purpofe, Coju 
Haady, 
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"Haadf, and Coffim Aly Khan, firft and fccpnd 
"Buxey, were aflf^flinatcdin November and Decem- 
ber 1758. After many ancmpts made on the per- 
sons of Rheim Khan and Gohm Shaw, his uncle 
mnd brother, they were at laft obliged to fcek an 
afylum with the Shaw Zadda, 1759. Roy Doolub's 
fon and four brothers were profcribed, on no otlicf 
caufe, but his known inviolable attachment tp us ^ 
this ^mily would have fallen a facrifice had they 
not been refcued out of the Suba's hands by force 
of arms. Omhir Beg Khan would, from the fame 
caufe, have fuffered the fame fate, had he not 
^vcn his folemn engagement to quit the kingdom^ 
which he accordingly did, in a miferablc ftate of 
health, and lived only to arrive at BulTorah. 

The next projed of the Durbar, appeared fby 
every fobfequentconcurring circumftance) to be « 
■fccrct negotiation with the Dutch, for tranfporring 
troops from Batavia into thcfe provinces, that with 
jheir united force a flop might be put to the power 
of the B^ngliih. This fchemc was conducted by 
Raja Raage Bullob, on the part of the Suba, and 
by Fookru Toojaar Khan (better known by the 
nameof Coja Wazecd) on the part of the Dutch, 
about Oftober or November 1758, the period when 
the Decan expedition took place under Colonel 
^"orde, and your garrifons were much reduced. 

Soon after the provinces were invaded by the 
Shaw Zadda, (undoubted heir to the Mogul em- 
pire) on the fide of Patna, and polonel Clive, with 
the Englifh troops and Seapoys, joined the Suba 
and his army, and by forced marches preJervcd 
Rajah Ramnaran fNabob of P^tna) (leady in his 
duty, and arrived juft in time to faye that city and 
province, and drive the Prince beyond the river 
Kumimnafla, and brought the Budgepoorc, &c 
countries under fubipftion. 

■ The 



D,gt,,-.rihyGOO^IC 



t 14 ] 

The Prince, -mare than once, wrotcto the Cokv 
ncl, offering any terms for the Company and him- 
felf, on condition the EogHlh would quit the Suba, 
.and join his arms ; but the Colonel, thinking U 
incompatible with our treaty of alliance, gave the 
Prince no encouragement. 

At the end of the campaign, in June 1759, the 
Colonel returned to us -, and about the fame time^ 
the Suba and young Nabob Mhiran arrived ac 
MuJtadabad: both, now, with full convidlion of 
pur firm attachment to his government and family, 
and of our religious regard to treaties. What fenle 
they retained ot' diefe obligations, and how -long, 
will appear by and by. 

The Suba and his fon, thinking ihemfeK-cs now 
better eftabliftietl in the government, and fcreened 
by Aich a powerful fupport as our armi, let no 
bounds to their cruelties, oppreffions, and ex- 
adlions from thofe who had any thing to be plun- 
dered of; and thefe barely received 3 check, from 
the frequent and fcvere rcmonftrances of Colonel 
Clive to the Suba, on a conduft, which he foretold 
him, ffia^, from the general detejiaiion of bis people^ 
end in the deJlruSim of himfelf, family^ and country. — • 
His troops clamr.rous for their pay, whillt the 
Suba, In place of appropriating the fums he had 
squired, by repeated aflaffinations, to the juft 
demands of his. Jummautdars and troops, laviAicd 
the fame in boundlefs extravagancies. 

About the latter end of July 1759, the young 
Nabob arrived in C-lciitla, on a pretended vifit K> 
the Colonel; but the real defign was, to negociaie, 
if polTiblc, the furrtnder of Roy Dookib, and two 
or three other articlfs, given him in charge by his 
father; fuch as, giving up the Tunka lands on 
fccuriiy, — borrowing a large fum of money : — but 
in thefe the fon proving unl'uccefsful, a member of 
(tic Board and Select Committee, was, at his defire, 

fcoc 
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fcnt t6 accompany him to the city, to reconcile the 
Suba to the negatives his Ton had. met with at Cal- 
cutta, and at the fame time to intimate to him the 
advice we had received, that a large armament was 
fitting out at Batavia, deftined for Bengal, and to 
know bis rciblution, in ca& that force arrived ia 
the river. 

He was not to be reconciled to the refufals his 
fon had mrc with, but determined to try his own 
power, and declared his intention to vifit the Colo- 
nel himfelf in September, (which he did, but with 
no more fuccel'sl he fecmed to make light of tlie 
intelligence touching the Dutch armament, and not 
to give much credit to it, though he difcovercd 
great perplexity -, however, he wrote a letter to the 
Colonel, demanding our afTiAance, by virtue <^ 
the treaty of aUiance, in cafe the Dutch troQps came 
into the river. 

The annatnent from Batavia arrived during his 
viflt at Calcutta ; his Stay after that was Ifaort, his 
mind Teemed much embarraflcd, and his whole 
fubtequent conduA gave mod undoubted proofs, 
that the Dutch force was arrived at his invitation ; 
that fuch were the fenttments of Colbnel Olive and 
his Cotuicil, appears from the narrative of our con- 
teft with the Dutch, November 1759, tranfmitted 
to the Court of Diredors, and to our feveral Ad- 
mirals : a perufal of this narrative will convince the 
impartial, that the Suba's behaviour on this occa- 
fion, was a moll dagitioos bieach of the treaty of 
alliance} and that no terms whatever flioutd have 
been prefcrved with him after fuch treachery and 
ingratitude; to which we may add, by way of il- 
luftration, the fubfequent farces carried on between 
the Nabobs and the Dutch, even until the month 
of July 1760, as fet forth in the feveral letters 
between Mr. Holwell and the Refident at Morad* 
paag, on this fubjef):, to which I refer ^ where it 

wilt 
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w.'., appear moft manifeO', that the Suba's real 
intentions never were to oppofe thefe people, though 
he was from time to time catling upon us, and de- 
manding afliftaoce, by virtue of tl>e treaty of alli- 
ance fubfifting between him and the EnglUh :— . 
witncls the private orders and inftrud:ioDs given to 
his fon-iti-law, Mhir Mahomet CofTim Aly Khan, 
lb oppofite to the public orders given to amule and 
deceive us, when he was fent down co demolilb the 
new worlcs at Chinfura, the apparent delay in which 
drew much ccnfure upon that General^ until the 
truth was known. 

In 'the beginning of the year 1760, the Shaw 
Zadda invaded the provinces again, with a force 
more. relpe(5):able than in the preceding one, both 
4ft troops' and commanders, by the revolt of Coni' 
gar Kban, Golam Shaw, Rhdm Khan, and others t 
the Suba, by this time, having made tumfelf and 
family (o univerfally hated, that wc may juftly fay, 
there was hardly a man in the province that did ooc 
wifli fuccefs to the Prince. 

Cobnel Clive nrfigned the government c^rly iit 
February 1760, about which dme the Morattors 
entered the province from the Ibuthward, and pe-- 
netrated Burdomaan country, making a confide- 
rabte diverfion in favour of the Prince; the Suba 
demanded a body of our troops, Seapoys and field 
arrillcry, for defence of his country, to join his 
army under the command of Mhir CoHIm A\y 
Khan i which were granted : — but here the fervice 
expefted, and interred by this united force, waa 
intirely fruflr^ted, by the purillantmous and con- 
tradictory orders from the Suba to that General, 
which ended at tall in commanding him to advance 
towards Cutwah, for the defence of the city, in 
place of ordering him to march to the fouthward, 
againft the Moratiors, to drive tlicin out of the 
country : ^nd this in oppofition to the ftrongeft 
3 remonftrances 
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t«mo&ftranceinl2deagainftit, bjrMr. Holwcll uhI 
Mhir CpOim AI7 Khui i thus the couotry fell a 
prey to the MorattorSf and a total flop was put to 
the collection of our Tunkas, on whicK was our 
dependence and expedatioii, for the fcrvice of the 
year. (yid. Military. Correfpondeoer, Feb. and 
Mar. i7i5o.') 

Our troops, under command of Major CailUfld, 
in conjunflion with the Si^'s armyf conunaodcd 
by his fon Mhiran, had takcii the field fome time 
before Colonel Ciivc's depanure for Europe, and 
Ihapcd their rout towards Fatna, whilft the Suba 
remained in the neighbourhood of Rajamaal, a 
check upon Cuddcim Hoilein Khan, Nabob oi 
Pumea. 

A rccutar and particular detail of the ti'aniai^ioiu 
of this laborious camp^o, will liot be expected 
here* as the progrefs of it wtll prefent itlclf in the 
courfe of the military correfpondcnce, laid before 
the Select Comtnittee i therefore general remarks 
on the fuccefsi cffe&s, and probable con£fqucnces, 
will fuffice. 

This carnpa^n^ like the former ones, produced 
no dc£niuve adion* or ftrokej to lay the kaA 
foundation of peace to the provinces : io thflcourfe^ 
of it, three morally fure, and important c^por- 
tunitiCf were loft by the cowardice of both Na> 
bobs.— -The iirft, when Mhiran refuled . to join 
M^or CailUud with bit hoHe, in the itnmedfiate. 
purfuit.of the Prince, w^ dcfeaud. ncarPatoa.— 
The fecond>^ when the Suba refuied to comply 
with the Major's requeft and dcound, go crofs his, 
boric OTcr Burdomaan river, to atuck the Prince, 
when united with Sub^but, the Motattor general.-^ 
And the third, when in the laft purfuit of Oiddeim 
Hoilein Khan, the young Nabob refuftd to kad or 
detach his borle to the Major's afTiftance, by wbidi 
a^eneral adion might have been brought on \ but 
C oa 
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on the contraiy, kept Tiiriifclf encamped iBow-jt 
mile in the Major*^s rear, as if his intentions were- 
to leave our troops, without horfc, s facrifice to 
the enemy. 

■ On the near iapproacb of the Major to Patna, he- 
received a Phirmaund frdrri the Prince, of which, 
h^ a4vi(cd the Board,, and promiied to forward a- 
copy J bat no wondtr'thati m the coorfc of fo ex- 
traordinary and fatiguing a.<:ampaign, it Ihould 
efcape his memory.--ton the Shaw Zadda's arrival 
in the- Bierboheen country, (after tho- unexpcftcd 
march he formed upon his defeat near Patna) the 
Prcfelent received intelligence that tlie Suba -hacV 
aiftualiy a Vackecl in hiscamp-, arid that he was 
negotiating a feparate- treaty for himfclf. This 
appeared to have' & dangerous a tendency, that any 
means were eligible w c^tain the truth. 

The late Prcfidenr, by a third hand^ caufed 
.Affud Jummi Khan, Raja of Bicrbohcch, and his 
uncle Comgar Khan^ to.be wrote to, on this fubjeft 
of the Suba's Vackcel and treaty. — This foon pro- 
duced a- Phirmaund frojp the Prince,' inclofing' 
copy of'fheSnba's Arzdartir. The Prcfiileht made • 
lio fep\^ to the Phirmdirid, but returned a ftorr 
one to Eomgar Khan's leticr,' (which accompanied 
the Phirniaund):inrimating, ' diat copies were- of" 
Httle validicy', where origpndls were in bciligi 

' A few days; before thr prince began hilTetreat 
from- the -hilis, "the Prefi^iinc receirfed a-fecond- 
Phirmauhdffohi. him, iriclofing original Arzdafht 
from the Soba. — All that can beTaid for of ^ainft 
belief bcirfg gjven either to- the authenticity of the; 
ebpy of the original will appear on the face of 
t7ie cbn^fponcfence, in two letters from, the Prefi- 
(frnt to'tfii'Wajor, under' dates the 22d and 24th 
of hft'-A;^rTl;-'a4i'd to Mr; Hitftiii|s the Rdident ac 
l^ra'd-'baag, the 20th of * Ae fame 'month-: to' 
AdV '!TC '™r f'l"^^'^'" rcmarfcj. that if they were- 

*• ■* forgciaes, 
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fo^ries, "they have yet corroborating figiiaturei 
of truth ; and the whole tenor of the Suba's con- 
duct moft etaftly tallies with the terms of the 
Arzdaflic (or peution). But to refume the courft 
of the campaign to the prefem time. 

Batna ii relieved and fecured for the prefenc— > 
Cuddeim HolTein Khan is dqsofcd from his govern* 
ment of Pumea, and dfove out of the country, 
but ' with all his rreafure and valuable eSedts, td 
the reproach and infamy of the young Nabob's 
memory } fo that after the rains he will cafily join 
the Prince, with the eHential finews of war, money* 
the only thing he ftands iti need of to enable him 
to harrafe the provinces five years longer. 
■■' ■ The "young Nabob is taken off by lightening,— 
ind our troopt are gone into quarrers, after having 
done as-moch-OF more than coutd have been 
«lFpctted finwft men fo wretchedly fupported, by 
thofc for whofe prcfervation they endured every 
diftrefs and fatigue, and bravediiariciy of deaths. — 
■ The Prince has found ttleMi to preferve himfelf 
and forces .a footing on this fide the Soce, and 
in the neighbourhood of Patna: it is faid, Gom- 
gar Khan has forfaken the caufcof the Prince, 
which appears moft improbable j not only on 
account that he has no other chance for' ftim- 
bnrfing himfelf, but perfeverance } but ftlfo, be- 
cause we have undoubted intelligence that 3000 
of his troops have joined his nephew, AfTud Jum- 
nia Khan, who has thrown off* his allegiance to the 
Suba. — Thefe troops are certainly lodged, to make 
an early and important diverfion, at the opening 
of the nelct- campaign, by entering the Burdomaan 
eounuy as foon as the Prince begins to be in 
motion to tbe northward ; and thus our fupptics 
from thence will be again cue off, and the Com- 
pany's atfah^ reduced to the lalt extremity <^ 
diltreft, uidefs the approachiitg fiiips of the fealcHi 
C 2 relieve 
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F«ltfi^ tn, or the whole T&nkaN 6ntboR lands be 
collected during the rains. — The Utter is hardljr 
poffibie, and the former carries very liyle pr6b»« 
blHty with it.— The. lift propofal from the Saba, 
to pay our balance, and tefume his lands, is 
devoutly to be wiOied* but it is. to .be. feared he 
Jms no meaning in it. 

The various realbns urgfd ag&inft fupporting 
the pre{eiit government longer, on the pian we 
have been ibme time puribing, to the heavy tojurir 
of the Company, with various expedients to rdcoe 
then) from their mantfeft approaching ruin, are 
fcst forth at large in the military correJpOndence— • 
in letters from the Frcfidcnt to Major CaiUaud, 
under dates the 24.th and 25th of May, and 14th 
of June, and 3d of July; — toMr. Amyat, undei 
dMes the i5th and 30th of May, and ift July^ 
to. Mr. Ha^ngs, undei dates the 24tb of May,. 
and 30th of June, and sch and 8th. July. : 

. The fudden death. of tbe young Nabf^ ifmade 
I prpptr ufe of, feems to point out a middle w^, 
if ihinos- are not gone too far already, to adoiic 
any other alternative than divelling this familjt 
fropi the governoKiit ftUpgeiher.— Vide the Prefi- 
dent's letter to Mr. Haftings, oi the i6ch July, 
and to Major C^ltoud,- of the z6ch,.on' the Tub- 
jeft of % fucccfibr to the young Nabob's pofts-T. ' 
J. 2. H. . 

-, The, .foregoing Memorii], wc bdlicve, would 
^arry. lufhcicnt conviction with it. to eftahliib our 
fhrec politions, 'were wc to go no farther :— *tlie 
fa£b there dated, are faithfully recited, -and without 
f}>ag^r.ation : iif they are not, wc are open to 
^etcf.t:ion, froui one Xide or other of the prefent 
diyifion lu the Court of pire^tors i there are lead- 
it^ members in both, parties, who. can have 
(epourlc to the face of their records ,(^.c[>Ql'ultatioa& 
%a4 .committee proceedings 
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As the f«CTa! diarajcs laid aguofl- Nfhir J^fficr 
Aly Khan* in this Memorial, may, by being too 
much divided, not appear fa clear and intelligible 
as we cotild wifh, though luflicianly fo for wboni' 
it was then drawn ; we (hat), for your more ready 
compreheDAoR, throw the whole inco a regular 
connexion as follows : — Thar, very foon after bis 
advanccmcnr, he refolvcd to reduce that power 
which rai/cd htm to wealth and princely grandeur. 
—That, in ordrr to cffaa it, he began (by bafe 
aflaffinattoa.'!, or other methods) to cut off, and 
drive out of the provinces, every ofHcer and per- 
foo of importance whom he had the kaft caufe to 
furmile favoured our inccreft, or were attached co 
us.— That he hsd been fcarce fcated in his govern- 
ment, when he entered into a fecret negotiation 
with the Dutch, to iairoduce an annam«it io' 
the Frovint;s, to countera£l and deftroy our power 
and inBuence *,-<— a mcafuie as wii.ked as fooVilh.— ^i" 
That he was guilty of the deepeft deceit and 
treachery cowards us, his benefaiftors and allies, in* 
repested inftances. — That, wiiilft our ofHccrs and 
troops were fufTcring every didrefs, and hazard oi 
their lives, in defence of htm, his Ton, and country,' 
our commander in chief was bafcly and ireacher- 
oufly defcrtcd, at three different penoJs, by father 
and fon. — That he meditated a fep.-.ratc, fccrrt, 
treaty with the Shaw Zadda, and offered to facfifice 
us to the Prince, but was not (happily for us) 
believed, or heard. — That the whole term of his 
gorenunnit was an uniform chain of cru-hy, 
tyranny and oppreffion.— That (over and above 
what is charged againib him in the Memorial; he 
tneditatcd, and was near carrying into execution, 
an' infamous Iccret treaty with the Moratiors, which 
would have proved the total deft.ru6bion of the 
country, if -it had lioc been timely prevented.—^; 
Thot^.thror eyery pofiiblc Ictc and hindrance m^' 
C 3 oOf 
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our wa^, in the colleKion of our Tunka's.— That 

he encouraged, and ,wmked at, the obftru£tlons 
given to the free currency of our Calcutta Sicca's j 
by which» at times, the Company fuffered heavy 
loflb.— 

Each of chefe chains is a violation of that treaty 
which put Mhir Jafiier Aly Khan in polTefnon of 
a government of more value than many kingdoms 
of Europe, fupported by us at the cxpcnce oif our 
blood, until it became a fcandal and reproach to 
our name and nation.— But it is time we proceed 
to other proofs than bare aflertions : Thefe we fhall 
take from the correfpondence fo often referred to i 
and if, in the fcvcral vouchers we exhibit to you, 
fomc parts of your affiiirs Ihould be laid more open 
than you, or rather your Court of Dircftors, wilh— 
the neceflitymuftpleadour apology; faithfully aflur- 
iag you, that we will only touch on fuch matto's as 
may be abfokitely requifite to fupport our charge. 

Governor CUve departing for Europe the 8th 
<rf February, 1760, Mr. Holwcli fucceeded by 
his rank to the government ; the eftablifhed com- 
mittee entrufted with the condu^ of all political 
occurrences, with the country government, con- 
Cfted of the Prcfidcnt, Peter Amyatt, Efqs Ma- 
jor Caillaud, W. B. Sumner, Efq; and W. Mac- 
guire, Efq. The Major and Mr. Amyatt abfenr, 
the one in the Held, the other chief at Patna. — We 
Ihall open our proofs with a letter from the Prefi- 
deat to the Major, and that gentleman's anfwer, 
as the correfpondence between Mr. Holwell and 
Major Caillaud was only on public affairs, which 
having long ccafed to be of a fccrct nature, w* 
ttiink we cannot be juftly accufed of any breach 
of propriety in publiibing any part of that corre- 
fpondence which the public information calls for ; 
especially, as whatever we ffiaU produce from this 
quarter* will redound to that gentleman's honour. 
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SIR, for/ IfiBamt 15th February, 1760. 

ICongratnlate your fucccis in fhe redu^ion of 
Ciadacun HolTein Khan,- the particulMS of 
'which I received from the ^fabob, and dil^tched 
chem immediately to. the Colonel, though ^r too 
late for his receiving tbat {atisfa&ic»i : he was a 
good deal anxious on this head, zs he feared it 
might have been the canle of delaying your advarxe 
towards Kaiah Ramnarain. 

Subui ac the head of- about ^000 horle and a 
tfiew foot, has advanced as far as Midoapore, ajid 
^iven a general alarm to the country; they de- 
tnanded their chouc ; M they come with further 
views, their deftgns are not yet taanifefted. — Ru- 
mour, without any foundation, fays, that Rof 
Dookib has encouraged their march •, be \i fo or 
not, I have thooght it ncccHary to have a more 
than ufual watcMul -eye oTcr him ac chb junAure. 
— I have wrote the Nfbob on che fubjeA of the 
£ubut*s advance ; and gave it hiin as my opinion, 
that as he has nov nothing to apprehend from 
Purnea, hf fhould return to his capital. — If you 
judge the (ervice to the northward will admit of 
luch-a'ftep, you will enforce it. Your corrcfpon- 
<lencc will ever afford a real pleafure to hioi, who 
is wkh much efieem, Sir, 

I Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

j.Z. H. 

.^«tht IlanmrahU J..Z; HoLffiBt t, Ef^^ Fre/ideut 
and Governor of Von William. 

'. SIR, ^amp Shabfad/^ore, Feb. 27, 1760. 

,T Have been honoured with your oMiglng favour 
X ("f ^^^ '5^^ inftariti you may be affured of 
finding in mc a.punftual corrcipondent, both from 
inclination and 'duty. - r. . -j . ■ i. 
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The pan rfyeur letter. Sir, with Kgard ta Rcf 
Doolub, I have uifwered fully in the gener»I letter 
which accompanies this.>--I fliould have Srft wrote 
on the fubjed, had you not prevented me ; and an 
almc^ convinced, that, on further examination, 
ve ihall find that both your ruTplcioDs and mine 
are true and \vtk ; indeed the Letter to the Shaw 
Zadda, of which I fend the copy, would be quite 
fufficient to condemn him, were it not that uiere 
is a pofiibility of its being formed by the Nabob 
oa purpofe ; ivbo is, from principle^ vtry capable if 
Jting tbaty or m} other infamoiu action to gain bis 
tnJs.-^} Aiall, however, fufpend my juogment, 
until your examination is over. — The precautions 
you have taken were highly judicious i for chough 
the proofs againll him may not, on trial, appear 
fo clear as we copid wlfh for our fatisfadion ; yet 
he is fttll a perfon to be fufpc£ted, and of conle- 
quence cannot be too narrowly or firi^Uy watched. 

Your opiaion, with regard to the Nabob's return 
lo the Capita], agreed pufe^tly with mine ; J had 
advifed him to that fiep before the receipt of your 
letter, and have fince enforced it on your judg- 
ment : — he may eafdy, if he pleafes, put an end 
to this beginning of trouble, ii he will purfue the 
proper methods, and pay them their chout ; but 
indeed, fo dilatory is his condud in every rdTpeA^ 
and particularly where payments of money are to 
be made, that I fuppofe he will put it o^, unnl 
they come with fuch a force as will oblige hitn to 
it, but that not until they have done as much ^ 
(lamage to the country as will amount to double 
their tribute r^ularly paid. 

The more I ^ of the Nabob, ^he more I am 
convinced, that he muft be ruined in foite of 41 
our endeavours, if he' doth not alter his prefent 
mcafures — He is neither loved nor feared by hi? 
troops or his'^oplt} he neglcfts fccaring the one 

by 
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by the badncfi of Iiis pajrtnents, and he wants 
Ipirit and ftraditicfi to command the other. — As ntt 
one knows him better than you, Sir, no one is 
more proper to give him the neceflary advice oo 
the occalion ; nor can you too forcibly or fre- 
quently reprdent to him, the fatal conKqtieiKes, 
if he perfifts in his folly. Believe me, Sir, with 
truth and refpe^^ 

Your obedient and obliged humble Servam; 
J.C. 
Our realbn for introducing the firft of tbele 
letters is for fake of the reply, and to do 
honour to the good ienle and penetration of that 
gentleman i who could fo early, and on fo fliort 
an intcrcourie with him, form a confummate judg- 
mem of that weak and infatuated man -, in which 
he had caufe to be axiBrmed, day by day.— We 
have only further to remark, on the fubjc£t of this 
letter, that on the ftrifteft examination into the 
fuppofed letter of Roy Doolub to the Shaw Zadda^ 
jaid to be intercepted by the Suba's Harkarahs, 
(or fpys) it 'was -proved a palpable forgery of the 
Sub^ to get htm delivered into his hands •, hoping 
thereby to get the plunder of a Corore of Rupees. 
—An attempt limilar to this, he made in Colonel 
Clive's time, againfl the fame peribn, but was 
fhamefuUy detefted ; and fure^ none but bim could • 
ever have thought ^ it again. 

yV Air. YTarkek Hastings, Rtfident at 
Morad Baag. 

S I R^ Fcrt mBam^ %tA Feb. 1760. 

I Wrote by the JIabob*s Harkarahs laft night* 
and' this momirig received your favour of the 
iSth, and obferved, by the Nabob's repeated 
anxieties concerning Subut, that his intelligence on 
that head is very ioaperfe^ } it u true he has pc^ 
Icfltid 



fcCfcd himfelf of Midnapore, but as jet there 
appears not the leaft foundation for his fuppored 
advance to the city : — He himfelf remains at Mid- 
napore, fome of his people are advanced to Chua- 
dercona, and a very few to Bowaqnyporc, but not 
a man of his one foot to the northward of thac 
place ; if he ever had any defign of marching to 
tlie city, the' advance of our troops to join CoiGm 
Aly. Khan, and my puuing Roy Doolub under an 
arreft, may probably have put a (lop to it, though 
)t never appeared to ji\e he had forces with him 
equal to fuch an attempt.— Things thus circunir- 
ftaaccd, I muH differ from you in opinion touch- 
ing Coflim Aly Khan's march to the city with our 
troops i as it appears to me more eligible, that he 
throws himfelf between them and the city at as 
great a diftance from the latter as po0ible, by which 
ilep he will ha.ve it in his power, either to march 
doiwo and force Subut to . quit Midnapore, w 
retreat towards the city at latt ; but it is very clear 
to me, Subut will withdraw as Toon as Co0im Aly 

Khan begins his march^ 1 am, Sir, - 

Your moft obedieot Senrant, 
J.Z.H. 

To JOHM Caillaud, Efqi 

SIR, Fori miliam^ 24th Feb. iy6Q. 

LEST the general confufion and apprehen- 
fionsof the approach of Subut and his Mo- 
rattors, which "now reign in the city of Muxadabad, 
ftiould fprcad to the northv^atd, and aflfcft your 
operations, I ijudge it nectiTary you fhould; be 
acquainted with the real flate of this circiimftanG0h 
On the Nabob's departure from .the pcy, Subut 
began his march from Ballafore,.; and after a fhorc 
confiidl: with Koofall Sing, pofTefled himfelf of Mid- 
ttapore» and fyj^t rcf^aU dcfa${ied parties ;o feize or^ th^ 
2 country 
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country round him i one of which advanced as (at as 
Chundercona, and another as far ai Bowannypore, 
where they ftill remain without % man advancing a 
ibot furdier to the northward ; his whole force con- 
fiAs of about looovagabondhorfe, and half as many 
foot : This force, by the dmidity of ibme, and 
n^uery of others nt the city, has been magnified 
to ten times the number; and fear has taken fuch 
total polSrflion of the [Kople there, that they ima- 
gine him and his troops within an hour's march of 
them } our Gentlemen at Coflimbozar, and Mo- 
rad-baag, feem, by their letters, to be alio under 

the ^ateft apprehenfions. CofCm Aly Khan, 

who has juft now taken his leave of me, takc3 the 
6s\d to-morrow with about 1500 of the Nabob's 
troops ; we have judged it neceilary, at the Na- 
bob's requefi^, to reinforce him with the detach- 
fiient intended for you, and lOo E-uropcani more, 
203 Seapoys, and two Beld pieces : the whole have 
been encamped fome days at the French ganicns, 
and I doubt not but their RiA motion will reftore 
the tranquillity of the city and country. I am 
moft truly. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
J. Z. H, 

We propofe by thefe two letters to point out 
the pulillinimity and folly of the Suba, in order- 
ing the troops under Co(Gm Aly Khan to march 
towards Cutwah and the city, by which unfor- 
tunate tneafure, the Burdo{naan country was aban> 
doned, and left a prey to Subut and his handful 
of rjg^amuffin Morattors, to the irreparable ftain 
and dilgracc of the Suba's government, and heavy 
diftrelsof youriervants; whole whole dcptndance for 
fopply was from the Tunkas (or aOignments) upon 
that diftrii^ — as before remarked in the Memorial 
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7tf AB-* WxRitEM Hastings. 

SIR, Fort WiBam, 8di Mardi. 1760. 

I HAD ydlerday your favour of the 28th, flill 
on the fubjeA of Roy Doolub and Rajaram, in 
which I find the Nabob's intelligence is as bad as 
it has been hitherto, with rdpc(ft to Subut and his 
Morattors, who. have gained fome footing in the 
oountry, and eclat ^m no caiifef but the Nabob's 
fupinenefs and contradictory orders to his Ibn-in- 
law CdfTim Aly Khan. — You nlcntion the Nabob's 
having fent a Harkarah with your letter, who had 
' Jeeti Kafbeharry, &c. in Subut's camp, but no 
fuch Harkarah is com^, and there was very good 
rcalbnibr it; he had ifnpofed on the Nabob \ and 
the fellow who brought your letter tells me, the 
odicr was ordered to accompany him, but left him 
«fter they were difpatched \ he believed be went tt> 
Sobm's army — the fame intelligence I had fent me 
in an anonymous letter from Ballafore, refpcAing 
Ralbeharry, &c. and of Rc^ Doolub's having fent 
Subut money, for which I could not, on the 
ftrifiell enquiry, Bnd the lead foundation.— On 
my firft intelligence, I ordered Rafbcharry to be 
brought before me ^ he has been long dangeroufly 
ill» and Icould venture to twear he has never been 
<nit ctf' Calcutta fince November. On the receipt 
td your letter, I had him brought to me y^fterday 
again at the manifcft hazard of his life. — From the 
palpable falfity of this intelligence, let the Nabob 
judge of the reft, and let him be fatisBt^ tlut let' 
who will be with Subut, neither Roy Doolub nor 
Rajaram ihal) have it in their power to injure him.- 
*->} have turned all his armed people out of the' 
fetclcment fexcepting a few for the iervice 6( his 
Tuzfaconna and Ginanah) ibcy arc both under the' 
firifteft guard, and at his own icqueftt to quiet 

ihc 
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the N^wb's Xufpicioiu, he moves this da^ lata a 
iKMile next to the Armenian church— He writes me 
ID put Roy Doohib in fetters, a dilgrace I oinnoc 
think of infiicling, without being guilty of a breach 
of the facred laws of protc&ion granted hinii unleis 
a proved vv^tioo <ta bis fide juftifies it % in that 
cafe, I will not.fmly put him in irons, -but fend 
him directly to the Nabob.— It has been hinted U) 
me, whether by the Nabpb^s authori^. or know- 
Inlge,: I will not fay, that z prefent of four Lad; 
was ready for me, provided 1 would deliver him 
up, or.t^ I mmht make my own terms.. ' Should 
any intimation of this kind be infinuated to jou, 
I rcq'ucft you would return the fame reply I did, 
that I. WQuld not be guj^ V of ^uch ao aftioa for 
four Corore. — I I am> Sir, 

Your moH obedient Servant, 

J. z. rt. 

?V JoHK Caillaud, Efqi 

SIR, ForttVilUim^ iithMarch^ i;6o. 

I AM favoured with yours of the 17th ute. 
With rcfpeft 10 my fentiments of Roy Doolub, 
you have them in part in our public letter of this 
clatet to which 1 will, here add, chat l am very 
fimfiUe there are pr9b4>le appearances chat he has 
giren.fofne underhand encouragement, both to the 
Shaw Zadda and the Morattors ; yet whilft proofs 
are not plain againtt him, I think we cannot pro- 
ceed funhcr than we have, confiflcrit with the firft 
plan of |xilitics we fet out with when this man had 
our protedion given him. One ruling motive to 
the Nabob's having him In his hands, ts moft cer- 
tainly, his wealth ; but he is ftill fwayed by a much 
greater, to wit, rtiac we fhould not have fb. {Irong 
8 check over- him as our detention o£ Roy Dpojub 
ever will be. The prpie£Uon given him is (next 
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to but, troops) tfie beft ftcarity we have for th* 
NibdE^s gcrod behaviour. Ttiie letter referred tA 
in the' gpnh-al letter, was one fent down to thi 
Colonel ; it was faid to be wrote by Roy DooltiB 
toGojaHnddy I the purport to cut the Nabob 
off,-^but"thc Colonel affured me the forgery of 
the lettCT was fo' palpable and fcandalous, that it 
ooght^ w deftroy the- credit of any future attetnprs 
from that quarter ; and fuch are the reafons afHgried 
this year,' in the feleft Gornmittee's letter tO the 
Company,- for the protc6Kon granted and conti- 
ifiicd to Roy Doolub, ■ that, we cannot confiftently 
or pr JiJ^ritly give' him up,- without the moft glar- 
ing pfoofi againft" hjm. The judgment you have 
fbrmed-of the Nabob is.ioo' jdft ;' weakhCfs,' irre- 
folution, futpicion, and (confequcntly) eraelty, 
ftrmliis difpbridon. -Whae but the ifllic you pre- 
dict, ■ can refult from thcfc, when joined to a moft 
ungracious and infolent demeanor, which has made 
him univerfaliy hated aiKf VieffafcJ ? .We muft 
however fupport him and his government a3_ long 
as we pbfnbly can, withoiit' involving oiirferves 
atid chiployers in his Tirin : when this ^pe'ars, ic 
will be time to think a litfle further, -atlt jodge 
there livo treaty fubfiftin^ between U8'C:tt»eiaft 
' that f^crifiCe.— — I aih^'-. Sit, • -; 

Your moft ofceditnt humbkServJnt, 
J.Z.H. 

To Peter Amvatt, J^i' -'''' 

SIR, Calcutta^ itth March, i;6a. 

FORGIVE my late reply to your favour <^ 
the 24th ult. You know the league and 
hurry attending the difpatch of our lafl* fhip, and 
will therefore attribute iny negleft to the re^ and 
only caiifc, and not as proceeding from ahy difre- 
^ard of your oWigpi^ fetters, for which Ireijueft 

you 
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ycni win accept myVcry'Iincere Aanks; and per- 
riiit.m? to affijrtyoul fhall recrifc your corrcfpon- 
dence and commands with' much picafure^ and be 
glad, on my part", in every fhape, to promote- 
every view you, have or may hare, 'either to the 
public or your own private advantage. Your fitua*" 
tion, I believe, has been diTsgreeable enough^; l^ 
atprefs intelligence this mormng, 1 learn, the 
Prince has efcaped the Major's vi^lance, and is 
advancing this way, and that the Major is march- 
ing back ta fecure the pftfies.- - In this I fear the 
Prince will .have too mudi the ftart of. him; 
fliould this prove tht cafe, matters wiil begin to 
grow fcriousi' ■ and this face of things in this pp% 
vince reqifrreyour early' ftrrftments on this fiib}e£ft 
I iptrcat you tlfeem me with great truth. Sir, ' 

■ ■"■■ -Your in6ft obedient Servant; 

■;:':;".*,.' '.'■■- ' p?;Hi 

•■5111, " -Cfl^SS/dj- isth March, 1 760; 

IYESTERl>A1^rB9eived''yourl«ttcrof theittH 
fr<im CoffimbuXar, advjfing riie of the intended 
march of the' Kabdb to Siikragi^lty; 1 wrote you 
I think the izth at rught and ihclofed yon a letter 
JO the Nafio&- and copy of I( ^for your perufal, as 
^Hbcdpy aT.^trtjut*5 lettet to-ifte, ' which I inclofct} 
rathe Nalrt^.. f have kept irt'readincfs looEtii 
rtjpeans tiibf? ko Join CaAt.- Spears-,- being boarjj' 
in expectation df the Nabob V hiftruftions to m 
joined by his command j ' but as. yet I have' ^ai 
dad "a line ftohi '"hira on the fabjcft of the Shawf 
JlffljSa's unexpeftcd motroif towards the paflfcs; 
Coffim* Afy Khan with Capt. Spear's corr^mandi. 
Was- at Burdwan'jcfterday ; if ^ concinue's thu* 
dilatory and inaftivc, and 1 receive no demand "fof 
troops from t^e I'iabob, I w21 ccrtamiy fend Capt; 
York* 
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Torke w'nb a feparatt comound of ^ or 400 Euro* 
peans, field artillery, and feapoys, direifUr intd 
die Kirpy country, where our Gomaftah and Au-, 
niogs are daily plundered. I long for further 
advices J5t}m you. We have no incelligence from 
^M^or»' later than the 6£h from Deuniapore. 
I VDf Sir, 

Your motl obedient, humble Servant, 
J. Z.H.' 

To Mr. Wakrbm Hastinos. 

; SIR, Calcutta^ jift March, 1760. 

FR O M the accounts I have had from the Com- 
miflary and Capt. Spears, the monthly expcnces 
of this expedition cannot btf lels than 59,000 
ropees. You cftirnate wrong in fuppodng the 
force lels than one-fourth of the Major's. It 
exceeds his in Europeans, and is on the whole one 
thoufand ; therefore requcft you will prefs the Na- 
bob, as the ({ate of our treafuiy is very low, by 
our continual current, cxpences, and total ftop-to 
our Tunkas. Thcfc .you are to pbferve, are tbf 
inddent charges of the expedition, excluilTe of thi 
pay of the troops. And I once more rcqueft you. 
lolift on the Nabob's making ao immediate remit- 
once, to enable me to fupport the expedition, or* 
he will lay me under an unavoidable ncccflity of 
lecalling the troops into jgarrifoa He writes me 
to order the troops Co join hint ' I have already 
advifed him thole orders are fent to Cape. Spears* 
che qiomcnt he receives his fummons 1 in cootra-' 
di&ian to this, I laft night received % letter' finm 
Mr. Watts, of the iSSi at Diabt, informing me 
that Coflim Aly Khan had juft then received orden 
{khu the Nabob, to march againftSubut,andpre-. 
«ent, if pofiiblc, his advance to Bierboheen. His 
^lefolutux) and ilipinaicli, 1 tiiuch iear, will prove 

hit 
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Ui deftradibn M laft, in fpite-ol^ourtlttAd^endou 
TOUTS to fave biai. I ftt it tfi|l tiehove ta9«t*think 
of guarding agkinftoor being iiivoWcd in tbe:faine 
n«n. ' ■ : , ■ , 

I am Amn good atithoHt^ ihfartncdj that thd 
Nabob has di^atcheda tntfty perfon with an' abjcft 
pctitibn^to the Prince, who «rxs, the z^d of the 
Moon, aiDcingccTi tliBtitbcperfan and 'peakiorf 
is there :ivith hitn. The purport- of cheipctinoa 
ransshm : ** Tbat on . advices icachhig him:ttnc 
**. the Moratton iotcndedto entee >the> ocivntt7:E7i 
** the way of Patna, fac )Had fent his fan ^and the 
•• Major to oppofe tbetn j ' th« it newer was hia 
** intention to (wpofe his Mqefty'a arnu,-ta whom 
**.iie'was ah old profe^d dave i but bf:the:evif 
*V couiirds of Rajanram, ISaraint his fon.'Mbtranj 
** and. the Major, had a&ed contniiy to his inttn* 
**> tionsandordetat and that if the Prince defireditf 
*^ he was ready to funmder hioi&if'tahis-pkaiiire." 

If thefe are his tricky .ypa .wiB, I >.doiibt jioti 
think'wiUi me» it is dme we Ubonld ^look :io the 
GonipflDy ilnd ourlclvcs.' What makes mc the leia 
hefitateia-my-belicfof theaboTC, Umy knowledge 
t£ hisdchenic.ef fending: JaffierCoolcyJUum bn the 
IBce errand, before. tneXokuiel wcn^ which he 
then dropc on a threaaemiw letter from the Co\o^ 
adf .which .by hia order l didatcd va the Mooo* 
fliee. . lam^cSir, 

yourmo&i^Kdienti humble Servant, 
J. Z. H- 

To CaPTaIU SPBAfcS. 

SIR* CaUuitSt 2zd Match, 1760. 

VARIOUS difficulties tnterveoing, have re- 
tarded the march ciyow reinforcement under 
Capt. Fifcher until now ; though I think this eTen^ 
-ing or.to>morrow morning will be the laceft of thek- 
' ftay. 

n,gn,-f^ii,G(.H)^lc 
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Iby. TBe iftiUery mi Xeapofs fnve fi«tir dbdeJ 
dkel<! two d^ra. ClpLr Pifoh^ wiU ^sre onten to 
ndK.thd iMatcft roitt m jton yOu tt Burdnnaan; 
but as I have reafon to- think you may by thia 
liibe be jovlectby Che ol^ Nnfaobt. mmI ar odraiclng 
to abe fiMidnctrd te fcutft-vcft, ,ycM will be an<£ul 
fr6m ttihc.to ttmc .-to, ^patch advicu' tO' Ca|ic. 
FifiJBVrof yoor. imtnritd jouci Fc wOlild qoc be 
aanfr if ^u repon thia ^einforceihcwt much 
ffailnser'than itis. Voti hsvt gi^en-fnc mrftdvioft 
sf.yvnr having received tfae coonniflioiii fttit jhMi* 
itiipbwering^ you «n hoU ^peral cdonHnardils. 
Agreeably to yotir re^cft* I ha.-v*e givtn Me. ~Watt» 
peHniflf(!Ki..io pay tbe red-uks die remainder itf'.the- 
boanty>radncy» i£ yott tiuii in thlok it abtblaOEly 
necd&f^.. E>r. Stewifd'is appbintbd an. tddmonal 
fungeon for lyour oombiuid. ' Notwkbftmdii^the 
oidmyOu faav6 already it[:tiTedi.4haaUy«u^f90t» 
iof VBB&ndaemzaMr^aicifr receive orders from Ma'^ 
joT Caikad k> join kan^ ,yda are to pay ioiiticdlate 
obcdisnceto- Avh orders^ or any cshcri youimzy 
recerve inm him, toilchuig thr cond&ft o^ or 
coodbding the troopsundcr your cdimnayd. And. 
here J tfaook it aue&ry to 'CSpifeBi to. ifoot Ant 
althuigbi as avxilianaitaxke Nafaitb/^jwnare i» 
pay ieplrd VMiching tb^dsAnntion of yoor treopi 
tor the defeoceof n&jgbvntnDcat t ydt ftiiuki yoa 
fee 8 probabUky of your coming, to aftian wkb. 
any oc Its encanlef, yoo kro> witk rdpedt to a pro- 
sper difpbfition of your troops, to pay no regard to- 
any orders you may receive from him oathat head i. 
but in conju[)£Uan withiypui C^pkaiM and officers^ 
in a council of war, determine on fuch- difpofitions 
AkiOt mbft fiftety to. gi)i«'iutce& and honour ao the 
arms of .your comcry. ' if the Nibdb- JtuS Us 
araiy join .you* you air«»takr tbe mdft penicshr 
•cflic u have no communtcatiott vhairvtr between 
iu» ir»G^ jud^ youESi to vhicb. end you ntutt 
alwa;» 
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tXttt^ «n^nf» ftt pr^MV dUhwce from his). Hrt^ 
1^ ao mcau, in toe ufud courfe of your tQtrct), 
pcfEiit hii troops to t^ the lead* unlds yoq 
judge it wcd&ry .it any timr, that advanced p9Xt\n 
of his cavftlry diQuld ptvcote your van. You fu? 
not only ever to be on your guard agaiaft • lurpriitc 
finm tlw coetny, but tlfo againit treachery froij^ 
tbc Nabob hinwlfi Jbr whiej} pTCcaution I here 
my particubr reafoai : but you are iikewife to hnt 
the ftriOeft guard upoil yourfelf, that no fti^t 
dons of tliis kind e&ape you tiato any oaa» Unleft 
yoa ihoold have caufe fufficient to lay them be&rc 
■ feled council of war, codAlling of your Capcuoc 

I beatt^y wifli you a Aidcefiful campaign^ and 
CspeA to have as frequent intdligenoe from you aa 
poffibk. Sir, 

Your moft humbte Serwaat} J. Z. Hi 

. ?B Jl^i Hugh Watts. 

S t Rj Pert H^tOimt a9th March, 1760. 

I HAVE before me your favours of the 20th, 
Ztfkt and a4th infianc The Nabob's inc^n- 
fiftcncioa and iirelcriutioa cotuinuc very u9if(H^ 
mil will in the end prove his ruin, uiUefs he has 
bener ludc than he defcry^ By a Ir^ipr I bftya 
jttft recowd from him, he ww fecms to think the 
Pnocc will enter by th« way of BJerbohedi, and 
JvCcra Keonda, and tella me he tnccods jwiiftg 
your party fiwn. and will advance that way to 
«e<pofe him. I endofe you copy of the kaaor I 
dtlpatchcd f(HiK days age to the Rajah oS BiaJn^ 
been, and have by Capt. Fifcher fenc you « fiippfy 
of 15,000 fuQpad rupe^. 

I have wrote this mori»ngtt> the Nabob, jsqjoin-* 

ing him to fecure fome advaptsgeous pofi near 

Burdwao, where he may have U in hia optioo to 

D 2 fight 

' — o^lc 
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fi^t of'not, and with equal fatilily (top the id- 
vance of the Prince froth Bierboheeh, or of SubuC 
from the Ibuthward •, but by no means to be pro- 
fvoked'to fight before the Major joins him. If 'the 
l^abob advances beyond the Dummadah, theparty 
of 'Morattors which fell on your rear, will moft 
probably pulh for the city, where ihetr 600 will* 
iti the fears of the people, fwell to as many thou- 
fands. As to the Subut, I think I can depend' on 
the intelUgence I have of his having taken the road 
from Bilfnapore towards Bydenaut, to join the 
Prince. I have wrote however to the Nabob, and 
•dvifaj him, Ihould he hold his refolution of 
marching with our troops to Bierboheen, to.ttkl 
care that he leaves a trufty and enable officer, 
with as ftrong a body of cavalry as he can fpare* 
at Cutwah, to defend that key to the city j - and to 
the iame. purpQrt I Ihall directly difpacch a letter 
to the Roy Royen. I am, Sir, 

Your, moft humble Servant,' J. Z. H, 

fo Captain Macklean. 

SIR, Fort fTiBim, March 20, 1760, 

I"N confequence of your addref» tO' the Board 
from Gangam, under date the '7th 'inftaac, 
which reached us the^zjj.th, I judged yau within a 
few days march of Calcutta, and difpatchcd to 
,you aiettcr the 26th at night, advirmg you that 
Major CailUud,-with our forces, were in the field, 
fonftwhere about the Bierbftheen couniry ; and that 
yon (hould follow all fgch orders as you might 
receive from him, whether with refpeft to joinifig 
^itp.with your comniand, or-othcrwile re(pe£ting 
"the conduct of your march. By a letter received 
lace laft mght from odr refident at Cuttack, I have 
the pkafure of knowing you were ariived within 
baif an hour of that city, whiclv makes it needful 
- .. IftoulU 
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I ftiould.^yc you a iboit fiace of diings* istBcf 
are now circumltanccd, for the guidance of youir- 
future conduit. — The Shaw Zadda* with a conli- 
Arable army, chiefly horf; and without artillery, 
is advanced at the back of the hills, with iiiienrioa 
lociiRr this province by the way of the Bierboheen 
or Patcheet, to fiibvert this government. Subu^ 
(whofe' force is lately much inereafed by meeting 
oo oppofition to the fouthward) at the head of 
5 or 6000 Moratu horfe, is in' pofleflion of Mid- 
napore, Kirpy, an4 all that part of the country } 
and I hear is advancing with the greatell part of 
tiia force from Bifnapore towards Bydenaut. os 
Bierboheen, to join the Shaw Zadda. Major Cail- 
laud, with the main body of our troops, .in con-t 
iua£tion with the young Nabob and his forces, is 
inpurfuit of, and clofe in the rear of the Shaw 
Zadda's army. T^e aid Nabob, with the reft of 
the forces of the province, arc at Boodeegaam, in 
tlv; road to Bierboheen, to oppofe the Shaw Zadda 
in front, whilfl the Major prefies his rear. A body, 
of fOoEuropeans, as many Seapoys, and fix field- 
pieces, are under the conunanu of Capl. Spear; 
^ar the - city of Burdwan, the capital of Burdo* 
maan, and are to march and join the old Nabob ^ ' 
and have, I conclude, by this time joined him. 
A detachment from Subut, of about 8qo horfe, 
are in the neighbourhood of Burdomaan, with 
uitentioD to harra^ thp rear of Capt. Spear, add 
retard as much as poflible the jun&ion of his 
oappt with the old Nabob's. From this difpo- 
Ution of the enemy, it will behove you to advanc* 
with the utmoU <;are and clrcumlpcAionv and as 
you have'only' horfe, without artillery to encounter, 
yoQ need not be appteljenfive of any thing, tiiA a 
Sifmrize or treachery from, the part of' Subut i 
H;auift which, 'you mu0:- bp ever on your guard, 
^ir Ilefidest sfi Cuttack advifes me.Suput'A Dcvnui 
j^. . I>i hn 
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Bis fUfipUftl your puny with ptoviAon; 9ce, T^l* 
iimicaM: appeanmee cirfies fuftiicion withict as 
any aRJftsnce given you from a friendly motive, tt^ 
at this jtin^re, agaitif^ the real defigni afid views 
6f his mafter i iheiefore be affured they are medi- 
fattng ftHne advantage over you, or at kail w&l 
ittempt te bring abtrtit a defertion of yovt peopI«v 
We have already givfd orders for our rcfident, 
^r. Rc^rs, to withdraw himfelf and the Coni'* 
party's enefb on your arrival ; both him and thdlb 
you win take with you, and dtre£l your nMrcf^- 
*!thout lofs of time towards BallaTore, and from 
thence to Midnapore ; from this laft mentioned 
fJace you will have a fair atid open road to Buft 
damaan. Should you, on good iatelligenc?, Rod 
k pra&icable to make a fuccefsfiit attack on Mid« 
ftapore* and difponcfs (he Morattas, without the 
iWs of time or rifque of a reduftion of youf 
«eopl^ you will do an aii^ceptable fervice to the 
Nabob ; but you a.rc by no means to take this, or 
dny other Itep that can long retard yoyr march to 
Burdomaan, where you are to halt until you receive 
further orders, either from tnyfelf. Major Caitlatldy 
of Cape. Spear. If you fina you have ic not m 
your power (from caufes unknown to me) to ft*. 
low Implicitly the foregoing inflrvifttons^ you wQ| 
then proceed accor^ng to your own dHcretiois 
and as the exigen(:ies of your Ihuation may require, 
thkine care to give me fitquent ^vice of youp 
iiiHn«d rout and determinations. I am, Sir, 
' Your moft humble Servant J. ^. H*, 

To M-, Warhkh Hastingi, 

. S!R, F»rtmaii», iftApHi,t7So; 

I INCLOSE youcdpy of mine yeftcfday, aafe! 
«ak an tt^Xi ^fwer from die Nabob, as I 
judge Macl^lean'a ^aity nsan^ed £rofn Cottadt ths 
j^di 
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kyl: -I «llt iuf^oft iam't^amcidt ehs d^y abaul 
|hft(in^>oro. The M«jar's .and goat's comtnand 
Juving racbauffced o«r mi&ary canipilxire9,.occa* 
Jion^-many luiforefemdiftcuities m the difpatch 
of tlic Khifbrcement under Captain Filcher, wb* 
!will cncajt^ Ht Ni^ Serai, i jmige, i^ after- 
noon. As licceiTedao alarm mMnCipboD^NaiV 
chat ttic Shaw Zadda nas wiihio tm or tline ^ft 
fnarcJief theJifabob, I fditpofiave onkfa ycft«fr 
<day to Captain Fifcher, to make /arced marches* 
wkhJtia cannon sndammtiiudooonlf, tojfVBVuiv 
^d CO leave hi6 ipare ftores, nnts, ^w. to foUovr 
iiifn i for the fecurity of which, I have this day 
difpaKhed twenty Europeans and twenty- Scapoys 
more to join the efcprti with <ii)ders' to faHtm 
nfcheHs rout, with the uctnoft eimdition. The 
advance for this expedition muft bs lent djredlf 
Itere, as I have fiipplied the Comimflary and Pay- 
fnaftcr krgdy, and we much waoc-caih for our ciuv 
tent estpcnces. I am, ,Sii; 

Your moil humble Senrant, J. Z. H. ■ 

TV JOHK CfttJ-LAVD, ^; 

S m, iw/ miMmiif April 5th, 176a 

I HAVE the plcafurc of receiving youn of the 
tjtii vlt. ^m Oparsbaund, «3 by advices 
6pro Mr. Hafliiigs, of the 2d inftant,- may ven- 
care now to congratulate your having fome reft 
irom your labours, which i am furc have been 
fevere enough. - Your jundioh with the old Nabob 
ind C^tain Speat's comoKui^, wiU, I imi^n<^ 
•determine the Princess retreat to the ibtuhwaro^ as 
tt-muft extijoeuUhihchppes he tpay have cherifhed 
of a&bg .offenfively ■ in ^is province ; and 31 I 
jydge by the tin>e this reaches jrou, you wQl have 
iectted the 'Aiture op«4^oiu of this campa^ I 
•cqueft ywi jjUl favour me with the refuk of. ypur 
JI4 : Cpuncil, 
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Covicil,' aa ibon B 70U conTcnieritlf cul, ka^ 

point -out in what manocr. we can promote than 
tiombenop.. I aon, with perfe& regard,. .Sir, 

Your atD& obedient humble Scnrant. 
J.Z.H. 
- The eight pFecedii;g letters are rcciKd in cqd- 
firmation of .fome. parts of our Memorial* anij 
iqtrodudory and explanatory of others, ^tid withal 
to-giycyOua general: idea, of the campaign of i;6o. 

To tbtHom JoHH Z. HoLwaLL* Efyi Prejidtnt and 
Govenoref Fort William- 

. SIR, Camp at Burpere, 6th April, 1 760. 

MY laft was datpd the 24lh loft, Yeftcrday 
.we marched about five corle, and this day 
three ; which brought us fp near the enemy as to 
expeft chcy wp^ld come and give us battle ; but 
finding about npon th^y did not advance, I deOred 
the Nabob to march on tpwards them, but he lajcl 
' xhe day -was too far fpenc, and his people wo much 
fatigued! The Prince is encamped near the Da* 
moiidah nv«r, about, three corfe from us, and I 
hope to-morrow we Ihall bring him to an eng^c- 
jnent. The Mahawttas arc encamped very pear 
him- I have the honoijr to fubfcribe myfelf, with 
the rooft perfcft refpea and cfteem. Sir, 

Yquk tpoft obedient ^nd mpft l)umb]e Servant, 

3* tht Hen, John Z. Holwell, Efqi PrefidtMty 
i^c. Gtntlmen of tkf S*k£t Cmmfteg at Fort 
William. 

, ; Cafi^ atBelgafit April 8th, 1760^ 

^on. Sir and Sirs,. 

My laft to. the PreCdent wasdated.the.6th Infl;' 
in which I iuforaied him of n^yht^iespf 
^f^ingnext day to an ^g^^ment with tfai enemy. 
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i*h6 mte' encamped oird«-other fide of the mdr 
Damoudahi andwefhoiridiisvcfiuxeededaccoid* 
ing to my wilh, could I have perfuaded'dc Nidnb 
to crofs thC' river, or fend over a large body of 
horie to keep them in play, until we fliouM get up 
with them. But to neitlKr of thefe would he caa* 
&nr,.aod'all we coulddowas to get near enough 
to their rear to cannonade them. This they ad 
not iVand long, but foon got out of our reach, and 
purfued their; march towards Bifnapoore, and, by 
the inteUigehce we received laft night, are en- 
camped feven corfc from us. Thus all hopes' of 
bringing them to another engagement, this cami- 
psagpt IS now over. We have loft the only oppor- 
tunity we had, nor indeed can we cxpeA much to 
improve opportunities, while we have to do with 
men, who are as ignor^t as <^ftinate, and wh<^ 
troops are under no order or command. I have 
the honour to be, with the molt pcrfed nSpeGt 
Mid efteem, Gentlemeo, 

Your moft obedicoc snd. molt humble Servant; 

9V the HommraHe J. Z. Holw£LL, .^^ 

SIR, April loth, 1760.' 

TH E Shaw Zadda was within three corfe of 
us this morning, but having early intelli- 
gence of oUr approach, has repafled the river Da- 
moudab, and I (uppoib by tlus time is Ux enough 
ftotn our reach. 

I muft frankly own, t]«t motives of the Prince's 

rrlent anions are quite a myftery to me \ and as 
cannot form the kajk pnbable judgment of 
them myfelf, I will not even prennd to conjeAure 
what may be the event of then, ^th the Nabob 
and hiip ieem equally to avwt fighting, and there 
is no knovving in wh^t tntoncr to profx^d, of what 
pla« 

"-"81'^ 



14^1 

fiia prcriiwfiy to (kceniine ob, iriiHc the Nabob 
contioaes ttrx&lo imXktmaif, (nd while tiapoGi- 
luumity prevencs bit exotiiig faimictf as he &oald 
de, mi' the faireft occafisins which. cut ofitr. I 
tuve the hohour lo tvi whh the nwft peifeft 
le^jcd and eftcem, ^r. 

Your moft obodknt aid matt hnntUe Senrant; 
J.C, 

Te John CAiLtAvo* E/p 

SIR, . FertWiBam, 7th April, 176a 

I AM now forced to touch upon a fubje^t, vhicfc 
appeirs to me to require our grrateft utciuioik 
Some dfiys ago I wrote to Mr. Haftings, conoeni^ 
ing an infbrmation which was given me, that the 
rA6 Nabob had fcnc a tnAj pcrTon with a fubmi^ 
live Arzgee to the Shaw Zaddt, in whkh be ckcut 
jrated himfdf, by throwing the whole bUme of the 
opporition made to his arms, on the madiinatioM 
^ the EngKOi. Mr. Haf^gs, in his letter in 
•nfvtcr to mine, teemed to think it impolllble Tuch 
a ftep could have been taken by the Nabob, or 
indeed'that he could have fent any Arz^ at all : 
however, in a fubfequenc letter firom him, of the 
zytbl he finds out that an Arzgee was lene, though 
dmhrnc in purpott to rhu I informed Mm of. 
As I thought it molt efleiuul to ui, fo tracer if 
pofliMe, the truth, 2 emplojwl on eoiifiary toCooo* 
gaar Khan, the oonfeqi^ce «f which hai been a 
Phirmaund from the Shaw Zadda, iodofiog copy 
of the eld Nobdb's Arxgoe n iiitn, with an i^io- 
logy for not Ibnding the origjinal. A cc^-of the 
copy I lend yod inched, «id requeft ytiur fenti- 
mtsits, bow and in whtt l^hc this appears to you. 
If the copy is authentic, the cafe ii plain, tbat this 
knan for whom we hive' ddawn the fim^d, i^Mild 
bocfcraple^ if imtR n any-etccnuni^ to make 
' hU 



1tte-|iMae bf the fBcriAc« of his proto^ton. TKb 
Himuiind, 1 fu|^K>fe, A^Sas little in matter from 
that be lent you -, he remkidft me of the obligstioni 
^ Eti^ftv lay midtr tb hU'fticeftorc, and offers a 
cofw WanoheJfor the Cowpahy, provided ffc will 
dnw out- Jbi^M off ^Ai £i>jf iffA* ofivil, and join 
dteatio^lbndRfdi ^vbicb» headwifes nK,lwhu 
Hprtktn^xtAuSoagaFi and in a f<rw day»-aftar 
purpofc3 to ercA it in Morftiadabad, &c. 
■ ■ I intloit you a copy of n letter, fent die ciA Na- 
bob by the Colonel, which I didaccd co the Moon- 
flne,. by bii «rdcr> « few tUyft-before his departui* 
for Europe, on being infcftmed the Nabob intended 
knd'ms 3 tnefftnger and pctitidn to the Prince. 

Whether this k a real cojiyor not, I will not 
jay ; tbodgh I fitmly beliert it true \ that on Arz- 
gee has been fent is allowed; and if it.ConadiKtt 
not matter decra^ing and injttrious to us, why was 
k fenc without being communicated to you by Mlu- 
ran, or to Haftings by the Nabob ? 

I am, Skr vdur moft obedient tipmble Serrant» 
J. Z. H. 

Tp Joan CaillaOd, Eff^ 

SIR* Fhrtff^amy April 9th, 17601, 

T AST flight I received your favour of the 4A, 
1 J from Mungul Koot. f think, from your mu- 
tuu advance to each other, you muft have, before 
das, obliged the Prince to make fome decifivt 
motion. 1 muft confefs 1 have no idea that he 
will ftand a battle with you, and yet believe that 
lie harbours fome hopes oi i general defeSion of 
Hk Nabob's troops, though at the fame time ha 
deceives himfdf^ if he Iti^gines even this could b^ 
of any teal feryice to hinl j if he fights, it is frorA 
the oielanc'holy reflcAion of this b?ing his ne plus 
fdita I and that if he tloe^ nbt now' make a puib, 
lie wiU Ik defertet} 'tiy Comga^ Khan and the reft 

of 
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of Ws iWtewmii: in J. be withiait 'tny • r$«&«aMe 
hopes of. having a^y:po^w^^^whaKT* .(p JQtP and 
follow his future fortOBc*.:; ■ 1 ,-■■■.■ .■ -„; ; ; 

in csihe-vf tlie 3d and 5th,':Ii(tKlofeid-yfm-C4p(03 
of my ihftrudit^ns .w .C^tiaia M*ixia i w mjs 
iidvifefl;of the'i^twicipn bfrshe ertemy, I cftnc^ive 
Jie vitlyMturaUy befii^ iitd/jnvt'eli toimrdp .^jilQe, 
end ailyancc towvdA-us lu-fatEaSt an-hcKAD, and 
kcqjthc courfeof jtbejivcr. ...,. , 

I cbnfc£ myfdf^nvthing tmpatienC' ,tO: htve 
your fentiincnts on .mine of the 7tJi. :;I have 
Rturned no anCwcr to thie Prince's FjikaMun^, b^ 
Iwve replied to Cotligaar Khaq's letter, aqd iiuU 
mated to him, that I can put no faith in copies ; - 
bm Hm if be viU ftnd to me the Subah's original 
Ar^^, I (ball tben be able to, forno a jtK^meot. 

Your^moft obedient bumbk Servant^ 

j.z.a 

. TV JoHK Caillavd,- M/ji 

" STl^, Fortff^Uiam, April 15, 1750. 

1M0ST heartily pity the einbarr.afled fituation 
you moft necedarily be. in, with people - who 
ioanifeft themfelvcs unworthy. th4t government 
they have ufurped. I mufl; confefs, the Nabob's 
.whole condud appears to me much more myflert- 
.ous than that of the P/ince i c'lrcumllanced as he 
is, he muii: plan various fcbemra, and frqm the 
jiatiire of things, his councils mull' be attended 
with much confufion and irrelblution.' The Na^ 
bob's backwardnefs to engage him appears to ok 
abfolqtely unaccountable, unle{s it arifcs from fome 
fecret, negotiations, which it isipoffiblc he may be 
icarryihg on with ihe Prince, to inakc his o)iVii 
peace at "the fxpe^ce of his friends. ] fliould hot 
think iiiy&If ^uftii&cd in this conjecture, nor have 
, ,* ' . . ghre4 
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l^ven credit Sinad\)if'torihe-^ut\oa'iitit:by hin 
IQ Ae Prince, (copy bF Wttich I' fetit.Tou on tlw 
7ch)'did.I not know him capable of .any MUDg 
^rer ib unvonhy and treacherous. -' By- ktMrtfrom 
Mr. Amyatt, I learn Abdallab h» gu^ol -anotlKr 
i^ftory over the Vixier and hta irienas tho Monoi- 
tors, -and that the Vizier and the yoane kiB^Shair 
Jehawan have fbehercd themfelves with the ^atu»-e 
chisintelligiince haSf-l^dbtnot, rc3cbed'ths Na- 
^b, whole weak and cowardly imagination pro- 
bably fu^efts fomc turn from that vi^ry in 
fevouroftBe Priiice,- andiifcreforetiiiBics.ic.niecd!- 
fary to tem|K>rifc -Tfcefc are fiirmifesof my owi^ 
andpolTibly m^y have no foundation ■, theycallLhow- 
ever, foi' fomc attention. The pms afted^jy both 
the old and young Nab<>b^~ in' the recehc corii^ 
with the DuCch, dught ever lo awaken odr appre- 
henfions, and urge our being on our guard againft 
the-poUticsof an Indoften Diarbar'; the more efpo- 
cially, as we fee the party round the Nabob, who 
we icnOw would cut our: throati if they couU, 
obtain every' day more power an^ influmce over 
his councils i men, who being raifed as he Inihiidf 
Was, from the dirr, can never vary the complexion 
of their groveling genius. Oifpofitiona, fuch as 
you. Sir, have now (unhappily) to-deal wiih,-caa 
only be worked on by the moll peremptory dictates. 
The Nabob muft be prcied (I intended to ^ 
forced) to fomething decisive; or in albort^time' 
his country will be worth nothing to Jiimfelf or an^ 
body elfe. I hitherto avoided- writing to him on. 
his late unaccountable and provoking candu&. 
My wifh and incencion'isjthat you fliould have 
every weight your prcfent poft and fituadon re- 
quires } your fway and influence over the Nabob 
is, at this juti6hjre, c^ the' utmoft importance to 
the Company's aSait« ;' and ic is your own fault if 
you are not invefted withifuch .authority as your- 

felf 
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fel£ cih^nlu t cbenftro roqucA yftufttU, WuHo 
MK nfsrrc, paint out 40 mc, if ^^ fdHtattnai 
power tir inftra&ions CO you, co :a& io<jp[fcmleodf 
pf tksNabob, (which wc, uaCQiqnvtMeorAoHid) 
CM iovell you with) will ffonduce tathv gvxi d^ 
cfaefiimcc!, and be s means of eitforctng x«w ^io^ 
tmf tvamtih to the Nabob. a»l it IhaU be forthr 
Huh Q-mfinined CD yow:. j 

I anl. Sir, yourinoft obodieot hwnfak Sotyguf^ 

j.z.a 

9* tie Bm. J. Z. Holwril. EJqi Prf/ijent ud 

GtVenW ^FOLT WlI,U4M. 

SIR, Ctm^ t^ DigM^ir, April tg, 1760^ 

IN order to come at the truth, with regard so 
the Nabob's Angee to the Prince^ Mr. Haft- 
iogs had recourfi: to die Nabob's PtrQaa wiiter | 
a man who hath, oo oiaoy occa&ans. given hiiq 

rofs of attaduncftt. and fideii^. The moment 
fet Ilia eyes on the paper, he dectared it at b« 
a forgery. May I hea luve go r^r you to Mr, 
Haftmgs for the rei&iu he eaTC fiar it } a* thaf 
Geailcmui's knowledge in the lai^aoe wiJi enable 
faim to ^ve you a clearer idcaofchefecmlinSioasiA 
addrda and ftile of chdr koers, than I can pretend 
so. For my part, I own after Mr. HeAingi had 
Kpeaaed them to me, they were fo fatia£»$Dry as 
CO cDOTtace me the probability of its beiag a ^* 
gery was greatly io the Nabob's farour. 
. Two days bexbre I received your letter, Sr, the 
Nabob and hia foa were with me, awl Ifouod the 
old man big with ibmething chat he did oot know 
well how to b^;in breakii^ to me. I helped him 
forvand all I could by tniafe kind of durances 
which often open the hearts of men ; and he then 
told me he lud wrote to the Prince, aod had 
received Sfi aofwer, fiich a one as gave him hppe% 

with 
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vith other ciicuBiftuiccs, that the Prinds qiq^t bb 
indinaUeto treat and pot faimlelf pcdupt la his 
fOtfCT i bat chat be koew he (tfie Moce) muld not 
4a this, widiout 1 would be feeoiity for his fafmn. 
The Nabob was defirms/to.'kn*w^ in Cash a ct&^ 
kow I would a&i bat die main drift of- dtc cti£> 
courfe was, to find out bow far. i would 1^ coikj 
feating to give Jnm aa oppomnuty of (bfpiaying 

•ff*. You aiajr caTilf, Sir, f;<iH'^ "T iu>fwisr, dw 
I was tvady so^oev^ thing for hi» iitmecatv 
^lent witli ^he honour (^ my eoufny, and-^dw 
fiKTcd tegaid we gave n» ot»r ««rd; «adt<efidcs« 
if thd P/ince tnade any oddicfs eo me mthpAsb* 
ieft«f feOHnty, I maft &ft have 701U: ^cdcn^^and 
Inftradiohs in this aSm. Axid thus tbecoHvor* 
fttiDB<ndetk 

I made i< my boGtNfit- storwaiUt fo mquiK 
anK>ng fome c^ the Nabob's people, on what 
gfbunds he founded ditftr hopes of getting the 
PrkKO in hit power ? JiaciheyaU liTiieed mc, at 
I ftirpeAed, c^ ihcT ware Ha more than the Idit 
tcfona. aS ionie of his smiicAis, who koewfaeb 
ftorle« -woold be well reteivaj Md tfrebtiotd-, and 
fofoiMdadvajnage in fldnadiig his foolifik Impel.. ■ 

It is a «^ onfoitUBice'icfKaniaaiwe fhatwe 
have n»da ^ith a weak nu^'W^ neiidicr'ftoni 
prificipfe MOt mefft defcpw^ the dignity cf she 
ftation \a which w« have fwc him, aii4 ia-whidi 
%t would < not rcmaia wenty-four hcHit«, if wc 
<Rtc B» wth^nMT our ptotedtim' {ron him, *nd on 
which he fo much depends, that I am ofat^ed an 
£t<H;1ti)iitt f^d of Seapoytt' Iqr Ate fafe^ of. his' 
Itetflbn. It -doih not 4ippe«r to me, bonnvetv in 
5ufticeot in aeafiMi, chat ws «ughi: to fupporclnA 
fa the ptitfiMt«f vnjuftifi^^itwafiim « -fuch as he 
fcfbws. ^ tt^trd 10 not difctnitging the vnll: arMata 
ttueto^ -trmps, -wlw td auaB have publickly 
% declared. 
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dedaitd* tbcf will not . ctrsw their fwDndain h'u 
caufe, and that only thdr fears of us preveilt their. 
nfing them agaioll faim. The confeqicnce wilt be. 
If to his part, that ^vhile. be is noc afraid of hia 
head he never will Gttiafy.tfaein' i attd to us, th^t 
though we may prote& him from immediate danger. 
to Jiis pctioOy wc muft relinquUh the hqpes of fee- 
ing the couniry free from, troubles, while he keeps 
a-bodyiofiroops thathe' will not 'pay iieguiarly, 
and over .whom he ooRfeqiienFly hath jm> .commaodk 
Tiiis rocteii fyftem. i(iU we might in.-iboie mcofure 
iiqiport, .were we always al^red nowj but the 
country povcn would difhirb us : butrtt.ismoie 
tbao probable- that i'the f'rench or Dutch* 'if nv. 
boAj - may fbme time or. other renev^ tht^ atCtmpts 
tou'bti coiicemed» and with .how much^ Uie. mdre 
probability of fucccfs from the diftrajfted-Aate q( 
the country while the Nibob contttiivts so govern 
itfoilL 

The firft opportunity IprapnGi ii^Feitiuing all 
tbu t9 him in tbe.firongdt .light I j>oniblyc4ot 
•od fliould our opinions agree, I ihall titke it a^ a 
favour if you would .indole a letter from youriclf 
to hiiti, on the fob^ ; I wilt deliver it, and tAs 
that (^pwtunity as the beft to try what can be 
done by working on his. fears, the cmly way indeed 
1 am. convinced of. aMiugiog him: to our own 
advantage and his. gaod. In panicular. Sir, you 
.will Qc plealed to .enforce the .payment !of bis 
trcMps, by hinting, that if he delays it, I have your 
orders not to pKraot them uuttng their owa 
meafures. ... 

To-morrow Capcain,Kiiox*sdeacfament marches. 
The Prince i» certainly gone back, and we.tolk of 
nothing but the plcafurcs of the great jRumnah 
£rft, and then of an expedition againft the Pumo* 
J^abt^.to conclude the campaign. As this laft {tep 
b.abfolutciy neccl&ry, I fliall do all in jav^Ofi/tf 
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}o prevent the former .c^ftruding it). with wJiaf 
uccers, we fliall foon know. I am,' Sir, 

Your moft obedient and moft huraUe leirant^ 
■ J.G. 

to John Cailla^d, Ej^ 

SIR, Calcutta^ zzdApHI, iy6di 

I HAVE the pleafure of your two favours of the 
%5t\} and i7tJi, aAd mull take a farther day to 
reply to them more circumflantia'ly; For the pre-* 
fenc, I enclofe you a Letter to the old Nabob to 
the purport qf your requeft» and with ii a copy for 

four pcrufal, and t hopd approval. It contains, 
think, nothing but what Ihould at all events be 
urged to him at this junfture. Somethitig muft bet 
done, and foon, to recover the currency of the 
trade of the provinces, or the Company muft be 
loft ■, the lale of their woollen goods, copper, &c. 
exports is totally obftruAcd ; their inveftmcnts in 
confcquence of this, and the unavoidable floppage 
of the Tunkas wholly at a (tftnd, and not more 
than 3 Lack and half in the treafury : Particulars 
you Ihould be neceflarily acquainted with,' as they 
arife from the perpetual troubles of the country^ 
perpetuated, I may fay, bythe wickednefi as well 
as wcaknefs of thole who govern it* 

To give you what are ftill my fentimciiu on the 
Nabob's Arzdaflit to the Prince, and my reafons 
for thofe fenttments, I ilow enclofe you a copy of 
my reply to Mr. Haftings on that h<ad ; and think 
my judgrftent of this affair more conftrmed from 
the circumtlaUce i^ecited in your favour of the 15th, 
ro wit, the Nabob's having acknowledged to you 
his writihg to the Prince, and that his replies gave 
him hopes he was irtcllned to treat. The earthing on 
this concealed cwrrefpondence with the Prince 1 
Cannot loc^ on in any other light than as the highcft 
infringement of that idpe& and deference due to 
E youf 
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yout 'ftattoft,! and the ■ treaty fubfifting between wL 
And here It brtOffltfS ntcdftrf. Sir, to remark, it i^ 
full linfif the Nabob fhotrld be convincBd'he ilhould 
trot '-Jook on yoik as an ofHcer fent impHckly ta 
fiibmit to his orders or fenciments, but as, bis co- 
adjutor an^ prote^r in the war. And ibould, at 
any tim«, his. wretched politics diftate meaiiires, ' 
tthich appear in your opinion defl:rufl:i*e of the 
gefieral end propoTcd, t hope, and doubt not, but 
you will think. y6urfe!f fully authorifed petemptts 
rtly to over-rult them, without lofin^ tim« in ap- 
phcatlbn here, a^ I am vety well fatisfied we may 
depend oh the propriety of jwur conduct in thft 
Command yoO are inVcAed with. I have the 1k>* 
flOair to be, w'rt) very real eJbfcm,. Sir, 

Yiiur moft obedieni hiii»ble fervantv 

X.Z.H, 

TIm* letter affords you- a gcmilne pifture-of the- 
AftrcHedftate of your affjirs at thi» period. 

TV Aft-. Warrin HASTiNfrs. 

SIR, " Jw/ ^V/ifl»r, 20th April, 1760, 

I HAVE your favours of the ijulb and i4thr 
accompanied by youi;. tranflatton-of the Suba's 
Arzdafht to the Prince, and yourEentimencs thereon. 
Thoi^h I coYifsfs yoor rcalbning a>nd conclufions* 
in favpuf,«f the Subah's iniwcence, carry poba- 
bili^y wjtli ic, they appear not to me convmcing^ 
nor'fquare with- my mode of .thinking on this f'ub- 
jcd^i ibr the following reafons *. That the Nabob's- 
Mo(Hilbec'fheul<J( on che inflant^ pronounce it » 
forgery, amounts to. no proof of its being foi. that 
tlie Nabob bad fent fuch an Arzda.'ht to the- Prince, 
and that it was cnclofcd by the latter to mr, was- 
Tire ditcourfe of the Buzar, two or three days be^ 
Sore it reached me. If you rrmember» I hinted ia- 
» fontier the intimation I had tcceived of it % i» 

that 
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that I (nay jttdly fuppofe the Moandice Was writ 
prepared ag^tnft a forprize, and confequentiy. ready 
to difurow it and pronounce ic a forgpry^ ivhich 
fie feeiiis by your letter to have done, even before 
he gave it a perufal. The variation of its diflioti} 
and deviation frocn the ufual form of the Nabob's 
addreHes appear to me equally inconelvftve,' as ic- 
is not at. all improbable tbefe might be done with 
ifefign to plead and invalidate, irt cafe of its com - 
ing to our knowledge. Whether this Arzdafht 
was lent by the Nabob or not, it is inipoOible to 
fay with any prcciOen % but this I am clear in,- 
that it contains the very diflatcs of the hearts of 
cbe minions about him, and of coutfe his own v 
and cbe very pleas he would have made ufe of in 
bis ju(ti6cation, if fuccefs and vidory had attended 
the Prince. Thefc Ilriking confiderations, joined 
to the whole tenor of his conduct refpeding the 
Dutch^ &c. joined to his holding any correfpon-* 
dencc at all with the Frince without our knowtpdgo' 
and approval, Ic^avcs my judgment of thb in tho 
fame ftate it was; though, at the fame titne> I 
fee ic muft reft lure for want of morj; futikient 
proof.- I am, Sir, your moft hwnble lenrant^ 

J. Z. H. 

ft John CxtLtAtiD, £/fi 

SIB, FertWiUiam^ 24th April, 1760; 

I LONG couch to hare your femiments on the 
fubjeft of mine of the ^^d and yefterdajr. 1 
have juft now had the pleafure of yours of thd 
20th from Gopcrra, and think it neccflary to ad- 
vife you I latl night receircd a kticr from the old 
Nabol^ cluefly to requcft. that I would order Ca|)- 
uin Macklean and half his troops to be enored in his 
fervice and pay : A requcft.which can with no pro- 
priety whatever be complied with (in which opinion 1 
El dare 
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dare hy I Ihall meet your coocuirence.) To tttisi 
effed I now write him, and enclofe you copy of my 
ktter, that you be upon your guard whoi' he 
touches you on that fubjeft, which I fuppofehe will. 
I think I have already intimatrd- to you^ I made- 
no reply to the Phimiaund fent me from the 
Prince, but that I anfwercd'.Comgaar Khan's ; the 
contents of my letter to him were literally this,- 
" That I had receirod the Phirmaund,-aild pined 
" the Prince's unhappy fuuation and> misfortunes 
" of hb royal" houfe; that he (Comgaar Khany 
*' was- no- ftrangcr tto the tyes and obligations 
*' which bound us to fupport- Mhir Jafficr A\y- 
** Khan and his-govcmmcnt ;■ that copies amounted 
** to no proc^, but that if his ora'ginal Arzdalhc 
** was fent me by the Prince, I ffiould then know 
^ whqt judgment to form of it." With- this 
arifwer I difpatched the Prince's* mcflfenger, and 
the' fame time fent two of my own. Harkwa's to 
return wirfi an anfwer, in- cafe the Prince thought 
proper to give me one. On the i6th they were 
returned tcmewith-a fecond Phirmaund from him, 
and a reply from Comgaar Khan, as alfo two let- 
ters from him, one fot: Rajaram Harkara, and th« 
other from Nund-comar. In the diftrift of Seer- 
gur, the Harkaras were feized, ftrippcd, kept pri- 
loners 24 hours, plimder*d of the Phirmaund and 
letters, and then difmified. I have taken every 
means pofiible for the recovery of the papers, but 
l*skr I mail foil in it, which gives me no fm:ill vex%- 
lion, as I am almotl convinced they contained' the 
original Arzdaftit, with poffibly Ibme other pieces 
of the Nabob's concealed correfpondence wich him. 
The Harkaras left the Shaw Zadda at Gorrea Hot- 
tea, his troops much diftrelled for provifioDS, &C. 
He was then halting for Subut, whom he left at 
Jamgam with 3000 Moratta hortc, and bad the 
day my people came away reccivcd-an cxpnrfs-froni 

the 
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■<he-tfMth-weft-fr6m fomc Rajahs who -were advano- 
ing with troops to join him, and who prcHed the 
-Shaw Zadda's fpeedy adrance towards' Patna, on 
which the Fiincc lent a mcflenger exprefs to hafte^ 
£ubut. On the other hand, it-is conjedured, that 
the Prince's iiUEch to Sahaar is a feinc only-, tbaF 
his intentioius CO He perdue amongft the hills, «od 
as foon asthe comtnned troops anc advanced to tht 
northward, ratum fuddenly into this pronnoe and 
furprizc the city *, and-that in this cafe, the Dutc^ 
will dffckre for him, and join him. This fyftem I 
would certainly .adopt, was I the Shaw Zadda— 
however, on the whole, you will be . better able to 
Judge of thefe matters than 1 can at prefenC 
J am, with perfei5t elleem. Sir, 

Your bumble iervanc, 
J. Z. H. 

' Yob have inow before you all that has beenfaid 
tin the fubjeA of the Suba'« concealed Arzdafhc, 
CO the Pcince, upon which you will form your ow« 
judgment. True, we have been robbed (literally 
lb) . of at^Iute proofs in this charge— —but if the 
firongeft prefumptive ones, fupported by a thou-. 
fend«iiiroboraiir^ evidences in the Suba's conduft,. 
hare any .weight, our prOof is fuJHcicnt to claim- 
belief : the intermediate letters from our la& 

ssmark but one, fpcak for.themfclves, and fully 
pfave die cowardice, or treachery, or rather botl^ 
at the river Dummodur. 

5'e JMr. WAaR.EM Hastings. 
SIl^ Calcutta^ Aprjl 25, 1760.. 

JHAVE your favour of the apth, on the fub- 
jc& of the Nabob's having a confiderable part, 
our troops in his pay, lerwic^ ^d conftant at- 
tendance on liis pcrfon : three days paft, I xeccived 
E 3 a letici; 
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a k«w from Jiim on the fubjcA, to which I yet 
Krdaf inclofed my anfwer* in a letter to Major 
Oillaud, with a copy of mine tt) the N^b, for 
liis perufa). To our complying with this requeft 
of the Nabob, 1 think there are ftrong and mani- 
ftft objedliont -, the molt important tS which is, 
that fuch a ftep will, I am convinced, lay the 
foundation of his independence. The 22d, I 
wrote a long letter to the Nabob, touching the pay- 
ment of his troops, and neccOity for his dilbanding 
hia rabble of BurcundalTes, and the grcateft pare 
of his uielefs cavalry : the letter I inclofed to tbc 
Major, with a copy of it i confer with him as foon 
as you can, and requeft he will communicate to 
you the purport of ihofe letters.— Two reafons can 
only be urged in favour of the requeft now made 
by the Nabob -, the reducing his immenfe expences, 
and at the fame time thofe of the Company, by 
fuch a reduction of troops now in their pay : ' to 
accompliHi the firft, complying with his requeft is 
needlefs, becaufc, though the troops continue in 
Our pay and dependence on u.s, yec they will be 
always at his call and fervice ; — and when this 
campaign is ended, we Can, with much propriety, 
cafe the Company by a redu&ion of the Sewoys to 
2OO0 picl(ed men, which Colonel Clive had deter- 
mined, if he had (laid. I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant 
J. Z. H, 

To John Caillaitb, Efq; 

SIR, Caletutfiy May zd, i;6o. 

XOUR favourfrom Maraui,i-Baag, of theiSth, 
ult. I had the plpafure of receiving late laft 
r, and find 'the fftuation of (hings between tha 
two Nabobs juft as I fmmifcd. — Having occafion 
tp reply to a letter, of the ypong JSfabob's, I take" 
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flie opportunity-to urgcthe neccflity of his retiwin- 
ing in the c»y, btu Q>w:h the fubjcft in fuch a 
-wa/i as to carry tlie appearance of the higheft 
cnrnplimcot to m fffowefs. That one pf them 
l(hould keep the city v. .abfoluicly necefTaiy, and a 
fecority to them both* as well as the province. 
I know but 1^ eae vay to k«ep tjiem ftcsidy, widi 
■rcfpcifl to the eperaHons pf this campaign, aad tbx 
a very ihort obc : when the meafurca determined 
xu are in your judgmeot abfolutcly needful and 
proper, juft iigaify to tbcm, that if they are not 
"immediately corned into execution, y«u will march 
to Calcutta, and -leave tliem to fight their own 
'battles, and furCK xhcir own conaciis : I wiU 
■cngw; you have ao 5irther trouble with thcmi 
— ai^ I dare fay. Sir, you are by this time-con- 
vinced, that baa they been treucd in tb'it way, on 
the defeat ef die Skaw 2^adda, above, and in the 
fortunate conjunction of attacking and deftroying 
bim Co lately loft (in both which jour judicious 
relbUitions and advice were over-ruled) there had 
been a happy end to the troubles of the country. 

That pan rf my letter to the Nabob you objedl 
to, Jias beet) wrong tranflatcd and .explained t* 
you i the utmoft I intimated on that head waa, 
** That as the feafon was lb far advanced, ojh; 
" moment of it wa? not to he %»ent -wnpraifitably." 
— ^By which I iqrended to prevent the Nabjb'a 
idling his time away in the plealures of the Rumna ' 
and die city, of which you yourfelf feemed aji^re^ 
baiGve, 

] am, with fincere cftccnj. Sir, 

Your moSt, obedient Wnble Servant, 
J.Z.H. 
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^0 John Caillavd, £/^i 

SIR, CMkuttMt Mxf St i;6o. 

IT A K E thfa junfturc of complying with a re- 
commendation lefc me by Colonel Clive, in 
favour of CoQim Aly Khan, and have wrote the 
Nabob on the fubjeft j copy I inclofe for your 
peroral.— I have, I think, with good reafon, many 
doubts touching the integrity, as well as capacity, 
in thefe times, of Rajah Ramnarain, and every 
principal perfon under him, and am fure the Na~ 
bob Inould changr hands there. If your fenti- 
ments do not run counter to mine in this particu- 
lar, I ihall receive as a favour, your interefting 
yourfelf in behalf of Coflim Aly Khan. 
I am ever, with finccre eftecm. Sir, 

Yoqr moft obedient Servant, 
J. Z. H. 

TV 3fr. Warren Hastings. 

SIR, Calcutta, May €, 1760. 

I HAVE already intimated to you the v?ry low 
ebb of the Company's treasury ; their whole 
pveftments ac the Arungs are at a flandi and 
without contiderable ftn^plies, w? dull not in one 
month more have fumcient for even the current 
eipcnccs of the Fadtory. — We were yefterday un- 
der -the neceffityof recommending to the Genrle- 
nien of Cofiimbuzar, their endeavouring to take 
up the mopey there on the Company's account 
for the ufe of the flik inyeftmencs ; as alio to 
the Gentlemen at Ducca, to the fame purpofe, for 
the carrying on their inveilment. Tnefe confide- 
Tations will, I doubt ngt, be fufficient to awakea 
pour attention, refpe£Hng the expences of the par- 
lp« under Spears antj Fifcher, on account not 4 
Rypfp 
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feupce has yet been remitted to us. Therefore^ 
am obliged to preb your obtaining at Jeaft one lack 
of Ru|)ees on this account, and that you will fend 
ic down with the utmoft expedition > Hiould it ex- 
ceed the fums difburfed, which I am fure it will 
not, the Nabob Ihall be duly credited for it. 
SuBering him thus to run in arrears, in this article 
of field expcnces, is the very worft fyftem of po- 
litics we <^n adopt i and an efTeftual Hop mud in 
futuce be put to it, by inflfting on an advance be- 
fore our troops leave the garnfon. Without thii 
precaution, the Company muft fuffcr great diftrcfa 
and difficulties in the conducing their mercantile 
affairs, as we find fo liidc dependancc on the punc- 
tuality of the Nabob's re-imburfmg us. I wrote 
you very prelfingly on this fubject the 23d ult. of 
which you have hitherto taken no notice. The re- 

gayment of the 100,000 Rupees lent the Nabob 
y Mr. Manningham, on the Company's account, 
muft be demanded in the moft urgent terms i and 
if you think it is not in his power to advance that 
futn, a frclh Tunka on the Kiftnagur Country 
muft abfolutcly be infifted on — I mention this 
country in preference, becaufe the remaining bal- 
lancrS to be colletf^ from it are now but fmall. 

We have the greateft reafbn to complain of the 
Nabob's injurious behaviour, refpcAing his obftruft- 
ing the colledion of our Tunkas, both in the Btir- 
dowan and Kiftnagur Countries : from whence I atn 
informed, by Mcff. Watu and Howit, riiat his 
people are, by every oppreflive meafore, extorting 
diat money which mould pay our Kiftebundees. 1 
have wrote the Nabob and the Roy Royen warmly 
on thcfubjeft, and I requeft: you renionftrate againft 
it in the fhongeft manner. — And that you fignify 
to the former, without the leaft referve, that I ab- 
folutcly will not fuffcr a fingle Rupee to be carried 
^ut of thpfc countries, whilft wc have any the leaft 
(rlaim 



clwn -upon them* . And demand likcwilc,- that lie 
immcdiawly order his pcopk to withdraw from 
thcnc«, or I \vUI, without any ceremony, diivc 

them out. 



Tfac neceffiO' trf" the Coo^any*s affairs is fudi, 
that I have been obliged to apply to the Seats for 
a loan of ID or 15 Lack, which they» under va> 
fious pretences, have rcfufed : I judged their own 
fecurity, as well as an opportunity of o^iging the 
Company* would have itmuenccd their ready com- 
pliancej but herein I judged ill. However, I doubt 
not but an occafion may offer, for manifefting a 
proper refcntment to that hoirie for this refufaL 

I requeft your fpeedy reply to this, and am, aa 
ever, molt truly. Sir, 

Your moil humble fervant, 
J. Z. H. 

To JoHV Caillaud, Efyi 

'sir. Calcutta^ May 8, 17^0. 

MY lafl: were under dates the ad and 5th in- 
Itant. In the former I inclofcd, for your 
perufal, tranllatioD of a private letter from Mr* 
Bifdom, with copy of my aofwer. I now forward 
to you, tranllate of his replication. Aiier you 
have confidered them, I requeft you will favour 
me in returning them. 

What weight or dependaace can be laid on the 
^ndments or ailertions contained in thofe letters 
ixom thedireiSioD of Chinfura, you will be as capa- 
ble of jud^ng as I am i and I Diould be extremely 
glad of your thoughts on this fubjeft : — for my 
own part, it appears to me, that the Nabob, with 
refpeft to the Dutch, is in a purfuit very wide of 
the road we have pointed out to htm ; and io which 
we ought not, nor can, &om any jultifiable caufe, 
countenance him. That they Ihould be Ip far dlf- 
. 2 ' armed 
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iroied 6f any raeads or power of ralliog diftuT" 
bRoces m the coun^ becomes abhluxely-Mce^Ty, 
boch for his fecuricy and our own :~but bejrood 
this, thit IK Ihould fuflcr his extorting iums of 
DKmey from them (which can anfwer no ufeftil 
purpoic to us» but on cbe contrary, reflect diOio. 
nour tn the power and influence we are fuppofcd 
to have over him) Is a mcafure which I really think 
will not.^ve credit to our na^ie or arms ; and 
which we cannot too foon dilclaim and objefl to. 
In tlEfe ftntiments, I dare fay, I have your private 
coocurreace i and I muiV confeJ's, I fee do public 
iDOtive which can fuUy vindicate our even winkine 
at any c^reOlve or iniquitous deCgna, levellea 
againft thefe or any other individuals under his 
covenuncnt; becaufey whatever odium may falloii 
him, the world will bcilow, and that juftly, a la^ 
proportioa on us, u knowing he dare not medi- 
tate praStcei of this kind, but under the fanAioa 
of the alliance between us : let us, therefore, for our 
own lakes* and to preierve as much w we can the 
peace of tbe country, infift on the execution of tha 
plan laid down to him t but' oppofe that meafure 
which the Niabobs, in place thereof, feem to have 
only in view, the plundering their polli:0ions ] and 
by this laudable <^)pofittoo evince them and cba 
world, it is not our wilh or aim to injure them in. 
their track, fights, or properties i but to diveft 
thcni only of that power which they fo lately, tho* 
impotently, employed to the fubverdon of ours. 
I am* ai ever« with much eftcem> Sir, 
Your obedient humble fervant, 
J. Z. H., 

' P. Si To what I Jiawe before urged, I may add 
the diiring the Dutch no a dcfperatc extremity, bf 
iiyiiig .facta- heavy and exorbitant demands on them, 
vfaidj xbc^ cannot ip hbcooc comply with, will ao* 

I .. fwer 



firer ho end, at le&ft no good one >, for tbcf wJU 
bave no refource left, but joininEr, at all eventt* 
the Nabob's enemies wkh the whole force they can 
oc41e£t together. — I have wrote the Nabob on this 
ftibjed; copy of tbcWter I inclofe you, and for- 
ward another to Mr. Haftings, by thefe Goffids. 

J, Z. H. 

7*0 Mr, Warreh Hastings. 

SIR, GdicutUy June 13, 1760. 

BY exprefs yellerday frtmi Dacca we have advicci 
that the Suba has taken off Allyverdee and 
Shaw Amet Khan's B«ums.-~— He fcnt a Jam- 
maut-daar and 100 horfe, with orders to Jeflerauc 
IChan to carry this bloody Icheme into execution^ 
with (eparate orders to the Jemmaut-daar, in cafe 
Jel&raut Khan refufcd obedience : be rcfufed aOing 
any p^rt in the tragedy, «Dd Irft it to the other } 
who carried tbcai< out by night about two miles 
.above the ci^ in a boat, tied weights to thnr legs, 
and direw them over-board : they drugged for 
fmne time, and held by the gunwcdl of die boat; 
but by ftrokes on their heads with Latdes, and 
eutdi^ of their hands, they funk.— Thefe are the 
a£b or the Tyger we are fupporting and fighting^ 
< jw. X am. 

Your obedienc humble fervanc,* 
J. Z. H. 

■ To the Hon. John Zbpr. Holwsli^ Effi 

■ SIR, Miraud-ba^y June 2t, 1760. 

THE relation tranfmitted to me in your letter 
of the 13th, of the murder q£ the two 
B^ums, filled me with horror and aftonijhment ( 
but how were thofe fenfations incteaibd» ■ when upoa. 
inquiry I was told, that not only the two wretaied 
fufierer* 



iVrfleftrs slSi^e-menuoncd, but the whole fjunity^ 
to the number of nine pcrfons, had iJUergone the 
&nefaR. -I will not mention their names, till I 
Iiave undoubted proofs of the truth of my in< 
telligence, which I wilh (thoughl cannot expeft it) 
I may find not fo bad at lad as it has been'-reprc- 
fimted tt> me.— How this circumftance efcaped my 
knoit^edge, I know not. It was not indeed an 
event to be learned from inquiry, and poffiWy the 
infamy of che fafb might have nude my friends, 
who were in the fecret, pegleA to fpeak to me 
upon a ful^eft which, from our particular con- 
nefliona with the Nabob, and fus intxe dependence 
en our power, could not bot refleft dilhortour 
opon the Englifh name. I have hitherto been 
gener^ty an advocate for the Nabob, whofe ex- 
tortions and opprelTioos I imputed to the neceflity 
of the tknes, and want of oeconomy in his re- 
venues }— but, if this charge againft him be true, 
no argument can excufe or palliate fo atrocious 
and complicated a villainy, ncx- (forgive me. Sir, 
if I add) our fupporting fuch a tyrant. 
' I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your raoft obedient, moft faitl^ul jervan^ 
Waaren Hastihqs. 

The advices fent ^m Dacca touching thefc 
murders, wtre difpacched immediately arar the 
firft rumour of the deed ; and from thence, u 
ufual, imperfect : fubTequentadvices brought the 
true flate of that execution, as fellows : 

Gofleta Begum, widow of Shaw Amcc Jung \ 

Emna Begum, mother to the Nabob Surajud 

Dowia, and widow to GeyndeAmet Khan*. 

MoradDowla, thefonof FatfiiaKooly Khan; 

adopted by the Shaw Amet Jung \ 
Lutlen Nefia Begttm,- widow of Surajud 
Dowia; ^ '■ 

Het 
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Her itiSiat dtughto-^ hj Nabob Surajnd 

Thcfe unhappy fuftercrs periHipd 9II in one lught 
at Dacca, in the manner before-recited^ with about 
tweticy of tbeir women of inferior noK, — .It wa^ 
faid _, Alleverdy Khan's Begum by fomc Fneani 
elcaped this n^acre of bar whole fainily. 

A conceived thovgh g^undlrfa jealoufy «f 
Morad Dowla's nuking his efcape from \m coo- 
fincment in Dacca, .was -the caufe of thi& iafenia) 
carnf^.' 

In the lift of the Siibah's afTafllnauon given in 
the Memorial, thcfe were omitced : 

Abdel OhabXhan, way-l^d and murdered 
by the Subah's ordcr» on the Ramna, oif 
pFeccDce of a confpiracy, in ^^ch 1760. 
Yar Mabomec, a farourite o^ Surtjah DowUi 
^aiHaaEed m prcieoce of Mhiras, April 
1760. , 

Tfl Afr. Warmw Haitinos: 

SIR, Fort WiUiam, May 8, 1760. 

yOUR favour of the 3d I received. only yeftcr- 
day ', and, out ffi the fiilnefe of my heart, 
1 wrote to you the 6th, on the obvious near ap- 
pronch of the un&iHnountable diiiculties I (hall 
have CO encounter, in coodufting the Covtpifly's 
bufjnsfa fpr the cwrent year.— The nfolof^ yo« 
nukp for the SeiM, and they foi thcsifelvu, we 
muft fubmit to j but chough cbey may hold good 
refpeAif^ thelat!ge.loao I requcfted of them, yec 
had they been iadiiwd to have Ihewn a readiaefs to 
oblige cbe CooDpftoy, cbey would at kjift have 
made a tender to vie of fucfa a fum as they could 
have fpared with conventenre to ihepifclvcs. One 
re^fon they alledge to me for thdr refofal b, their 
baving refufed the Nabob, which }. nam £nd had 
: not 
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. aoc » word of truth in it. Had they cemplioi 
with my requeft. it would hive armed them with 
ibe bcft realon they could have urged for not com- 
Blying vrith his demand ; and -it would hxve been 
wcumbenr on us' to (ctrcn tmi- prote& ttitin 'ftoSi 
soy TiolenGc intendtd againft them.— »A titde 
may come-, when they may ' fiand in need .of the 
Compan^'i- prote£tion, in which cafa tbey may be 
:tfyrcd thcjy fliaU be left to Satan to be bafinrd. 

I obftrve what you fay, refpeding your having 
advanced the 25,000 Siccas to Capr. Fifcber^far 
the payttftnc of his feparatc detachment.— ^—I'he 
troops muft be paid beyond doiibt, but if wc 
■re immediairly laid under the neceifity of t^in 
difbar^hg the fumt we receive fiwm the Nabob> 
•M his sccoufit, where will be the end of-, our ex- 
pcnces ? and bow art the Company to bir re-im- 
burfed atlaft^ if lie is fufiered thus to be in arrear» 
to us ? A ftop muft be abfolutcty put to thia 
fyflem, and fo(» : I therefore requeft you will 
communicate this, and my Uft letter to you oa 
this fubjeA, to the Majpr ; and that fome effeAual 
means may be diredly odts^ted, to free us from 
tUs tax, Sa ^eatly detrinwncal at prefeiit eo our 
affairs, tf time » given to the Nabob until the 

' campaign isclolcdt I tuiow the infuperaUe trouble 
we maU have in Rcovtrinig a ropee from him. ' ]f 
femething ii not done ^tlm^ory n> us, I fiiall bt 
under the neceSity of la^g a reprefeatatbft be- 
fore the Board, who are, I know, very vrtll inclined 
tocometo refolutions which will be moit ungracious. 
to the Nabob in his prvfeia fituation. 

Requcft the Major wiU commuoican to you 
mine of tliis dace, on the Nabob's eooteft with 
the Dutch. I am, Sir^ 

Your moft (SbtfdttK humble fervaic, 
J. Z. H. 
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TV PSTB-KiAMYATT, Efptkt. 

SIR, Fprt .ffTtBam^ nth May. 176^0/ 

IHave the pleafure of your letters of the 23d 
and 25th ulc-^^—Matten now, I-.tbink,.grow 
critical on your fide ; the Prince in your neighbour- 
hood, and, I fear, between Knox and the city* 
into which he will, I ima^ne, find no fmali diffi- 
culty to throw himfelf, without fighting unfler 
many difadvantagn, though I hope you 4re ftrong 
enough for an occaGonai famy to favour any attempt 

he may make for your relief. Notwithftandiog 

the Prince's jun£Hon with Mr. Law's inconOderable 
jbrce, I -mult confds my apprehenfions for the city, 
are greater from treachery within, than from any 
attcmpH they can make from without, whilft 
Knox and his party are fb near them. I have no 
better opinion of Ramoarain's integtity in the 
caufe, than I have of his fpirlc and capacity ; and 
the m<3ft gracious mannen his brother and Molydore 
were difmiOed by the Prince and Comg^ar Khan 
gives Q:rong caufe of fufpicion : therefore you 
cannot be foo much on your guard againft Ram- 
narain, as well as thofc who h^ve the chief pofls 
under him i and if Molydore, Donceram, and 
one or two more oi them, were furprifed, icized 
and fecured* I doubc . not but it would fcane die 
fafety of the city. .Wh^er a (lep of this kind 
would be pradicable, you are a better judge than I 
can poITibly be. If Knoi: mokes his way into the 
city, you will be {trong enough to take the abft^ute 
command of it yourfelf, which I would by all 
means recommend to you, and the fame time 
jecure thofc you have reafon to tlunk (biaKded. 
Ramoarain's btc^wardneJa to oppoie the advance 
of Mr. Law's party, which I learn from yours to 
the Major of the 25th ult. evinces that he iotend» 

ai. 
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ill, or has no command over thoffc tinder hufi t 
and conlequently he is, in cither cafe, moft un- 
worthy the truft he pofTc&s, and the fooner he a 
divefted the better. 

Let me hear from you by every poflible op- 
portunity, and belieTe me truly. Sir, 

Your mod obedient humble fcrrant, 
J.Z.H. 

r* Jo«R CAiLLAtTDt Efquire. 

■'• 10 

SIR. Fa-tmUiam, 24th Ma)^, 1760. 

LAST night a letref from the Committee was 
difpatched to you, in which you had the 
Gentlemen's general fentin^ents only on the flatft 
of things, without defcending to the particular 
caufes of thefe fennments wiiich require eluci- 
dations. 

The fucc^s of Capt. Knox juftlfies and does 
' honour to your recommendation and our appoint^ 
ment, and gives quits a new afpc£l to the late 
ddpcrate ftate of atfairs in the province of Bahaf t 
where I think the force under Captain Knox, if 
continued at Patna, will, with the afliftance of 
Ramnarain, be amply fufficienc to preferve the 
tranquillity of the country and fafety of Patna 
during that period, as alfototake the field when 
the feafoo pcripits, to quell, oi* rather prevent, any 
commotions which may b: attempted the next year 
by the Prince agatnft the Suba's government.^-^ 
We are averic, for two important reafons, to you 
(or your troops) being fanher dillant from us 
than the Purnea country, each of which I will 
fp^ak diftinctly «>. 

If we have any thing to apprehend from without, 

either from French or Dutch, we are to cxpeA 

it from this time to the remainder of the S. W, 

ttioofoon i therefore it becomes an eflential cotih 

F . fideratioa, 

'-^H'8l^ 
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fideration, thac our forces are kept as much witliui 
ciU as the nature of the prefent fervicc will admk 
of, {till giving a preference tD ourfclves, and the 
fecond place only to the defcnee of the Suba and 
lits government ; he muft hitnfelf concur and 
fubmit to the utility.of this precaudon for his own 
fatte, his Mety depending abfolutely on ours, and- 
on tbe force we have to impede the entrance of 
, any European power whatever in his country from' 
any other quarter : I thinly be need be under no 
i^prehcnfion for thefc five or fix months at Icaft. — 
Andi hope there is yet time to accomplifti the 
Suba's juR purfuits againft Purnea, and for yout- 
return to us with the troops, whcn^ the rains fet 
in i a. circumftance which kads me to my fccon<|- 
reaCbn; ■ 

Tbou^ die Prince, by this year^ invalion, has 
benefued himfelf and followers no more than by 
the laft, yet tiie confequencchas bent equally fatal- 
10 the country, or rather more fo,.— — The lai^ 
fikve of injury the Company fuffcrs in their affairs, 
by the arniual contiouance of thefe trout^es, calla- 
fbr our moft Icrious confidfiration, as I fee no end- 
to them whilft we fi»pport the prK&nt fyftem, fo 
obviouQy tending (and xhx not by (low degrees- 
neither) to our cmploj'crs ruin. To obviate this, 
fome meafures mull be adopted ; in concerting 
of which your prelcnca with us and counlels arc 
abfolutely neceilary, as foon as the prefent^ex* 
igencies of things caa adrnic of your abfcnce from 

the troops. This moment I am interrupted by 

.letters from Mr. Amyatt of the 14th, one to tho 
Committee, the other to myfelf ; in both which 
he lays fucb ftrels on the neceffity of being rein- 
forced by Europeans and Scapoys, .that I fear 
it mult over-rule all I have urged in this and my 
laQ: paragraph, aqd after all (£lige your march to 
i^fttna, with what force you think can be*rp^n;d 
from 
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nPODi nie Punea nqifedhioii % or vrlieiticr you tnajr 
not. think it eligible co 'take the whole, with youi 
uid defer that expedition for the prdent. The 
feenang refolution the Prince has talten, not to 
quit the province of Bahar, and the increafe of 
his anny, are ftrokes we could not reafonably have 
. expeded after the repulles he received at Patna. 
By UxKti o£ the 12th from thence they advife 
tii, the Prince and his army were retreated jiine 
coHe towards Tikara; by thofe of the i4.th, only 
three ; juft to ^ dear of falltes from the city. 
Mr. Atnyati fcenu to write linder the greatdl 
appichenlion as well for the country aa the Com- 

Jiany's inveftmenc of Salt-Petre, Sec. Meafures 
or the fecurity of that mull at leaft be entered on« 
though, ibr my dwA part* I fear if the Prince has 
kally niblved to keep on this lide the Soan, and 
is proceeding, as Mr. Amyatt reprefcnti, fuccourl 
4riU arrive too late to prevent mifchicf. I will 
directly ftunmon a meeting of the Seled Com- 
ioittee to reply to ftfr. Amyatt's letter, and 
traniinit you their Icntiments for your conduct. 

Since writing the above, I have received another 
Phirmaund from the Prince, ificloling the original 
ArzdaOit of the Nabob, the truth of which ap> 
pears to us to carry much probability, which is 
all I Ifaall at prefent fay to It^ What follows are 
the femiments of the other gemlemea of the Com- 
mitKe, as well as my own. 

Hithertt) our condud in fupporting the Suba's 
government can hardly be vindicated to our em- 
ployers, the more efpecially fince his flagrant and 
known breach of the treaty laft year, not only by 
his inviution of the Dutch forces A^m Batavia* 
but by his Ihameful and infuicere conduct and 
dealing with us after their arrival, and to thia 
hour rcfpeding that people, the weaknefs and in- 
conliftency 'of his whole poUiics during the courfe 
F 2 of 
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of this campaign, joitwd to the repeated crtichies'* 
murders,' and oppreRioos, daily committed by him 
or his ion on individualsi,— the dnivcrial deteftation 
of his government throughout the provinces, — 
the obvious certainty of thefe troubles in the 
country continuing without interruption, whilft 
this family ezifts at the head of it; all thefe, with 
many other conAdenatioBS.Tvhich- 1 could enume- 
rate, deraonftrates, we cannot- longer, confiftcnt 
with what we owe to the Company, to ' natural 
juftice,. and prc^rtety, and to the Bnglilh name^ 
iiipfKirt a fyftem of uilirpatimi and tyranny, which 
relirfts difhcnour on it, and muft, if perilled in, 
involve our. honourable employers aiid our colony 
in a fpeedy ruin. — The more we fee of this govcnn-' 
ment, the more is verified your ownjuft obfer- 
vation at your firft knowlrt^ of it^ That it is 
rotten to the. core: What then can be enpefkd 
from a fyftem rotten to the- very heart of it, in 
every fenft— Ruin miift attend the family, in fpite 
of our rflforts to favc t^m.i and we muft as 
afllirediy be panakers in a. greater or left degree 
thereof — to iay nothing of our drawing our fword 
in fupport of fuch a. fyfbem,. ag^nft the legal, thoT 
unfortuniite Prince ©r the country, from whom 
every advaniage and emolument we can wiflv for 
the Company, is tendered to us, without llmim- 
rion.. — This being the cafe, we are mort anjuous for 
two or three days conference with you, if poflib1&. 
We think, if there appears an ahfoluie lieceffity for 
it, thatyou maydifpatcn 150 or 200 Eiiropcans, and 
4 or 500 Seapoys, to reinforce Patna ;. and wifh 
you could, under the pretence of foliciting a 
further fnpply of troops, or ficknefs,. or any other 
cover which may occur to you, leave Capt. Yorkc 
with your detachment, and return to us, if for. 
twenty-four hours only. — —If you find this im- 
praclicairle, without raifmg fufpicions, which may 

have 
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hare confequcnces we . cannot forcfee, then fevbur 
me with your fcntiments as Toon as poflible 'with- 
out referve, I am, .with the moft perfect confi- 
&nce and eftecm. Sir, 

Yourmoftiobedieat humble rervanc, 
J. Z. H. 

?V the HonimrMe J. Z. ■Hot.-w-e t l, -f^ Prtfi- 
dent and Governor of Fort WiUiam. 

x: 1 Tj Camp at Balkifens Gardens, 

* * "' 29th May. 1760. 

I AM honoured this day with your favour of the 
24th inftant. My laft letters of the 24tha and 
thofe of yeflerday-, of the 28th, contain all I can 
urge in favour of our-«lurn -to Patna with the 
^young Nabol>— you ilcem alfo convinced of the 
nrceHi^ of it, -fincc the receipt of Mf. Amyatt's 
letters : I fhall be gtad to Bnd it further conBrroed 
by the fenrimcnts of the Select Committee. 

I am not mailer cnou^li of the fubject, to know 
how the Company's inveiimcnt of Sak-petrc will 
'be fo much hurt this year; and that you fear fuc- 
cours will arrive too late, to prevent much mif- 
chicfi but this I am -very confident of, that tf we 
do not fend fuccours, the whole .province may be 
loft, and many years inveftments to come. 
- I will endeavour now. Sic, to reply .as fully as I 
can to the fubjca on which you defirc fo carneftljr 
to know my fcntiments ; and hope what I have to 
fay will fo fully fatisfy you, that I need not at leaft 
leave the army until the campaign is quite con- 
rluded, as I think it cannot be done without pre- 
judice to our affairs. 

Bad as the man . may hi, whofe caufe we now 

iiipport, I cannot be of opinion that we. can get 

jfid of him for a better, without running the rifle 

>i)f much gt^eater inconveniencies attending on fuch 

F 3 ,a. change 
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I diaoge, riian thofc we now labour under. — I|J«i 
fame, the eftablUhing tranquillity in thefe pro- 
vinces would reftore to us all the advantages oP 
trade we could wiQi, for the profit and honour a£ 
oitr empl(^«'rs ; and I think we bid fairer co bring 
that tranquillity about, by our prcfcnt inBuencq 
over the Suba, and by fupporring him, than by 
Eny change which can be mddeJ — ■No new revolu- 
tion .csn take place without a certainty of troubles ; 
and a revolution will certainly be the confequence, 
whetwyer we withdraw our proteftion from the 
Suba : — we cannot in priidcnde neither, I believe, 
have this revolution to chance — we muft in fome 
degree itc inftrumental to bringing it about.^ — In 
fuch a cafe, it is vary pofliblc we may raife a man 
to thft dignity, }uft as unfit to govern, as little to 
be depciided upon, and in fhort, as great a rogue ,. 
»s our r^abob ; but pprhaps not ib great a coward, 
fior fo great a fool, and of confequencc much morQ 
difficult to manage. — As to the injuftice of fup- 
porting this man» on account of his pruehies, op; 
prefljons, and his being deteftcd in his government, 
I fee fo little chance, in this bleficd count*/, of 
finding a' man endued with the oppofite virtues, 
that I think we may put up-with thcli: vices, with 
which we liaye no concern, if in other matters wq 
find him fittc'fl: for our purpofe. 

As to his breach of his treaty, by introducing 
fhc Dutch laft year, that was never fo clearly 
proved, 1 believe, but as to admit of fiane doubt i 
— Colonel Clivc, before he hft the country, feemed 
fatislicd that what was fulpiciousin hts condu^ ia 
chat affair, proceeded not from a^al guilt, but 
Horn the timidity of his naiure.-^BuE if we ftiti 
fulpcft him from furihcr circumllanas, we always 
have ic in our power to put it to the teft at once, • 
by making liim acV as he ought, whether he wiH 
cr ao. . 1 ■ ■ ' 
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WiA npktd -to ckawing our fwords qguaft* tbt 
lawful Prince of the cQUDtiy i no man can men 
:piry his misfortunn than I have doae, nor would 
:any one be more willing and happy ts be inftru'' 
xnenurin aHifling him to recorcr lus juft right-,--- 
^KXt fuch a plan is not .the thought or a day, not 
chc executicn of it the work of a few mOMhs i— 
«herets a powerful partf ftili remains ; — the Vicier^ 
'wi[h the Maharattas and Jutes, who, notwitht 
Aanding the conftant fuccefs of AbdaUah agajnft 
, -them, ftill make head ^[ainft him ; and fuch ar« 
-chcir eefources and their numbers, that I belicw 
. they will at laft obbge the Fatana to leave thq 
country ; for though the)' cannot beat them fairly 
outof the fiddf they bid fair to ftarw:tbemout of 
the country. 

You have, no doubt, received adwiac from Mr. 
flaftingi, thai Abdallah hath feni ordera to the 
jeveral powers, to acluiowledge tlw Prince K.ing 
of Inddbin, by the name of Sbaw AlUus^-^ 
rupees arc flruck by Sits order k BaimavrAs and 

XiiKknow, in chat name ; orders arc Alfo aiwc^ 

-co Suj^ Oowlatt, to accept the poft of Vizier » 
and our Nabob hath got, it is faid, inftru£tioni 
40 acknowledge him, and pay him the obeifancc 
•due to the King of KJngs, as he is ftiled. 

If we were perfefbly fure Abdallah would re* 
mnn, as he fays, iJntil he faw the Prince well 
iixed on the Chronc, and the peace ^nd tranquillity 
of the country reftored, we might, I think, all 
Joined together, be a match for the Maharattas i—~ 
but we mull be well afTured that Abdallah will 
heartily enter, and when entered, will firmly fup- 
port the caufc: — for (hould this appointment of 
|iis be no more (as it is polfible) than a finifhing 
flroke, to end his expedition with the eclat of hav- 
ing given us a Mogul, and when a certain number 
o;f che country powers had entered iato the aUiance^ 
F 4 he 
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he ftould think of a return to his own rauntry* 
and leave us to Bght it out with the other coniend* 
ing party, I fear the Vizier and the Maharaitas 
would be too Urong for thofe who remained of the 
allbncet fuppoling thetn to be the Ruellahs, and 
Sujah Dowlatt, and the Nabob of Bengal.— 
However, fuppofing all this fhould take place, 
why may it oot be done with our Nabob in our 
hand, ftill his friends and his protedors ? 

I am this inftant favoured with yours of the 
agthj and I find by your poftfcript, that your 
opinion and mine, with regard to the Prince, do 
not difier much.- I have no objections to follow 
the plan you propofe ;— let Mr. Haftings found 
the old Nabob, and I will go to work with the 
young one, who joins me this day. 

We may continue our march on to patna. — The 
rains will give us time to t\egotiate, to fee we go 
on fure grounds, and make fuch a plan of the 
alliance, as will do us honour, and be an advantage 
to our country and our employers ; — but let ua 
not abandon the Nabob.— Befides the reafons I 
have urged above, one more fttll remains, which 
I believe will have fome weight, and make ui 
caudous how we attempt, without very ftrong 
and urgent reafons, any changp in the prelenc 
fyftem. 

You are well acquainted, 'Sir, with the caule 
w^ich firft gave rife to the prefent fhare of inQuen^ 
. which we enjoy in this part of the Mogul's empire : 
—a jufl refemmcnt for injuries received, was the 
jirft motive which induced us to make a trial of our 
flrcngth 1 — the ea& with which we fucceeded en-r 
largcd our views, and made us chearfully embrace 
all opportuniiics of incrcafing that imcreft and in- 
fluence, both on account of the advantages which 
accrued from it to the Honourable Company, as likei 
wife the hopes that it might in pme prove a four(;e 

of 
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of benefit and riches to our country.-^— Such were,. I 
believe, the motivcsof Colonel Clive's actions during 
bis adminiftradon ; fuch, 1 believe, were the views 
of the Honourable Company, whoi they folicited 
and obtained Colonel Coote*s regiment &om the 
Governineat ; and fuch, I am certain, is the plan 
which the Colonel propofes, on his return, to pur- 
fue and to fupport, in hopes to convince the Mini- 
ftry and the Company, as he 13 convinced himfelf, 
that if they plcafe to fupport his project, it will 
prove of the ^ateft advantage to the public. 

If I have nated our ficuation right, it follows, 
I believe, of courfe, chat we are bound with vigour 
to work on the fame plan, to a£t on the fame prin- 
ciples, and to keep up the fyftem as perfect and 
entire as it was left in our hands ; that whatevet 
relbhitions the Nation or the Company may come 
to, on Col. Clive's reprefeniations, they may not 
be di&ppointed, by finding here (at le^ through 
our fauUs) any very material change in our litua> 
tion, power, or credit. 

One word more. All we can wilh to do is, not 
to fufirr the Nabob to impofe on us, and to check 
every beginning of an independence he may en- 
deavour to aHume : — let us confult and improve, on 
every occafion that oScrs, the honour and advan- 
t^e of our employers, and the increafe of their 
trade and credit ; and not let them fuffer any addi- 
tional expence, on account of purfuing any plan, 
or fupporting any fyftem whatever. — By afting 
thus, I think we cannot err ^ we run ac leaft no 
rilk i and I believe the Company's affairs may be 
conduced by us under this Suba, as much co their 
advantage and credit, as any other whom a revo- 
lution may place in the government. 

Incloled, I have the honour to lend Mr. Amyatt's 

laft letter, received this morning. We have hail, 

95 yov will fee, apoth^r bpiQ\ with the Prince*) 

troops, 
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!troe>iM, and with gi«u fuccefit howrver, if t\e 
ocher plan goes on, we muft puc an end to this 
figbcing fyftem, and talk coolly on aSairs.— I fliaU 
txpcSt the favour of yoar oi:^nioh with great in^ 

f alienee i and have the honour to ^ure you that 
am, with perfeft rtfpcA and eftecm. Sir, 

Ybur Anoft obcdieot and moft humble (crvant, 
Jahk Caillaud^ 

It is worth remarkir^ that in this letter we lc« 
many fpfcious argurnents in favour of ftill pre- 
fcrvi/»g this fyftcmj apologies arc made for the 
Suba's cruelties and oppreHions ; and even an at- 
tempt made to extenuate his conduit in the Dutch 
affair, by attributing it to his timidity. — Howfo« 
ever Colonel dive was aftuated to declare after- 
wards, the fentiments fct forth in this letter, yec 
the Memorial fcit to the Company, (fomc time 
itfier it happened) carried the teftimony of convio 
cion, (to his having called in the Dutch) figned by 
Colonel Clivc and bis whole council. Poffibly w« 
may be wrong -, but ftill wc will not hcfuate to 
£iy, that ndiher the pen nor tongue of a Cicerd 
fhiould influence na to tt^nk, the mo(t acrocnuf 
crimes and cruelties can admit of jSalltacion, lee 
iHe complexion or principles of that government 
be what they will, — much Irfs vindicate the fup- 
portitig fuch wickedi>ef^ let the advantage!) he 
ever fo great to ourfclvcs.— But waving here tbefc, 
and fcvcral other parts of this letter, we beg leave, 
to refer you to our anfwcrimmediatt^y following, 
where we think we have rendered the whole invalid. 
—It is more worthy remark, that all the argumentf 
fo forcibly xtrgcd there, vaniftjed ori Governor 
Vanfittart's arrival at Fort William — without, a$ 
we remember, any material alteration jn the face 
of affairs •,— for, after the flight of Cuddcim Hot 
{.-in KFian, the r^ns kt in* and a (top vas pot to 



«1) opcnaoia of die field.— It is true, things wn^ 
growing woife and worfe-,— but tbac was no more 
than wa& forcleen long before, as appears from 
Mr. Holwelt's repeated and urgent reprefentatiom, 
on his part, as well as on that of the Committee, 
dioug^ then without obtuning any due influence: 
nor will this be much wondered at, when we \m~ 
miik. the canfe. The Major having undoubted 
realbns to expert a change in the government of 
Calcutta, and that Mr. Yanftttart would probablf 
arrive with us in July, or fooncr ; it it but raliona) 
to think, that the Major rather chofe to be joined 
with Mr. Vanfittarr, with whom he had been long 
connected in friendftiip, (than with Mr. HoIwcU, 
who was in a manner a {Iranger to him) in the fub- , 
verfion of a government which he faw mirft inevi- 
tably be brought on, but at the fame time thought 
would admit of delay. This muft have been ihe 
plan of thinking adopted by him then, or his fub-; 
Sequent conduiit in falling immediately into, and 
having fo principal a part indepofing ivlhir Jaffier 
Khan, muft appear wholly unaccountable. — MeflVs. 
Holwell, Sumner, and Mac-Gwire, the msjoritjF 
of your Select Committee, very clearly faw througli 
this t^uife ; for they too had received intimarion 
of Mr, Vanfittart's appointment ; and convinced 
that nothing could be effeftuatty pufhed by their 
niajonty in the Committee, without having a con^ 
curreoce from the heart with the Commander in 
chief of your forcps in the field, contented ihemr 
felvei with remonllrances on the unhappy lituaticn 
of your affitirs ; — having no other akcrnattve in 
their power. To the truib of this, we venture to 
refer to Mr. Sumner, now in England. 

Here wc will b^ leave to fay publicly, what we 
jiave often faid in private to fome of your Court of 
i>iredorsj If you would have your affairs con- 
flufted properly in Bengal, give your Commander 
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in chief, rank, title, emoluments, any thing » 
niake him refpeftable in the eyes of that govern- 
ment, and your own'forces ; — but give him not a 
vote in your Committees or Councils : — recent and 
melancholy proofs erince the impropriety of doing ■ 
it. — There will ever be one fet of political views in 
the cabinet, and another in the camp } and this 
inevitably muft be the cafe : — if it had not been fo, 
you would, in the month of May or June 1760, 
have been yourfelvcs Subas of Bengal, and now in 
po0eSiGn of between two and three millions ftcrling 
per amum. 

?o JoH^f Cailxaud, £^ 

SIR, Calcutta^ June 14, 1760. 

MANY of the various reafons you afTign for 
our fupporting this government, at all 
events, I Ihould moft readily lubmit to, were we 
At the fame time in any Htuation of fupponing uid 
<xuidui5ting the Company's af&irs with fuccefs and 
honour, or indeed of conducing them at all. They 
are burthencd with a m.ilitary iorce at the expence 
of near 50,000 Ru^es each month, their bare pay, 
bcfides the immenfe charge of military itores, Sic. 
The charges of their works, one month with an- 
other, amount to from 70 to 90,000 Rupees. 
The Company's great ft;pport, at this time, wUl be 
expefted from their Bengal inveftments ; and if we 
return them this feafon one fhip's compleat cargo, 
it will be tiK utmoH' the prefent profpea promiles: 
for fome time the bufincfs at their diEfereot Arungs 
has been at a Hand ; they have in a manner loft 
cheir filk invedment for this feafon. — The balance 
«f their treafury, one lack and half only, without 
any hopes of a material fupply, we havii^ ufcd 
every means in our power to borrow on their ac- 
count without fuccefs : In hourly cxpeftation of 

their 
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thdr en&t fuficrii^ further dif^ce, from out 
inabUity co anfwer ibc feveral bills drawn on as 
frotndifferent quaners; in lefs than the fpace of 
•DC month a dilgraccful Hop tnuft be put to the 
progrcfs of our new works ; and I declare to you, 
I lee not where we {hall get money for the pay of 
cur troops in ^urifon, and much kfs for the fcr- 
vice of uie marine, and other current cxpences of 
the PDcfidcrnqr.— I have no doubt but you will 
give due weight and attention to the foregoing real 
ftate of the Company's aSairs ; and from thence be 
convinced, that the fupport ^ the prefent fyAcait 
until the Company's pleafuFe is known, will reduce 
us to Jio fyftem at all -, the mpre iurely fq, as w« 
have fo little fowidatioo to ezpe6l any fupplics at 
all fivm them, by the ihips of.this feafon. 

Had it ever been my wifii «- intention to have 
taken our fupport frdm the prefent Nabob, and 
transfer it to any other, your arguments, in thac 
cafe, would have, all the weight with me theji 
fo greatly merit } but, I think, on a rcprerentat4on 
of mine tO' you, and the copy of mine t<> Mr. 
Amyact, you will fee that was not my aim ; foe 
I concur minutely with your objections to fuch a 
fiep, and am very dear we fhould not mend oui 
fttuation by a revolution in favour of any other, 
who would, ai you truly obferve, prove as bad as 
the preftnt, and probably worlc it—Buc my views 
for the Comply went much higher. That d>c 
country will never be in a fettkd, peaceful ftaie» 
whild this family is at the head of it, is a pofitioo 
] lay down as inconteftable ; ' and that until the 
country enjpys diac ftate, the Company's affairs 
mult, in coniequencr, be daily approaching to 
certain ruin : I therefore j.udge we could never b^ 
pofleflcd of a more jull or favourable opportunity 
to catry into execution, what muft be done,. X 
plainly fee,, one. time or pthec, if the Company 

have 
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tiAVcevcr a fecurcfetoting in the pmvinces, to vAij 
Take this country inco their ovn handt, Umidog 
ourlelves to the province of Bengal only, or cx^ 
tending our views to thoie of Bahar and Otixa, a* 
on future debate might be thought moft dig^Ue. 
The fituation of the Prince-at pretcnc is fuchi that 
I am fure he would readily and tliaakfully hearkctf 
to an overtute from us, and without hefiutionv 
grant a Phirmaund appointing the Coo^Mny per- 
petual Subas of the province. His two Kwr- 
maunds to me, as I before advifed you, offiired a 
Carte Blanche for the Company { and I dare fay^ 
that to you was of the fame tenor. With seiptiSb 
to the validity of receiving a Phirmaand from hio^ 
I cannot think it pofiibly liable to impeachmcM n 
That he is the legal heir to the empire is beyoMl 
contradi&ion -, diat Abdallab hat praeibimed htm 
Emperor, by the rtamc of Shaw AUum, ordered 
Sccas to be ftrack in his itimc, and called hidi to 
the throne, are truths which now I believe will 
admit of no doubt. But, on fuppofieioa thiogs 
fbould come to the woii^ and the ifliie of chein 
at lalt prove in favour of Shaw Jehawn, I coRceivc 
it would very little affeft us, when once in pot 
fi^Blon of the provinces ; for kt the lot of eiBpire 
fall to whom it will, the regular PBmitcanoe of the 
ftipulated revenues of the country, from which that 
court had hardly ben^ted fincC the time of Si^ah 
Khan, would fecure a conBnn'ation, from whatever' 
Prince fills the throne, if his eyes are open to hit 
own intercft. 

The foregoing favourable circumftarKcs coaR- 
dered, tether with the prefent ftate of the Com-i 
pany's affairs, and the muiy juft cauTes and provo* 
cations we certainly have againft fupporting this 
governnwnt any longer, can we, conftflently with 
our duty . to the C<Hnpany, difregard an overture, 
which in fatt came firft from die Prince, fo im- 
menfel/ 
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tna^tJj uVantag«)U3 to tliHr a^fa—- and Moflitd- 
mg lb gTMtly to their honour ?— and by which we 
Iboutd be fufficiently enabled to prevent the Ficnch 
ever rrgaining a footing in Behgal, or even an en- 
trance to the country ?— Circumftances wc have 
moft to apprehend irom, of any thing that can 
pofTibly happen to the moleftation and deftruftton 
of the Company's influence and concerns in Indian 
for in fuch an event, we can, from experience, 
^tdge the tfliftance we ffiould receive from the pre- 
fcnt government. 

I have this mcnnent received your favour of- the 
loth from Hybot Gunge, and think five or fix 
^ays wtfl bring you near the city. As nothing, 
material has happened, your obliging apology for 
not writing more frequently, was ncedlefs, for I can 
very foon account for every moment of your time^ 
in fuch troublefome and forced marches. — I ob(erve 
the firft frelh difcouragements which check the 
Prince's hopes ; and yet I think if he gives us the 
Subadary, promotes Mhir Taffier and his fbn si> 
ibme confiderablc poftsj and takes them and their 
troops with him, and ts joined by 4 or 500 of Etr- 
ropcans, with 2 or 3000 Scapoys, and a good fieW 
artillery, the refolt -wouH be m hie favour; and 
that, with thefc herps, he woitld gain the throne 
of his anccftors ;— for though after the late fucceis 
of the Morartors agatnft Afad JTafi's VHier, h might 
be imprudent in Sujah Dowlet to advancr tto tht 
fomhwanJ; yet when he was jioined' by .die Prince, 
with a formidable force, there would be no objec- 
tion to Sojah DtfwJtc's joining him with his whole- 
power, in his match to Belly.— Think, Sir, bov 
morioOT « circumfVance for our t^ompany and na» 
Son, to be aiding in fo juft and honourable a fcr^ 
vice ! »nd what might they not both expcft, if the- 
Frifioe wa> cftirtihfited m lAc throne of' hidoftani 
i . aa 
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an event which appears to me a moral certainty^ bf 

fuch a coalition as is juft hinted at above. 

If oiattcfs (houJd chance to come into treaty, a 
raciBcation of Colonel Clivc's Jagicr muft not be 
forgot. I am with real cAeem, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 
J. Z. H. 

How far his LordQiip's prior and fubfequcM 
treatment of Mr. Holwcll, merited this teoder 
confideration, we leave to his Lordfhip's brcaft ;— 
and only remark, that this thought never occurred 
to his bofom friends, when they had it in their 
power to have fcrccned him from much trouble 
ftiid more anxicQr. 

To Phter Amyatt, Efq; 

SIR, CakuHoy 30th May, 1760. 

SINCE mine of the 25th, I have received a 
letter from Mr. Haftings, encloling abftra^ts 
of one from Jugul Kiflbre, the Nabob's agent at 
Detly, to the Nabob, advifing him of the Shaw 
Zadda being ai5luaUy proclaimed King, and called 
ta the throne by Abdallah \ and that the Vizerut 
was fent to ^uza Dowla, who has already ftruck 
Siccas in the Prince's name. If this incident is 
really fa£l, which appears probable enough ftota 
the many particulars recited in Jugul KilTore's let- 
ter, our proceedings will require the nicefl conduct 
at this conjunAurc ; and as we have hitherto op- 
,poicd his arms, we mull attone in future ibr fuch 
oppoGtion, by making our force as lervlccable to 
hun as poflible,— even by joining him with fuch 
part of them as we can pofObly fpare, to aflift him 
in iecuring the peafsable poflTeflion of the throne j 
provided we can thereby gain fome eflential point, 
2 which 
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Wlii<;h we tnuft now moft a/Tiduoudy purfuc, f6^ 
the Companjr's benefit -, the fuccefs and ,accotn- 
plifbmcnc of which will greatlf depend on fours 
•nd the Major's addrets* to whoin I Ihall cnclof<;! 
fx>py of this, that you may i& in concert on thix 
occafion for the public good. - 

On fuppoficioD that the Prince is recognized 
Emperor by AbdalUb, I d«.Oot lee how we can^ 
confif^nt with our duty to the Company, to natu-* 
tal juftice, or ibund politic*, ' fupport this funiif 
any longer againll the Prince, without the rooft 
flagrant l»^ach and violation of the laws of oatiopsi 
Whilft hii right remained doubtful, a pretext 
barely plauCble remained fot- our conduct but 
this rccc^nition of the Prince by Abdallah, and 
the principal Omrahs of this empire, divells ub 
even of that pretext ; and our pcrfifting will lay 
Us, I fear, not only liable to cenCure from the Com- 
pany, but from the whole world. 

That the Suba will labour to exculpate KiitiTelf, 
■by throwing the odium of the rcfiAance made to 
the Ptince in thefe dominions on us, I have not 
the leaft doubc t of which tliere needs no Wronger 
proof, than his fecreting this extraordinary event* 
%tuch on the inftant he Ihould have communicaied 
-to me* by virtue of the treaty fubfifting betwees 
him aad the Englifli } for all the intelligence of 
-this affair I have from Mr. Hallmgs only, who 
obtained the copy of Jugul Kiflbre's letter from 
the MoonQiee, contrary, he believes, to the Suba's 
Intentions } — fo that, on the whole, we may rea- 
ibnably conclude, he is well advanced by this time 
in makmg bis peace with the Prince at our ex- 
pence, and poOibly at the price of the Company's 
-ruin ;—in which he muft be countermined without 
Ids of time, and every piece of treachery carefully 
euarded againft, which cither he or his fon, we 
know, are capable of projei^ing againft our troppSr 
G 01 
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or us. I yeflerday received a letter from the old 
Nabob, - dcfiring me to order part of Captain 
Fifcher'S command to Midnapore, for the Iccuriiy 
of that pface, and ctiUcdion of the revenues^ 
which in my anfwer I abfo'.utely Jcfufed, alledging 
for rea(bii that his own people were fuJiy equal t* 
that fervice, and that I could noc think of making 
any further difperfion of our troopsy a£ a time 
■*hen we might daily exped an enemy in the river. 
' — ^We cannoc bt too much upon our guard agaihft 
yiis government, at this wery critical period, for i 
perfe<fbly know ii capable of the molt fuperlative 
bafenefs and treachery, 

-AH thefe particulars prcmifcd and duly confii- 
■dcred, the plam for our immediate conduft obvi- 
©tlfly prrfcBts itfdf The Prince's rcfcntment to 
tins family is ftich,- that I am convinced the firft 
overture from us would be moft readily embraced 
by him and his Miniiters, that now we ihall have 
it in oifr own povfCT to make our own terms for 
the Company ;■ and that if we lofe ihi^ opportunif)«,. 
It is evident to mfrwclhall neverget another j and that 
the'Compary muft ever remain on. the; moft precar 
rimrs and dangerous footing in this country. . 

The- terms to be laboured for, which now. occur 
to me, arc, ilV, The Subadary of Bengal, cotn- 
prifing Siccli-gHlly, or TcUiagurry, for. the Com- 
pany, — zd, Iheir Governor, for the; time being* 
CO bear the tick of Suba, or Nizam, of .tlie pro 
vinct'i, — 3d, Mr. Law and his troopi to be dclii- 
vered up to us. — 4ch, No oihcr iiuropean pa«ver 
whatevar to be allowed to lK>ld or maintain aib£ti&- 
cation or troops in [he|»:ovince. — 5t;h^ Aa ablolute 
■grant, -or phinnaund, for the feturity of oar SaJ&- 
pecrc farm, frcc'from all caveats and difficukies.— 
■6th, A ratification of our treaties, with Surajad 
^owla, and the ptefent iJuba. — '7th, Full indcmni- 
6<!H!onand actLuitrai to the Company, for all our 
aaiicDf; 
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ahttinc phtrmaunds, gihnts, and prtvireges, anci 
full confirmation of the fame to toe company.-— 
6cit, :A leucr to be obtaio^l irom the Emperor to 
the :King of Great-Britain-, fctting forth the parti* 
culars or ail thcfe grants to his fubjeftj. 

On, our fide we engage, ifl. To make due antj 
regulir Tcmiitance to court, of the ftipulated rcve- 
nuca-of the province. ---id,- To quit the proteAba 
of the'prefent family in ' the govcrnmcntL'—gd, To 
Jiay obedience to all orders ifluing from the throne; 
and 4th, To join thePrince Wiih all the troops we 
■can poffibly ipare from the defeoce ^f ;thc Com- 
pany's poliTcDions : but this laft article to be avoid- 
ed, if pradticable* 

If you, jointly with Major Caillaud, ibink the 
foregoing plan can bs-tfarriedinco execution, con- 
iiftent'withtheCbmpany'a fefcty and advantage, the 
lame fhall be laid before, the liDardrf. and -.proper 
powers tranfmitted t6 -yoo if it meets -with their' 
approval. If you .judge it impfajSttcatk", fivour 
mc with your fentimcnts^ and poiot out whatothcr 
probable fcheme we can adopt, i to extricate-, the 
Company's affairs from the difficulties -and-otK 
ftrudions they labour under. I am. Sir, • 

Your moft obedient humble Sdrvant^ 
J. Z. H. 

To the Hon. j OKU Ze PH. Hol^bli,-. ' 

SIR, Camp at Pauncb-ruckee-, Juncafi^ 1760." 

SINCE 1 had the pleafurc to apprize you of 
Captain Knox's fucccls againft Caudint Hof- 
Jein Khan, I have crofled the river with the Na- 
bob, and have been in ■ full purfuit of the lame 
enemy for feveral days' paft. Encumbered, by his 
treafure, and a great quantity of- baggage, he was 
very much impeded in his retreat, and retired Sa 
flow from us, 'that ycfterday morning,' after :a 
G a march 
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msnih of Cix htiim, we found otnfelves in ilg^t 
ef hU rear-guards j):dvircd of our approad), he- 
had then JuflrArucR 'im camp, wliercki' he left. 
nrelve very fmall pietcs- of cannon'; and without 
teeming to □bferV'e us, continued on his way about 
thm cofs funticfv vtith onr army folloinng him^ 
At ehe- eittrcmicy of a. large plain, bordcied by a 
thick grove, and tllree- or-lbur villages, which- 
«ovcfed put? of hts.trdopst he made a halt, and 
drew up his cannon. We ditd the fame upon the- 
-platn, and a mutual cannonading cnfued. Pre- 
vious to this, I had fent ' rqxated mcflageS'to ths 
Nabob (who rrmained a cunHderable diftance in 
osr roar), immediately to difpatch a body of ca» 
valry, to Hop tiiem and kocp them in play, and. 
not fijffer fo fair an ocaaGon- to be iErecrievably 
I^ ; ur^g,, at the h&x time, how hnpoHible ic 
waft for men on foot, fatigued with a- long marcfi^ 
to- attempt to pu rfue horfe : but he continued deaf 
to my remonftrancea, iatid inftead of fending me 
'tfie leafl; xfTiftance,. formed his troops above a mile 
in our reap, and chcre waited looking on until thp 
'eneniy fitted the Beld. From the commence- 
ment of the cannonading until the firing ccaTcd, it 
was abbat four hours. Linte execution was done 
on either fide. Two or three times they appeared 
in a large body, coming down upon us j but on- 
our advancing,, imraediattrly retreated. We drove 
them from the villages, and they abandoned to us 
ievert more pieces ot cannon, and as many camels- 
loaded wirh rockets. During the adion, which. 
-TCtjt profaabljr was a foint, for that very, pUrpofe, 
■diey-nund' means to unload all their hacKcries of 
tlieir ntafure, Genanah, and other valuable effefls* 
40 piade them upon camels and elephants, with 
which they went off, and are now far enough cue 
«fo»r reach. All their empty hackeries they alfo 
ielt.Eis^nd::ihem. Nothing could induce die Na- 
a bots. 
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bob, even after !lH wa» ovat^ to hi'i li tK»dy <*f 
hoffe to intercept them in tbcir retreat, which 
might h4vc been effe^ed with very little hfo&rd, 
J (parched ieyea<oi4 after thep ^U outrning, bw 
foupfl tbey bad kft their CAtnp* and deptrwd is 
the oight. I h*ve the bciJour (o be, wifh equal 
«cfpca«ad^ftecn). Sir. 

Your otqQ: obs^iK. hufrtbte fcfvapt, 

Tff JP£TEJC AwysTT, gE^ 

^ I R. J»ly <, r7fo, 

IN expe&ation of hearing morctpirticularly from 
you, on :the Msyo^s arrival with 70U, I defer* 
icd hitherto replying to your favour of the i2tb 1 
i)at now tender you my beft thanks ibrihac, ana 
another of the 19th, -imhiri duplicate. 

We may fa>^ «ery truly, that we htm not 

f lined much by this wildgoole -caiDpaign. Tiw 
rince and his iiicnds Juve gained lels, except wo 
4ois them a doibbing^orxwo into thcirfcale. KnoK 
is a hrxve fi:lIow, and I dare fay the Major wiU 
jinifh Cudheim Hoflein Khan, at yov pJirafe it, if 
liedoes but-ftay, and give hisn as fair an-oppor* 
tiuiity. ' But pny, a&er all, what is to be the end 
-of all Ae& jnarches, ^counter-matchiogs, -drub' 
bings, &C. ? Methinin 'we fccm Jb keen after thia 
royal game, as never once <to recolle6t, that the 
Coropany imift itarvc, if we find them no other 
.amu&ment'; we will iuppofe Cudheim Hoflein 
Khan &ii(bed, and the Prince dmen out oi*the 
country, with all Jiis adherents, :UntM the rains 
-break up ; >Khen, in si\ human probability, the 
Jamc royal hunt begins again, and fo on, ad infi- 
Mtiunit wbilft the Company have nothing but ruin 
jn profpe^l. No money, no goods, no credit even 
wth tkat £overnmint ivc are fuppcrting ; wbkli 
id 3 on 
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on the contrary, in place of advancJug, in this dif- 
trcflcd ftate-of our affairs, obftrufts and etnbarranes 
us on every occ^fion, in the coltcftion of the 
Timckas which are our due, and is capable of re- 
fulingus a pcrwahnah for a year or two's chlnam 
to finifli our new works. And to form tp you a 
compleat idea of Mahomet Jafficr Aly Khan, .be 
is now, at this very juncture, whilft we are Hiking 
our own throats to favc hb, in fecret negociation 
with the Morattors, to introduce a body of 25 or 
30,000 of them into the provinces. He has agreed 
to pay then-, 12 lack in three months; aconfiderable 
iiim was near being advanced to them, when he 
was informed I had intelligence of it, and then he 
dropped it. Muflaloode Mahomet Khan was dif- 
parched to Cuttack, with two other Morattors, to 
finifh this burinefs. 

I an:i forry the Major's fentimcnts and yours fecm 
to differ from my own, reipcfting the ncceflitywc 
are under of fupporting this government, at all 
events and in aU circumftances. I muft confefs, 
my reafon is not at alt convinced of this obliga- 
tion. - If this muft hold until the Company's plea- 
fure be knovn, it can hold on no other terms, 
than the Nabob's making over fome other parts of 
the country, that will fully reimburfe the expcnce 
of the troops ; for by Heaven ! wc fhall ■ not be 
^le to pay them two months longer. I am.truly, 
5ir, 

Tour moft obedient humble Servant, 
J. Z. H, 

f'o Afr, "Warrbn Hastings, 

S I R, Peri mUim, i6th July, 1760, 

yOUR obliging letter of the lath reached mc 
only this morning, as alfo yours to the Scleft 
Conamiticc. The J"udden ^eath of the young Na- 
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bob is very striking, and mud, I chink^occafion 
qpmmodoos in the provinces. Hiid Providence 
thought proper to have appointed, hy th? ifen? 
flalh. Rajah Raagebullub to attend him to the 
odier TiPorld, the country would have had a dQi\ble 
benefit. Mhiun's troops, returning under his 
command, 1 think -^11 prove bad .politics. He 
has bcen.aCfhe bottom, the greatcaufe of thcj^ng 
diflentions. between Mhiran and his father ; and tho 
young Nabob^s tro^, we .pretty well know,. Hivp, 
neither afTefiion ibr the old .Nabob, nor can^uiC 
faith or cfmEdencc in him. My Kign Js Ihort i 
(I conceive Mr. Vanfittart wiU arrive with us in ten 
days the fartheQ:} howcv»^ flton as it is, i would 
viiiingly employ '^e tail hour of it for the advan- 
tage of the public : ftiall therefore tranlmit witf^ 
this that advice to the okl Nabob, which appear* 
to me moft elTential for his lervice at this jum^ture, 
and what wiU, I think, prove moft conducive to 
the-fcttling the peace and trajiquilllty of his coun- 
try. Copy of my letter to the old N abob I inclofe 
you ; my plan, you will oblerve, is fhort, and 
eafdy to be eftcded, now his ion is gone — 'to wit, 
to throw himfeif into ihc arms of Mhir CollnB Aiy 
Khan aiid Roy Booiub ; and dil'mifs from his 
Councils thofc two vipere, Aga Salah of Cutcack, 
and Rajah BuUob, as weU as that infamous in{tru- 
incnt of his cruelties, Chuqcon. 

You will fignify to the Nabob, that, on the .re.. 
ceipt <rf your lettera I paid every cuftomary conii 
phmcnt t'j his.fon's-meraory, fuch as minute guns, 
colours of the fort and Ihips lioilted half maft, &c. 
and have wrote him alfo a feparate letter of condo- 
iance on this melancholy occasion. I am, Sir^ 

Your mo(^ obcdi<;nt humble Serv^ant, 
' J.Z.-H, 

- . ■ ■ ' ■ g\ '' ■ ■ ' t:s. 
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P. S. Vou will oblervc, that in 017 letter to tbtf 
Nabob, I have as yet only mcpdoncd Coffim A% 
Kbu to hio>. 

Thus hr advanced^ ve think it ellcndally pnv> 
per to lay the whole |)r<^;refs of this rcTolubon be* 
lore you, eren to the minuteft circumftancc. 

To give governor Vanllnart a full knowledge of 
the er^Bt muatkxi of the pravincee, and ftate of 
' the Company's affairs, the corte^ndeDcc and me- 
morial were preJened to his peruf^ and confident* 
tion, together with all letters received, as well fron 
the country bowers as others. The refult was a 
declaration from hins that one or odier of Mr. 
Holwell's plans muft be puriued, without loia of 
time, to fave the Country abd Copipany from im- 
pending ruin. — Colonel Caillaud was immediately 
ordered from Fatna to join our Councils — be ar- 
rived. Three or four days produced, from the 
Governor, a long ftatement of the preiwit face of 
.affairs, and the neceffity of adopting meafures 
therein propofed, which were in a manner literally 
taken from the corrcfpondencc and memorial, anq 
obtained the fandtion and concurrence of Colonel 
Cullaud, and the majority not only of the com- 
Uiittee, but of the council alio. 

At this period Mr. Holwell received irequent 
letters from Mhir Mahomet CoOim Aly Khani 
containing the ftrongeft profeffions and afiurances in 
favour (^ the Company, if, by our fupport, b^ 
was promoted to the fuccePGon of the Pcwannee^ 
and other pofts enjoyed by the late Chuta Nabobs 
Jus brothcNin-law. Thcfe letters were duly com, 
munipated to Mr. Vanflttart, (o whom he likewifii 
wrote, but with more referve, imagining Co- 
Jonet Caillaud had fwayed him in favour of Rajah 
Itaagebullob, though withou; any real g;round for 
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fitdk fafpaaoa. Theft matters bong debated ia 
commiure, it wu judged eligible to obtain pCFr 
Iniflioo fcM* CoOltn Aljr Kban's paying a viQt tQ 
Calcutta i a circumftancehc himJelf had intimated, 
in a letter to the Governor and Mr. Holwell ; the 
tiines gave good pretence for it, to wit, adjufting 
the operations of the next campaign, and finally 
Jettling the accounts of the Tunka's. To gain thu 
point, the Governor and Mr- Holwell wrote to the 
Suba'wtch good fuccafs ; CoOlm AI7 Khan had per- 
minion to come to Calcutta, and left the city fomt 
days after, and arrived with us about the 20th of 
September. 

The ufual ceremonies over, be had a private 
conference or two with the Governor; but ftill 
forming doubu of his being influenced by Colonel 
Caillaud, kept himfelf much on the relerve i the 
Governor expoftulatcd with him on fo improper * 
condu&. To this he replied, that he bad the 
ftrongeft tcafoni to conclude the new Colonel wa 
his enemy ; and therefore dcTired Mr. HolweU 
might be deputed to have a conference with him, 
to whom he could open hta whole heart with con* 
fidence and freedom i to which the Governor gav« 
a ready a^nt. 

Mr. HolweU being well apprized that Coja Pe^ 
truTe (to whom the Company owed much in tb^ 
lift revolution, but much more in this) had tht 
greateft weight with, and influence over Coflim 
Aly Khan, had fccured him on the fide i)£ the 
Company ; and at a private interview with hin^ 
irt Mr. Hdwell's garden, on the fiune day of the 
conference between the Governor and CoQim Aly 
Khan, Mr. Holwell formed a rough plan of tK 
terms which muft be infilled on for the Company, 
in lieu oi the prate^on and fupport given to Cof- 
fira Aly Khan ; which Petri^e cnga^d he would 
latt^tKMj to the utmoll of hu power and influence. 

The 
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■ The next morning, the 24th of September, Mr. 
Holwcll communicated his conference with Petnifc, 
and lakl the rough plan before the Governor and 
SeleA Committee, who approvcd.of it, wiihlittle 
variation ; and the z5th was appointEd ibr the 
conference between him and Coffim Aly Khan. — 
They nF»et « fcven, and about nine Mr. Holwell 
received a (nefTage from theGovernor,-iati[natin^ 
that the Sele^ Committee was going to fit, and 
would continue fitting, until he joined them with 
the refult of tlie conference. 

' After the ufual compUmetits and many grateful 
acknowledgments on the part of Coflim Aly Khan, 
for tlic many inftances of friendfhip he had re- 
ceived from Mr. Hoi well, during his government, 
the fcene in- point opened ; when, with very little 
hefitarion, he dilcovered his views were more cx- 
fenfn'c than -had been imagined. He urged the 
repeated treacherous condiift of the Suba. and the 
late young Nabob to the Englifh, who had been 
not only their Creators, but their fupport and prcr 
fervers ; expatiated on their cruelties and murders, 
and the univerfal abhorrence of the people againft 
the Suba and his houfe;- dwelt much on his per- 
fonal ingratitude to himfdf, in two attempts whicii 
he h^ made on his life, at the inftigation of the 
lace young Nabob ; — exclainsed againft the {ecrel 
negociation he had carried on with the Shaw Zadda 
:and the Dutch ; — communicated the private orders 
he had received from the Suba, when be was feoc 
down againft the Dutch, to favour them, in con- 
tradidion to the public ones, tranfmitted by the 
Suba at that time to Mr. - Holwcll ; clofing this 
introduAion with faying, that the Suba wa^ inca- 
pable of government ; that no faith or truft could 
be put in him ; and that, if he was not taken olf, 
it would never be in his power to render th^ 
.; CQm|iaiij[ 
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Company thofe fcrvices which he had (6 mxKh ^ 
hearr. 

Mr. Holwell, who little expcfted a preliminary 
of this kind, exprcffed much aftonilhment arid ab- 
horrence at the overture — and replied, " That 
" howfocvcr little the Suba dcfervea confidcration, 
" yet that the honour of the Company, and tht 
*' Englilh name, forbid our hearkening to any 
" attempts againft his life or dignity ; that care 
" would be taken, neither he nor his evil minifters 
*• (bould in future have power either to injure him, 
*', the Company, or his Country, in (he manner he 
*' had already done; but that unlcfs he (Coflim 
**' Aly KhanJ dropped alt mention, as well as every 
** intention and attempt of the meafure- he had 
•* intimated, the conference miifl; end there." To 
this he acquiefced, but with evident diflatisfaftion 
of countenance ; and only added, that as he had 
no fopport but the Englilh, he muft fubmit to theit 
meafures ; but feared Mr. Holwell was not fo 
much his friend as he hoped and expe£l:cd. 

This obftrudion being removed, bufinels and 
much altercation took place ; none prcfent but 
CofTim Aly Khan, Mr. Holwell, Coja Perrufc, 
and Coflim Aly Khan's head Moonfhec {or Pcrfian 
fccretary); and after debate on each article, the 
following were agreed to. 

lit, That Coflim Aly Khan fliall be invefted 
with the Dcwannee,, be declared Chuta Nabob, 
and fucceffor in the Subafliip to Mhir Jafficr Aly 
Khan, and enjoy all the polls poflcflcd by the late 
young Nabob. 

ad. That all ads of the government fhall run 
under the fcal of, and in the name o f Mhir 
Jaffier Aly Khan j but the executive power fhould 
reft in Coflim Aly Khan i the dignity of the Suba 
fQ remain inviolable in the perlbn of the former, 

witlj 
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with ao allowance of one Lack of Kupws per 
tnenfem, for the fupport of his houlhold, &c. oe- 
pencei- 

jd. That Coffim Aly Khan ftialJ pay and make 
aood the balance of die Tunka's^ as lately ad- 
juftcd with Omid Roy, on the part of Jaffier AI7 
Khan. 

4th, That the Company (hall keep up $, ftand* 
ing force, for the defence of the government and 
pFOTUKcs, conTiftin^; oi 8000 Seapoys, 3000 Eu- 
ropean Foot,' zooo Country Cavahy, and 500 
Eur{^}ean Horfe. 

5th, That to enable the Company to keep up 
the above Handing force, the countries of Burdo- 
maan» Midnapore, Chjttygang, and half the an- 
nual produce <^ the Chinam at Sillet, fhall be 
ceded to the Company m perpetuity. 

The above five articles contain the full tenor and 
el&ntials of the treaty, though not a UcenU copy of 
it. — A fixth arxiclc, prcfled ay Mr. Holwdl, That 
Coflim Aly Khan fliould concur with the HngUlh 
in acknowledging the rights of the Shaw Zadda to 
the throne of Indoftan, was 1^ dormant, and to 
be adjufted a^ future events fliould point out. 

By one o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. HolweU 
attended the Committee, with the articles agreed 
to by Coflim Aly Khan, which met the unanimous 
approval of the members. At this commitue it 
was moved and requefted by the Governor^ and 
backed by the Committee, That Mr. HolmU 
would accompany the Colonel (who was ordend 
to return to Patna) as far as the city, with jcMnt 
powers from the Committee, to carry the forcing 
articles into execution amu:ably, if pofliblc, other- 
wife to force the Suba to a compliance. To tluc 
purpofe ithey were to be accompanied byji detach- 
ment of 100 Europeans, 4 pieces of field arSUcry, 
and, 5 or 600 Scapoys, under the command of 
Major 
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M»6^ Toriu, on pretence of reinforcing the troops 
ScPatna. 

This jcrrice wis peremptorily refuftd by Mr. 
Holwell, for the following rcafbns : — Firfl, He law 
no fufficicnt necelTity for it. Secondly, He was pre* 
detenrnned to rrfign the fervke is ibon as the treat/ 
1|u figned. Thirdly, He muft have been fccond 
only in the commifllan with' the Colonel i i cha- 
n&er he coiild by no means fubmit to, under a. 
Mntleman be had fo lately commanded ; a circum'- 
nance wluch would have rendered Mr, Holwell of 
littk weight or confequcnce at the city.-^Oii his 
tefuial, the Governor declared he would go up 
himfeif with the Colonel, on pretence of paying 
the firft vkit to the Suba. 

The 26th and s/th of September paAed in con- 
ferences between the Governor and Coffim Aly 
Khan, in drawing the treaty out fair, and adjuft- 
iog meafores touchit^ the carrying it into execu- 
tion. The 37th, at night, a Committee was held 
It tite GoTcmor'a houfe, and the treaty inte)-- 
obangeably figndd by the Comnjittee on the one 
party and by Mhir Mahomet CofTim Aly Khan 
Bahadr 00 the other. The sSch, he made art 
enceriainmenc for the Governor and Council i and 
the 19th, in the Aiorning, cook his leave, and de- 
parted for the dry.— The fame morning Mr. Hol- 
well took, his kave of the Board, and reCgned the 
iervice. 

Major Torke, with bis detachment, marched & 
few diyi after, with inftruftjona so arrive at the city 
■a day or two after Coflim Aly Kh;^n, that he might , 
-be near enough to protoft him, if there Ihoald be 
oixafion. The Governor and the Colonel followed 
ftwD jtf^, and arrived at the city with the detach- 
«K)it, aid took up cbcir qoarteri at Moradbaag, 
«fl^he opp«dte fide of the river 10 MoorAiadabad. 
-^Bui-Mra *t will uke up the thread of this 
- deuil 
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detail from Mr. Vairiittatt*s .own siofds, .id his- itf* 
monllrance to the Board of Calcutta, of which- w« 
hick ily have a copy, beginning where he leaves off, 
with .tlie murder of Aly Vcrrdee Khai's family^ 
already fpokcn to.-^-: — 

>' Executions of this kind had made Ihe Nabob 
** the dread or the deteHatfon of lill good moff 
•' and he neccflarily. bJccamc a prey to people- of 
•' mean extradion and abjefl; difpofitionE, who 
" knowing that a government fo tnaoaged coukl 
*' not Aand long, fought only to make thcm&ives 
*^ rich by opprcflions of all forts upon .the country 
" and inhabitants. To the heavy taxes laid by 
*' them on markets,' is afcribed the prefent unutval 
" fcarcity and dearnefs of provifions at the city, 
" the capiui of a country once cfteenied the nioft 
" "plentiiul in the world. The perlbiW' who have 
« had the chief Ihare in this bad management are, 
*' Kcenooram, MotnloU, and Checon^ ail of tow 
<' birth, and the two firft the menial (ervants c^ 
*' JalHer Aly Xhan, before he came go the Subah^ 
'* Ihip. Thefe managed fo, as to. engage htm 
*■ continually in idle or vicious amufemeats* keep^ 
" ing him by that means in utter ignorance of his 
** affairs, and in a ftate of indifference as to their 
" fuccefs. No money came to his. treafury, atihe 
« fame time nothing was paid to.hisacmy, info- 
" much that his troops mutinied, and furroundcd 
" his palace in a tumultuous manner, threatening 
<' to take away his lifej which- the/ certainly 
V would have done, had not his fon-in-law, the 
** pfcfent CoQim Aly Khan, bscotne anfwerablc^ 
*• and paid them a very large fum out of bis owh 
" treafury. This happened lafl: June : and if the 
*' imminent danger .with which lus perion was 
.'*^ threatened on this occafioo, -awakened bim for. ft 
** moment, no foooer. was it removed again to tt 
t' diftance, than he fell back into the- lethargy 
.'". , ** whick 
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*' which hidib-loi)g [H>flefitMi htm; th«-fameun>; 
** worthy miniders rem.ai9cd ftill his only -coun- 
*< fdlon, and cootinuec) in the managcinem of his 
" af^s to the laft day of- his adrmniftration ; 
*' which he left in fo confufed and im^veriflied a 
*'■ ftate,- that in all human appearance another 
*' month could hardly have run through, before 
*' he would have been cut oif by his own Seapoys, 
** and the city became a -fceHc of pluodcr and dit 
** order, the Nabob having made no further pro- 
« Tifloh for the .paynje/it of the long arrears due 
•' to lus pecq>le» after Coffim Aly Khan had freed 
*' him from his former extremity. This danger 
*' he could not but forcfee, and more than once 
*f declared his apprehenfions, yet -had not. the 
" power-to escrt the Qcccfisry mFans-for prevcnC- 
" ing.it, but funk tlie deeper into d.tjcftioa. 

" Beiides this interline danger to which the go- 
« vernment was fxpofed, two armies were in the 
« fieWi and. wailing only the fair weather to ad- 
*' vance, the Shaw Zadda towards Patna, and the 
*f 'Be^rbOon Rajahs of Bif&npoor,. Ran^ur^ and 
*• the other eouncrics bordering aipon the mouft. 
*' tains, were ready to fliake oft' their dcpendance, 
** and had already offered confiderablc fiipplies to 
« the Beerboon Rajah. The Rajah of Carrucld- 
** poor had committed open , hoftiiities', and 
" taken poflcfTion of all the country about Bo^le- 
" poor, which entirely ftopped the communication 
*' between the two provinces oo-that fidcof the 
'f river ; in a word, the whole country fcemed ripe 
** for an univerfe] tcvolti tliofe parts only excepted, 
*^ whofe natural wcaknci's or neighbourhood with 
" the city intimidated then^-fnom taking up amis. 
** To encounter all thefc difficulties, there was 
** .nothing but troops witliout pay, from -ivliom 
" therefore no great efforts toujd be expcifbed : 
** of this a very rcccqt inftanee occurs in the de- 
' , " tachmcat 
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*' taehmeM which «u ordered tgaiiift the Bkn 
•* boon Rajah, three mofttha before the Nabob's 
« abdication, but never advanced more than three 
'* toCs from the city i ifi which Hcuation it contl- 
" nued upon tnjr arrival there. 

" All who are ntfw in Bengal, and acquainted 
•• withthetranfaftioniofthegovernnwnt, will bear 
" witnefs that this is a true defcription of fafts ; 
*' and all who are convinced of the faiits^ will 
<' certainly agree^ that affairs v/efe at an' extretnitjr 
" no longer to be neglefted without manifcft dan- 
•* gcr of having the provinces over-run, and the 
** trade entirely ruined. I was refolved thereforft 
** to ufe my utnnoft endeavours to get thefe bad 
** minifters removed 1 and judging it might be dif-' 
•* ficult to prevail on the Nabob to jpart with his 
a favourites without fome degre? of violence, 1 
*' brought with me a detachment of Europeans and 
" Seapoys, under pretence of fending ihem-with 
** Colonel Caillaud, to reinforce the army at 
*» Patna. 

*« I arrived, with the Colonel, at CoRimbUKar, 
« the 14th of Oftobcr, and the next day the Na- 
<* bob paid us a vifit. The i6th we went w the 
•* city and returned the vifit: on the i8th, thfc 
** Nabob came to Moradbaag, by appointment, 
** to talk upon bufinefs. In the Conversation which 
■*• I had with him, in the two former meetings, I 
«* had taken occafion to reprefent to him, in gene- 
•* ral terms, the bad management of his minifters, 
** the mifcrics and univerfal difafftftion of the 
•** country, and the defperate Itate of his, as well 
■** as the Company's afFwri. In order to give 
;« him a more full and clear view of the evilb 
" brought on through the weaknefs of his edmi- 
** niftration, and to point out the means for thAt 
•* removal, I had prepared three letters, which, 
** after a Ihort and fincndly inttodoftion, I dclr- 
*• vercd 
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^ Tcred.to him 1 ofwhicbtcanllations are hereunto 
** annoicd. 

** The Nabob fccmed muck aSe£led by the 
** perulal of the letters^ but endcayouied more to 
*' put an end to the conference, than to propoTe a 
« remedy b> the evil*. I,, however, prevailed on 
". hiih..ta fend for li^ dinner to Muradbaag, and 
" in a manner inJifted on his coming to fome de> 
•* t^mination for the immediate reforai of thceo* 
" Virniiient. At , len^h, he, confcflbd himfclf, 
*■ through age and gn^ for the late lols of hia 
" Ton, incapable of. ftru^eUng alone againft b 
«« many difficulties,- He oeflird lie might have . 
■* time to . confult with hia friends. I told him, 
** the men with whom he had lately adviicd were 
** not his friends, but hi^ greateft enemies i that 
** bis returning agaio into the midll of them, would 
** on^ be the means of augmenting his difiicultiest 
« that he had. much, better take the afliftancc of 
■* one from among his relations, on whole true 
" attachment and fidelity be might more fafely 
« rely. He named five or fix, and amongll them 
« .CoOim Ally Cawn. I afked him, which of that 
*■ nuifiber was moft fit toaiTift him in his prefenc 
"exigencies? He replied, without any hcfnation,. 
** that CoQim Ally Cawn was the mofl; proper t. 
** neverthelela, it was with the utmoft difficulty I 
" coiild prevail on him to fend for hini, and fo 
•■ vciy late that, before Coflim Ally Cawn could 
** amvc, the old Nabob was extremely fatigued, 
**■ and in fuch a ftate of anxiety, that I cotUd not 
** refute his return home to take his relb I was 
** convinced indeed, it was to no purpofe. » de- 
** tain him, foe; fuch was the jcaloufy he difcovered 
*■ with refped to CofTim Ally Cawn, that. I faw 
" he never would confent, without fome Son of 
•* force, to give the other die means of reAoring 
** order to bu affairf. An hour or two after tlw. 
H « Nabob's 
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'« Nabob's dfepartere, CbiiTfn'All^Cay^ri arnvedr 
*< and fireiped to. be attrem<4y appretttiiflve, Jhat 
" the Nabob,- ftiftead Ipf tKliyna him *rrh'^th^ 
■*' managenittit^of liis' af^a^i, ' Woura tfnd^eavpur by 
'*'■ Ibme meartsorortie'r t&g^trfdof'hi'ifl. :1 agreed 
■**■ therefore iii Opinion 'wicR Bi'mv thkt lii^^tnouid- 
**■ not go -to the Kibob*i .'lipi^I^ Uiitif 'nieafures 
"** were talccn ifor Ms recilPftJ.;";'We tefelyedj How- 
*** ever, to gwr the IiIaW^blKt' nfeift iia^tlic^igth, 
*" to Ttfli-ft-yport.the.folKrs'Wfbre-rtc^lftnid, ii? 
" hopes tiiathe-WOiiW'prjM«)lt fome rneaiiVbif re,- 
*• gtilatioiT. ^I; heand HQtmn^'ftom hlni.a^Oay, 
'^' but .fou^d'^liy'myin't^i^enCe^ that he jiad^csrc^ 
*'' in .cbontil "ttith hii" bJa aclvirers, Kcenoor^m^ 
* MoniHt arid ChWOn^'/Whofi: adyice 't wa^ jure- 
•' woiild be contrary to tnpwelfere'of 'the couriti^ 
**' in' generate and that df the Company in .particu- 
*' lar. 1- determined tbcre^j'n; to aft iminediatelj' 
•* on theKabob's ftars. ' TKen: "cbula not, be ^ 
*'. better' opportunity than thit the' jiight of tho' 
**■ iQth afrortJed, it being the coricliifion of the; 
''^ Gtntoa feaftj when all^fcVs principal 'p«wjfc' of 
*' that Caft would be pFetty well fatigued ,' with 
•* tht?f ^ ceremonici A,ccoKdingly I agreed' with;. 
••'Caillaud, tfiat he IKoiSld crpfs the river -V'tKjhe 
**"-dctachrtcti.t;.befween'ihrefi and four iii ^tTc.^pfnn 
** ing,"-and; having joined' GoIIirB' Ally titwn.anA 
**Jhis people,, Diarch t6 the Nabob's paUc^^^^ 
"Jftirronnd.'it juft'at djy^reat, Ijeing exirtpjfly. 
•^defiji3iis '.to prevent anyj. dif^iirbancei pf -bl'aod- 
"-(hcj." 'J'wroteti letter to the Na1)bEi',',";a'.KapOa-. 
**- tloA of -which is annex'e^j..and delivered iTtptlic. 
*'^cS)ncl,'-t6'fend.in to hini ii iijcH a time.asjic 
**Hhu,old ^ifiifik' molt expediew. ' Mca'fii'res .were 
•*'>akV^, 'i/t tht fahie tWe^ for ffizinetijp'pprftvisi 
"■^f^KeeDoorarn,. Monllbt and' Cfiecob, 'ijjjt in- 
»^;'tenttOT bring only to remove tbdb three .unr 
'*-\ton!iy miriiriers,.Sr.d pl^ci?Cbffin> AllyXawn- 
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.*' ih the Jull m^nageruent.of all the affatfS), in qua* 
'" liiy ejf deputy aad fucfciibr to tKc N^bol?. The 
'*' jitcdjuy preparations being accordiijgly madd 
'*' .with afl iht caVe kid -fccrefy poffibleg jne„Cok)n«l 
"", eir^ackW with, the troops, joined QfifCim.AMsf^ 
.*'.'Cawn^ 'witli6ut' the Icafl: alarnij and. marched 
.'*'iinto .the court-yard of the pajacc juft lat the 
.*' proper, inftant. Thc.jgates of ihe. Inner tourc 
i" beirffl-ltuti the ^oloQelfDrmtd his men withouti 
'' and fencnijylet'tcp to xKe Nabob, whowasatfiift 
'*' m a gt.eai ragt-j and long threatened he would 
f^ fnakewhatreldit^nce.h£'Could, and take his fate; 
,'* I'he tblonel forbore, all HoftiirticSi an^ Tcvetal 
'* jne/Tages paftcd bcLween hita and the Najiofej 
.** Thcaffair lEtraaincd iix ^hisdoiibtful ftateabout 
" two hour^ wn(;n ihe.iNabob, finding his p«- 
"^ JiiHog.waa CO no.-ptiri}oif, ieot d me0age to Caf> 
" fim Ally CaWn, inforihlng "hinii he wfli rtidf 
'" to fend hiilj the ftak ^nd aJl the enfigns pf -dig- 
*' pity, and to order tht^ Nobut tb be, fl^ijqk.up in 
** hisnatnc;.provided h);.WPQ)d agre£ taiakc;tbe 
^' whole charge of goycriKaent upoa %n(, t^ diC- 
'* charge-all .the arrears due to the, troops, .to pajr 
**' the ufual revenues tb ti^Kitig, to fdve hi^.lifp 
*' and honour, and give htcn an allowance iu£cieoc 
*' jTor his mainietiance. - i^ll iheli: condition^ ^eing 
'" agrec(i to, Cofljm Ally .Cawn was orodaio^cd 
** an^ thecijd Nabob cao^e out to the Cc^oi^cl^ dc* 
V clahogi that he depcDued on him f^r- 1^ .life 
" The troops then took polfeirion of al^ tbe,gares( 
" and notice being fept ftp pic, i^irarncdiately'-rcT 
*' paired ,^0,, the, palaccj, and was met bj the Jold 
« Jjabob in thc^atewayi .He alked, a hiji per* 
" ion viasjaf^i. which, ieemed now xp be ai),hU 
*' conceal, . J told him,' that not only. .hip, peribn 
^' was lafe^ but his govexnmenc too, if he pleafed* 
" of w^ich jt was, nevct i^tfanded to deprive hun. 
** The Kabob anfwcred, that life had no more 
Ha " bufindi 
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** buIinHs It the dty % that he (bouid be in coq* 
*' tinual danger from CoITuti Ally Cawn -, and that 
•* if he was permitted to go and live in Calcutta, 
•* he ftiould be extremely happy and contented 
*' ThougK I could not help lamenting hb fuddcn 
** fall, I was not forry for this propolan as f knew 
** affairs would be much better managed witbouc 
*< him ( and his retaining a ihare of the authoritr 
" (however finall) could not fail to caufc fuch 
*' perplexities, as might prove, in fo critical and 
** dangerous a junfture, of the worft confequences 
** to the adminiftratioD. CoCim Ally Cawn was ac-' 
** cordingly Icated on the Mufnud, and I pud him 
" my congratulations in the ufual fonti. All the 
** Jemmaoars and perfons of diftinftion at the city 
'*' came immediately, and made their acknowkdg- 
** ments to the new Suba; and in the evening 
•* every thing was as- perfeftly quiet, as if thar 
** had been no change. The people in general 
** feemed muchjpleafed with this revolution, which 
** had this peculiar felicity attending it, that it was 
" broTTght about without the leafc difturbance in 
*' town, or a drop of titood fpilt. 

•' The Nabob did not think himfelf fafc cvea 
«' for one night in the city. Coflim Ally Cawn 
'«• fnpplied him with boats, and permitted him to 
•*' take' away as many of his women as he defned 
•• (which he did to the number of about fixty) 
** with a reafonablc quanrity of jewds. I fiir- 
•• niflwd him with a ftrong efcort of Europeans 
•• anilScapoys, and intended to lodge him at He- 
«'rajcel, but he would not truft himfelf there, 
" and bctecd he might Deep in hb boats clofc to 
*• Miiradbaiig, which he accordingly did. He 
■* continiied at Muradbaug the next day, and in 
** the'evening I vificed him with Colonel Caillaud, 
•' He'ippeated then pretty eafy, and reconciled to 
''the lots of a power which he owned to be rather 
■■■ ■ '" ** a burthen 



" a burthen than picafurc, and too muchforhisabi- 
** licies to manage fince the. death of his foii ; and 
" the enjoyment of the reft of his days in (ecurity,. 
** under the Englifh protei£Uon» feemed to be the . 
*' chief objeft of his wilhes. 
' ** On the morning of the 2 2d} be let out for 
" Calcutta, and arrived there on the 29th, He 
" was met by a depuution from the Council, and 
" treated with every mark of refpeft due to bis 
** former dignity.** 

And how liaving compleated our tafk, we think 
it necellary to rcqueft your indulgence for any in- 
accuracies and imperfe^tons that may appear in 
this hafty performance, begun only the lajl Satur- 
iay^ and printed the Wednefday after, under man^ 
difficulties, by the attacks againft this revolution 
appearing fo late-, which 'has laid us under the' 
neoelBty of omitnng, for want of time, many other 
i^aterial vouchers: hovd'ever', we think we have. 
fully evinced the indilprnfable necefity which 
moved your lervants to this meafure ; and hope we 
have cleared it from the imputation of unperaUeltd 
infamjy and the many other indecent and unbecom- 
ing refleftions thrown out by hot-brained refcnt- 
ment againft it. — If we have done that, and en- 
abled you to judge, at the enfuing crifis, with 
candour and propriety— our labour is not in vain. 
— If we have not, we are forry we have given our- 
fclvcs and you this ufelcis trouble.— A few fliort 
reflexions, and we come to a clofc.— Had the 
heads of father and fon been taken off at the pe- 
riod of the Dutch conteft, in November 1 760, as 
juftice and honour called for \ (and why it was not 
done, let the worid judge) and that opportunity 
taken of acknowledging the Shaw Zadda, and 
receiving the SubaDiip ^ Bengal from him for the 
H 3 Company i 
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Company V (or the p^t opportutvm, '(then urgpti, 
l^ Ml*. 'HoiwelOT— hapOT woyld have been (he, 
iffbe to the Compaoy and the pation t " happy. , 
would ic have tKen for thofe individyals, wh,o». 
unfortuiutcly mitled, finccdied, butchered in your . 
frryice! hajppy. would it have been for thofc, wljp, 
in rjiifcrable times, fucceedpi^ to Colotiel(j!l^vcaoi, 
his Council, doomed to fupport a government lUat 
proved a dilgrace to our name and arms ; snd that . 
too with inadequate refources; On the whole, ye., 
hope we Oiall not be thought too prefuming, if we 
venture todriw one general conclufion for you apd 
OLirfelves, to wit — Tiai Mkr jaffier Atf Ki>aa, aai ■ 
his- Son Mhiran, 'were mere deferring a haher than a 
Subajbip of Bengal. Not that we would be thought, , 
in this, to. detraft from the Treaty of 1757,1 to 
which we give the high merit due Co i^ ac that 
|«tal, melancholy period, 

;M««(/vi*. J. Z. HQLWf^Lt; 
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SiNCE,t;lofing.t|ief«rc^p^Ad(}rei^» ^P»m- 
phlet is come;|;fl oijr hands, bearing: the ritlti 
«f ** A Letter to t^e.*)f-IoaowabIe .the St^crct.Com-, 
"»' mittee for Affairs'pf'ihe tJonouEablethe United 
" Company of Merchants of £nglan^ trading tq, 
** the Eaft Indies," fiened by fix Gentlemea of 
your CouBcS of Fort William, 

After wc had taken the trouble of pcrufing this 
piece, wc made fome in^iries how the Public came 
by it !* and learnt that it was privately compikd 
abroad, and tranfmittcd to England to a relation 
■of one of the Gentlemen who figned it, to be deli- 
vered to the Court of Dire^aors here ; who, as wc 
are informed, refuleJ taking any notice of it, as ic 
<iid not reach them by the «fiial and proper chan- 
nel. If our information in thefe particulars is 
juft, we cannot hdp thinking the method taken by 
thefe GentJerren was -deficient in equity and gene- 
Tofity ■, for, to jodge an accufation when the ac- 
cufcd .have no Of^ortumty of vindicating them- 
■ felvcs, is unprecedented. Such we conceive to be 
ihe cafe ref|Kittng Mr. Vanfittart j and we cannot 
help applauding the jullicc of your Court of Di- 
icdlor^ for their fanctid behaviour in giving no 
cotmtenancc to a proceeding fo irregular. With 
regard to the pamphlet itfel^ we cannot think the 
Publiflier of it a friend to the partjes concerned j or 
if he is, he has -certainly judged ill in throwing ic 
out ac this junSure. We flatter ourfelvcs, this 
performance will not have weight enough to influ- 
ence you, when you -compare it with the fafbs and 
evidences laid before you in the foregoing Addrefs : 
but this alfo wc fubmit to your impartial judg- 
H 4 mcBt-7 
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ment— borrowing a paragraph from the AdTcrtire- 
mcnt prdixed to that Letter, ai f pt to our pm- 
pofi^ wich a little variatiop. 

" But though the wifeft and beft may fomednies 
** diiFer in points of fo intcreftiog a nature, ycc it 
•• is from Fa^ and Argumeno (drawn frem. 
** tbo/e FaHs) alonc> Xhag, the ImpVtial ogghc to 
•* decide." 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE folloving Letter is publilbed to enable 
the- ?ibp[ieti£V.^ JltcU 3ti)ck .^h'Judge c^ 
the primary cauic of the prefcnt commotions in 
Bcfupl, jii^ of ch<t truf> ntoqns ^fde^HriQ Jaft^ 
AlyCawn. - , . 

The friends of tfae Get^letnan who accom- 
plifhed that revolution, hare handed about an 
apology for fo enraordiaary a ftep : It cannot then 
be deemed improper ta make publip fhe rp^ons oa 
the other fide. 

If names ought V> hw any wjrtght in determin- 
ing quefHons of this kind, there are two fubjoined 
to the prefeot Letter, chofii of ^ Colo(ie],<uxit&^a^j 
Major Carnac, which have a tide to command tiie 
highcft veneration from every lover of his country. 
Both of thefc Officers have mrformed a&lons which 
might vie with the mod brilliant of antiquity. 

I<leverthekl^ kli ttith equal'juffic* ackoaw- 
kdged, that after the ftroke was ftruck, fome 
gentlemen approved .of whi^t had b^en done, who 
bear the fairdt and moft amiable characters. 

~ButtI}OijfH the wBflftaad ih« beftmay {bmcdntus'. 
diBrr in points of fo intercfting a nature, yet it is 
frtMn fafks and arguniciit& alone that the impartial 
Wght to decide. 

* The firft of thele GeadetBeii, b^ bis able and iptrited 
condnfi, on the coaS of Coromandd, did honour to hlmrdf, 
bii coDDtry and her arms, and To we will foppofe the other 
wtnitd have done, if Fortune had ever given hint an opporta- 
nity i which &e certainlir did mot, at will appear in anotbtr 
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■ ' 1*0 THE HONOURABLE 

The 'SECRET COMMITTEE 

For Affairs of the Honourable United 
' Company of Merchants of England 
^ trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

Copy. 

Ho^fouRABLE Sirs, 
I.TT gives ws the grcateil concern to be obliged 
I to addrefs you, in the manner we are now 
under the necellity of doings but as we 
have publicly declared. our dilTcnt from the late re- 
volution in the kingdom of Bengal, and cxprciftd 
our entire difapprobation of the meafures purfued 
confequent thereto ; it is pur 4uty to acc^uaint y0u 
with our reafons for having differed id opinion 
from tbc gentlemen • who were acceflbry to that 
revolution, left ili-mtrided people (hould rcprefent 
our oppoTuion as a- faction, in(t:ead of owing its 
rife, fts it really does, to our ftridt regard to what 
, Wp thiiik conducive to the libnour of our country, 
and the interefts of our employers. Had the whole 
Board been confulted, we dare afTert, this Dieafure 
would have been rejc^ed by the majority v and we 
humbly refer to you, whether the opinion of every 
piember thereof ought not to have been taken by 
the Ptef;d«qt, befor* he vcotured ypoo Jo twld a 
^ep as the fubver^n of a goy'erntnent. 
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Refutatioh. -~- •* 

r. Tt is very manifeft, thefe gentletnen couIJ 
be under no concern at all, upon chjs occaGon ; 
becaufc they knew they were under no ntctjji^ 
of addreffmg the. Secret Commitcee in tbi^ 
' '(landeJtiHe manner •, the Board of Calcutta being 
always open for every rcmonftrance of their 
fervann i through which channel they are con- 
veyed to their honourable employers at home : 
but thefe gentlemen were fenfible, that if this 
r^ular and ufual method had been taken, it 
could nor come home without a vindication 
annexed, which would have rendered this per- 
formance invalid, and have fruftraced all ihe 
expcftations they had from it ; imagining fonie 
itain, from the dirt they throw -at the revolution 
of 1760, muft ftick when ti ere were none at 
. hand to wipe itoff. The ill-judged zeal of their 
. fiends in giving it to the Public, is a Hep was 
never intended by the Compilers; they flattered 
dicmfclves it might potTibly operate in the dark, 
but if it ever faw the light, they knew it was 
open to detection and confutation in all its parts. 
, Here let it be remarked, that Mcffrs, Vanfittart, 
. Caillaud, Holwell, Sumner, and MKjuire, were 
not only a majority of the Committee, but of the 
Council alfo. Pray was the Council confultcd 
in the revolution of i-j^y ? We fay— No.— Nor 
had they any right to expert it j for they coold 
'. not be capable judges. — Nor were there any 
. public objections made to tliis revolution at the 
board, before MelTrs. Amyatt and Ellis took 
their feats, and M^or Carnac was returned to 
the fettlcment. 

2. You were Informed, laft year, pf the fur- 

prifing revolution in favour of MHtr' Mahommcd 

Coflim 



Coflim Aly Qhai^, which would Deceflariljr be i»- 
preftnted in the moft favourable light, by_ the 
gentlemen who promoced it But whatever judg- 
jnent you ' may "have been led to entertain , of thp 
meafurc* from their account of it, we cannot buc 
ihink you will judge as ill of it as we do, when 
you are truly intormed of the circuniftances with 
which it was attended, the manner in whiijh it w^s. 
executed, ^d the fteps that have, been fince jajccji 
to fupport it: Of thefe wc v?iU give you a^ 
fuccin^ an account as pofiiblc. ' ^ 

; ■Refutation, 

2. The gemlemcri who promoted that revo- 
' lution ftood in no need of falfe 
' recommend K The whole. ch; 

.which made the meafute (of d 

Jafficr' of power to do greater 

fably neceliary, were minutely 

the Court of Direftors: they e: 

faw the nccelJity, they approved, and (hewed a 

needful and juft refentmcnt to thofe who role in 

oppofitidn to it. ' 

3. At. a time, when there was not the lead ap- 
pearance of a rupture or difguft between us an^ 
the Nabob Jaffier Aly Chan ; on the contrary, ji 
friendthip and harmony fubCfted ; Mir CoITim 
Chan, his fon-in-law, came down to Calcutta, on 
fomc pretence or other, to vi0c Mr. Vanfircart: 
and havir^^ftaid a flioit time, he returned to Mor- 
Ihedabal. . A ftw days after Mir Coffitn's dcpar- 
turei.Mr.'Vanfittart went up to Morlhedabad, on 
the pretence of _a vifit to the Nabob.' Colonel 
Caillaud, with a party of two hundred Eut'opcanj 
and (bmc Seapoys, attended hini ; wfto, to femovc 
the fufpicion 'which fuch »■ force would have neccC- 
farily bccafio'ncd; it was preicndcd were going^up tq 
' ' Patnaj 



ogle 



"fttna, to" rrinfdfce' the artny thttci WKmM^. 
Vanfittait arrivcil at MofadbaUg, thi Nabob pa'iti 
liim two vifits, at the laft of vfr^ich Mf. Vafiflttart, 
Without an/ previous hotiCft of his Ifitentions, gi\^e 
him the three letters, ihen'tidned in c^nfultation (|f 
the loth of NovembtV, iy6o; of which copies 
have been tranfmitied you. The abruptriers wiili 
which theft letters #ferfe pttfcnted hifti, phi clofe 
upon the other, and' the unej^pcfted .jiropofals 
contained m them, terrified t}ii^. Nabob; and hjC 
was entirely at a lofs h'tfv/ to aft, buf dtliitd tim'e 
to confider on what was to, ^ ({one. Mr. Vanfit- 
tait, feeing his {perplexity, (Irongly in(ifled,on his 
immediate^ naming tome perfon, froni among his 
Itlatioris, ' to take charge of the Sutjalhip j ' and 
"Very partic'ularly recommentled Coilim Aly Chan, 
who was feiic for, and the Nabob was defircrd to 
ftay till he came s but CofTim Aly Chan delayed fo 
long, and the Nabob was in fuch anxiety of mind, 
iina fo defiroua to be releafed from the vifi'r, being 
greatly fatigued, that Mr, Vanfictart was obliged, 
In order to fave appearances, to fuHer' his departure 
to the palace, atter having detained him much 
longer than his inclination. That night and the 
Hay following pafled in concerting mcafurts with 
Coliim Aly Chan, howto put in execution the 
plan before agreed on in Calcutta ; a tfeaty havi)^ 
bttn Jigfud fof this furpeff, in Septmii&i ij6c^ 
while Coffim Atf Chan was Sown here, Iri coa- 
tequence of theft deliberations, dot \T66pi daif- 
deftinety CToflfcd the river, the h&n,higij£, tmdtf 
Colonel Caillaud, and beihg joined b^ Col^fh Aljr 
Chan and his j)arty, furrounded the N^>ob*s 
{lalace. A Iette> from Tj/It. VahfiftaA' was ftnt U\ 
to the Nabob, demanding his immediatecdm^iaftcc 
frith what had bebh propoftd to him; tO which th% 
Nabob returned for anT*fr, ** TTbat inch dlag^ 
^ waa what he nevct ttpeatd Irtitii thi filiglflh j 
' * " dutt 



** that whilft a forfe ifii¥ It bis gates, he would 
.ff. eater iiRff i^tcrnpfrii t^A thai it;>iw,iiit defire 
♦*. OMr-tiw^„^iHhr.be-«fui»cJ xa UoxtiiUiis" 
A mtSksPiwjft ^ei|. featf iQ&lr«iM»g :tb«.IM|ob, 
that, if )w -flf^r.m dueai|iKi^yl7ri iihe}r&%tfuld 
jbc obligif^ {(9 ^m 4He;pflU«. AftantftnilnBnd 
terrified bsf :thtt,iiiefaGq«'l»ft#Bcl»Bti tbegji(qfc|;ex- 
claiming, ** That he was betrayed -, that the Eng- 
" ll£b wen^. j«Ufy .o£ B«5Jiry^i(i4 biwch d fawh ^ 
*• t%ii: hei P^peiW: S^-' ^»W8?W. «g»wfti. *• 
t* «oiw«pnsent4^ maj. h^Ju^j^tKBidB.'ftiivugh.fflr 
j" >azard ^I«aft oop t^aji^ utft 1^ .-fk&h|e »,;)»« 
v.; altliaug^-n^ oaibs wcj^ n^ci]Ai-.«^tie^' it^ ImmI 
,V iJi^ Engjiin, jBt ;a», hf!3^,itKPraii«:bfl lilnr 
•• ftithful iritD^» h^ wo«id mnw? ^Mfv*fre» 'h» 

.'* hia l»pid;af^fift ilie*fc,"i . )^; fy(pk:iQdto^«B4i>be 
eif beinft ft»W»( .(hat, ■ '• H<j.f^§f«I tfJ.kaPWoiA* 
** ium of money Collim Aly Chan was to give for 
" the Subafhip, and^hevWIMd give half as much 
**■ mpre eq be psntin^ ; ,;(ie.jJioped^ however, if 
•* they inK.°^dJ» dptlH9i^^5J».t^ wouiU.noB 
•• leave him^to trie mercy ofTiis fon-in-iaw, from 
" whoTO-^efi: t> bot.ratber.-wilhed, 

« they wouH nVme, cjty, i^ .Mve 

*^ him a ■ f lic1 ^atcHtta.'*- XEiiJit 

itquerf (rf" th<[ effed ,of )h3 tear'and 

(^fj^atr, w^ 1 id h^d ef>. aad cim* 

ffrued in the Ij rary^rpQ^arion. Ac- 

Srdingly, .out 'f^^f^ of the palace t 

ii^Cplh'ovCKaii w^ raifcd to the 5^idntji|i and 
the pld/Kabbli'was hvHTied into a boatj] ycith' a 
lew of tiU w(>m6n and' pceeflarips, and lent ;aw3gF 
ftx Calcutta,, 'in a hiariner wholW unwbr;|y, of tho 
JRiigh'ranlf he Had fq lately Hitfdi as is alio the 
ftahtj- YUbfiftcnce'allowfiil'hiiii tere Uy hia fucci^ilbr. 
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i; . ■ ' Answer. ■ ... 

5; With regshf te thia ditaSi lof the rcvtf; 

''. fciaon, we refer ^ Me. VanGttan^ McntoHal, 

, publiflicd -in a ltf<^ A<l<]rcfi to the Vtopneton-, 

'. bf a ctndid <om|MJirig one with the other, joii 

mtl be capabfe w ju^hg Mphich has the^rateft 

appe^rsncc of- tNiGh- atid JH-Obitbiritjr. 

; '4.-;Thusin»Ji^er"Al7 Chan deposed, iiilnvach 
of a treaty fpundtid tipon the mofl; Iblemn- oaths^ 
-and^iiiViolatKm't^dientfibnftl faith.. A-^rii^ce of 
:«liolc Mendlhip md attscMn^nt yoo- have hact 
flnh]^ fignal pFOofty ^ ^vhoftf caufc our arms have, 
wkh oiuch hbnom-, ' b«cn enlployed ; and by a firrn 
adherence ny whOnr, the EltgliAi had acquired^ 
dMwghout the whole cftuntiy, fe BniTerfal a cha- 
ta&et (^ fidelity ^nd coRftaney, that the moft pcr- 
fe&coo&dentie'WU^lafeed b; the natives ui them. 

: ■ ,A«awiK. 

4. The mifreprtfcntations of tWs fJaragtaph, 
fire Miy confmcd itt the ^1 Addrefs; 

5.' The advantages to be reapcdby t^ Company, 
from. the revolution^ were, the snint of the' Za- 
mindiriics 6t Burdtfart, Mi4napoor, ahd' Chicta- 
gongi'the payment of the balatice dii'e from Na- 
bob Jaffier Aly Chan j with 1 prcfcfit of five lack 
of nipees from CoRim Aly Chan, towards defray- 
ing the cxpeticcs of the rfar againft the F>cnch, on 
the coaft of CorOniandel. Of tftefe, Mr. Vanfit- 
tartt on his return to Calcutta, acquainted the 
Boards and, at the fame time,' [njultiScatioa of 
his proceedings, . laid before dienrt a memorial ;, 
copies ■ of which were tranfmitted to you, by dw 
ftnps of the laft feafon. ■" ■ 

Answer^ 
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Answbbj' 
5. See the afticks of the treaty in the Addre&i 

6. Tins memorial is ifltroduced *ith a lift of 
Crimes laid to Jaffier Aly Chan's charge ;- which* 
to thofe unacquainted with the Eaftern govern- 
ments, will appear deferring of the higheft refent- 
ment finm a civilized nation. Yet fuch Is the ftate 
of politics in every Afiatic court, that, through 
the apprehenfions of the Sovereign, and the in- 
trigues and artifices of the great men about him, 
inftances of cruelty and oppreOion are but toa fit' 
quent; and even the moft beloved among them 
arc too much to be taxed with committing, or ac 
leaft conniving at, afts of violence ; but it (hould 
be confidered, that many of thefe are dortc by f>er- 
fons in power, without their knowledge •, and that, 
OS there are no regular punifliments for criminals 
of ftation, and who may be lb powerful that it 
would be dangerous proceeding openly againft 
them, rccourlc is often had to the dagger or poifon 
to punilh the guilty. This was the cafe in mbft 
of the inftances allcdged againft Jafiicr Aly Chan j 
none of which ftiew greater proofs of cruelty, than 
that *Hich CoRim Aly Chan difcovcred when, 
being in poQefTion of the palace, he was deiirous 
of making the firft a6t of his power the affaflina- 
tion of Jafiier Aly Chan therein, and was very 
much difpleafed, when he found we intended to 
give him ■ protection at Calcutta. Since his acccf- 
fion to the Subadary, we could produce to you 
numbci'Iers inftances of his extortions and cruelties, 
but that it would run us into an exorbitant length » 
and ' he feems to have made the more immediate 
obje^ of his ill ufage, thofe who have been the 
moft avowed friends of the Englilh. We (hall 
only parttcularife Ramnarain, whom he dlfpoKiled 
I of 
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of the Nabobfliip of Patna, in which it was al- 
ways thought found poficy iij us to fupport him, 
()B . kctcAinc of his approved faith ; and he pow 
keeps him in irons, till be has been fleeced to the 
utmoft, when there is no t^oubc he will be dif- 
patched. Moft, if not. ^1 th^fe who e^efed th& 
EugliQ) intereft, have hexa laid under the heaviefl: 
contributions, and many have died under the force 
of tortow CO exact money from them.i p^hers have 
been either bafely murthered, or (which ia a com- 
mon py^ice among Gentpoa) unable to furvivb 
the lo(« q£^, honour, have made away ytii^ them- 
fclvM. 

RErtTTA'TrON. 

6t Suppofc this to tie [he cafe in mo^ Afiatic; 
. ItaEes, -winch we believe may be truc» is- it noK 
equally true that moft of Mhir Jafiier*s cruel- 
ties were (^rned into execution from the confi- 
dence he. 1^ in ouf prQteflion ? And ihall w«i 
not blulh f«r this protcftion being granted to 
' him i» 4ong. ? Surely if we do nor, we ought ^ 

■ f«- in .the. triteft Icnfe, his cruelties were out 
Awn. . As to Coflim Aly Khan's being de&vu& 

,' of ^aQiosring, Mhir JaHier, it is a charge we 
mwh doubt the truth of, aa we tk^vct before 
heard the. fad mentioned. But thai Mhi^ Jafiicr 
madf) two atKmpts to murder Mhtr Cofllrn, was 
a truth *eU known, and never even doubted ; 
, therefore ft>f)pofiag this charge to Ix n-alty true^ 
. we will not iay rcvengs and relentment will jollify 

■ the dajfice he is faid to- exprefs -, but fuf^Iy ill 
. w^ll bcju: fome ejaeniw^on, when theprovoca- 
; Vion i» confidefed. Touclung Rajah Ram Na- 
: rain» the Addrels before referred tO' will fiieWn 
:. ch^t Mbu" Jafher had relolved to remove that 
: olficef from tlie . government of Patna, (as a 
. peittoA itOE Ci ult-w«r(hy, nor <quai to fo great a 
-._ " chai^) 
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Cluflgtf).long before MhirCofiiih hdd any;powef 
«r.in&ueoce at the. Durbar, ic is very, well 
knf>wn.tbat Ram Nvtia was in treaty. to deliver 
the city 1^. Patn» to the. Shaw Zadda, vihca 
Colooel CUye's extra«rdtnu-y forced marches 
prevteneed him, and foved the city and the pro- 
vince. With refped to CoQim Aiy Khan's 
plitting him in irons,. it is. very well kaown that 
fCT Jbme years he had rendered no account of 
<he revenues of the provioccs of Bahar, .oh 
.which hoad Mhir Jafficr often, complained ta 
Mr. Holtoell, who believes Col. Clive received 
complaints c£ the fame kind from himi before 
JicJeft India. Thefc gentlemen know nothing 
is more common than to put on officer <^ the 
revenues -in irons, until he delivers in his ac'* 

' counts I nothing further being meant by jt than 
that ht Ibould not ektpe with his embezzle- 

■ meitts. That he was not truft-worthy, not 
equal tp that poft,- will appear from ttus very 

: llrik'it^ circumllaAce : That when Col. Qive 
was on his d^arture, he ftrongly recommended 
Mhil Cofltrti co Mr. HolweU's proteaiao,.ind 
it the latpe time mentioDing his dillruft of Ram 
Narain, tokl Mr. Holwell that Mhir CoQtm was 
the oMn whom he ou^t- to put into the govern- 
ment; of fatna. The reft of the accu&tions 
^inft Mhir CofTim in tka, pari^raph. arc vague 
and general] and without one lingk tnfbmce ot 
proof > confequently unworthy notice. 

7. It is infinuated in the memorial, that the 
Nabob's avarice and cruelty had made him the 
deteftation of all good men, and that be was in 
the hands of bad miniftcrs, under whofe maitadmi- 
niftratioo the country was greatly opprciTed : as 
an inftance whereof, the fc4Fcity of ffwa ^n the 
city is produced. To tiiefe .niinillers arc afchbcd 
I 2 . the 
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riie great <^lficulties the Nabob laboared iindtr* 
for want of money to anfwer the ezpeoces of Ac 
government, and n> pay the army, rendered mud- 
nous for want of their arrears ; befides which in- 
teftine danger, the provinces were threatened with 
an invafion by the Shahzadah with a powerful army» 
and leveral of the Rajahs and Zamindars, were on 
the point of revolting, to encounter all which 
there was nothtng but a diraffe£ted army. Mr. 
VanQttart appeals tocvery by-ftander for the'trath 
of thefc fads, and of the imminent peril to which 
the country was expoled ; he declares his- intentisns 
were only to remoVe the bad minilters, for which 
purpofe he carried up with him the party of Euro- 
peans and Scapoys. He proceeds- to fet forth the 
manner in which the old Nabob -was removed from 
the govermnent, and Coflim Aly Chan r^lbd. 
He fays. People in general were |4ealed with the 
revolution } and makes a merit of its being effeded 
without the )ca& difturbance in the city, or a drop 
of blood fpilt. He concludes with repreleiiting 
the anxiety the Nabob exprefl*ed to get from the 
city, through fear of Cofljm Aly Chan i and ob- 
serves, that he appeared pretty eafy and reconciled 
to the lols of his power, which he owned to be 
rather a burden than z. pleafure, and too gntch for 
ilia abilities to manage fince the death of his ton : 
and that the enjoyment of the reft of his days in 
ii^curicy, under the EngUfh-proteAion, feemedi* 
bs the chief object of his wishes. 

. . . , ^^ Answer. 

•- ' 7. See Mr. Vanlittftrt's Memorial, and the 
. proofs in various patts 6? the Addrefs in fupport 
- oific* ■ 

8. It is very natural for any perfon who takes an 
uncommon Uen, to etKleavour to vindicate :himlc If 

by 
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by -the tnoft fftecious arguments, and the moft 
plaufible ivafbmng be can devife ; and nothing Ids 
could be expected from Mr. Vanfictart, after hav- 
ing brought about (o unprecedented a rcvoltition. 
He has told his ftory with all the aggravations th^ 
nature of it would admit : notwithuanding which, 
we do not imagine the reafons he has given in fup- 
port of To violoit a meaTure will prove latisfaftory 
to the world. He takes great pains to blacken 
Mhtr Jafficr*s charafler, in oider to prqudice 
men's minds againiit him; and lays great llrefs upon 
the fcarcity of grain in the city % but we apprehend 
Mr. Vanllttart does not judge fo harfhiy trom that 
circumftance, after what he himfclf experienced 
lall year i for notwithftanding alt the care, we are 
not to doubt, he has taken, grain was never known 
So fcarce in Calcuna before, inlbmuch that num- 
bcn daily peiiibed. 

Answer. 

8. N«t wonhy any pardcular notice. 

9. Want of money was the great difficulty tke 
Nabob laboured under i but this did not proceed 
from any fault of his, but from the diftnufted ftate 
in which the country had been ever fince Colonel 
' Clive's' departure % fo that a very iinall part of the 
revenues came into his treafury. The Burdwan 
and Nuddea countries were aligned over to the 
Company for the payment of the Nabgb^s.debt '. 
Midnapoor, . the. frontier . to the fouth-weft, was 
over-run by the Marattas * -, Beerboon, and other 
Zamindarics, with the province cf Furea^ under 
Kuddum Hoflein Chan, were affected towards the 
Shahzadah, who had under contribution the wliole 
province of. Bahar, except the city of Fatna and a 
£naU dtftriA round it. Ctuttagong, the eftftem 
barrier, did liule more than :de&0d ic&lf aa^& 
I3 the 
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the incuWions of the Muggs, inhabitants of Anon, 
who ufed every year to come into Bdngat for 
plunder. Thero remained only the Dacca province, 
the diftrit5ls round Morflicdabad, the R»d(hy and 
pinag^poor countries, to fupply the itnnnente cx- 
' pence of the war. And here lay the Nabob's 
cliftr^, that with one fourth part, if To mpch, of 
the accuftomed revenues, he was obliged to maior 
tain an army greater than any Nabob did before 
him : and the Englilh army was not the leafl con- 
fiderable pare d the burthen ; for trufting moft ta 
them, he paid them firit ' ; which preference wa» 
thn caufe ra difcontent to the countiy troops. And 
though the force we had in the field, againft an 
enemy whom Colonel ^live had, but a very fliort 
time before, drove out of the country, far ex- 
ceeded thofe the Colonel had with him, yet no 
material advantage was gained over them,' but the 
country was over-run and ravaged by them, and 
by frequent marches and counter-marches, our 
own armies became as deftruftive as thole of the 
invaders *, No wonder then at the perilous con- 
diQon to which Mhir JafHer was > reduced } to 
c^tiicace'him from which, it behoved us to exert 
otir utmoft abilities :- inftead whereof, he -was 
Veatttdtoith the greatcft indignity by us, and bafely 
turned o\it of his governMent, 

AKSWBas, 
9. ' Aiid were obftruAed in the rfceipts of 
^ecn by every arufice and Rueffz in Mhir 
Ji&eft power. 

* 7.0 what was this owing, bat JIaffier Khan*s 
' irrcfohnipQ and puGUanimicy i -^ — See ' th<l 

Addwft. i 

* How he.p^ them, iee the Addi!ef3>-—- . 

* Thb Ible caufe' very well known to tfaeie 
Gcai\vxDy.xa^ vip, - defe&ioni cowait)i<;e iaod 

9 ^ - trcachpy 
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. treadiety in Mhir Jaffier and Ms fdn, fet forth 

- io the Addrefs in three remarkable tnftances, in 

any of vhich, a period might have been put M 

the trouUes, as veil as diftie&s of himfel^ iiis 

allies and hU country. 

JO. To remove bad Catinfdlors from a Prince it 
certainly meritorious ; but it does not leem to us 
thzt any thing was ever deligned againft the Nabob'r 
minifters i oft the contrary, that the folc intent was 
■to difplace the Nabob himfelf, is pretty evident, 
by the treaty before-mentioned, made iuXaUytta ', 
Had thWe been the leaft attempt to convince him 
in a friendly manner of any crron in his admipi- 
ftration, or of the neceflity of difmifTtng from his 
prefence thofe who ill-advifod hisi, it. is not tO:bc 
doubted that he would have hearkened to rcafon. 
That he -was not obftinace againft good advite, 
may be cozKiuded from the extraordinary inRutince 
-wluch Colonel Clive had over him-, in proof 
whereof we need only call to mind how violently 
he was incen^ againft Rajsh Ratn Narain, and 
Roy Dulub ; yet the Colonel, by gentle methods, 
without having recolir& to any other fixce than that 
(tf perluafian, pcrfibAly reconciled bim' to tht» 
ibnper, and obtained his permilTiOQ for the tatter 
o> refide . at Calcutta, ^nd bring thkherwhh hunt 
ius family aod cHeAs. ■ 

'Ams'weR. ■ . ' ..,,," '■ 
IO. ' See the treaty in the Addre^, bf 
which ic will be. pretty evidcniit, it- never. >rM 
intended to diQjl^fe.hpn, bpt to divc^ h^ onljr 
«f.pDwqr fo iHiog on the infirf ruin. of fi^f 
counciy— and us ^is alliet.— 

pi. The people in gwefrin v«y fw frdm being 

pfericd ,.v?i^ tfec wv^duiiion, (M.iaUedged in tte 

,J4cmorialJ were extremely diflatisficd thereat. Had 

I 4 Collun 
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Coffim Aly Chan been before in eftcem among tlwiii,' 
or pofleflcd any (hare of influence or power, they 
might perhaps have overlooked the circumftance 
of hU file, and a ferics of popular a£Hons tnigbt in 
time have reconciled them to the ufurpation. But 
,he was defpifed and difliked before he came to the 
Mufnud, and his behaviour Qnce has been fo op- 
prefiive and tyrannical, that it could not fail con- 
firming the public hatred of him. 

Refutation, 

1 1. This man who is faid to be in no e(teem» 
but defpifed and hated, had a Nabobfliip. in 
the province, was deemed worthy of the Subah's 
daughter, and by Colonel Cllvc of the govern- 
mcne of Patna-i and furely we may, without 
any offence to thefe Gentlemen, fay, ih^t Colonel 
Clive was a fuperiorjudge iri this matter.- On 
the whole, we may juftly fay, the infinuations 
thrown out in this paragraph are without foun- 
dation, and Fcfled more aifhonour on the authors 
themfelves, than on Mhir CofQm. 

iz. The little difbirbance at Morlbedabad upon 
the occafion, proceeded from the apprehenfions 
all degrees of people were under, from fo large a 
force being brought into the city in the dead of 
night ; and Mhir Jaffier, no ways fufptcious of 
the faith of the Engljlh, had taken no precautions 
for his own fecurity. Such is the fuperiority of 
our arms, and fo great the dread of our forces in 
thi^ country, that had we gone openly to work, 
we ' Ihould have met with little or no difficulty ; 
which renders our having proceeded by ftealeh suid 
treachery the more inex^ufable: and we are truly 
forry to have occafion to obferve, that the means 
by which this tneafure was brought about, have 
throws an inddible ftain upon our national cha-. 
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raftef, and injured U9 u much io the opinion of 
the natives, as it has of all the European colonies 
in this part of the world. 

Answer. 

12. X^t Mr. yanfit[art*s Memorial reply -to 
this. 

1 3. It is ailerted in the Memorial, that Mhir 
Jaffier was eafy under the lofs of his power, which 
he is faid to have owned to have been rather a 
burden to htm : but it is evident, on the contrary, 
from his declarations finer, and his letters to the 
Company and Colonel Clive, that he was very 
unwilling to part with his government ; and that 
he greatly regrets the deprivation of it. He was 
oece0itated, indeed, to fubmit ; and in hopes of 
lieinc redrelled fomc time or other by the Company, 
judging that fuch a ftep could never be approved 
at home, he very wifely chofe, rather than truft 
hlrafelf with his fon-in-law, to wait padendy for 
that redrefs in fafety at Calcutta. So far he tpight 
appear refigned to his fate i yet thu can never be 
conftrued as an abdicadon of his government, 
though it has been induftrioufly endeavoured to 
make the world look upon it in that light. 

RErUTATIOM. 

13. "What letters Mhir Jaffier might fubfe- ■ 
quently be influenced to write, we know not— 
Mr. HolwelJ, the day after Mhir Jaffier arrived 
at Calcutta, paid him a vifit, and had a private 
conference of two hours with him, — in the courfc 
of which *' he often lamented pathetically the 
'* lois of his Ion i that (ince he received that 
** firoke, he found himfelf incapable of govern- 
*' mcnt, or the things of this world j that the 
" exemplary manner in which God had deprived 
♦• him of a fon and fucceflbr, had convinced 

*' him 
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** Mm thdr fins, vere great,' and rfqoircd ex- 
, ** piarion I that be was refotved to expiate them 
•* at the Tomb of the Prophet, and bcggfd Mr.- 
*' Holwell would intcrcced with Mr. Vanfittarc 
*• for a paflage to Judda. — At times, he faid his 
•* enemies had injured him In the opinion of the 
** Englifli, from whom he thought he had niet 
*' with hard treatment." In (nort, . the man 
■who was fo lately and juftly the objed of dc- 
■ teftation, was" now as real an ot^eft of com- 
mileratton. — Mr. Holweli applied to Mr. Van- 
fittart for his palTnge to Judda, and in the 
ftrongeft terms enforced the propriety oF com- 
plying with his reqiiell: ; forefeeing, that if he 
remained in Bengal, he would ever be an objeft 
for a difafFcftcd party to work with. Mr. Van- 
(ittart gave his aflent ; — but fome time after, on 
a reprefcniation from the Judda Supra-cargoes, 
that complaints from him to the Bafliaw might 
involve their fhip in troubles, the alfoic was un- 
happily withdraw^. 

14. We have now. Honourable Sirs, laid before 
you a true accmint of the revolution. The prb- 
jeftors perhaps thought the advantages it was to 
bring me Company, would be a fufficicnt atone- 
ment for the meafure, and cnfur? them the appro- 
bation of their mailers. It is true, the Company 
have a confiderable addition of territory, and do 
now receive a large yearly revenue ; but as great, 
if not greater advantages might have been procured 
fay more honourable means : and the prefcnt tran- 
quil ftate of the country, which fccurcs to the 
Company, as well as the Nabob, the full enjoy- 
ment of their revenues, is not the effeft of Mhir 
Colllm Chan's Nabobfliip, but of an event which 
vould equally have happened, had Jaffier Aly 
Chan been continued on the Mufnud» as can be 
cafljy made to appear. 
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Answbr. 

. J4. There, appears 3 myftcry at the clofc of 
thij paragraph wtally unintelligible ; polhbly 
wc may have it explained by-aod-by— We will 
not attempt it here. 

15, Soon afttr Coflini Aly Chan was fixed in 
the Nabobfhip, the Company were notninally in- 
veAed with the Zamyndvies of Burdwsn, Midna- 
poor and Chitt^gong; and only nQmiaally; for 
our firft demamJs upon the two former of thefe, 
for ti»e paymetJE of th? revenues, were refufcd. 

Refutation. 

15. This paragraph fecms to be a flat contra- 
didion of part of the 14th— :for if the Com- 
pany *' now receive a large yearly revenue,** it 
£annot be properly called a nominal inveftiture* 
bcfides, wc know the Company,- at the laft 
difpatch of their Qiips from Boigalg had received 
for two years revenues from Burdomaan only, 
70 lack, or eight hundred &vcnty-five thoufand 
pounds. 

16/ $0 bad aq imprefHon of us did the revolution 
create in the minds of the country people, that 
the Burdwan Rajah, who, in Jafiier Aly Chan*« 
tine, had often cxprefTed his carneft defiie chat the 
Company might contini;e to colleift the rcvenuea 
of his diftrid, as they had all along done, on 
account of the Tunckaws, and that they would 

Srocurc the Zamyndarie for themfelves from the 
[abot^ ) yec after t4ie breach of our faitlt to the 
old' Nabob, concluding no reliance woa 10 be 
pkued 'in our engagements, he imcncdiatety Qew 
off ftom his former declaradoos, and inftead of 
acqii^efeing ' under our government, he began to 
ild in open rebellion 1 hp ftoppcd our ctade, raifed 
a large 
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a large force, invited the Sidarattas into his countty; 
vith-held the payment of his revenues, and a^ng 
in conjunftion with the Bcerboon Rajah, he el- 
Mufed the c^ufe of the Shah Zaddah, with whom 
le entered into correfpondence. 

Answer. 

16. The Burdwan Rajah was yearly fleeced by 
Mhir Jafficr, therefore no wonder he wiilied to 
be rather under thejurifdiftiun of the Englifli.— 
His rebellion was of Ihort continuance, being 
prefently reduced, as welt as the Beerboon Rajah, 
by our troops under the command of Major 
YorkC} — but thefe two Rajahs defection pro- 
ceeded from a caufe very remote from what it 
is here afcribed toj and which ihefc gentlemen 
leem wholly {^rangers to, as we fliall make appear 
prefently. 

17. Several other Zamyndars who had remained 
quiet whilft Jaffier Aly Chan was Nabob, now 
finding th,e government ovcrfct, thought thcmfclves 
at liberty to withdraw their allegiance, and would 
not acknowledge Mhir CoiCni, but joined the 
Shah Zaddah; whofe party, by theie frequent 
■defoftions, was ftrengthcncd with fupplies both of 
troops and money, and whofe followers were greatly 
encouraged by his having been able to maintain 
hb ground, and continue in our dominions the 
whole preceding campaign, in defiance of the 
Englilh army. ' 

Refutation. 

17. Here it is but juft to apolt^ze for thefc 
Gentlemen's ignorance in affairs, for.'Mellrs. 
Coote, Ellis and Camack were not in Bengal, 
during the progrefc of thofe events which occa- 
fioncd the .unavoidable ncceflicy of divefting 

- Mhir JaffiCT of further power i — and coming to, 

the 
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■ the board with an unhappy difpoGtion M op^ 
' pofe every thing that bad been done, bccaufe 
. chejr had no hand in the dotng> them, they had 

no methods to pick up materials but from the 
Bazars and public reporters of detraftion. As 
&r Meflrs. Batfon and VcreHl, they were not of 
the Committee, and con&queotly could know 

■ nothing of the political fyAem ; To that amongft 
the fix gentlemen who fien this letter, one only 
of them could pofTibly know any thing <^ the 

. matter} and he but imperiedly, by being To 
far ab&nt from the center of our Councils.— 

; i8. The Nabob's troops were rendered quite 
mutinous by the news of the revolution. Tbe^ 
declared they knew nothing of Cotltm Aly Chan, 
and that now they had lo^ their old mafter, they 
were wkhout hopes of being paid any part of the 
immenfe arrears due to themi and nothing lefs 
than the extraCHtlinary afSduity and influence of 
Mr. Amyatt, who was then chief at Fatna, could 
have, prevented them from proceeding to extre- 
mities. 

RlFUTATrOK. 

1 8. No wonder the troops grew mutinous on 
die news,'~-though not out of af!e£Hon for their 
old mafter, as is hoe unjuftly .infinuated •, for 
it u very well known his troops would have 
taken his head long before this, if he bad not 
been protected by ouis. The truth is, Mhir 
Jafiier was' in la^ arrears to them, which they 
imaged they Ihbulcl lofe by the revolution -, but 
as they were foon fatisfied in this point, ail dif- 
turbance fubfidcd. — • ■ ' 

f 9. In this fituaticm were things when Colonel 
CaiUaud Idt Patna, and M^ Camoc. rcctived 
the ctHnmand of the army brom him. The Mamt . 

' '- -- - few 
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&y9 tc mat tmp(^ible . for the cdarmf to rupjnn 
kiflf againft liich a combitiaBon of diflicukiei» ind 
that if a decifive blow was not foon ftnidk, theShah 
eoold ndt fdit lo htvc ioimcdiate poQeffioir of alj. 
He therefore determined to brkig. the ^inorto an 
aAion as fpeedily as pol&ble ] and after -lecuring 
PatM by A garrifory, to prerent in being: plonkted 
by *htx nt^ of iroopfi Whole duty ic was to de- 
fend it, he pufhed on with the En^fli-armjr as 
fttt as he could towards the Prince. He oame up 
with him three days march from the city, the con- 
fequence oi which taroiight on an aftion vheitiii 
he gained a compleat viftory*, and reduced the 
Shan in a fev days ifter to the neceffity orputting 
kimfelf under the prcne^Uon of the Eaaliflt. Tbs 
Major's ftKcefs, as it put an end to the hopes of il\ 
the rebellious Kajdlu and ZMnynddrs, fo it at once 
quelled alt commotkyiSi add vflaUUhedtHfcfb long 
wilhed for tranquillity in' the oomitry-j dnd ch* 
dtfT^nC provinces- were now brought into nrder, 
and rendered in a condiridii to pay their ref^6tiin 
rereftues ; the Nabob's ifcafury was ennchcfl, nd 
he was enabled to difcharge the arrears of his army, 
and to advance the mooey he htd engaged to pay 
the Company. 

-RlftlTATlAlf. '— - 

19. Thra paragraph feems Wj with inipor- 
tince : — We have fteti, m many, Jiarfs Cf this 
letter, unjuft infinuatipns thrown out' to the 
' prejudice' of thtf then commanderin chief of 
y6iir woops, as if a]! had not been, done which 
ought, and might have been done with the 
ioKt tie tMd imdtJr his command. ' We have 
already, in the Addicfs fo often referred to, pouted 
. . out 

* TliH battle wn tin iao& NMuInUe of tay Wlilob'liM 
UtAf bcM fbttght.ia fn^ia* fltfff DPCrttfeptnli nil mt 
twtf bt coapaml to that of ATanndei igainft Forus. 
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-out the' nbifearriagn of the campd^'be -cotn-^ 
^ .ffianded, as in truth owing to the comnbca tad 
■treachery of the two Naboba, when, ar three 

critical junaurct, a decifive Arokc might' hive 
. ' been given j buf you fee :it -was neceflary to 

- depreciate and leiTcn one charatEter, as intro- 
' duAory to the exaltation of -another, .hez us 

fee how it will anfwer the-purpofe: M^or 
' Camack recieived the command of the- troops 

■ fpcnn Colonel Cailiaud, and with greiit peneira- 
r rioo, '^* few -it was impoffible for the couiHry 

« to fuppcrt itfelf, unleft a decifive jfrc*^ was 
•* fowijfrwnt* Hepulhcdon the Englifh army 

■ *• towads' «he frmce, came up with him, 
** tmAi^ him tcl an adion, and—obtained a 

- '•• compwat Tidory.'*^ — We have marched our- 
' felres om of breath, and will paufie a little to let 

• you enjoy the vi£toi7 —-^Though your enjoy- 
' ifient will be ' ibort -, for Icnow, chat when the 
^lah retreated from Burdomaan by the way of 
BeerbocHi and the hills, he pafied fome days with 
the Rajah 'of. the former, ^and thera concerted 
the dperatioHs of the nm caiw^aign, as follows : 
' The Pnnce was t« march'' oo Bahar, and fettle 
himiyf 'if 'pafllbJe thiffe, to draw the greateft 
part of tlW Et^th' foKU tlMt way -, early in 
the next feafon the' Moranors were :o enter 
the prDviact of Bengal, and the Rajah of Bnrd- 
wan ahd Beetboon wete to rife at the fwne time, 
and join the Moratrars •, the Prince was to take 
the iUtdibttiething earner, to amufe the EnglKh, 
CO avoid coming to any pitched aAion with 
^em, and watch his c^ponunity of flipping 
by t^ero^ -as ho did the year before, and by 
forced maivhes (having only horfe) join his 
friends in the Burdomsan v tt)c rendesvous being • 
Bxed &t ^tdwan the capital :--but unfortunately 
kr idle utihappiy E^rinoe,-th< tvd Rajaha pre- 
mature 

--"8l^ 



matuft motions fruftrated this well hid pUn i 
for intelligence arriving at the ciqr of iha 
defeiftion, the Subah Mhir CoBim, in conjuoC' 
tion with Major Yorke and the troops under 
his command, immediately todc the field, 
marched to Boodgaam the frontier of IBeer- 
boon, drove a body of the Rajah's troops 
from thence, and took the place. Here the 
Subah flayed, and detached Major Yorke to 
reduce Beerboon, which was foon accocnplilhed^ 
and Nagur the capital taken ; — the Bm-donaaan 
country reduced ■ alfo to obedience, and the 
Morattors drove to the fouthward. — Whilft thefe 
ftrokes were given, almofl: as foon as thought 
of, the Prince was amufing our Army in Bahar ; 
and juft as he was meditating his fudden march 
to the fouthward, a fpy who had made incredible 
fpced (from Major Yorkc's cajnp at Nagur,) 
reached the Prince, and gave him a particular . 
detail of the dLTallers attending his friends in 
that quarter ; he. immediately retreated from the 
neighbourhood of our troops, and advanced 
towards the Sone. Before his retretf be ftood a 
few minutes cannonading, and this was the only 
femblance of an aAion, that is to ,** vie with 
** the moft brilliant of antiquity,: and com- 
« pared with that of Alexander againft. Porus.'* 
— So far wa^ this from a battle, that it was poc 
even a IkirmiQi j the armies were not within 
mu£ket fhot of each other, nor a mufket fired 
on either ilde, nor a fmgle man killed or 
wounded, but about eight or nine poor Lalcars 
killed by the blowing up of a tumbril. The 
Prince, the night after his retreat, called a 
council of war of his minifters and chief officers ; 
and debating on the deplorable ftate of his 
sfiFairs, came to a rdblution to treat- vnth the 
Englifli, which he aoioidiogly did^ induced 
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to ic chiefly, by the infqrmalion he bad tewlred 
. of Mhir Jaffiw'B being dflpofcd, to whom he 
fasd fo 6)wd a hatred* ttiHC he fwore by h» 
Prophet, he wquW i^evcr qtflt the yurfuit of 
him whUft he ha<^ (tr^ngth to draw a fwotd | 
and in a PhirjiwttRd h? Vrotc upon the young 
Kabot»'G de^fh )}y lightttJng — he had this remarlct 
able exprcf&on,-^',* th^:the wickedwfs of th« 
" father Hpd &n wM; {9 gftpt^ God would no( 
" truft. their punifiniKnt. 50 any hapd hut hi| 
: " owp." , Thw yPM bwc feen, that the de* 
fe£ti(» of the twoKajfi^* &o- and the Princs 
throwii^ himf^f undtrourprotcAion, were du4 
- to mhcr cqi^QB than of this boallsd vidory 
wit^ouc 9 battlfl ^ cawfes whkh thcfe gentlemen 
did not; ^ would not khow, ai they did not 
[pai^? ,fpr thfiii pur[><)l«. It ii alfa pon^poufly 
fet forth — ** ThM the Major determined to 
** brings, the P:nnce -to an a^on a> Iboo as 
♦' po.ffitH<.,** ,Jf thwp ij any merit in thii dc- 
terminacion, it vra$ dtw H>. the board of Cdlcutta* 
who had fent peremptory orders to fight him at 
ail eventt. 

ao. Whatever merit riwr? is then in the prefent 
nanquillicy, n to be afcribed to our fuccd^ againft 
the Princci which, by putting an end to the war in 
the country) leduced it to b ftate of pcried obe- 
dienco. And u -all the oLd Nabob's difficulties 
proceodad frpiA his dominbns being the feat of 
war, and the dd^ault of his revenues on that ac- 
count, there i« not the ka0; doubt, had our arms 
met with the fatne.fucctiis'dunng his government, 
but that Jic would have uttricaicd himfelf with 
equal etfe. 

Akswir, 

20. That there is ho truth in the whole of this 
paragraph, is proved in the laft remark. 

■K 21. After 
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ii; After what has been fet forth, we belirfvfe 
few will imagine that Mhtr Jaflier was depofed bjr 
rcafon either of a want of ability to rule, or of his 
bad principles. We would willingly indeed fup- 
pofe, that it proceeded rather from the want of a 
true knowledge of the country policy, and from 
an error of judgment, than from lucrative views, 
had not Mr. Vanfittart, and others of the pto- 
je&ors, made no fecrct that there was a prefent 

firomiled them by CoITim Aly Chan of twenty 
ack : 'tis true, they make a- rncrit that this was 
not to be delivered till the Company's debt was 
paid, and his army fatisfied. We have to obfefvc 
OD this occafion, that teveral of us have had offers 
from the Nabob of very confiderable fums to join 
in his meafures, which wc have conftantly mdde 
public, as 'well as refuftd i and if we, who have 
always oppofed thofe meafures, have been thus 
tried with pecuniary temptatbns, what may be 
concluded of thofc Gentlemen who have fupported 
the Nabob on every occafion f 

Refutatiom." 

21. The malicious infmuations of this para- 
graph, are unaierthy Gentlemen. — We allow this 
of^r (not promife) was made, and unanimoudy 
rejeSed by Mr. VanRttart, and the Committee. 
—Mr. Holweli was charged with the delivery 

• of this refufal, in thefe terms — " That we were 
*' labouring ■for the peace and fafety of the 
** country only; and could not,'- in honour, 
-*' receive the offer j but that when the country 
'.' was fettled, the Company's debt pakl off, 

. **' and:ihe arrears p«d to his troc^s, if he theo 
" thought there was aught due from him, be 
*^ was at liberty ro gratify his friends in what 
" manner he pleafed." — This is a faft, which 
we were not alhamed Ihould have a place on the 
Commitrec 
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Committee proceedings.— As to the offirrs made, 
and refu(^l of ihefe Gentlemen, we have their 
' ipfe dixit oaiy-, and We may chute whether we 
will believe it. 

22. If the Nabob has purchafed the power he 
is invefted *ith, it is to be expcfted he will of 
courie make the moft of it, by extorting money 
from his fubjeds, and oppreOing every province 
as much as he can ; and as the fate of Jaffier Aly 
Chan muft have convinced him how little we 
regard the moft facred engagements, he will of 
neceffity endeavour to ebablifh himfelf on a foun- 
dation lefs precarious than the friendihip of the 
Engtilh. That he already begins to do fo, is evi- 
dene from his ftill increafuig the number of his 
troops (notwithftandi^g the prefent tranquillity) 
and to retider them the more formidable, he is 
arming and dilciplining as many Seapoys as he can 
procure, in the European manner : and to fecure 
himfelf as much as poflible from us, efteeming his 
capital Morfhedabad (the fccne of has predeceflbr's 
fell) too near our fettlements, he is about ereding 
a large fort at Rajahmaul, which he propoles to 
make his place of refidence, where he hopes to be 
out of our reach. 

Refutation. 

22. This paragraph firft begs the queflion^ 
and proceeds to draw conclufions not war- 
ranted by it. — Is it to be wondered at, that he 
ffiould think of fccurit^ himfclf, when he faw a 
formed oppofition in our Committee and Coun- 
cil, from the beginning of his government, 
which hourly Ihewed a dilpoStion to aftront and 
infult him, contrary to the repeated remon- 
ilranccs of Mr. Vanfittart, for obfCTving-more 
temperate and pacific meafures ? — Is it not a 
K a known 
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known truth; that it the tables o£ the leaders in 
this oppofition, the very boys in yonr fsrvtce 
ware ttught to huzza, " Jaffier Aiy Khan for 
*' ever •," and did not Amyatt public^ declare^ 
** that the moment the breath was out of Mr. 
** Vanfittart*s body (wha thtn. lay dangCroufly 
•* ill) he Would prod^m Mhir Jaffier ?"— — 
Could* thefe things be n«toriow> — and MtuE 
CoIUm not be alarmed for his fa&ty i 

23. When any Member of the Board fiaggefts^ 
t^at the Nabob's behaviour argues a furpicion of 
vOi for that if he really conhded iir, and finccrcly 
itgarded us, he would noc put himfclf to the un- 
necdTary expcnce of kcepbig fo large an army in. 
pay, nor treat ib ill tholie who ace at'owedl^ out 
intends ; it is replied^ " That die Nabob- is mafter 
** of his country ; and being independent of.us is- 
** at liberty to rule- and adtl as he pleafes." But 
furely Cofiim Aly Chan cannot be more fa than, 
his predcceffor was : and if it be true that the Na^ 
bob of Bengal is independent of the Englifh* and 
itladcr of his own aftians, how can the Gentlemen 
juftify their peoceedings againft Mhir Jaffier, whont 
they called to fo fcvere an account for the admini-- 
ftration of his own government, as to-depofc him> 
chough he had not been guilty q£ any of^nce to 
our nation, nor ever deviated &om his treaty ? 

Answer. 
23. Not worthy notice. See it coBfirted in a. 
hundred places of the laid Addrefe. 

24. Inftead of checking the overgrowing power 
erf" the prefent Nabob, it is daily promoted; and 
he has even the ablblute command of our army at 
Facna, thq Chief tliere having diret^tions to let him 
have what number of our troops he pleafes to de- 
nuadt without being allowed to judge of the haturc 

of 
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of Aielerricefbr which they are demanded. This 
you will obierve, Honourabk Sirs, in the inftruc- 
wn^ giv^ to Mr. Ellis, dated the 22d September 
Jaft, and in the confultation of the fame day, where 
fome of our opinipos on that procedure are entered. 
"We carniot help cxpreffing how much we fear that 
.an ill ufe will fee made by him of this power over 
•our forces, ind that they will fooner or later be 
xmi^oyed for feA puipofes as will render us more 
odious to the whole country, bring greaur difcrc- 
^ upon our arms, and reSed fmher difbonour 
vpon- our -nation. 

Answ? IL. 

24. If Ae affcnions are true that are fet fortli 
in this paragraph, we will not attempt to juftify 
what the Gentlemen here complain crf"^ but if 
Mr. Vanfittart had fern this accufauon, we mull 
fuppofe he had it in his power 'to give fulHcient 
reafons for the mcafurc. 

' 25. Notwithftaadingthis s^ealous attachment to 
"Coflim Aly Chan, there can be no reafon to hope 
he will aa the part of a faithful ally towards us. 
What dependance can be had on a perfon who fo 
readily entered into the fchcme of depofing not onW 
his lawful mafter, but his patron, under whew 
immediate care he was brought up ? who fliewed 
Jo much difloyalty to his natural SoTercign*, the 
King of Indoftan, as to evade even acknowledging 
K 3 Aim, 



* ¥amff\y the Sljaw Zfidda, i«bo wju defeated by Mayir 
■Carnac f, in ttut fan)(ui9 battle near P^na. u related abovr, 
and who, on the death of hu father, became King of Indo- 
jjn, and confequenflj- Sovereign of Beoeal, which is one of 
^beproviocn-of huJCB^ffne:. . . " 7 

t TI>eShawZadAi'l«Wwa«-*reat«dtyM^C3«Hp, 

not v« Jbett .any jbfhQus hattk betwees tbMi* pr.ariy 

bftt^e at all, as rclr.ted .^bc^■c." 
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him, tUl he was in a manner obliged to it by our 
repeated defires ? and who betrays a continual 
diftrafl: of thofc who have appeared any way at- 
tached to us ? 

Refutation. 

25. The infinuation, inference and charge 
QgainU Mhir CofTim, in this paragraph, are 
equally extraordinary. Surely they nere forget 
the man whofe caufe they have all along been 
defending, or they would ncyer have laid ihem- 
felves open in To palpable a blot. Fray, Gen- 
tlemen, did not Mhir Jafficr betray his matter 
inthetreaty of 1757, and at the battle of PlalFcy; 
not only his lawful maHer, but the graodfon of 
his patron, who had raifed him from obfcurity 
to the firft poits in the Subafhip ? Did he not 
alfb draw his fwprd a^nft his Sovereign, and 
infaniQully project ch? ailafllnating him ? 

26. The Nabob's undutiful behaviour to the 
, King, proceeded in great meafure from his jcaloufy 
. of the regard we profefled for him, and bis fears 
that we fliould reduce his authority, by fubicfting 
the Subathip to its primitive dependency od the 
. Mogul, ancf obliging him to pay the royal re- 
venues. He therefore fct every engine to work to 
create a rupture between us ; he endeavoured to 
make the King uneafy, and to inftil notions into 
him of his being in danger from us, in order to get 
him out of the country. He excited a mutiny in 
the King's camp, which, had it not been for the 
timely afTitlance lent by Major Carnac, might have 
" proved fatal to his Majtffty. He repeatedly urged 
Mr. Vanfu'tiirt to difmifs him ; and forged letters 
to himtelf and ^he prefident, a« from the King, 
complaining of being fdrcibly;det^ncd by the M«- 
-jor, and expsefling hi&axudety bynot being allowed 
to leave. the country.' That thefe ktcers were 
foi^d. 
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forged, hie Majefty hath folcmnly declared, by an 
atteilauon' under his own hand; andtcftified hU 
abhorrence of fo infamous a proceeding. The 
Nabob, however, at laft, fo far prevailed; by cor- 
ruption and intriguing with fome of the courtiers, 
as to bring' about wlut he had fo much at heart, 
the King^ being fcnt away without receiving any 
afljftance ^m us, or being paid any part of the 
revenues of this Subalhip. This rebellious beha- 
viour of the Nabob juflly incenfed the King, who 
declared that he would not fufTer him to continue 
in his Subafhip, whenever he had power fufHcient 
to prevent il 

Refutation. 

26. That the Nabob fhould be anxious to get 

. the King out of the provinces as foon as poflible, 

. we can account for, and jultly vindicate, from 

. caufes very obvious. But how this laboured 

paragraph will agree with the violent behaviour 

of Major Carnac, upon his imagining there was 

it>o great and fufpidous an inttmaty between the 

King and the Nabob, you ihall judge from the 

following recital. "When the King was on his 

vifit of leave at the Subah's tent, where a grand 

entertainment was made for him, fome little time 

before his departure, he withdrew witli the Suba 

into the inner tent, where they held a private 

conference, and, as afterwards appeared, wrote 

. interchangeably in each other's Koran, which, 

. by the bye, is the ftrongeft and moft folemn eii- 

• gagemcot of amity and friendship in the world 

amongft Muflelmen. The Major, on their conv 

ing out, cxprelTed in moft loud and vehement 

terms his difTatis&ftion at this private con- 

. 'ference, and ordered, the interprettr jto t^U the 

-. King his high dilpleaiTurc^ infotnueh that the 

Stiba thought itneccflary to check his^iaffion, 

K 4 and 



ahel (iefimi tiim to nrcolkd: lie vm l^ktng tti 
ibeKing: To "which fcetcplied, thfttirMiM Ht 

*AS OFFENDED, KlUOS AND NABCteS WrRE TO 
HrM THE SAM*. 

27. HisMajefty, before his iJcparture, gave the 
tncA unqueftionable prtiof of his hatred co Coflim 
Aly Chan, and of his eftettn for the En^ift, by 
the voluntary ofler he made them of the Ijcwanny 
bf Bengal. This poft is the colleftion of the 
revenues of all the provinces fubjedt to the Nabob, 
which are "to be accounted for Svith the court of 
Dclhy. It differs from the Subadarec -, the latter 
being the command of the troops, and the chat^ 
of the jurildiftion in the provinces, the cxpences 
whereof are paid out of the revenuet by die Dewan. 
It was formerly a feparate vSRcc, but the Nabobs 
of fiengal, taking advantage a£ the bfte cotnffio-p 
tions in the empire, have afluoDcd it to thomldves. 
From the nature of the office, it is evident that 
the King, diftruHing the Nabob, intended that we 
fhould be A check upon him, and be Milwerable 
for the revenues, no account of which he oouid get 
Ax>m Coflim Aly Chin« who detained them for his 
own life. This appointment would have brought 
the Company about fifteen lacks yearly, exclufive 
of rhe lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Cfiitta- 
gong, viliich his Majefty alfo offered to confion to 
them i and to eftabliAi their intcrefl and inftoence, 
not only in thcfe provinces, but as £ar as the city 
df Delhy itfelf, to which filaoc our commerce 
tnight then, with the utmoft &fety, have been CV- 
tended, 

Answeb. 
•iy. Touching-thehrft pMt«f dils puragraph, 
we refer to our-Iaft remark. With regard to the 
of^of tiie Dtfwwiee, i9«<l>jedkBU'^^Hft ^re- 
ceiving 
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cwris% k Kece ftrong and. ^taaal^erabJe. unlcfi 
we c<>ukl .h»TC bnn JA7eftefi widk the Subodaaty 

t8. It i& hard tp concdve vhy lb booourdbie 
imd advBintageouB nn «Hcr (boutd be zcjefted : it is 
ailedged it would be the fotirce of connnual dif- 
putes bkwfcn us and the Nabob, ard occafion too 
great a diminution of his power ;. butfurclj^ this 
confidcration, admitting it to be true, ought not to 
ftand in competition with the honour and intcrefts 
of the Company, whtdi would tx greatly pro- 
moted by fiich an ^pointinent % what tenders this 
tefufal the nxire extraordinary is, that it is well 
known application was made to the King, feon 
after Mr. Vanfittart's arrival, in JaSier Aly Chan's 
time» lor thd funads or graats of tlie province of 
Bengali which were adually drawn out to be leot 
to us i but the revolution, in favour of CofTim 
Aly Chan, taking fAact in the interim, an entire 
&(^ was put to the nc^ociabon. 
Answer. 
iS! The firft part of this paragraph js fpokeii 
to above. Coacerniog the Jail part, we caq 
only lay, no graat of that kind was Iblicited 
ibr, whilft Mr. H<^well had a leat at the Qoaid 
of Calcutta, though itccrtainly MiouldiHVf beeq 
pufhed for, and doubtleis obtained, if hia le- 
mooftranccs on that head had been hearkened so, 

2q. The Nabob was fo inveterate againlt: all 
thofc natives who were known to be in our intereft, 
that ihe ufed las vtmoft endeavours to prevail on 
Cokmel Coote and Major Carnac, to coqleot to 
Lis proceeUiag to ;the moil: unju^4abl{t.fe verities 
j^t>A them, -particuiarly ^againft Ji^h Ramtia- 
KiMA <haKi^ offered the.Cok>i)d.'fivf .lacl^c^nipQcs, 
|V0vJdai he would concur in the deltrudion of 
2 that 

' —ogle 
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riiat onhitppy nuii,.'wh» hti fihce bfcen given up 
to him by the Board. The Colonel's refufal of 
this money, we are well convinced, was the motive 
of his (the Nabob's) unjuft fufpicion and rcfent- 
otchc againll him, which appears not only by the 
Cotonel^s letters- on the face of -the proceedings of 
Ae Board, butallb byCoffirn Aly Chan's. own 
dcdaration to him, that he could not be his friend 
vnlefs be received Jiis prefenc. ' 

Refutatioh. 
- -29. Not one fingle or particular mflance of 
: thefe inveteracies againft the natives in our 
. intereft, but that of Ram Narain, ^drcady ex- 
: ploded. 

'^. Thefamefpiritofre&ntment, which aduated 
die Nabob againft Colonel Coote, was equally 
ftrong- ^ainlt Major Carnac, whom he aUb en- 
deavoured to buy over to fervc his ends, but in 
vaio. The Nabob faw, whh a jedous eye, fhe 
many diHinguilhing marks of favour the King con- 
ferred on him, and would fain have made a breach . 
betwem them, which not being able to effcA, he 
Ivrote feveral letters of complaint againft him to 
the Prefident, who from prejudice was too much 
inclined to believe them, and fought all opportuni- 
ties oi blaming his conduft at the Board, and of 
putting the worfb confhiiiftion upon all his endea^ 
vours for the public- fcrvicc, of' which many io- 
fianccs could be produced. 

AwswiB. . . 

30. Thefe large oflfcrs and eon/detttioas refufals 

• fpaik an exalted iniegrily : ■■ tiuy arc poflibly 

• true too, at lead for ought we know : but we 
■ think it would have been better if fo much had 

not been Ikid about tt j for though vc may have 
;■-— • implidt 
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implicit i^ith in thcfe aflertions, the wicked 
world may not.- 

31. A flagrant injufttce was done Major Carnac 
in calling him away from Patna, when the detach- 
ment ftiil left tliere, was lai^ enough to render 
the command adequate to his rank, and when- he 
might hire been of fervice : whereas his prefencc 
was unneceflary at Calcutta, as the Colonel was 
going down. 

32. A very fignal infult offered by CoBim Aly 
Chan to the Englifh nation, was the intercepting, 

■ by his order, a letter which Major Carnac, when 
commanding thearmy, had wrote to the King, which 
the Nabob opened and fent to the Prcfidetit. This 
letter, wiih others from the Nabob, was minuted 
in confultation of the 5th of Augiift, and it was 
infinuated to contain proof of a plot, concerted 
between the Colonel, Major, RamnaraJn and 
Shttabray, to create a frefli revolution. Much 
pains were taken to find out myftcrioiis meanings 

" in the letter, and hints were thrown out to prepof- 

■ fefs the Board, that fuch a combination was aftualiy 
00 font i however, after the clofeft fcrutiny into 
the letter, and the ftriftcft examination of Shita- 
"bfay, who was called down from Parna for that 

■ purpofe, the Board gave it unanimoufly as their 
opinion,' that there were not the leaft grounds to 

* fuppofc any fuch combination, the ridicule whereof 
was fo confpicuoiis, that we do not imagine even 
thofe who fo fcrioufly promoted the enquiry could 
ever have believed it 

33. The material part of this letter related to 
an application, which the Major (by Col. Coote's 
direftiOnsVmade to the King, to be put in pof- 

■feinofi "orfotne fort in Shuja Dowlali's country 

il^jon the Ganges -, which, had our troops attended 

his Majefty, as we mufl; have marched through 

Shuja 

-->'8l^ 
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Shaja DowU's territories, voulid have been <bfa- 
lutcly neceflaiy for a place of arms, and to keep 
-up our communication. The (lopping fuch a letter* 
or indeed any one from a perum in fo public a 
chara^r as dte M^cr then was, might be of tbe 
moft fttal coniiequence, was alfo a public aflroQt, 
and one that never was before offered hy any 
Nabob ; yet no facisfaAioii has erer been obtained 
from him, although vrott too publicly on that 
head. 

Answer. 
31, 32, and 33. To thele paragraphs Mr. 
Vanfitcart mufl anfwer, when he bat it in his 

power. Until then, we hope the world wfll 

fufpend their judgment : but if they cannot Itay 
fo long, they may form a verdiiS: on the veracity 
of theTc, and various other parts of this per- 
formance, we . believe pretty juftly, from the 
atnner in which it hat been tr&}^wj.ttei hither, 

34. You will now, Hon"'* Sirs, be able to conv 
pare the prefent widi tbe preceding government. 
So momentous a ftep as fubverting & former one, 
we conceive, ought not to have oceo undertaken 
till after the inolt mature deliberation, and from a 
thorough knowledge of the country, its connexions 
and iiitcrelb. But this was far from being the 
cafe. Mr. Vaniittart had only, been three months 
in Bengal, and in fo fliort a fpace of lime can 
hardly be fuppofed to have acquired fo pcr&A a 
knowledge of matters as to be able to determine, 
that it was abfblutely necelTary, to annul a treaty 
which had b^n ratlBed, in the moft folemn majtner, 
by Admiral Watfon srd Colonel Clive, tc^ether 
with a regularly-audiorizcd . Selct^ . Committee, 
guarantied by the credit of the Coinpa^» apd 'the 
honour of the nation. 
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34. The credit of the Company, and honour 

of the nuion, would hare been funk, the one 

to ruin, and the other <o pr»ltitutl0fl,.if pro- 

. te&ion had bpcn lon^r granted to that monfter 

of 'ttaqwty,. Mhir Jaffier. See the Addrefs. 

35. The gcotlemen, who were the protnoters of 
tbU revolution, have coincided remarkably in e^ch 
Others opinion during the l%ft year's confuhations : 
in retumt the ,PreIldeDt hA not failed to ibcw 
them partiality, of which we will give you a re- 
markable inftance : notwithftanding, in your letter 
to this prcfidency, dated at Jan. 1.761, you were 
plebfed, in the molt pofitive ttrms, to op:ter:the 
difmilBon of Meflieurs Sumner, PUydell and M^ 
Guirc; yet, on the loih of Auguft, whcnfia 
Gonfequence of Mr. Mac Guire's ditmifTion, Mr. 
Ellis was appoirued chief at Fatna, Mr, Vanfitterc 
propofed in Council, that Mr. Mac Guirc (hould 
remain in the chicf-lhip till Mr. EUis's arrival, 
which could not be effcded in lefs than two mwiths. 
The quellion was abfolutely put to the Board, but 
carried in the negative ; the other gentlemen not 
chufing to be guilty of fo glaring a deviation from 
their mafters orders : and at Mr. Vanfittart's 
defire, this propofal of his own was not entered on 
the face of that confultation. Here it will be necef-' 
fary dib to obferve, that Mr. Holwell, after the 
Hon'''* Company had Ihewn him fo plain a mark 
of their difplcafun:, as to remove him from the 
Chair to feventh in Council, at 5rft wavered* 
whether to continue ir; the fcrvice or hm, till (as 
he declared) l)e had a private conference with Mr. 
' VanfittaTt i after which he remained in both CouiJcil 
and Selcft Committee till the very day on which Mr. 
Vaofittarc togk leave of the Board to proceed toMoE- 
Ihedabad, 
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ftcdabad. In order to execute th« plan which had 
been fonned i and then Mr. Holwcll religned. 

Answer. , 

: J5. Why it was nkefary tobringMr. Hblwfell 
in upon this occaQoft may not be quite clcir: 
We will thereforeeiucidate this pafiage — It «*as 
not enough that Mr. Holwcll was included in 
the many dirty infinuations thrown Out in dif- 
l!?rent parts of this elaborate work, agaiDft the 
■ projeSers of this reveluttoft., &d. ' but it was 
■ thougTit nteejfary that be fhOuJd be* parcicularly 
pointed at, with fonie invidious marit of th«r 
Kialice-, though they had not art enough- among 
them to make it at all poignant.-^-^Mr. Holwelf 
thanks them for affording him thisjfr^ favourable: 
occalion of acknowledging all they Tay {d hkn) 
in this paragraph is mojljtnlify true. 

Mr. Holwell confeffcs, that, ftimulated by 
refentment at the ingratitude of his employers, 
he refolvcd to quit the ftrvice immediately, on 
Mr. Vanfittart's arrival— but prefledby him an(t 
the committee to alter his rcfolves for fome timer 
at leaft — he wavered — and loon after feeing an 
appearance of fome falutary turn to the Com- 
pany's affairs, he determined to remain, and give 
his helping hand to it. — This was acc€>mpli(hed— 
and then Mr. Holwel! rcfign'd, 

g6^ The Armenian minifters of the rerotutfor,- 
Cojah Paruce and Kojah Gregory, arc in the 
higheft degree of favour with the Nabob and hi» 
adherents j the former rcfides ii* Cafcdtta, retainctf 
by ColBm Aly Chan, a known fpy upon every 
iranf<iilaon of the Englith, of which he never 
fails to give his maftcr the moft regular irttelligeiicr, 
ai was too apparent to both Colonel Cootc and 
Major Carnac,.wlit-n ihcy were at Patn&. The 
latter 
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latter 'of thde" Armenians has^ofts of the gTeateft 
tmft ncar.The'Nabob*s pcrfon; and rfirbugh the 
' means of' thbfc'men, the Armenians in' ^rtcral are 
fetting up an.' indcpendanr footing in tbe cbuntry, 
are carrying On a- trade gready dtrfimentd to our 
invcftmcnts. hi all pares; and commit daily afts of 
Tiolence, which reflcifl no fmall odium on. the 
EngliJb, who are fuppoied to encourage theii; pro- 
ceedings. ■ . 

RSMARK.- 

36. This paragraph requires no anfwer from us." 

37. It is this fyflemof' adminifl^iDn which we 
have conftantly oppofecF, aa thinking your ^airs 
could not ' poffiWy profper under "it. And you 
will now be .able to accounifor many' differences 
ac the Board, which wilt appear trough thecourfe 
of^ our confultations, and which will doubtlefs fur- 
priteyou till the real caufe is known. As we Have 
hitherto denied oxx aflentfi to meafures, becaufe wc 
deemed them contrary to your iftterefts, chough the 
adoptiag:dietn wouidhave turned out' greatly to 
our prirote < emoluments ; fo you may reft afiuted 
it (hall cver'continue an invariable maxim vrUh us, 
to. make your honour and -advantage the Ible'ob- 
jcft of our attention. -■ ■ • 

. Remark. 

37. Nir this. ; : '. 

.38. You havd been acquaihted, Honotirable 
Sirs, that the King has applied for your afiiA'ance, 
to fettle him on the throne,., and to recover fuch 
parts of his territories ^s are'ftitl in the hands of 
rebels. It- is our opiniort, that we have troops 
enough. tn ^rtn an ar^y-fcy- the enterprize ; and 
as we have no European enemy to fear, the forces 
roquilite for this fervice can without danger be 
' 3 fpared. 
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fparcd. The Nabob's large army, which i* now 
a burden upon the provinces, and onJy kept up 
\o fcrcen him from the King's power, and-dirouga 
his jcaloufy of us, would aBbrd a coofiderablQ 
addition* and at the fame time cafe Uie country of 
an immenfe expence. Shujah Dowlat,- one of the 
ijioft powerful men of tlie empire, would join v*ith 
his forces -, bcfidcs many otlicr canfiderable powers, 
friends to the King, from different parts, woiild 
jlock to the royal ftandard, fhould we ever take 
the field; and our army mbft probably (as the 
King himfclf hw frequendydtdared) would march 
to the gates of Delhy without oppofition. We 
moft humbly fubmit to you^ whethlet fo glorious 
an opportunity of B^;randizing- the Company is 
Indodan Ihould not be embraced; and- leave it ta 
yourfelves to judge of the reputation and adv^n- 
tagos which would refuUto thctn, if through the 
meians of the British arms, his M^efty flipald be 
cftabliflied' on his throne. For-want.of :our did, 
he is now actually at a ftand, and unable to pco- 
fccuie his journey to his capital. 

But Ihould you be unwillmg to extend, your con- 
nedions further up the country, and inlifcad of ac- 
cepting ihe Dewanny of Bengal,- choofc to confine 
your, views to your new acquiAcionsv and to the 
trade of Bengal alone, we beg leave to offer it as 
our opinion, that we ought to maintain an intcreft 
in the country, independent of the Nabob, by 
fupporting in powcc iuch men as have proved 
thcmfclves our friends : This will ferve as a 
balance againft bjm, ihould he entertain evil 
deftgna i^ainft us. 

Answer. 
3S. This has been already ipoken to, io a 
. detached Piece, by another faaod, utitled, A 
: Supplement, &c. 

■ ■ "■ -ag-we 
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39. Wc have now ^ven you a fair relation oC 
things, and, confctous <^ the goodncfs of our 
intentions, we cannot but flatter ourfclves, we fiiall 
meet with your approbation in th: pare we have 
taken. We fhall therefore conckide with the 
afllirance, that our endeavours fhall never be 
wanting to promote the honour and intcrefts of 
our cmplopcri, their fucceis being the objcft of 
our moft fervent wiflies. 

- We are, with the gre^ft refpeft. 
Honoured Sirs, 
Your moft faithful 

And dutiful Servants, 



Fort William, 
iith March, 1762. (Signed) 



Eyke Coote. 
P. Amyatt. 
John Caknac, 
W. Ellis. 
S. Batson. 
H. Verelst. 



39. We will clofe our remarks with one Re- 
flexion only. — If the matters and things here 
fct forth were fa£b, and eflential for the know- 
ledge of their employers, why were they fo long 
concealed from them ? And why has the whole 
of it fo much the appearance of pretences framed 
a priori, to extenuate a conduct and oppofitior, 
they have (at leaft five of them) fubfequentiy 
carried into aftion ? anJ/or which their /riendi, 
at this critical jiuiliure^ thought an apology abfo- 
hte^ necejfary ? 

J. Z. HOLWELL, 
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IMPORTANT FACTS 

regarding the 

East^Indja Company's Affairs 
in Bengal, 

From the Ypar 1752 to 1760. 

TiU TREATISE contaiot 

Afi «ad Stae of the C O M P A N Y's Rcvcnuea 

in that Settlement} 

WITH 

COflpS of feveral very interefting LETTERS: 

SHBWING PARTICVLAKLY, 

The Real Caujis which drew on the PREsiDEKcy of 
BENGAL tiie dreadful Catastrophe of the 
Year 1756; 

A »;» 

Viodicaiing the Cliar»£ler of Mr. HOLWELL from niuy 
fcandaloQi Arperfioni uojuAly thrown out agoinft him, in 
am anonymoui Paipphlet, pabUlbed March 6th( 17641 
jniitlcd, 

« H E F L E C T I O N S 

OK THE 

f*«ient State of pur East-Imdia Affairs,.*; 
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T O 

The PROPRIETORS 

O F 

EAST-INDIA STOCK, 

AND 

The PUBLIC 

^Tp H E anonymom Pamphlet, publiJhed Turf. 

J <3ay the 6th of March 1764, under the title 
of " RcfieEiiens on the prefcnt State of our Eaft- 
.** India Afifairs," be'mg plainly calculated to anfwcr 
the purpofe of a day only ^ it ftiould feem hardly 
worthy your notice : nor indeed fhould wc have 
thought it worth ours, did it not afford us a 
favourable opportunity of laying open fome macerial 
ioEtiy which we think claim your attention, and 
will deferve your thanks. 

The title<page of this Pamphlet fays it is wrote 
** By a GtmUman long refident in India i"„but 
furely no Gentleman could fall fo much below that 
character, as this anonymou; author does, in low 
perfonal abufe and fcurrility •, though the obvious 
venom of the heart that dictates through the whole, 
will defend againit its influence and intended im- 
prefiions. — We rather think, from the mixed ftyle, 
that this production \s the joint elforts of twefmaii 
gmufesi the «ff, pert, coxcomical, afFeifling wit 
and metaphcH' ; the ether^ of meagre, tlufky 
sfpe£t, ftauing forth with pompous dif^ion 1 found- 
ing epithets I long-winded, metaphorical bomb^! 
jind tedious declamations ! -'——From ihe Mints 
L, 3 com- 
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complexion of this Shakcfpcar's Caffius, wfiaf 
«ui flow, bu: envy, rancour, and bitterefi rtfitb- 
tions ? Whether thcfe things clubbed their geniufes, 
or transfufed each to other his fpiric for this 
paltry talk, is not very material ; — none but 
theft otjucb-Uke^ could furely be capable' of _^ci» 
a performance. 

Whatever may have been the Author's intention 
by the exordium, laboured progrefs, and concluiion 
of this anonymous Pamphlet, the whole of this 
unconnefled piece feems huddled together, more, 
particularly to introduce the perfonal attack in the 
centre ; againft this attack we Ihall chicBy raifc 
our batteries, — previoufly dcmolUhirg fome of 
their fcattercd oiu-works, (unfupported by eacH 
other) as they fall in our way, and intercept our 
march. 

The falfe and fcandalous lights which Anony- 
mous throws -on tlw motives that induced Co). 
Clivc*s fucceflbr to form Ibme change in the poli- 
tical ftate at Bengal, are fo fully confuted in that 
Gentleman's Addrds to you, that nothing more is 
wanted here, to enforce conviflion to honeft in>- 
partiality. The partial and malicious arc not to 
be convinced by fa£ts or , argument ; indeed it 
makes hot for their prefent purpofc to own it, tht^ 
they are : To thefe we do not write. Thefe are 
hardy enough to charge this Gentleman (page 37) 
with forming a fcheme to dcpofe Mbir Jaffier, iiv 
favour of Mhir Coffim, " almoft as loon as he 
" came to power ;" tiK>u[ih he has proved, beyond 
contradiftion, that he tupportecl Mhir Jaffier witb 
^irit and perfeverance, as long as there was a re- 
maining pofiibility of doing it, almoft to the ruin 
of your affairs ; fo tenacious was he of the treaty 
fubfifting between the Englifh and Mhir Jaifier, 
even though he had violated every article of it, in 
fffeit, by the fingle ftep of bringing the Dutck 
3 troops 
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troops into his dominions. This Gentleman hii 
alfo undeniably proved, that his views for the 
Company's benefic extended much higher than the 
fyftem of " Nahh cbangmg" which, he fair, could 
produce no Iblid and Jafting advantage, either 
to the Company or the Provinces. And he has 
likewifc demonftrated, that he had neither any hand 
in, nor intention, or with, to depofe Mhir Jaffior 
in favour of Mhir Coffim; but on the contrary, 
took every precaution, which his then fcanty power , 
gave him, tor the fecurity of the dignity, perfon, 
and property of the former, however little he 
dcferved it. 

The partizans of Mhir Jaffier have very ftudi- 
ouQy evaded owning the charge againft him, of 
bringing in the Dutch forces, forefceing that wpuld 
filcnce every attempt urged in juftiHcation of him i 
but here truth and confciencC for ottce ileps in 
between them and their machinations, and makes 
them unwarily give up the point, in the following 
words, page 30, " He was not unacquainted with 
*' the dcfigns of the Dutch, and would not have 
" been forry to have fecn an European force intro- 
" duced into his dominions, to prove a check on 
•' the power of thofe^ likely to become his matters 
" infteadof his allies. However, his dccpr;lpe£t 
** and awe of Colonel Clive, prevented his acting 
** openly upon this occafion." Here, let it fct 
alfo remarked^ that thefe partizdcls, in page 19, 
fct fonh, that *' This Nabob was fupported with 
" honoKr by his makers fo long as be continued in 
•* India." The battle of Plaflcy gave this man 
the Subafhip in June, 1757. InOitober, 1758, 
or thereabouts, he mu ft have planned his iniqui- 
tous fch«mc with the Dutch ; as about this tinne a 
fmall vellel was difpatched exprefs to Batavia, and 
pur armament for the ^^outhward was on its depar- 
ture. , That the Dutch would have meditated a 
L 4 ' fcheme 
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Scheme of this kind, widiout the eticeufagenKitt 
and ptrticipatron of the Suba, no <hk id his fenles 
can believe. Here we fee Urn man hardly eflablifbcd 
in hia goremnient, planning to dedroy and coun- 
termine tiat power which raifed him ; and this 
WthoUt any uadow of complaint a^nft us, fot 
he had been fupported vitb bottom: Hu bni^ only 
ecqaainted with the dcfigna of the Dutch, witbouc 
communicating thote dcQgns to us, his dUcs, was 
virtually a breach and violation of that whole 
treaty he had To Iblemnly entered into. That he 
did not a& opentf on this occafion, was owii^ only 
to his fears, and the deepeft treachery both to the 
Dutch and us. If tht Dutch had proved fuccdsful 
in the river, and <ni the plains of Bcderra, we 
flioukl foon have felt the em&s of his open condud, 
uid not an individual of the colony had elcapcd 
.daughter. Let it be remembered too, that by 
Colonel Clivc's orders, Coja Wazzeed (a man of 
family, chara^er, and rank) was taken ptifoner, 
.on his paflage from MooHhadabad to Chinfura, 
brought under a ftron^ guard to Fort William, 
imprilbned there, and died under his conSnement, 
So extraordinary, a ftep would want juftification, 
had nop the Colonel received the fuUeft proof and 
conviction, that thh-. man (though a pretended 
friend to the Englilh) was the negotiator with the 
Suba, on the part of the Dutch, in the treaty for 
bringing in their forces. In Hiort, let the whole of 
this tranfaftion be viewed in any light whatever, it 
would, if tfaefe partizans had a grain of modefty 
and candour among them, utterly filence every 
plea they have ui^cd in his defence, and pre- 
tended commi&ration for his misfortunes, thrown 
out at this period only to anfwer a poor unworthy 
purpofc. 

Page 3 1 of thia Pamj^let exhibits the foUowingG 

** The fuperiority of chii extraordinary, genius, 

« (Col. 
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•• (Col. Ciive) predominated fo far trrct that of the 
** Nabob, that when he quitted India, he left this 
** Prince in fuch 1 Itate of dependancc, aod the 
** affairs of the Englilh in fuch an exalted and 
<* poWerful fituation, that even the Kites and 
" Ovfls that foHowed, had it in their power, to 
« gorge tiiemfelves with that prey (M. J.) which 
** being beat down, was at die mercy of, though 
•* fpared by, this generous Eagle."- — Oh<' me- 
capnor ! how art thou tortured ! how art thou 
proftituted I Let us examine a little what mer^ 
-this poor friy foond, and how fpertd-, by this 
getiertta ^aglef It is confeffed, page 19, »' that 
** Mhtr Jaffier diftributed among his new allies 
** all the trtafarts. of -his predeceilbrt .and nx>rt- 
" gaged two of his rtcbeji provinces to them, for 
*• the payment of a fanher fum," BclKiCT " iarge 
" traSs of land to the Company %" the rents <^ 
which were drit paid by the Company to him, 
and fubfequently given to this gewrcus Eagk. 
Such wai che mercf he found, and thus was he 
[pared. 

It may be faid, this Eagle raifed the game, and 
had a right to beat H down as low as he pleafed. 
Suppofe it fo ; let us fee the confequences. 

Mhir Jaffier, thus ftripped, had better never 
been born, or at lead never raifed to this dignity} 
for having no treafures of his own, and but fmall 
prcfent refources from the revenues of his country, 
the foundation was here laid of all his future mif* 
fortunes. His fuppUes not being equal to tin 
fupport of his extravagancies, the pay of his 
troops, and other abfolL'tcly-necefTary calls of his 
government, and be finding himtclf incapable of 
retinquifhing or retrenching his licentious expenccs, 
hisaffairt felt into that ftate of ruin and confufion 
fo juftly painted by Mr. Holwell in his Addrefs. 
So that (to purfue this notable metaphor) you fee, 
after 

i;,.,r„-r^liyGt)l)^lc 
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after all, if the poor Kiies and Owls that followei! 
this generous Eagle had been an hungrcd, there 
was nothing left for ih^m to gorge, but the Sore 
tones of the prey. 

With regard to the'exalted and powerful fituarion 
of the Company's -affairs, as pompouQy recited in 
the foregoing quotation, the real fad llands thus : 
"When Col. Clive left Bengal, your Treafury was 
at a very low ebb, and further fupplies cut off, 
before he was well out of the river i but of this 
you have been fufHcicntly informed in the Addrc6 
above referred to. And as to "Col. CKvc's extra- 
** ordinary genius predominating fo far #bove that 
« of the Nabob's," we think Mhir JafEer's in- 
troduction of the Dutch forces affbrds no proof 
of it. 

Leaving the other parts of this Pamphlet to the 
plain and natural condufions and fentiments of the 
Public, we proceed, purfuant to our Title-page, 
in our promifed jultilication, from materials left 
with us by this Gentleman on his lad departure for 
India, and others tcanfmiltcd by him after his 
arrival there -, in the courfe of which many impor- 
tant circumiiances and fa<^s will occur, worthy 
your confideration, which will throw a new light 
on Ibme interefting periods in your afi^irs, and at 
the fame time manifefl and illuftrate the great and 
eminent fervices this Gentleman has rendered you^ 
Icrvices fo ftriking, that, though they never ob- 
tained common juftice or gratitude, from your 
Court of Dire6tors at home, yet gained, him thp 
public thanks of your Bengal Preiidcncy on your 
behalf, even after he was fupcrceded in the gover»- 
ment of your affairs. This Pamphlet is not the 
only inftancc of party rage-, whereby this Gentle- 
man has been bafely traduced, and by fome even 
of thole in your Direction, who had fet their hands 
to higher encomiums ua Mr. IJolwell's integrity 

and 
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and abilities,' tliafi had ever before been beftowed 
on any one in your fervicc, and without any the 
Icaft fliadow of caufe to impeach his conduit, or 
alter thefe favourable fcntiments of him. Mr. 
Hoiwell himfclf difdains a., reply to the feveral low 
attacks, made bymaliceandcnvyon his reputation: 
but on us* his friends, it is incumbent; and we 
hope hereby to atone for our negleft of not doing- 
it long ago, and own our obligation to this anony- 
mous writer, for giving us fo favourable an op- 
portunity. 

To clear up, and explain many paflagcs, touch- 
ing' men and things, we think it nccelTary to intro- 
duce our defence, with an account of the dilputes 
in Leadenhall'flrect, at the latter end of the year 
1757, ^^'^ beginnit^ of 1758 ; when this Gentle- 
man unhapjMly (for himfclf) became the objeft of 
contention between two parties in your .Court of 
Directors, and fell a facrifice to the perfeverance of 
his (and we may truly fay yovr) friei:ds. This juft 
detail was tben drawn up by one, minutely ac- 
quainted with the concealed, as well as eipen fprings 
of action at that period, in manner foUowi.ng : 

Narrative of the Domeftic Wars in Leadenhall- 
Strcct, from Oftobcr 1757, to the 20th of 
April, 1758. 

LIKE Homer, and other recorders of battles, 
we will begin with a lift of the combatants % 
it will fave fome trouble in the courfe of the en- 
gagement. 
Meflrs. Payne, Chairman. 

2 Burrow 7 V/eftern 

3 Jones Raymond 8 Jones 

4 John Raymond 9 Browne ■ 

5 Sir James Creed 10 Dorricn 

6 Saunders • - 11 Stevens 
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13 Manlliip 19 DuAejr 
Ij Hadley 20 SaVa^ 

14 Chambers 21 Tulbe 

15 Impcy 22 Gougii 
t6 SulliTan, Deputy 23 Pliippa 

17 Godfrey 24 Rous 

18 Plant 

Xt was not without much previous debate, htat, 
tod animofity, that the above Gentlemen came 
unanunouQjr into a fcheme for the government <^ 
Bengal, by a rotation of four, to wit, Meflrs. 
Watts, Manningham, Becher, and Holwell. The 
plan waa defined as a temporary expedient Only, 
until further advices from Calcutta 1 the Haidwici. 
carried out thefe determinations, fisned by the . 
whole court, under date the nth of November, 
1757, and harmony feemed again to be elUblillied* 
A general reform of the fettlemc'nt of Fort Wi}* 
liam was next taken into confideration, planned 
and adjufkd ac various meetings, confifting only 
of the two chain, Mr. Holwell and the Secretary. 
During chefe operations, Difcord again tx^an to 
ewrt . her influence ; and entering the breafts of 
Che Bombay faction, who Ihe knew were ripe 
for her puipofe, urged them to move and infift 
that another Gentleman fhould be appcnnted to 
fucceed to the rotation of four, in cafe of death ch: 
abfence. The Bombay faftion, confiding of the 
Deputy Chur, and the eight immediately follow- 
ing him on the above lift, (aAing under their 
General L — w) carried their point in the Committee 
of Correfpondencc, by i majority of 6 to 3, Str 
James Creed and Governor Saunders being ablcnt. 
The next Court-day Mr. Payne brought the affair 
before a full court, where the refolution of the 
Correfpondence was over-ruled by a majority of 
15 to 9, as being not only contrary to the deter- 
minations 
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minations onanimoufly figned to by the Hardwick,' 
but alfo to the very principle and motives, which 
urged thoib determinations. From this hour Peace 
took her flight from Lcadenhall-ftrcet, Civil War 
took place, and Difcord reigned with uninterrupKd 
fway. 

This defeat of the minoiity was far frtnn dis- 
couraging them. They now, under the aufpices of 
their General, (who was mod a&ive behind the 
cunain) planned a ftroke at the rotation idelf, 
which they intended to cxecurc at the next Quar- 
terly General Court j but advices of the revolu- 
tion in favour of Jaffier Aly Cawn arriving about " 
this time, g^ve them a plaufible opportunity to 
attempt abolifhing the rotation in the Court of 
Direftors, without waiting for the Quarterly Gene- 
ral Court. Accordingly, when the Court of Di- 
redors met to confer on the advices they had re- 
ceived of the revolution, and unanimoufly deter- 
mined to make a compliment of the government 
of Bengal to Col. Clive during his refidence in 
India, the Bombay faflion moved, " that the 
" imponant change in their affairs at Bengal, made 
" the expedient of the rotation no longer needful, 
** but that Mr. Watts fliould be appointed t» 
•* facceed the Colonel." 

The majority of 15 (as they ftand prior on the 
lift) urged on the contrary, " that as the change 
regarded the fituation of dieir affairs only, without 
any fu/ficient proofs tranfmitted to them, that gave 
any more favourable impreflion of individuals in 
their fcrvice, they judged it premature to mako 
as yet any further alterations in the govern- 
ment of Bengal, th^ fame caufes (till fu^fifting 
which firft urged the expedient of the rotation." 

This difference of views and frntiments occafioned 

debates to run to the moft violent heights, in the 

courfe of which the minority loft all regard to 

decency 
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Recency an^ manners ; to put a ftop to which (h(r 
Chairman put ,tlie queftion, " Whether CoL Clivc 
** ihould be appointed to the government of Bengal, 
•• and tlie rotation of four take place on his ab- 
*• fence, as before appointed ?" On tliis, fredi 
feuds arofc ; the Bombay faftion infilling that the 
queftion (hQiild be divided. ■ This wasoppofcd by 
the Chairnjan, and brought on the previousqueftion, 
which being put, it was carried againft a divifion 
of the queftion 15 to 9. On this the minority no 
longer obferved any nicafures ; Meflrs. Sullivan, 
Godfrey, Phipps, and Plant, quitted the Court, 
and the reft of the fa-ftion refufed to ballot. 
, The majority, however, proceeded to bufinels, 
and unanimoufly appointed.thc Colonel to the go- 
vernment, and die rotation to take place on his 
abfcncc. The general letter containing this refo- 
lution, and the other general reform of ;the fettlcr 
ment, was figncd the eighth of March, by the 15 
Qnly, the minority refufing to lign. 

The faftion, not a whit difmayed, at thefe re- 
peated defeats, " but, like Aqteus, gathering 
V ftrength from blows," had ;iow recourie to their 
expedient of the Quarterly General Court, and 
began to beat up for volunteers amongft the Pro- 
prietors. Their General took up his rcfidence, in. 
3 manner, for many days in the city, and went 
about begging fingle votes, in which he was moft 
induftrioufly followed by his Mirniidons [ whilft 
the majority of 15, confcious of the propriety and 
integrity of their own conduift, made it a point not 
to fpeak to a Proprietor on thp fubjcft : A maxim . 
(in politics) founded on a falfc principle i for 
when a body of men in power are confcious of 
the reftitude of their intentions, in any meafure 
adopted for the good of the community, it is 
incumbent on them to fecure that meafure by every 
means polUbJe. This error in judgment of th? 
majority. 
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iDftjority, gave the greateil: advantage to the iiiino< 
my. The majority likewUe relied in a falfe fecu- 
rity, that a Quarterly General Court, which was 
not fummoned on fpccial atTairs, could not go into 
any matters, but what were regularly brought 
brfore them and fpecified in their liimmons, the 
lame having no precedent, and being contrary to 
all propriety, as well as the eftabliflied laws of the 
Court ; in which, however, they found themfelvcs 
miftaken. ThiYs the minority came to the Qiiar- 
terly Court fully prepared, and with their united 
force ; whilft the majority came totally unprepared, 
and without any force at all. 

Here it is neceffary to recite a circumftance, 
which greatly favoured this attempt of the mino- 
rity. l"be rotation was as little reliflicd by mc 
bulk of the Proprietors, without knowing why, or 
whCTcforc, aa by themfclves : It was (as before 
hinted) with much difficulty that the Bombay 
faftion were brought to aflent to it at firft, and they 
were now determined to abolifh it, though, with 
It, they abolifhed the power, and every effeflual 
authority of a Court of Directors. 

The indefatigable aftivity of the minority, and 
inaftivity of the majority, produced each their ade- 
quate eiftSs at the Quarterly Court. The ufual 
buJlnefs and forms over, Mr. Law began the attack 
by an inveAive againlt the rotation, as being a 
ftrange, motley, many-headed monfter, in which 
he was fecorided by Mr. Phipps, fupported by Mr. 
P. Godfrey, in a written (pccch, which he dcfired 
permiffipn to read. 

The Chairman, in a fhort, but ftrong fpecch, 
ui^ed ** The irregularity of the Qiiarterly Court's 
** entering into fpecial affairs, for which they were 
** not fummoned ; and that a procedure of this 
'* kifid mult have fatal confequences, and end in 
" the utter fubverfion of the government of the 
"'Company*! 



ogle 



[ ■& ] 

•• Company's affairs ; that the Court of Direfton, 
** not fufpefting fuch unprecedented attempts, were 
** not prepared to lay before the Court tM rrsfons 
•• which moved them to adopt the expedient Bow 
•* otgefted to. That the Proprietors had a righf 
** to demand a General Court, which he was ready 
** ta fummon on the Ihorteft warning, and that 
" fuch their reafons (hould then 'be fubmittcd to 
•* thdr confideration." 

When the Chairman had ended his fpeech, Mr. 
Alexander Hume took up the iame fide of the 
queftion, and moved to adjourn ; in which he was 
feconded by Sir Alexander Grant and a few others, 
and the queftion for a<^ournmenc being put, it was 
carried in the negative almoft unanimoitfly, but 
wkh unheard of clamour and indecency. They 
then proceeded, in the fame temper, to demand 
the queftions (hould be put, " Whether the rota- 
»* tion of four fliould be aboRthed, and the govem- 
** ment of Bengal be cMidufted by a fingle Gowcr- 
** nor and Council as heretofore ?" And both 
queftions were in tike manner carried in the affir- 
niative, Mr. Law and the Court declaring, it was 
not their intention to interfere in the appomtmcnt 
of fuch Governor and Council, which they left 
intircly to the choice of the Court of Dire&ors v 
and with this gracious indulgence the Quarterly 
Court broke up : and the minority, as they thought, 
gained a compleat triumph. 

Thus a meafure adopted and aflented to M the 
beginning by the whole Court of Dire£birs, and 
fubfcquently fupported and confirmed by a majo-. 
rity of fifteen, became condemned and aboliftied, 
from the minds of the Proprietors being poifoned 
by every artful Infinuation againft it, without ont^ 
hearing a fir^le reafon or plea in its defence. 

The minority, notwithftanding their triumph at 
the Quarterly Couit, apprehenfive they Jhould gwn 

little 



Ki^:l^.ir^ i^inlft die m^oritjF of t&e Court' of 
DiBcfiofs wcK.flgainft them, began to work with 
other to6Ii4 md.«greed tffhnke my concefiion to 
Mr. fayde aad his friends, provided they would 
rdibquiih the fing^ point of Mr. HolweU's hftving 
ft-fliare la the goverament of Bengal : . It was .pro-. 
pofed that be flnuld have rank next to Mr. Bccher, 
wkh-tbe ChiefOiip of Coinmbazar ; be one of the 
Seled CMunktee, and have anf emolumeati ap- 
pointed f^rhinii that himfelf or fiicnds would 
4t£titi or if the^ nere not accepuble,> that he 
Ihauld be.ftut co Bombay to fucceed Mr. Bonfi- 
ctuai or be appointed Deputy-govmior of Fori 
Si. David, and. to fucceed next to Mr. Orme, yiho 
was opporaord to fucceed Mr. F^^ot. 

Thefe'alKm^ires' were at dtfierent times tntf- 
mated oo.Mr. Payne and the Majority, (the firft 
bdbre the ronuon waa fixed, the o^ers after it was 
aboliflwd) who were ftedfaft in this reply, >■ That 
•• hawevvr Mr. HolweU's fervJces and fuf&riogs 
** mcriird the txxice of the CompiUiy, the real 
** intereft of their affairs waa their om obj^ and 
** not Mr. HolweU's emolumeots : That fats *bili- 
*■ ci0s would be of more ufe to the; Company at 
** Bei^ than dfewhcre ) -and that the exigencies 
** oi their affiiin reouircd' hii h«vii^ a flure in 
** the goKenmentot them." .... 1 

The Majority of fifteen thinking them&ives rooft 
injurioufly i;Feattdby,tbeMinori;yi and proceedin^a 
of the quarterly «DcraI CcHirt, were loud in their 
tt&aaaesMi and naving refolvcd on a plan &r thdr 
ftttute- condad, the Cb^man fiunmoned a full 
Coulxfotxhtf appDtnuncntof afveeefibrto CSlQnel 
Clivr, 9> Hicet on the a3d^cf'March.; Themtno^ 
ricy, in tfaftniaUi^kiMV- worcaiTiduoui soitake off a 
(o&tiiDUf MMnbcr-:of-«bc'~'Majarity-,ifattditfacKigfat 
jhcyihadfutcaeded.i--: -.1 i .; - 

■. .... ;.,.. -.■;:,.;.r.:i^ M:.-^..- '.^ :■:..- ^ fc 
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- Irk n«t jfiffictile ta^^Mcetvia in ii^Kai.^mpct dtm 
Cdtttt^nec. Ai fyob ju the Cliai;^an.lnul;(^aw(i 
the caaic of thdr (ncenng, tbrinaiia vf dMlr^iaw 
i^antsar Bengal bsc^nethe fulqeft-xif dBiKpel and 
much ekcrcation enfued, oot^fvolqh t-ecUii^. Mr. 
Peter Xjodfrey ^uaredy that cheir ^mlnts ftouM 
be balUiKii fof According ta their rahhs in diC iint 
vioe>"b^fimag with Mr. Watfs^ inwfalcbir-vai 
fe{»)itd8ci by Mr. ^livan, an<l ibmeiidvci af-the 
MinCK-ity. TMa motion was oppbfedi t^ Mq 
Robert Jonrs, qr Mr. Jones Rajrinaiid, ^wUdimm 
eMaat recoUeft) who .moved. diat-Mr. HsOxdl 
fhould be firft ^'^to^ ^i*. Bodf modoBS baitt 
i«eandcd; btouahcaa the prsvioiu quoftl^, wiiia 
was carried in.Hvonr'Df tne laft motion. -Afctidh 
iftgty (hey pMcedded to J(hs batioc, and- Mr. Hol- 
^c41 «aj CKfted to fucdecd Cpbiiel Clivs In tfat 
gtovehiRienc of Bengal, £Acea «a niac;' - ; 

'• This ptjvcd i ttiuiKkrbiik in thv Minbrk^ 
wIvt'Row found tjiac ttietrvtoUadcs Iiad''promaledi 
In Jt trigher-degrec, thevery nuut di^ baa fi> much 
iatoufed w dcbale. : The Dtpaty Chiirdian, wittk 
the ttk of the Minonry, made a motion ii iS th^ 
. inteiMikd to quit cbc^Coorc^ btx the former bang 
fequefted by' the Chbitttigiito: hfpaid hit t«$)iuuon 
and ^idgm^y peoduccj)- xl]e ibllcmiiig lettci^ 
which Mr. Holwell had tent into Coon -Cff^im. '' 

To X«Hw.PAir(j*,-Efii. Cfeatpmw, ;■ 

* Sir, " I ; ■ . : -r. - ■..:: ijn^J^aictv 171?. 
5* O OMn .of. in^:&ienils flatty afeff, that tto 
f* ij appolotOMBt-pf ttfacCTfiJK^qa CtJooel CtivJ 
'^ in tb^ JSoyimiitKnt: if, BatpAf ^cmf .prqMilf 
i^faU :on'.tn]rftlfi.£ho«tU c^faeiihscaftj 1 itm 
}«,^iaketbr.iJi|?^rr)^-i«.reitueft»>yaiirmU jAoaSc W 
" prefenc the inclosed Addrefs ta tbc HDOQUnfUc 
7i the Court of UiK&ori/. Should the information 

"of 
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*f «f my &»nf|? pw?ve growidlefc^ ihe inclofi)^ 
f' thco bfcome^ ijnfifriiiutif and ufirlcis ^ aifd as 
"iych I beg ihp fav<;ttif yop.wiU^retgrn it to, $ir, 

?V tke Hmaarthie th C«r/ ^ Dirailen, ^a 

'* May it pleafc yoyr flonours, 
« T TNDEI^5TANDING this day ia 5PP0imc4 

\^) for tU^ ck£tioo of a Prelidenc antl Oovcr- - 
norgf Bfngr)lf in TiKceffion to Colonel Clive, and 
Ijefirpiog frofo the inforruacion of my fricnflsi there 
h a probability your choice may fall upon myielf i 
-that Axfuiy zeal £3r ^|ie Company's intercft, wbich 
itas-evAT been itie guide of my anions and fentj- 
ineptf, finfx I Jiad tbe lionour of your fervice, noyr 
Ufges [^ GQ ad4refs you with that humble freedo^n* 
wHi^b my duty di<£Ute-s *^ ^^bis critical cgnjUQ&urP 
^f youF ^airs in that pan of tbc world. 

»' D^iripg the heaviefr weight of my misfortunas 
and diftrefies, ] had yet comfort in the rcflei^iDii 
fif haying done my duty in the trufts repofed in 
me, but more fo, that tny conduA was honoured 
-with riie repeated approbation and fiin^tion of your 
Hononrable Court. 

■ ** In the execution of truft, it has ever been an 
inviolable maxirn with me, that private interelt 
QlQuld ever give way to the public vuHty -, a maidm 
J [>ave often l^alcd to, in your fcrvice, though X9 
my awn coft i a maxim which now leads me, conr 
Vary to my own private weal, to prevent, if poflif 
ble, your taking any tneafiire which may, in i(S 
C0lt^equcnce^ deprive you of one of the mo(V valtjr 
able fcrvant^ you have abroad. 

". Ifi she coaiffc of youf affairs, although I havf 
^bffiftiftiefr^i^efed in opinipa from Mr. Manning- 
hiff^j rjKt], .1^^ ever bad the )figbe{t ppinion of 
. . Ma that 
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That Eetitleman's integJity and abtlitJn, and havfe 
noc railed doing honour to both on every occafion ; 
for the truth of which I can appeal to fome gende- 
/nen who conftitute your Honourable Court, -fln<S 
tomany others, who were lately members of it. 

" Permit mc. Gentlemen, to reprefcnt to you, 
that a fervant of Mr. Mantiinghani*8 duratler ^nd 
capacity is not every day to be met with, nor can 
Jbe parted with at this period, without a certain 
injury to youraiftirs: A difregard of hismttits, 
~«dn, in all likelihood, determine his return k> 
Europe i the contrary will as probably determine 
his (lay ; and may not only lay a foundadon for 
harmony at homr, but for fuccefa abroad. 

" Thcfc confidcrations, and theft only, move 
me humbly to requcft, that ffiould the voice of 
your Honourable Court be in my behalf, I may 
then be permitted, with thanks and gratitude, and 
without oflbnce, to decline the honour you iittaid 
me, in&vour of Mr. Manningham, under whoiA 
I am moft ready and willing to fcrve the Honour- 
able Company, as long ai his reGdence in fndui 
may be confillent with his health or inclinaticm. 
I am. May it pleaie yout Honours, Sec 
March 13, 1758. J- ^* "• 

When Mr. Holwell's Letter was read, the MJ- 
nority attempted to look wife, ftiook their head^ 
and declared ihey woulct ballot no more. The 
Chairman put the queflion, *' Whether the Court 
** Ihonld proceed to a new ballot in confequcncc 
**■ of Mr. Holwell's letter ? ** which being agreed 
to, without a ballot, they proceeded, and Mr. 
Manningham was clefted to rticceed Colonel Clivr, 
by fourteen only, one of the fifteen having -dux>wn 
in a negative. The fifteen then ballored for s 
fucccflbF' to Mr. Manningham^ -wlwD-Mr.- fltdweE 

was 
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vu tuwimnouflr ckifen ; at^ Mr. 'Bflcher tA <m-, 
ceed him : And Itcfe the Court flopped. 

From the whde tenor of the proceedings of the 
Minority, itjnuft appear to. an impartial eye, that 
they were actuated by pride, violence, perfona) 
caane^tions, and perianal rcfeotmems, and by 
thdr condud ftruck -at the very prine^e ana 
jbundaiion of all govenunent i hence thtfy acquired 
the.d^ of ** the Fadtaa,". (a circumftance we 
ibooghc necefliuT to explwt, Ml ve Ihould be 
tlwug^ to have beftowcd k on them in thit^ our 
■arntive only.) They feemed to think they had 
a righto overrule the ibitiments and refolves of 4 
majority of near two to one againfl thetn i or fail- 
ing hercv to throw the affairs of the -commtuixy 
they had in truft, into tltt utnK^ confufioo aixl 
dimcoltiesi and tbii it a ame, when difpatch^ 
hamMiy» ' asd UDaoinwy, were cflential to thq 
well-being (we may fay, the very being> of tht) 
Company : and when examples of this kind were 
fo oeceliTary at home, to influtnce the fame faltrtary 
conduct 'iir their fcrvsnts abraad, which they 
themfelves had, in their letter by the Hiirdwick, 
incukated and commanded in the moft lively and 
enforcing terms that langu^e could di^te. The 
Minority, in confctjiierKie of their late defeat, had 
ferrra] private meetings with their General, where 
it was rcfolved, as their lalt relburce, to form a 
Proprietors lift of DJre^ors for the cnftjing year, 
ii) oppofitiop to the Houfe lifl. Confiftent with 
this rcfolution, the Deputy Chair and the Mino- 
rity agreed, that they would not meet the Court, 
nor sfCft at forming the Hmife lift as ufual. The 
M^odty, oa this mrnage,- met immediately, 
formed iheir lifl, and had it publiflied a day before 
the Proprietors lifl came out, 

Had the Majority continued the fame vigilance 

in Securing the ekftiun of their Ufl, th^y. cppld not 
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hVtt Mlod HR^ting it i bat here tK^ oonriBosd at 
the fame elTor, and faJfe pmAilio of .hohdur^ 
»hkh had occationed thcir^dmst '« riio Qamerly 
Gederal Court ; until rouzed b^ ihe-adtivity both 
fiubllc tm) private of the Minority, they tkougho 
ft nctMHary to cwrt thco^lvei, kbcn .it wis too 
hte. Had they begun tvKnty'ibUr hours fooonv 
Jhry Wduld Save carried their whole lift,, and thtf 
Minority, to i man, ind. qditcod dia 'ditfeftiooj 
The Utt dcfrat lh«y matiyed waj oh- tiK ajd-«tf 
Mttrch, ftaiti which tin}e ttlej' had labouredt withMB 
^«dif(g. The tltf^ion wat to come on the $tfa. ofi 
Af)^), and it was the fecond* before tho M^orky 
sttcIrtptoJ to fclicit a fmgk vote. ' . i 

Mr, Holwetl arrived toe ad of Aprit at Pbrtf-' 
hitrtith, whBr$ herec«iuiid che rcfult ofcbe'GbicT^ 
CtMin, ffhich did not breik up until two in tho 
fliorniftg of the 6th, whcAvhs foUowing G aidn nc o 
vtete <icGl4r«d duly elc6h:d,: . ; » 

Mefih'. W, BarwcU*, . John Manthip, 
H. C. Bouiton*, N.Newnhani», 

tohoBoyd, ■ H.. Plant.*., 

I John Brown, _ ^. Phipps*, ... 

Chr. Burrow*, '. F. Pigou, . . 

. Sir Janjes Creed, , Jolin Raymond, 

. Charles Cutis *^ .Giles Rook, ' 

Roger Dsalte, Deputy', J. Kous*, 
John Dorricn, . . H. Savage, 

■ George Dudley, G. Stevens, 

H: Hadlty, I,. Sullivan, Chairman *, 

John Hatiiibn, X. Tullic*. ■ 

By tlic election of this lift, the late Minoritf 
gained a fure Mi^jority, both in the Coiirt and in 
t^c Committee of Correfpondenoe, the membcnof 
which are mnrkcci • : They loft no tittte in ezerd^ 
i*»g thfir new acquir«l power, in a rrianner quite 
conrifteht'iiTitfi ckeir fenner violence: Thanes 

the 
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^•6Ai->f(hf$i:a&m }^ii£^ tUtr Cbftirftuui aad 
T^pialtftjmi ft^poi^t^tg ^hej.fcTcral Coromittees 
CajHMi ,'jflyH)^. inoi'ffd, thtR.an ^expre^ Ibooid be 
itfnac4'tfAf]y-^i:^aKhcd Co Ponfmouclv ta Hop, the 
WwroR an4; LoOtloQ, uiKil,fiinh«r ordors. ' Thi^ 
tfVi &tcfiUiiviCl)i op^fed by Mr. Drake and others i 
bu<^a6Wtpiffiv».carFied, on a balloc, in cheaffir- 
iqadye^ i^attata-.to ei^t't upon which tha. fol- 
loifriflg {gf)nik4iei}.erKered a ftrpng pFoteft on behalf 
«f ttir^QQflTp^l1yf againft the ii^uftous detention- of 
tbek fbtp^ ip-lace .ir>, the-. Ie^f^n> and wh«a oon- 
voy £or t^qi:,^re.^rocu:wd:wi(ji fo muc^, diffi>- 
culty, viz. ... ... .J 

Mcflrs. Drake,. . John Raymond, . ,. 

Botrtw, H'acft^yv^ ■■ ■ " . 

. I . KeWn^ariY, fionto', ■ ■ -■, :-•'"' 

■Btowri, ^trt^s-. ' ■ - "' 

TheTe Gbntkifackr \tould hate Ueh ]ofn«d:tt^ Stir 
}tmx*Cned and Mr. Masffaip ^ bn ilHQ Qite Wift 
confined tiy the goat^ and Mi'j Manfti^j^HineRlB^ 

dead in his houfe. The-djtprdV reteatttjtort& 
mouth the 7th, in the morfvijig, juft a^ tknWiUren 
and Jjomioo.vmc goin^to./^, uodttf eaoiiij^ of 
the Eagle tnan of war, and Bonccta iloopl ' >k was 
pretty obvious that Mr. Holwfcft needitlTDitf 4ny 
veff greai bxtCi^^ to jlre^t^ what wouUixallftw, 
with rcfpcfl to hitnfclf, expefting iho uWiofteficil 
of united malice ami power. ! ■ .' .■''[ 

The rerolutiori of der^nin|?Ac AipH bttn^^r- 
ricd, the Chairrtad prQ(>a£lcl pidkeodingr'JmiMdi- 
ately to bufinefs; this vja& oppofrJ' ^d«6b^Mled 
fo by llfcUVs'. ^rake and NiWnHaln, Uiu}. nl^, 
tftit ^'flldy cotild.not pisffil:^ bo fupfAircal/ac- 
quainted with tlib g;rounds, vfeich ktd a£[;afllfed 
the divifion betjiv^Tn the hKi.Coun: ofiiUreAdrs, 
they infiflcd oti italbnable tipio b^iAgi -^iiSn -Mkm 
fD conftdv the lubjeift. This rcqucft was, after 
M 4 very 
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vrry High dc^Mtf, granted^ aiwl Ac t idi apjBtoiiWiid fOt 
caking into connderai^n the Bengal diwa«:)ws by 
the Warren and London. Accordii^y, iitse ft* 
many Csfars, they came, they faw, they 'con- 
quered : For the Chairman, as Toon «i they were 
met, produced a (hoft genera) letter, which h» had 
already prepared for thepurpoTe, conliftkigof'foiir 
or five paragraphs only : ' High oppoTitiErn arofe to 
this letter from the eight proteftors, but it iviiiled 
^little, for the whole received thefaft&ion of tha 
fourteen, and paiTed into a law, and -arrtTed at 
Portfmottth the 12th of April. Tbc' purpOTC of 
this general letter take as follows. 

« That baybg maturely weired and confidered 
the conduct and merit of individuals, they anmil 
and make void every .appointment hv the Hard- 
wick's letter of the 1 ith November, with thofe by 
t£ife Warren and IJondon, of the 8th and Z3d of 
March; (Cokmcl Clive excepted) and do now ctm- 
ftitute and appoint the cftablilhmcnE bf tbcir Ptcfic 
dency <tf Calcutta. To wit, 
::'Oofenel'CItve, Prefident and Governor, 
I William Watts, £fq. ad, and to ftxcetdCokv. 

- iciqiive^ 

' Mt^'Kilpatrick, 3d. 

■ Charte Mannii^ham, Efq, 4tfa, a|id to fucceed 
; .:\Mr. Watts, 

Mr. R. Bechcr, . f;th,1 
. Mr. P.: R. Peailtes, .. 6th, 

Mr. William FrankUnd* yih, 
: Mr. M. CoIIcr, - 8th, 

l^n J. Z. Holwell, 9th, 

- Mp. Williain Mackec^ : loth. 



Mitf Peter Amyatt; 
>Mh Tfadmas Boddam, 
'&(lr..iRJcfi^ Courts 



Jitb, 
12th, 



Each to rife and 
fucceed in turn, 



i« They 
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' "HifT^ Ukewile Rvolw and aiinul all'and cvoy 
liiMtim to Chieffliips, Pofts, &c. in dinr lec- 
iier of the 8th of Mirch, ieanng fuch ippoinanent& 
ID the Botrd } with this ctution, that capable and- 
futhfi^fefranu be ient to Cofiunbuzir, ocft koomr 
and moft agTce«bte to the Nabob. 

*f They appoint die Seka Commince ttr ooofift 
of Mefln. clive, Watts, Manningham, Becheri 
and Major Kilpatrick for the time being. Vacao- 
ciei in ti^s Committeeto be filled up b^ the Prefi-^ 
dent and Membere. They alio adrile that dxr 
SecrtK Gonmioee at home, codifts of Meffn. 
Sullivaa; Drake; Borroir, Newnham. and Plant, 
any thiteof wh(^areaqiiomm. > . 

Signed, 

Sullivan, Boulton, Tullie, 

Curti, Dudley, Plant. 

Harrilbn, Phipps, Rooke, ' 

Boyd, Pigou, BarwtlL 

Rous, ' Savage, ' 

/ft fi. The ocb^ t«i re^ed to fign. - . - 

Reflections. 

The Odond, in - all pmbatHlity, hav or U near 
vpofi leaving India j Mefih« Watts, ManninghanW 
and fieeher, by the rcftitunoQ of -private propeny,' 
and their other- late extraordinary acquifitions, 
tfill, k ii hfcriy, foon follow him ; in which calit 
li is worth remarking, where the fucceOion takes 
|»laee, t^ ifae foii^oing deftioation ) and we leave * 
K «> the wortd to lorm natural and obvious con- 
cloikiM therefiDm. 

With relied to Mr. Holwell, we cannot help 
cbfenring, that ihe Majority of the pre^t Court 
have noc pielerved even that malk of equity, which 
ibef pretended was the rule- of their anions : They 
have givtn every writer that rcmaiped with him ia 

the 
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lib tifns.in:rrc9iftpefe^D£.bit:psiii9'imirK0iaDdr^'! 
leriigftr..:J^is.:perlcTitraBfc?'':wBk. (ttnif- wtnit -to 
^ars^-Aaif.hv leffcniigt -enHxiMlf ^ipiinftfirkk 
woBntc&iis^ibMaQiafi'' tod fivabit .dm^uin^ 
fbfmaUv in place-fif fwMchitlta^'^veOT^p^Diiittiin 
tf ito poft a*d emdli^toMts they . twd t^ft; «p- 
poi*tcd ^nn'to. . i " ' ■ . J .. 

TtofraOt p BOc <io iiJ iig:i>f-:«tejprcfefib!tftyMl<yj in 

piivate refemtneiUi;': n^a a g^Ynt aJMobf' in-thb 
ci^.» .4nd<alarflani ttinitJkftr. fManda.wOngift the 
I*rcftfeta»;,Bnd:wln*f[tJiNn-,ofbrr idKlagMt btf' 
came public, that noo;«BljE Mrv, Hoh^K wii fet 
afidc, but Mr. ManningHam alfo, and that the late 
Majori;yT<h«i rcrolved..tQ-dciBand a gcncFal Court, 
the cl^ouf fiill cncrb^rw'a "^ the odicr encf ^f the 
town, i3 vfuR as in thb c'l^y^ , ' j 

Thtphraie of " gratifying' private' retentnwnts,'* 
camebnginally from th^Mimury ; upori i&e ippli- 

cattODStH Meffrs. S— i--n and B n," for "other 

otHivoy, wM^lV ^^ H^'i&'-fb^ ftnWtim^ £.ord 
Anion telling them, that " in place of labouring 
«* for the intereft df thi Cbrti^afty and the Nation, 
•* ihrir 4>lc aifrx fa6abdj4» \M- the ^Bd^9.-iffieir 
^ ^^nix refeotmeHfs,^ dift^fSn^ his 'Mljfftj^'* 
*' iepvwQ, aRietipE}rDibag.rh,ctr:C(Nkftit*epvattifte'; 
. Hpv t^cfe iMcftim iooAi .iol LicadenlulHfcfffee 
awft>ffe£t the iniblia^Did ot ti\pi fttrtipeny. Had 
in (liefn .tbr NstKm^.vt buc tdo' abriobir ' Xhtf 
^ufe-authorityt of.ai.Cakin of Dire^isvrta^hkt^ 
n»eftuiMti(in) ew tlwir.,nrden< and hlfiilwtBHist. fa# 
the government of their affairsi aH. i^tknftots 
^^Mladt- will be Mow; lltfile to fac culvtfflifl' And 
eootf^iiled by.e^hry'quirerrl/.Gehieial'Cp^CH drtti 
ltitl< i^l« aontequnKtc is^. that- bo Goatkman' of 
indcpt^ndenc fortaac^ wbnli.aad cbaNebefy: wdk 
Qv0r, cti:theic xemsi-xcts^ vt&et in ifatiBiotflianB 
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ITU T xvmt uif rtmai'kifaltfy -bow gimr- Aar 
nfatntdanix between dietraDfaaifanof tb6fc'd«e%' 
and ibe fovfeht is : tha rofteftionk m itbs (tlfl&i of> 
dK-for^mng nanarire firioi% theaac^ is ipnU a» 
tbe other, prevcthecompttBr^ita mcrfl jadknus' 
}lnifiliet, fordtelliiig that -vbi gDMnrineot of y6up 
Ceitfi of DircAnv wotiM be broiight to ■ vovght' 
by thcicowh feli^iMCfefUtl aAd iht^ine bcrabi « 
pKdt3aaaftio^ .preccy well acc^mpliflicd. W^aP 
then cancnfipB, .4011 the laoft aktmuuf coninfioiriK' 
yow a^'f? f : 'Jfot tD rdbme div uit^efij ' Y-oV 
her«i fee thcaofi: .vilfortunBte' o£ .jtonr lennntv 
faflni the terificc of party facyt ami yau .utiH 
difo fee 11107 lib the: feqizi ^xsrieeutcd^ fhaithmfcd,' 
and fu|mcBdcd'in ttnn.rai^theyiheiii alkittcfHngi^ 
. by everyfbllowiog dtCpatch;. am) aUfrom cbe^imcf 
rancorous cailfe,. as -vta fMiaake AMois, iiAieit 
wchavs dens 'With, the- fMophla btnore ms^ w 
which we nawTcmnL \ 

tn page 57J :arr.the fbttowx^-paiiagesi **' After 
" The depanine of CdIomcI dira,^ the d^acyshae 
'.* be had uftd towanb ikinx: (the KibobJ *a» 
** intirely thrown ^Gde. ■Hiaifiioee!ffi>r in tin go^ 
** wmmentk who hid \eam jmBJiiaitT^ atfinaktial 
** in imtgitig dawn Sm-''M^ab: Jirmio, .and cmfaH 
"■ axentfyt imvai^m*^ *^Jb^.rwiluti*rt m.Bh^lti 
** had acritfqct at hi^digtaty, w nrtra ty xotbdumn-^ 
** tionj^hifi cmt^titXKna^ and iniicly chrq^gb■tbc 
** accident of a number of his feniors goin^hniM 
** at tfaia.Ikiihe' ia di%dfl;^ Adnjr bleft with a 
*^ geirim^: obdnrnnonly^fintik nit ex^cditmribr 
** raifii^ mme^ and further uneloggBl by ihi>fe' 
** 6Uy aoeidns-of ptaifHiiO) whkh. oftca Aimd'-'M 
H the waybetvoxt. kxtie pec^le and fbctdac,jh6' 
** had projei^d.and puctin fm/Scice kvet^.ri^aiof 
^ titouptweii ba%^\ai4t^^Oatt^ thid- dtafter 
•' fcjheoie, 



** fcheniei dwugh fonDcd- timoA as-JMa as he 
** came to power, time did noc allow him the 
■^ lioaenr or executing.'* Again - page 39* " Ic 
•* nuill here again be acknowVedsnJ, that . the: 
■* Gendemen in die diraflion Diowcdfo htde incen- 
*P tton, that the accidental goveroor (hould have. 
** CTcr come to that noftt mac tbey mno remevtd 
«* bim 4s be tht fnattb in comaL Being endued' 
■* however with a very high deg^ of irhac» in- 
** iamcy is called! addre&, enforced br a great 
9 ftiare of plaufibHity in ar g Titnent, ^c foond thefe 
** tateno of fingular ufe to him cm Jihia /occafion. 
*^ His^TMd plan being nov almoft.ripc for ezecu- 
V -tion» ■ OHild'noc be concealed flan bis fucoeffiir : 
** be wavered bmc days about tontinuing in the 
*f ftrvin of hit tnaftcn tn that iq^imiid rank.** 
Again, lower down in thciame pago and page 40. 
^ Bet iki' does <noc redound much tfr the hoaour^of- 
**■ Aia iegrakd M-arHtKi- nor plead: flatly in 
* faycnrof the (fi&nteaaftednela efvhia'vicws, that- 
•* after /tub a fti^Oy fueb a mark puc upon bim 
••'bj^bb fapKion,:be-o6iild (thongb dvriiig .his 
** flkort g|6vemmeiit btf faxl acqinred a-hanSdme^ 
^fortune) fulxntc iD.icrye in the leventh phce,- 
, **' after havir^ been IB' the firft." 

The h& qtMcataaB.we fliaU troubk yoa with 
fnm this anonymoin author, is where he nrnkes a 
UujKtoring' abufive -^apotaijy, fw all the abiHei he 
h»ib fanhflaly heftemedt almi^ throttghoiu pages 
3y.tO'4X«^«](Ctufini vfthif& parts we have already 



Viagi 40 exhibkB as. .follows, ** I.ihoukl not 
** hawdinlt fa paniculariy, on tfacfit ioemiogly- 
**.tnfliD(t incidents,' nor Aiauld I have deicended 
*^ fo'kw as to totidi individtuls, had I 00c found 
*^ it abfobitcly neoeilary uwaida .drawing one 
**. wmtiMi tfl/im££,.vhKh;.is, that this fcheme trf 
^ N^sb-duMi^i^ bcuvoEvs. nojhifttc. £roai the 

. • ' ^ cha- 



« chiraAer rf !l*s drigina! prqcftor." -Quae; 
Who does this pamphleteer mean by the oerm 9rigp-_ 
nal prt^eSor f It cannot be the gentleman, we are 
(tejendine, for he has moft fully proved he never 
projeaetf any fcheme of the kind : therefore thik 
imeoded abi^ can only touch the projet^on of 
the revolution of 1757, as they only were- the 
original fchemers of Nake^cbaeging. He pleads 
^hMute ntceffity for drawing one material inftrmftt 
which is no imelll^ble inference at al), and only 
proves his ungovernable appetite to 0ander, btit 
unluckily m^akcs the objoft. 

Leaving the continued indecent ftrain of thii 
author to revert on bimfelf, we Ihall confine our- 
ielvei to ihofe charges againft Mr. Holwell, which, 
with Corinthian front, the author makes to bear 
the femblance of fi£ts : Thefe are, 

Firft, (Page 37.) that ** Mr. Holwell was par- 
** tlculafly inftrumental in bringing down the Son 
" Raja Dowla \ and the caufe of the firft revolu- 
•* tion, 8rc. 

" 2dly, That his fertile genius in expedients 
** for raifing money, unclogged with any checks 
•* «■ punAUios of honour, or honcfty, (for this '■& 
**• plainly implied, though not fo plainly exptvfied) 
*' had proje^ed -and put In pradice feveral inferior 
•* manoeuvres." 

gdly, (Page 39 and 40) It &em% objected to this 
gentlonan as a crime, that he was remaned 'to tke 
Jeveiltb in Cmncii, and the terms following, of 
degraded rank, fiigma-, and mark put upon him by 
your Court of Directors, are all very well framed 
to enforce the opinion, that Mr. Holwell muft 
Bfliimlly have been guilty of fome atrocious bivach 
ai trull, or other iniquitous condufb in your fer- 
vicc, to have deferred being thus rtmovidanA thus 
degradedy for Anonymous himfelf';' allows him 
abilitin B&d'jiMreffi tlkCKfore he :cbuU net- have 
L been 
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baen 4cf;rad«l twt mnt of ctpadQ^ q^'C^uS four 
aStirst Ae uninforimd, though Mnpartial a^iiofig 
youi wiil very Mfunilly consltide:r^er« muft h9v« 
bcrn loOiQ bJcmifh, roine erigie, ^box unfaith^l' 
i)r& in tliis your icrvanr, that idre^:oq.him the higb 
difpkafuro of your Cowtpf CiiB&orfl, for ibcy we 
hn«wr»Ue KM, tsd wBuU not. you may Tuppoft^ 
isfXf^ iviy <^ your futbful iiTvaAK wiihput iufo 
^cwuc »rd juft reafon. beciofe thrr«in the/ W()y)4 
lie guilty of a breach of that trw^t, wjch which 
they we invefttd >y vov. 

Now that this gentleman was^ fo ill treated, w 
ftft ; and herein Anonymous for once.ipeaks triith. 
■To bp mnoTcd. dcgyadcri, ftigm«iafcl, and ma^keU 
tiy our fuperiors, when dope wkh realbn and juf- 
-ucc. £?iTic6- its offn vindications .hut when done 
from partial aad unjuil niptivfs, Simulated by 
party rage, thet* ftigmas, marks and degr^ations, 
leflc^ not Qtt the ti^«d(d, but on the dfgrnders- 

Thus have we inverwd the ord^r of our reply, 
and fpoke frji to the lafi charge ; we (haU pcrfift 
in our method, aod fpcak next to the fecood, which 
is plainly lerelicd at this Getiilemao'i condwA in 
your Zemindarry, for Court (^Cutcherry at Fort 
William, Bengal) which has hcen afperfed, par- 
ticularly in the year lysi, and never fufficiencly 
cleared up. In order to this, it becopKS iKCClIapy 
CO giT<t you a Ibort account how it came to pals, 
ih^t this Gentleman was appointed to this peat of 
Zeipindar, and lUtcwife tq explain to you ^ w- 
fore of the poft iifeif. 

Yogr Court of Direftqrs, abqut the year 1748* 
eoning to ib? knoi*ledge f^'lundry a^ufcs and de- 
prcdatiofft, mwle in your annual enweocs of thr 

2cmtn^ry at BeRgaJ, by one. Gftvujdfsni Mecn^ 

iwhq W4 bwn (w twnly-eight ycwsfbff ftandi»iB 
Alitck Jitpaty if) NMt qS^ wb# f^ imAM if 

ing 



ihe ritbiiitikny ftfdt^cTB to the n&ture of the«Alcct 
K Ic^ing Dueflor ofyour itten Cow r^ bavH)^ mora 
ctklafity- coneefpiRg this branch of your afiaiis 
thon-the neft, wrote in fl:renu<!>us tertm to s'Gen* 
llemaa <if high rank in your f«rvke ctwre j diti 
Gendenvn having ntfvef ftaft throAgh the oCo^ 
could not Cjfve the fati&fafHonrc^uimj-, but know- 
ing that Mr. Hoi\Wl1 v/m on his depamue for 
Englandy with vihelB ^ wac upOn the fitidrft 
footing ^friendOiip, he-cdrnmiinicMcd t» him tti* 
letter ne had deceived from his paiMn at ho(ne« 
W b£{hg (tnTtbJc [h«i Mr.' Holwvll bf bis kMm- 
Iedg6'in'fhe linguagf, (and having bcM nunr 
, yc^s I rnrmtier of,- and tfvo years at the (wad of 
yotir Ma)iQr*s Court at Calcutiaj wheve ficquendf 
suits -were cemrtienctd sa^ brought io MKie betweoi 
t(K' natives) had acquired a decp^ infight iata 
the Ftaturt and frauds o^this office, fban any Ather 
per^ \tt (he ftttletnent v nqucfied his pcrmifllQa^ 
to refer his friend and'patroB to him for inSormi- 
tioQ, on hn atrival in England, which was rcadi^ 
i^elited«6. 

lA the cou^ of (he voyage, Mr. Holwelt thrmr 
into Ibme form, the many materials, he had by hiia 
refp^fng this dffice. ami on his arrival eommuiu- 
cafed th«m to' the Diredor before mentioned, anj 
CO apocher Gentleman, your Chairman, wiihouc 
any view, but that of benefiting the Company, at 
4)C theri, - and for -mafiy months afier, bad no 
ii^tentbn oTcvcr' fcong India again; but findif^ 
-fas- Rtany ethers who retiKn from India with fmau 
feriu*«<W) -that iponey does pat go fo far in Eng- 
4and as he l^dly imagined, he thought it nc«eflar)r 
to return and iqcftale his £ap'ifcjil, then lying ^ 
jntereftonly, in yoiircafh at Fort William. ■ 

• Thus determined, he;applicd to the leatfingGeft- 
-tlemcn-lfi- your 'direction to btt-tent-otjc-in your ier- 
ffiec i bis application met with fuccels, and he was 
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in January 1 752 appointed to the pod v£7ian\odari 
and twelfth in council at Fon-WiUiam, not to be 
removed frani that poll .without exjuvls orders fnxn 
Itomc, nor to rife higher . ip your Council. Thelf 
two Fcftridions, pccuU^ tq this- gait)cip£n^ wen 
.adopted at his own mere motioi and rc^ue4> for 
the following leafont i firCt, as he .-was lisirible np 
lefonn could pofCbty be made in tlic ofiice, whilft. 
the bcqd of it wai OuAuating by rotation as here* 
K^xe, by which, cuftom it fomctinies happem.'d 
that thcie were two or three Zemindars wimin th^ 
fpace of one year { by this ill-judged mearuic, thef 
were unavoidably kept in the dark as to thie real 
flatc and nature of this office, and a power in per- 
petuity devolved to the ftanding deputy^ who was 
always ftilcd the Black Zemindar : aod fuch was 
the tyranny of this man, and fuch the dread con- 
ceive of him in the minds of the lutivest that -no 
one durft complun or give.informauon agunft him» 
Imrroever opprcflied i ^nd this conGdemion made 
K ticccfiary.for.Mr. Holwell to infill oa this per- 
fon's being difmifled that fervicc the moment he 
arrived in i^ngal, which was accordingly com- 
fixd with, and orders fent out to commence a pro- 
iecutioa ^^il bim. To give you an idea of this 
profecution, and the infinite labour it occafioned 
Mr. tjolwellt we fliall in its place inferc three of 
bis letters to the Board of Calcutta on the fubjc<£t. 
, It wa^ thought a feat at the Board of Calcutta 
was nccelTary to give a proper wewht to this officer, 
ia the: ri-'form he had p|tq>oicd making > he defired 
bis rank might be fixed yovngcft in Couikcil» at 
thereby, he didoot carry out with him the odium 
M fuperfcding any Gentleman in ypur iirvice. 

Wticn this Gentlcmiux was ti-ni out ypur cove- 
jHUited ftrvanr, under the patronage- of Wjlliam 
Ibker, Efq; (now Sir Williao;} and WiUiani M^ 
: . .....::..:-.■., ;b0t. 
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bot, EJq; yoiir Court of Directors Cotlfiftei of the 
following Gcntktmcn, viz.... . . 

Roger Drake,'Efqi John' Hope, Efqj ' ■ 

Chairman Mich. Impcy, Efqi 

William Baker,' Ejfji ' Stephen Law, Efq-, ■ 

Deputy Nich. Linwood, "Efq; 

William Mabbot,' Efq; Nathaniel Ncwnham, jiin* 
William Braund; .£fq; Efq. ■ 

Chrif Biirrdw, Efq; John Payne, Efqi' "" - 

Charles Cujts, Efqi ' Heiiry Plant, Efq-, '. '■- 

Peter Ducine,' Efqj ' Joties Raymond, Efq; 

Sam. Feake, Efq; WiUiam Rider^ Efqj . 

Abel Fonnereauy Efq-, Thomas' Rous, Efqi 

Peter Godfrey; Efqi Timothy TuUie, Efqi - 

Charles Cougfr; Efqj William Willie, Efqj - " 

Here it becomes needful to add a lljort cxplana* 
lion of the ij^turc-of ^lus officer's duty, in quality 
of Zemindar, . . 

The Zemindar afts in a double capacity, di- 
ftinft,* and independant of each other, (with very 
few exceptions) the one as Superincendant and Col- 
leftof of your revenues, the other, as Judge of the 
Court of Ciucherry, a tribunal conftituted for the 
heari^, trying^ and determining all matters and 
things, boUi civil and criminal, -wherein the na- 
tives only, fubjeds of the Mogul, are concerned. 
He txied in a fummary way, had. the power of the 
lafh, fine, and imprifonment t he determined all 
matters of meam and tuum ; and in all criminal 
cales, proceeded to fentence and puniQiment imme- 
diacely after hearing, except where the crime (^ 
murder) requires the la(h to. be inf1i£ted until, 
death, in which cafe he fufpends execution of the 
fentence, unpl the fad and evidence are laid before 
the FreGdent, and his conBrmation of the lentence 
is obtained. He has alfo the power to condemn, 
thieves, and other culprits, to- work in chains upon 
N the 
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the foads, during anf dEtertninate fpace of 'tlme^ 
or for life. In all caulci of propeitj, an appeal 
lay CO tbe pEcQdent and Council againfl his do-, 
crees. . 

Such was the power annexed to this oflice, wbea 
this .Gentlemao was appointed the head of it, and 
I'uch had it been for a long term of years preceding 
that {:eriod ; a power by much too great for 
any one mmn to be intrafted with. Therefore in 
the year 1758, at the recommendation of Mr. Hoi- 
wel^ a ftop was put to it by the Court of Direflors, 
who aOT>ointed three Judges of this Court, Mem- 
bers of^thc Board, in monthly rotation. Before 
this Gentleman took charge of this important poll, 
there never had been any regiftcr of caufcs or dc^ 
crees kept in Englifli *, but from that time, a re^- 
fter of the proceedings was monthly laid beibre the 
Board at Calcutta, tor their infpeftion, and an- 
nually tranfmitted to your Court of Diredioni 
Here, permit Us to remark, that though this Gen- 
tleman was, for the fpace of four yearSj (that is, 
from the beginning of July 1752, to the capture 
bf yourlcttlement) folc Judgeofthis Court, not a 
fiflglc complaint was ever preferred againft him in 
hiS'judicial capacity in criminal cau&s, and but mu 
ttpptal from his judgments ar.d decrees in matnrs of 
property, and ef tbdt, only the half reverfed, and 
the reft confirmed. But the condUft md mcric of 
this- Gentleman, in this, as well M the oChcV 
branches of this laborious ofHce^t you Ihall no« 
take upon truft from us his friends, who may btf 
deemed partial, but (hall, in good time, hftve them 
ifom itronger vouchers, and luperior judges; 

We proceed next to the thite letters beftHC' 
ftientioned', touching the profecution of Govindram 
Metre, aftd then to convey an idea to you of the 
dmy of the Zemindar, relative to the revenues j 
iffid tlus w« AiaU do in this gentleman's own words, 
without 
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without Any abridgrtmit, in li work frhidi hn! entitled 
A Stats of the REvsKnEs* tnnfmiued to your 
Court of Dire£tars In a letter to the bOaid (^Calcutta. 
The vfork is long, and coTome ma^ appear unin- 
telligible and tedious, but to others intcrefting and 
curiops ; howfoever thii may be, our plan of de- 
Ahkc calls for it. In ptooi of Mr. Holwell's 
talents, and his indefatigable and uAwearied ex- 
ertion of thofe talents in your fervice. 

7« the Honourable Rc^er Drake, Efqy Prefidatt 
and GoverneTj &c, CotoidL 

Fort IViUiam^ Ai^. 13, 1752." 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

TH E zotli ulc I thought it neceflkry to move 
yoti that Govindram Metre {bould give fecu- 
rity to the Board for his appearance, on account of 
fome frauds I had traced, r^rding the Company's 
Revenues under his management ; and though die 
fhort time I have been in the office, and my neoef- 
fafy attendants to the current biiOnefs of it, will 
not at prcfent fuifictently enable me to digeft all the 
informations that have reached me, wherein i 
think the Company have been heavily injured 
during the twenty-eight years of this man's admini- 
ftrition \ yet, as far ss I am able, my duty tells 
me I ot^ht to lay before you, without lols of time t 
the more fo, as I am well informed, he is diftri-> 
budng and fccreting his ill-got wealth in various 
places, and by various methods. 

The farms, and monthly charges Jcmmidaary 
have firft drawn my attention, as they are firft in 
conGrquence to the Honourable Company : my 
remarks on the duties on exportation of hce, etlach, 
fines, &c. I mull referve for a fubfequcnt addrefs 1 
but as Govindraai Metre may have the fubterfuge to 
plead, of all accounts of (he revenues being pafled 
N 2 under 
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imder the hands of the Zemindars^ and ttft his 
glaring frauds -fliould feem tacitly to cenfure the 
negleft of thofe gentlemen, I- beg your Honour, 
&c.*s leave, previouQy to obviate that, both by 
faying, that the accounts, frauds as weM as errors, 
are excepted ; and that whilft the poft of Ztfmin- 
dary waa tranfitory and Bu^tuating, and this nnn 
invefted wtth power, a retrofpeftion itMo the ftate 
of the Company's revenues with any material 
.fucccfs, would have been morally impoflible, as 
irot'one of the natives, from the higheft to tht 
lowed, durft with impunity have given the leaft 
umbrage to him -, and ic is they only that could 
have explored the dark and intricate mazes, in 
which he has fo long concealed himfelf from the 
eyes and ftroke of juftice. 

Two of the principal farms, viz. the Rice Farm, 
and Buzar Calcutta, commonly called the Great 
Buzar, I niuft likewife refcrve for the fubjeft of 
another letter, and proceed now to the others, 
whofe annual Pottahs, or- grants, bear date the 
firft of November ; and here I muft begin with 
confefling to your Honour, &c. an error of my 
own. I always imagined the farms were fold at 
public outcry, or auAion, in the Cutcherry, in the 
prefcrtce of the Zemindar ^ and think I told as 
much to fome of our Honourable mailers, as be- 
lieving it impoffible to be otherwife ; biit am ibrry 
to fay no fuch eflential and neceflary method has 
been praftilcd for thete ten years; a circumftance 1 
Jhould not mention hercj did not what follows 
make it abfoUiiely neceflary ; for, on the contrary, 
Govindram Metre's houl'e, I find, has, for that 
, ^ce, been the place where the prices have been 
affixed to each farm, not by auftion to the higheft 
bidder, but privately at the prices he chofe to take 
the beft of them himfelf at, under fiflitious 
names ; that is, thofe that would yield the beft and 
moft 
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nioll certain profit ; and difpoled of' the others 
that were more precarious, to his friends and 
dependants : thcfc prices he reports to the Zemin- 
dar for his confirmation, and the fevcral Poctahs 
are ordered to be drawn out; accordingly. Of :he 
farms which he has iifually taken in himlelf under 
fidttious names, I fiiall aow fpeak only to thc- 
&llowing, viz. 

o . XT .. tr ► J 5 In the name of his fcr- 
• |°?« Nutty Haut, and? pe„,hram Huz- 

..Suba Bazar J ^^^^l_ 

Baiig Buzar Haut and Buzar ■( Allthefe in the 
, CharJcs Buzar and Haut ["aameofNil- 

' Haut Cola Buzar '{ mony- Gofe, 

Deuba Parrah _ , I . ^^ Brother, 

SiJttahutcy's Dour Beckry and I SookdcbMe- 
Koof a Pocha ■ J trc'sgrandfon. 

It may be objefled in his favour, that there 
, might be lofs on thefe farms as well as gain j but' 
this objedlion will avail him little, when I make it 
appear to your Honour, &c. that he fccurcs his 
gain as foon as, or rather before, he takes them to 
himlelf, by farming them out again to third ptfrfbns ;' 
fo that the cafe ftands exaftly thus ; — This man has 
an abfolute truft and confidence repofcd in him, 
in the difpofal of the Company's farms, the bell 
of which he farms at an under rate to himfclf, in 
a fi6l4cious name, and at the fame time farms them 
out -again at an immediate gain', a fraud than 
which I know not a greater. Your Honour, &c. 
muflt be fenfible how difficult it muft be, to invefti- 
gate 3 feries of accounts qnd tranfaftions fbr twenty- 
eight years paft ; the ftfrming' vouchers for which, 
hav^, . without controul, remained fol^ly ;n the 
power of this man; and whatever evidence might 
navp been againfl: him, as to former times, doe* 
foRiblyflow notexift-, therefore the utmoft that 
N 3 can 
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can be done in this cafe, is to fix him in fratidi 
u near as I can to the prefent rime ; and equitably 
to recommend to your Honour, &c. on behalf of 
our Honourable Maftcrs, a judgment on the whole 
of his conduft, from the few fpccimens I am now 
going to lay, in as clear a light as poflible, before 
you : and firfl:, I fhall prove his .having taken die 
fereral farms above-mentioned to himfelf at an 
under rate, in the years 1749, 1750, and 1751, 
and farm'd them out again at an immediate advance, 
Soota Nutty Haut and Suba Biizar being farm'd 
out in the different articles to different people. 
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From the fbn^outg ftatcAwtit^ ' yeor Honour, 
&c. maf ivadi^ judge, bow immehritty the Com- 
pany tiave bmn injured in- t^-whoteof tfadr rc- 
Tcnueq during this niMi's long sdminiftrKtionr; but 
if we Ihould fuppofe he has only made this ad- 
vantage daring the ten years laft pad:,' tbajithe 
fyrms have been in a manAer aband(»i«d4o his 
conduft, we fhall, by parity oi r*a(cm, Rdd the 
Company defrauded, itt that fp^ce, of- no-te&'dian 
the principal fum of Rupees ^zifi 3 ^5 6 iil'ftefe 
farms only 9 but this favourable eonchi&on be Hias 
no right to expe<3^, as I think I Iball be zbte to 
ctemonftrate^ there is not any one branch of^he 
Revenues wherein he has- not been connftottt in 
defrauding, to the utmoft extent of his power. 

Before I quit this fubjtft, I think it nwdfi^ to 
inform your Honour, &c. that Govindram Ktctre 
has, this year, by his own authority, levied -a tax 
from the fanners of z f per cent, on the atndunt 
of their fcverai farms (over and above the 10 per 
cent, ufualhy taken &om'thc[R>-. as the allowed per- 
-quifite of the Zemindar) which he has converted 
to his Qwa ufe. 

The monthly charges ^mindary, is. the next 
article I fliall at prel^nt fubmit to yoiir Honour, 
dec's conftderation and cenfure, under three divi- 
fions, viz. fcrvants in monthly pay, cljiargcs m^ki;)g 
and repairing Cutcherries and Chowkey houfes, 
arid charges. 

In regard to the {^rvanrs io the Cutcherry, 1 find 
the Company has been, time out of mind, de- 
frauded by Qovindr^m Metre, in the monthly ium 
of 166 Rupees, exctufive of his monthly alloK- 
fldceof 112 8 i the particulars of which are, via. 
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,- 117 'Pikej, i7-,al'«*ys" eBiployediia.:h"T 
> owh ftrvicej.j whofe-.pay- he :has,at- 1-. 
•ji i:Wiiys received, .a^d. 7 hU .menial; ler- > 54 
;. .j ;Tanis iinder'this denoniinftjoftv 
,1 Rupee* per:menftin —r: 

■ ig.Bvick&rnaa, 14- nominal only, 4fld 5 j 
. athis town.of ,Kiflen-Poor ; for iktfe £ 59 

- ■, . be; receives njontbly ■ — ■ :■ — ,- i 
•Bondierain r^eives no wages, yetcbarged. at 8 

. Kiffen Gqfe, Rogu Metre's Cocta fervant ■ 5 
...Raftifhurnd Tagoor, another- fervaetof I \ 
. ■ : Rogu Metre — . — ^ ^ 

Barnala Spatdur, Metre's Maulda Gomaftah 5 
, Tilluckram, under the name of Brcdju \ 

Mahone — ^ _ i ^° 

... 6 GwallCTs : . . — — 12 

- .MunkindjEam Muodell, at Metre's Got- j 

, , ..tabany : — ^- i * 

... NuntfcrEHi Gpfc, a gratuity . .— ■ 7 

■ Rupees per menfem -^ 166 

In this particular your Honour, Sec. obfervcs 
the Company has been defrauded of Rupees 1992 
■per ammm ; and as we cannot rcafonably imagine, 
lie was iefs fcrupulous when he was more indigent, 
fo I think it will not be deemed unjuft to charge 
him with this fraud for 28 years lalb paft ; and then 
it will appear, wc have here another manifcft 
claim on him, on behalf of our Honourable 
Mailers,' for the principal fum of Rupees 55776, 

I am next to reprefent to your Honour, &e. 
that 1 have cxtrafted from the monthly charges 
Zcmindary, the cjtpcnces account, making and re- 
pairing the feveral Cutcherries and Chowkey houles, 
from February 1747, to March 1752 ; and find in 
that fpace po le(s a fun} to that account, than 
Ku|>ef« 
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Rupees 9018 '8 i a cti^ge' moft ' infamous, and 
felf^vid^nc to every mcflibcr of this Board, when 
I further inform yxiur Honour, &c. chac 5184.8 
of thi3 futo.ia under che head of repairing the great 
Cutcherry, on whicli atythehas not bfcn expended 
in -that time, as I will prove, if ncedf^U;,froni a 
thovfand wicnefTes ; afid the fame as to t^ other 
ftraw houfes, under the denomination of Cutcheny 
and Chowkey houfes ; but as- 1 would rather leflcii 
than exa^crate every charge agoinii' hini> 1 will 
fuppofe the Company defrauded in this period .of 
(ive years 7000 Rupees only, which, .during his 
adminilliration, will amount to the priBcipal fum of 
Rupees 39,200. 

The charges in repairing the roads, drains and 
bridges, within the fame period of time, I 6nd 
fwelledtotheenormousfumGfRupees78S4 15 9} 
out of which there ftands to the account of repair- 
ing the Dumdum and Barrafut roads, Rupees 2819; 
of which, 1036 7 are appropriated to the years 
I750andi75i. Now, to give your Honour, &c. 
a fpecimen of his frauds In this part of the monthly 
charge, I will obfcrvc, that the Company is debtcd 
jby him in Oftobcr 1751, Rupees 520 4, for the 
repairs of -the Dumdum and Barafuc roads; where- 
jis, by the accounts I have laid before me, ic ap- 
pears there were really no more eifpended on thefe 
roads In the years 1750 and 1751, than 342 cound, 
6 pund and logundas of Cowries j and thefe col- 
lected from the neighbouring riots or tenants, 
which has always been pradifed. towards repairing 
the out-roads of the town (though where a Rupee 
has been coUefted, not more than fix Annaes have 
been expended) and the Company bcfides conftantly 
charged for this article at ah immenfe rate ^ a double 
fraud, that merits the highefl: cenfure and punifh- 
ment- From the confideration of thefe particulars, 
jt is manifelt the Company has yearly been defrauded 

of 
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of slmoft the whole that has been charged on this 
account, a rmall expence on building and repairing 
two or three bridges excepted i which, with iha 
utmoft indulgence to Govtndram MetfCy cannoc 
reduce the fraud within the five years above 
fpecified, to lefs than 6000 Rupees ; and, on tho 
whole of his adminiftration, to rhe principal fum 
(rf 33600 Rupees. 

Laft year I obfcrvc a charge continued for ten 
months, at the rate of 32 Rupees per menfem, 
on account of looking after Cutmah's houfes : the 
ponfways and guard cmplojfcd for this fervice, 
were the monthly frrvants of the Company ; and 
yet the Company is not only by Metre debted on 
this account, but I am very credibly informed, he 
Itkewile levied the fame from the Cuttnahs. I 
mention this article chiefly with a view of demon- 
ftrating to your honour, &c. that every intervening 
bye-path to knavery, has been as regularly tra- 
verfed and' infefted by him as the high road of ini- 
quity, in which he has fo long and unmoteft^ 
I'aited contributions from the Company, as well as 
from every one of the inhabitants that have uiJuckily 
fallen within his gripe, or that of his ion Rogu 
Metre. Inftanccs of this laft nature are fo many, 
that by what I have already heard, I fear if I had 
as many cars as Argus had eyes, they would be 
fnuch coo infufficienl to receive them-, but ihofe, 
■with the proofs I am poflcffed of, touching his 
connexions with the common murderers and rob- 
bers of the town, I muft referve for a volume by 
themfclves, and clofc this prefent rcmonftrancc 
agunft him with recapitulating and throwing into 
one total the foregoing principal fums, for which, 
I am of opinion, the Company has an itnemdiate 
and fpecific claim on him, with intereft that may 
be due thereon •, juft premifing, that as wages are, 
, oc at leaft ought to be, deemed the reward offervicc 

and 
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and fiuffifulnda i and as this man, in the place of 
trrotnodn^ the Service of the Company, has, in 
Otvack (^ his tnift and duty, injured their-afFairs 
by every wicked pra£tice in his power, to I think 
he has very juftly forfeited whatever wages he has 
recnved, and therefore fubmit it to your Honour, 
&C. whether be Oioukt not be tnuk^ed in a fum 
equal thereto} and as I cannot doubt but I (hall 
meet your cwicurrerice in (6 equitaUe a char^, I 
will add it te the others, viz. 

9 wsat, >t 30 Rupees per vcB&a - 32410 

la aitto, «t sp — — 7*00 

GOVINDRAM METRE Dr, 

To fraudt on the farms held kial«Jf * 3>8ll i{ 6 

To ditto in the qionthiy charge «f fervanti 5S770 o O 
To ditto account chu^ repairing the Qut- 

cherrjri . . - 39100 O Q 
To diito acwmt cha^g iep»iting the 

Road}, Ice ' ' 33600 o a 

To diuo account the guard on Cotroib*) lipure ]«o o o 



161709 15 6 
T« 4m BvlA of Ml ncM 

I b^ leave to reprefcnt to your Honour, &c. 
that wwn the inffreft which ia ftri^ly du« ;a the 
Company, is c^lcuja^ on the firft rotal, h be- 
conies a fum of no final! importance ; and therefore 
I humbly infUt, on the bcnajf of our Honourable 
Matters, that Oovindram Metre be immediately 
committed to clofe coniinenient, until the fame is 
difchargvd % wd tbat a fofficicnt [atlicary guard be, 
vicbwt toff of fime, placed on his fcveral bovS^s ^ 
aod that hia fon Hogu Man be obliged to give 
good iUur'iCs (or hh ^pearanca 
. On entering my office* 1 found ic heavily bar- 
thcned with fuecufcs, perqiofiws, and unneeefiary 
iervants, which I have the pJeafurc to infonn yosr 
Honour, iff:. fl«nd reduced iW tliis mooth of 
Auguft, 
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AugulV, to the amount of 55a Rupees, anjongft 
which the charge of-Pykes was a very necdlefsand 
confiJcrable one ; for^ the 14.5 retained in the 
fcrvicei I found 64, ,(excluGv& of Metre's 27) 
ftationcd as a nightly guard to the feveral inhabi- 
tants houfesj as I faw no proprietj' in .the Com- 
pany's bearing this expence (trifling to..each tndU 
vidua], but a heavy one to them) 1 thought it rea- 
fonable to retrench didt amongft the reft, having 
ftill retained the Head. Pykc, his 1 1 Niabs or dcr 
puties, and 35 Pykes.only, as needful for the fcr- 
vicci the Head Pyke ftill remaining^ as ufual, 
fecurity for any night guard he fends, at tlie 
requeft of the inhabitants ; and further than this, 
they arc of no ufc towards the guarding or fafety 
of the town i for, on ftridt review and mutter of 
^e whole body, I could not pick out more than 
30 that were tnuned Pykes, or had any pretenfion 
to that title, farther than as they (occafionally to 
pafs mufter) were loaded with their ufual arms, 
j am, ' moft. refpedfully. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moft obedient humble fervanu 

JV the Honourable Roger Drake, Efq. Prefident 
dttd Governdr, fcft. Council. 

Firt WiUiamy Aug. 17, 1752.' 
Honourable Sir atid Sirs, 

S it appears to me beywid a doubt, that Go- 
__ L vindram Metre will not only make every 
del^ in his power, in giving in his anfwer to the 
charge contained in my letter, addreficd to your 
Honour, &c. under date the J3th inftuit, but will 
by every art and means, endeavour to take off the 
evidence ^ainft him •, I think it extremely necef- 
iary now to lay before you the nature of the proofs 
1 hare 
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1 have to fupport the chai^ exhibited againfl him ; 
which I requeft may now be examined before the 
Board» or a Committee appointed, without lots c^ 
time, for that purpofe ; of which (as this a0air b 
of no fmall confcquence to the Company) I beg 
leave to move that the Prefident may be one. 

In regard, firft, to the farms taken to himfclf, 
and farmed out at an immediate advance, the par- 
ticulars, as laid before your Honour, &c. I think 
he will not conteft or deny ; but if ■ he ftiould, I 
have the feveral accounts thereof ready to be laid 
before you. 

Touching the overcharge of fervants in monthly 
pay, I need onh refer your Honour, &c. to the 
Buxey's roll or the Pykes and Enckfcrrias, and 
to the Cutchcrry Podar, or Shroff, who is at 
hand with their feveral accounts. 

The overcharge account repairing the Cutchcrrys 
b fo fclf-evident, that I need only refer your Ho- 
nour,' &c. to your own judgments, but more par- 
ticularly to the gentlemen who have preceded mc 
in the office. 

In regard to the double fraud and exorbitant 
charge of repairing the roads, I have ready to lay 
before this Board the Banian's books, employed 
on this fcTvice, and the" Head Peon atccnding him. 
Tbuching the article of Cotmah's guard, 1 have 
now this funher circumftance to add, that in place 
of 320 Rupees charged the Company, and col-- 
le£tod from the Cotmahs, I am well informed, he 
exafted from thiem on this account, Oftober 26, 
C. Rs. 654. viz. 

On account Bolly and Perich Cotmah 327 o 
On account Duloll Cotmah - 163 8 

On account Ponchu Cotma - 1 63 S 

C. Rs. 654 q 

For 



For proof- of this article^ your Honour, &c^ will 
be plnfcd to order the Cotmahs to appear before 
you, and declare, on their oaths» if this {»& a at 
is not as I have reprclented it. 

Od the whole of thefe five articles, I can Scarcely 
think he will be hardy enough to deny or coowll: 
any of them, as Uiey each of them almoft prove 
themfelves ; however, if he Ihould, the proofs, I 
may fay, are now in a manner in the hands of your 
Honour, &c. and you will doubtlcfs take fuch re- 
folutions therein, as wilt equitably conduce to the 
intereft of our Honourable Matters. 

It is fome concern to me, that I flwuld have lb 
far differed in judgment from fo great a majority 
of this Board, when I thought ue charge exhi- 
bited agajnft Govindram Metre was fetMvidonC 
enough to enforce the neceflity yf his confinertem i 
but though my remonilrance had noc weight fitf- 
ficient, either to procure that, or even a guard for 
the fecurity of his e(fei5b, yec that muft not flacken 
my endeavours in fearch of the Company's rights t 
as I will fl:ill hope I rhall noc always be fo unlucky; 
or fofar miftaken in my judgment as to want the 
approbation and concurrence of your Honour, 
&c. in what I Ihall lay before you. 

On taking charge of my office, I found the 
laft monthly account of rflvenues delivered into 
council, was the month of March ^ on which I 
thought it expedient to haften the accounu of 
April, May, and June, as much as polTible, but 
found the delays in Metre without end -, wben 
fending for him into the public Cutcherry, and 
aflcing him the reafon of thefe delays, his anfwcr 
was. That it was occalioned by fome articles that 
he had recolledled, which ought to have been 
brought to the credit of the Company fooner, an 
account of wliieh he then gave me. to the amount 
of C. Hs. 2809 3 2, telling me he wanted to bring 
them 
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them to credit in the account cf revenues for 
April i to which I ot^e^ed, that as he was fenfl- 
ble I had traced tbgfe very frauds, and that fome 
of thcrti were five years ftanding, I coiild not 
admit of more being brought to credit in April, 
than were really the tranfaftiona of the preceding 
year, which I likewife repfefented to Mr. Manning- 
ham, and met with hii ^prevail accordingly, in 
the accounts revenues for April, laid before your 
Honour, &c. the 13th inftant. Rupees 842 8 g€ 
the above fum are brought to credit, A> that ac- 
cording to his account delivered me, there remains 
k ballancedue to the Company of C. Re. 1966 if 
9, account frauds confeffed, in the feveral articles 
of duty on Rice Ssllifnamtnah, (or arbitration 
bonds) Rufiey Sallamy, (or mcafuring contefted 
grounds) Gur Huzreys (or fervants wages forfeited) 
and Mooriannoes, from April 1747, during the 
feveral Zemindarira of MefTn. Kempe, Eylta, Crui- 
Cenden, and Watts } I juftly call thefe frauds con- 
feflTed, not only as he knew I had traced chem, 
but becaufe I have this convincing argument to 
alledge, they never would have been brought to 
credit, but as a confequence of the fcrutiny I had 
begun to make into his conduct; for he had as' 
early as the 29th of June, adjufted the account 
revenues for the month of April, and dofcd the 
credit fide of the account ) and the whole was 
wrote fair, and wanted only balancing and figning, 
and not one of thefe recoUeftcd articles brought to 
credit. But as almoft every hour comes freighted 
with his frauds, it is my duty to lay them before 
your Honour, &c. as they occur. 

Unteram Dut Aood, during Mr. Former's go- 
vernment, a pcnfioner on the Cutcherry books, sC 
20 Rupees per mrafem, which he received till Mr. 
Eyles lUuck him off. In the beginning of Mr. 
Roopcr*s Zcmiadaty b« van igain reftorcd, and 
recdved 
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received one month's allowance ; but fince .th4t 
it has been received by. Metre or Rogu Metre, 
on pretence of a balance due from Unteratn 
to the latter, 24 months at zo Rupees, which is 
460: for proof of which the Cutcherry Podar, 
and Unteram are in waiting. 

The 15th, Gofcbcg Jemnwutdaar complained 
to me, that he had not received a Cowrie of the 
-wages due to him and ten Peons, that were placed 
as a guard at Govindpoor Gunge in March laft, 
to look after the rice. RecoUefting a charge of 
this kind, I turned to that month's account reve- 
nues, and found the Company debted for Rs. 232 
10 for this icrvice, account so Buckfcrrias and 
two Ponfoys, wherca? there were in truth only the 
Peons above mentioned, and 10 of the Company's 
Buckferrias from the diflerent Chowkeys on board 
the Ponfways, and the expence of the Ponfways I 
find was paid by Moideb Huzzarah i and though 
the charge is continued to the Company for two 
months and four days, yet they were aftually no 
longer on this lervice than one month and ^vcn 
days,— as Gofebeg, Sowanny, Ponfwaar, and Lall- 
tnun Mangu arc now in waiting to prove. 

By complaint from Nour Cawn, I find, that in 
8 long family difpute between him and his brother 
Haflein Cawn's widow, the amount of 2107 C. 
Rs. has been coUefted from them both, 200 Sicca 
Rupees of which were received by Metre on ac- 
count of duty on raw filk, and the reft in iiaes, 
neither of which has been brought to the Com- 
pany's credit. The particulars of diis infamous 
affair are too prolix to enumerate to your Honour,- 
&c. at prefcnt, therefore fhall only requeftbe may 
be interrogated as to the fa6t. 

The next artick: I have to'fubmit to your Ho- 
nour's, &CC. judgment, is of a mod flagitious na- 
. ture, and at (he fame time will prove, as well, his 
perfidioufnefs to the Company, as his conne<5tion 
with 
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V>\i}i the common robbers, and murderers, that have 
fo-many years infcfted the ^ttlement: I may too 
juftlyfay under his wing and protcdion, to the 
laftlng ftain I fear of our name and gOTermnent : 
About the latter end of April 1750, the Head 
Pykc informed Govindram Metre, that he had 
taken a notorious Decoyr, named Diaram, . (com- 
monly called Dia) in the houtc of one Moideb ' 
Cuffarry, who was-likcwife known to be conncfled 
with thefe Decoyts. To give your Honour, &c. 
the refult of this affair in as few words as polTiblc, 
the Head Pyke was ordered by Metre, to fcU 
Moideb's houfc and efieAs, which was accordingly 
done the firft of May, the former for 300 Rupees, 
and the latter for two, and the amount C. Rs 500 
paid by the Head Pykc 1^ Metre's order to Diaram 
Gote, his relattcn, and head writer in the Cut- 
cherry, and the murderer ordered to be releafrd. 
The proof of ihefc fads are now in writing, and 
moreinftances of this nature, I have ready to pro- 
duce againfl; him, when your Honour, &c. has 
more teirure than you have at prelent 'to receive 
them, or than indeed I have at prefent to enume- 
|ale them. 

I have a finglc obfervfttioQ to make to your Ho-' 
nour, &c. on two articles contained in Metre's 
account frauds confcffcd; Gurr Huzreys from 
174710 1751, in that fpace he brings to the credit 
of the Company on that account 302 8 Rupees : 
now from the nature of things, this dcdu6iion mult 
have been always made, more or lefs, from the 
wages of the Buxerries, Pykes, &c. — But what is 
become of it i for, with the utmoft diligence, I 
can trace no credit given on account of this article. 

The article Moorianoes, I believe, may need 

Ibme explanation, as introduftory to my obferva- 

tion on h. On every complaint where a Pton is 

ordered, he receivei from the dalinquetu or defetfr- 

O daht 
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tlant three punds of Cowries a daf, one pond' of 
which he keeps to himfelf, one pund 14 gundas ' 
belofigs to the Company under the head of £tJack» 
and the remaining fix gundas is daily colleAed 
apart, out of which the Edack Morics or writers 
are paid their wages, and the overplus remains to 
the Company -, on accoupt of this article. Metre in 
his account frauds confcfTed, brings cq credit 370 
Rupees from 1749 to i75i> but as I find no credit 
given fince Augufl: and September 1743, on thia 
account, I muft conclude a farther fraud in chis^ 
as well as the laft mentioned article : both which 1 
tubmit to your Honour, Sec. judgment. 

GOVINDRAM METRE Dr, 

To account Cutmah's guards — — 334 

To account frauds confeffed 1966 11 9 

To account Unteram Dutt 460 

To account the guard at the Rice gunge 132 10 
To account Nour Cawn, and HoP 7 

fcin Cawn's widow — — i ^'°7 
To account Moideb's houfe and efiefts 500 



Principal C. Rs. 5600 5 9 

1 am, moft refpcftfully. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your molt obedient humble (ervant. 

.Te the IlencurahU Roger Drake, E/q; Prefidm 
and Governor^ i^c. Council. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs. A^g""*"."^;.- 

IObferve that Govtndram Metre has (in tw9 
letters under date .the 17th and Z4th ioflant) 
put in anfwer to the two firft chains I have exhi- 
bited againft him, on which 1 beg leave to remark, 
that if he is thus permitted to anU'cr jn 9 long an^ 

2 fallacious 
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^Ilacious narrative, to CYcry fingle chargfe, I fore-i 
'lee a fcrutiny into his conduct may become a work 
of fome years i and wi)t be fuch a heavy tax on my 
time, that the needful, and I may fay hourly at-» 
tcntion to my office, will by no means admit of; 
becaufe my replying to fuch anfwera will be abfo- 
lutely necefTary,' or our honourable mailers may be 
impolcd on, by the fpecioufnefs of their appear- 
ance i and my replies may occafion his rgomdersj 
to the end M the chapter. The charces I lay 
jigainH-him confift not in argument^ but fa£ls, 
which it is-onty incumbent on him to admit or 
deny. If ray informations arc wrong, and I fail in 
the proof of them, he will thereby become fuffi- 
ciently vindicated ; therefore, eSe^tually to put a 
ftop to this tedious method, I will only give your 
Honour, &c. the trouble of this reply, and in fu- 
ture barely lay before the Committee whatever fa6l» 
occur to me, fubfequent to my prcfent information. 
I admit: his appeal to the Gentlemen that have 
filled the ftadon of Zemindar, to be ftriftly true ; 
and I have long known fuch application to them, 
on the fale of the farms, to be his conftant method 
of blinding them, as he well knew none durll give 
them intclngence of their real worth : His impo- 
fition on your Honour, &c. in this argument, I 
cannot help calling extremely audacious ; he fays, 
** he always advifed the Zemmdars a month before 
*' the time of fale, of the utmoft price he ciltuld get 
** for the farm8."-i— Why, Gentlemen ! the Pot- 
tahs, by which he farmed out on his own accounE 
the farms now under confideration, and which carry 
an advantje (fome of them) of 70, 80, and 100 per 
cent, bear date the fame day with thofe, whereby 
he calls them to himfelf, in a 6>5litious name, at 
that lofs to our honourable employers : can your 
Honour, Sec. want a ftro[>ger proof of matchleft 
fr^ud and iniquity; than this > I iliiok not. I dare 
Q 2 fay 
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fay 1 (hall meet your concurcence in giving it theft 
juft appellations. He furtlier fays, he gave more 
for the fix farms in 1 749, than was given the year 
before i this I ^dmit ; and muH: remark hia ad- 
yancing fometimes, in a trifling degree, the pricea 
ef the farms, as another artful means of blinding 
his matters : but his allertion, that he gave more - 
for the fix farms the two next years, than he gave 
in 1749, is far ftx}m truths for I have only to 
refer your Honour, 8tc. to my letter under date 
the 13th inftant, and you will obferve, for three of 
dKm he gives Icfs, nay though he farms two of the 
three on his own account at a higher rate in 1750 
and 1751, than in t749. As to the deduAion of 
the dufiiitary, or lo per cent, for the Zemindar, it 
does not appear to me in any degree probable, that 
he would negleft levying this fee from thofc to 
whom he rented the farms on his own account ; 
which he might do as juftly as he levied the 2f per 
cent, the lad year, notwithftanding the rcafons by 
which he attempts to palliate that a£t of power and 
oppreOion. He inlinuates my leaving out Haut 
Cola Buzar in my fecond lift with defign, as know- 
ing he loll by that Buzar : that I was not capable 
oi fo unworthy a defign, is mantfeft from my men- 
tioning it in my firft lift -, and 2dly, becaufe I 
know, and will provo, he neither loft or gained by 
it in the year 1749 and 1750 1 but that he gained 
40 Rup«s by it in 1751, when he took it at 177 
Bupees, and farmed it out ^ain to Purpuram at 
217 Rupees. He may with equal truth lay, it is 
with delign, in the calculate of his wages, where I 
char^ him 9696, inftead of 8484 *, which is as mani> 
feft a miftake, as my leaving out the other Buzar 
in my focond lift. " He fays, that every Rajah's 
*' and Zemindar's Duan, over the whole king- 
*^ dom, is indulged with fome farms for his own 
^* profit i -as he cannot, from hi& wages, keep tip 
« the 
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** the equipage and attendance neceflarjr for u. 
** oBccT in nis ftation." Ttris u calculated to 
deceive elfcwhere, as he muft know your Honour* 
ice is better acquainted with the nature of this 

gircrnment. We knov it is a very ufual thing 
r a Duan, or a Duan's Niab, to reprefcnt to 
their principal, that fuch or fuch a farm or ponioa 
of land produces fuch an annual proHt, and fdi- 
dtt that he may hold it himfelf ; but it is as well 
known, that if he is detected in concealing the real 
{vofits, or holds them cUndeftinely in others 
name^, or is found gi^lty of cKiprefTing or exacting 
from the people more than the eftablidied duties, 
the lafh, fetters, imprifonment, snd confifcation« 
ve the immediate conlequcnce ; one crime fully 
proved againlt him implies the whole, and he is 
treated accordingly. To inftance one chat Metre 
is perfc£Uy acquainted with.— About 15 years ago» 
Sahib Rar was Duan to Kritichund Raja ; this 
l>uao haa a Niab, or dcptiiy, named Gopec Sing, 
who was conviAed of holding farms clandeftiBely, 
ofoppreftlaz the people, and of perpetrating other 
crimes now kid to the charge of Govwdram Metre : 
his punilhment was very rcmarkable -, for after 
feverely fufiering the lafh, chains, imprifonment, 
and conBfcation, he was fixed in the public high- 
way, and an order ilTued for every paflenger to 
kick him on the head, under which miferable fitu- 
ation he expired. As Metre's own confeflicin 
fpeaks his having plundered agrceablv to the 
tnaxinu of his own nation, fo he hunfelf has 
pointed out, that the laws of his own nation ought 
CO be the meafurc of his punifliment i and I 
am much deceived, if your Honour, &c. will not 
find in the end, that his crimes are in no Ihapc 
inferior to thofe of Gopee Sing's. As to his inli- 
nuations touching equipage and attendance, I know 
j)OC, that from the nature of his employ in 
O 3 thij 
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tfiis fettlement, he was intitled to cither, iij the 
fcnfe he would imply : How and by what means 
he had accumulated a judicial power in the place, 
ten times greater than nine-tenths of his" mafters, 
is a point I will not difcufs i but certain it is, that 
his acquiring any was foreign to his ftation, which 
ftriftly was no more than a head fcrvant of the Ze- 
mindar's, snd a fuperintendant of the writers and 
other fervants imployed in the revenues •, which 
ftation fomc one or other muft 611, without the 
Icall necelTity of his gaining power, name, or equU 
page; at leaft I wUl venture to affure your Ho- 
nour, &c. none (half, whilft I have the honour of 
being at the head of the office. 

Metre objefts to my charging him ten years on 
the fix farms ; to which I fay, that where a fraud 
of three years is proved upon him, I ftc no injuf- 
Uce in concluding, that fraud was extended fur- 
ther, when the means were equally in his power, 
though perpetrated, poffibly, by different methods. 
In this, I am fure, I treat him ftriftly conformable 
to his own laws, which himfelf has pleaded in his 
favour ; but this charge I will further illuflrate to 
your Honour in fimilar inftances, where his dan- 
deftinc gains have been much greater than thofc 
already laid before you. The Nimmuck Mahal, 
or Salt Farm, was farmed by Narratun Bifwafe, at 
1651 10 6 in the year 1751, under a ftrift ftipula- 
tion and order of the Zcmindary, that he was to 
levy a duty on that article only of 15^ annacs per 
cent, when his year expired. Metre fent for one 
Kamram Bofc, whom he took into his fervice, and 
placed in the management of that farm, telling 
him, the duty was now to be collci^cd on the 
Company's account, with orders to let him know, 
at the end of two or three months, what it pro- 
duced : this produce amounting, in the months of 
NovenUjcr, Peccmbcr, and January, to between 
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ooo and iboo Rapces, Metre takes the farm to 
hirafclf, in the name of one Conju Bofe ; and as 
an inftance of his merit and vigilance, advances to 
the Company 152 4 3 more than it farmed at the 
year before ; this farm has ever fince been in his 
hands, in fictitious names, at a Imall annual ad- 
vantt ; and he has, according to my information, 
made in thefe ten or eleven yean, a profit of at 
leaft 40,000 Rupees on this farm : the proofs of 
thismuft in- fome degree reft with your HonoiJr, 
&c. by ftfi£lly ordering the Amdanny and RufF- 
tanny accounts, or imports and exports of that 
article, to be laid before the Committee. When 
this farm wasTlaft year put up to public fale, by 
order of Mr. Burrow, your Honour, &c. may 
ficmark, it rofe from 3400 to 4034 Rupees; a 
llrong proof of the frauds committed in ic. 

The Vermillion Farm produced in 1738, Ru- 
pees 412 ; in 1739, Metre takes it at 200 -, and it 
has been ki his hands clandeftincly, in the names 
of his fervams, ever fince, and only raifed to 225. 
His profits on this farm, 1 am informed, during 
thefe thirteen or fourteen years, amount to Rupees 
30,tx)0 at leaft : the proof erf" which muft likewife, 
as in the laft article, reft on your Honour, &c. 
by ordering him to lay the accounts of both, on 
his oath, before the Committee. 

In the duty on Chinam, timbers, and fale of 
boats, I find, by cxtrads from the feveral AHam- 
tnees Books, Rupees 960 2 colle<£ted by Connu- 
ram Tagoor, from November laft to June inclu- 
£ve, of which there is only brought to credit 
annually about 300 Rapees i fo that there has 
been an annual fraud in it at leaft of 1000 Ru- 
pees : and I chink no body wiH fay or believe, 
that this ferv'ant of Metre's can have fecreted this 
annual fum. 

O 4 After 
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After all i it might have been imagined, that, 
fince the Company had been thus detraudcd in the 
annual fale or their farms, thofe Turns for which 
they were fold {howfocver kfs than their real value) 
would at leafl: have been brought to their credit ^ 
but on the contrary, I am {orry to advife your 
Honour, Sec. that has not been the cafe -, for hav- 
ing ordered the brft Mo(»ies I could employ, co 
draw out, by way of account current, a ftatement 
of the yearly amount of the Potiahs and the credits, 
astheyftar.d in the monthly account revenues, from 
1738 to November 1751, 1 find ho Icfs a fum 
than Rupees 7219, not brought to crcditj fo that 
it is too ftri(5lly verified, what I have btrforc afiertcd, 
that there has been no method uncllJtyed by chii, 
man, .where there was a poHIbility of his injuring 
the trult repofed in him. 

I have nothing men: to trouble your Honour, 
ice. with in reply to hii anfwcr of the 17th, than to 
aver, he has never been debarred infpei^ing any book 
whatever in the Cutcherry, that he m^ht think 
necc0kry for his defence -, and I have given orders, 
that he may take any copies from thence he pleafcs. 
His letter of the 24th needs no reply, as the con- 
futing it wholly depends on proofs to be laid be- 
fore [he Committee : for my own part, I muft 
once more repeat my opinion, that his frauds are 
too obvious CO afford a doubt ; but the moft con- 
vincing proof of them will appear in the increafe 
of the revenues, which points oat to me an ex- 
pedient for your Honour, ice's deliberation, that 
in my own judgment carries great equity with it, 
and would fave us from a mod tedious talk, which 
muft refult from a particular enquiry into every 
article of his frauds. 

I believe it can hardly be imagined, that, with 
our urmoft vigilance and atteniiqn, we (hall be able 
to nuke fo much ■ of the Company's revenues, as 
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fafls ben Indde of theot' wlUlft underhis manage^ 
iDcnc; notwithftuiding which, I would propofe. 
due he give ffood and fufficient fecurity to refund. 
two-tlurds .6f the nwdtum of the increale on two 
years revenues, commencing from the firft of. 
July taft ^ and the better to cftimate in what fum 
he fluU be obliged to give fecurity, I will fuppofe 
a medium increaic of jO,ooo Rupees, (and left, I 
will venture to fay, ^/ili tiot be, and yet the poor 
in matiy circuniftances relieved) tWo-thirds of which 
Ihall be deemed the fum the Company has been 
annually defrauded of, whilft the revenues have 
been under his conduifl ; hence the fecurity will be 
in the fum of 560,000 Rupees. ,1 am afrad your 
Honour, &c. will think me too indulgent to Metre 
in this propoljtion, as thet'e will be lo coQAderablc 
3 lofs of intereft to the Company : however, I will 
fubmit it, as it is, to your determination. Touch- 
ing the examination in council of AnderamDut, and 
Rogu Metre, 1 beg to be indulged a few words 
more, juft to obferve that the contefted accounts 
between them are foreign to my charge' ; it is enough 
that it is fupportcd by the confeifion of Rogu, Metre, 
and the depofitions of Anderam Dut, and Bulram 
Fodar; fo that 1 muA flill be of opinion, the Com- 
pany hnve an undoubted claim on Roju Metre for 
the 460 Rupees, asneicher he, norany oneclle, inmy 
judgment, can be juftiBed in making a property of 
the Company to reimburfe themfelves, even fup- 
pofinghehftd anyjulldemandon Anderam, which 
I have too much reafon to believe was not the cafe. 
I Kmatn, mod: refpedfuUy, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient humbk fcrvant. 

P. S. Since my clofing.rfie above, my Moories 

have brought me in their report of the deficiencies 

in the duty on exportation of Rice, by which I 

find tKe Company defrauded of Rupees 8605 8 6 

from 
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frotn Anno 1738, to April 1752, including 11 75 
15 6. Rupees, which fiand in his account frauds 
confeffcd. Permit me to remark, that as Metre 
has been hardf enough to embezzte fuch cmilider- 
able fums on the farms, and on this laft^mentioned 
article of duty on Rice exported, though both' 
under the check of an Englilh rcgiftcr, what 
bounds can we fuppolc reltramed him during the 
preceding 14. years on the whole of the revenues, 
when he had no check at all upon him : for I can 
trace no Cutchcrry accounts prior to 1738, If I- 
alk for the accounts of the Gunge before it was; 
farmed; I am told they were walhed away in thC' 
great ftorm i and if I enquire for any other accounts 
relative to -the revalues, antecedent to the above 
year, I- am -told the White Ants havedeftroyed 
them* I am, (ut fupra.) 

?V ibe HmoitrahU Roger. Drake, Efq; Prejident 
end Governor of Fort William, fc?c. Council, 

■ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
ift. TN obedience to your commands touching our 
J_ Honourable Matters letter of the i6th 
January 1752, I now lay before you, the rcfult 
of my enquiries into the feveral particulars rclapve 
to the office of the Zemindary, and ftaie of the 
Company's revenues j but as a fcrutiny of this 
kind is intirely new, and accompanied with very 
few traces to guide me in thcfcarcn, your Honour, 
&c. I hope will not think I have been tardy in 
the execution of your orders. As the tafk afligned 
me has really been a very heavy, though neceflary 
..one, yet I have had this fatisfailibn attending it, 
that thereby the Company's revenues will in future 
be put on fuch a footmg, that it will be fcarcely 
poffible for further depredations to be made on 
them of any confcqucnc^ as not only the board, 

but 
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but every fucceedin^ Zemindar, may at any rime, 
and at one view, acquire a knowledge of every 
branch of the Compan/s duticj. The accounts 
of which, to the minuteft arricle, are now kept in 
Englifh, by which means the Prcfident and Council' 
will have it in their power, to be a conflant check 
upon the Zemindar, as colleftor of the revendes, 
and the Zemindar on the fubordinate fervants of 
the Cutcherry, to whofe management (from the' 
fluftuaiing poft of tbe Zemindar, his deficiency' 
in the language, and the want of fome work o£ 
this kind) the revenues have in- a manner been 
abandoned, though unavoidably fo, from the 
above caufes. 

2d. A reply to the latter part of our Hcmourable 
Mailers Sm paragraph will with more propricfy- 
comc from your Honour, &c. however I muft begf 
leave juft to give you my thoughts on the fub-' 
jeft, which pofiibly may coincide widh your own,' 
otherwili; you will doubtlcfs reply toit more fully, 
and correft me where you think I may have erred.; 
As to a rehearing of any matter determined in the 
Cutcherry, to a certain value, 1 fubmit it to ydut 
Honour, &c. whether an eftabliftied order or rule 
of Cutcherry to this purport, would not be attended 
with the utmoft inconvenience j for as thcfe people 
are beyond doubt the moft litigious people exift- 
ing, it is as certain that no caufc to that value 
would ever be determined without a rehearing. 
At the fame time, permit me to obfcrve, that it is 
hardly to be imagmcd a Zemindar would rcfufe-to 
rehear any caufe, upon proper rcprcfcntations made 
to him i but our Honourable Matters will be 
convinced, from copy of the judicial proceedings 
tranfmitted them, that the Zemindar who purfuea 
the fame method, will need little check on his 
judgments regarding property-, for it will then! 
appear an invariable rule, to have every caufe de^ 
■ ' termined 
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teraiined by arbkraton of the paraes own chultng* 
unlcb in claims fo obvious as to admit of no con- 
t^ fuch as chofe arifing on mortgages. Sec. or 
thofe of very fmall value, where the parties are fo 
indigent as not to be able to pay the. fees on the 
arbitration bonds. And when the arbitrators 
happen to be equally divided in their judgments, 
the Zemindar interferes np farther than in nomi- 
nadi^ an umpire, who fhali be acceptable to both 
parties ^ but u objc<fted to by either, then each to 
fiOfninate an umpire, and chance to determine ;' 
but an inftance of thb lail: kind has not happened 
fiiux I have been in the office. Wherever it ap-' 
pears that the Zemindary embezzles the Company's 
iCTcnues, opprefTcs the p^ple, or is guilty of cor- 
ruptton in his judicial proceeding, our Honour- 
able Makers have left it to your Honour, &c. the 
tcdrcIGng thefe evils, by fufpending him from his 
wA } but an appeal from his judgments I do not 
' uaak. the nature of the office wul admit of, as they • 
are put in execution as foon as pronounced ^ but 
if your Honour, &c. think otherwife, I lliall mod 
cbearfiilly fubmit to any orders you Aiall tranfmic 
roc OD that head. Our Honourable Maftcrs, by 
otdcriog an Englilh regifter of the proceedings and 
fines to be regularly kept, and from time to time 
to be laid before you, and directing the afiGftancs 
to attend on Cutcherry days, appear to me to have 
been the beft checks on the Zemindar that could 
havei>een devifed ; to which permit me to recom- 
tnead to your Honour, &c. that you iifue an order 
from the board, that no Zemindar in future pre- 
fumc to determine any caufe privately at his own 
houie, but in public Cutcherry, as the contrary 
pradice may give a latitude to much iniquky. 

3d. Under your Honour's, &c. influence and 
orders, the incenuons of our Honourable Maffccrs 
as kt forth in chnr fecond paragn^h, are already 

W 
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In part pat in execution. The farms have been 
Iblci at public outcry, agreeable to their inftruc- 
tions, and the poor arc relieved by remitting £z 
rf the loweft farms, as producing little more ttt 
the Company than difcredit. The feafon being 
now arrived for meafuring the ground, my utmoft 
care and attention (hall be employed in putting our 
Honourable Matters orders on that head in execu- 
tion. In conformity to your Honour, &c. orders 
1 have made the ftrifteft fcrutiny into the revcral 
charges of Banians, writers, and other lenrants of 
the Cutcherry, under the denomination of Fikcs, 
Peons, and Buckferries ; alfo the charge of Chow- 
key Boats-, and for the rediiftion made in tbcfc 
articles, I refer you to thcfeveral monthly accounts - 
revenues for July, Augiift, September, and OSo- 
bcr, ready to be laid before you, as foon as the 
months of May and June are pafled in council : I 
have alfo made the like fcrutiny into the heavy 
char^ of repairing the roads, drains, &c. and 
making and repainng the leveral Cutcherry, and 
Chowkey houfes, the exorbitancy of which will 
bcft appear from the future charges in thefc par- 
ticulars. ' And to illullratc the benefit arifing to 
our Honourable Employers from your orders touch- 
ing the monthly charges Zemindary, I beg leave 
to inform your Honour, &c, that I have lakea 
the medium of the laft three years nominal and 
real current charges of this office, as being the 
loweft, and find it amount to Current Rupees 
29818 per annum: the charge of fervants under 
every denomination, and Chowkey Boats, fl-ands 
for Oftober reduced to i^6j Rupees per mcnfem, 
(or thereabouts, for it is impofCblc to fpecify with- 
in five or ten Rupees) or 18804 Current Rupees 
per aanum i to this I will add the large allowance 
cf J20O Rupees per annum, account repairing the 
roads. 
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roads, &c. and nuking and repairing the leveral 
Ciitcherries and Chowkey houfcs, and oiher inci- 
dental charges ; which makes the whole annual 
charges Zemindary amount only to 20,004 Ru- 
pees, from which I think it cannot vary 200 Ru- 
pees. Thus I have the pleafurc of demonftrating to 
your Honour, &c. an annual faving of near 10,000 
Rupees. And if the prelcDC charge can in any 
fhape, with propriety, be further reduced, my ui> 
moll endeavours fhall not be wanting. In r^ard 
to the latt part of this paragraph, and part of the 
third, I have only to obferve to your Honour, &c. 
for the information of our Honourable Matters, 
.that the Duflutary, or 10 per cent, on the annud 
fale of the farms, from the bcft intelligence I can 
acquire, has been exa<5ted from the farmers, (I be- 
lieve with the knowledge of the board) by every 
Zemindar (Mr. Jackfon excepted) as an cfta- 
blilhed fee or perquilite ; but how this cuftom ob- 
tained, or by what appointmeqc it became efta- 
bli{hed, I cannot learn. Be this as it may, it will 
require very few words to demonftrate, the Com- 

ry have fuffered this dedudUon on their farms 
thirteen or fourteen years, and that they, and 
not the farmers, have been the lofers. The value 
affixed to each farm has been in Current Rupees i 
but the Dufftitary colleded has been always in 
Madrafs Rupees, (the Gunge excepted) which is 
adding 10 per cent, upon the Duflutary. This 
- article is now brought to the credit of the Com- 
pany, and points out another gain of Current 
Rupees 6457, as per account Tales of the farms 
sotn Oftobcr, already before you. I have only 
to add, that every Cutcherrjr allowance, fee, and 
perquifue, formerly appropriated to the Zemin- 
dar, are now alfo duly brought to the Company's 
credit. 

-1th, 
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4th, Our Honourable Mafters 5th paragraph 
remains now only to be fpoke to, wherefn we are 
dircfted to tranfmit them a particular defcription 
of the ieveral branches of duty belonging to the 
Zcmindary, with the feveral articles of revenue, 
under the inlpe£Hon of the Zemindar, and explain 
the nature of them. To make this defcription the 
more intelligible, I think it expedient to divide the 
whole of the Company's revenues under three heads, 
viz. Ground-rent, Farms, and the feveral duties 
arifing on articles not farmed, but collefted daily, 
and arifmg from the current tranfadtions of the 
Cutcherry. Touching the firft head, I imagine I 
fhalt have occafion to addrefs your Honour, &c. 
fergely, when I have compleaicd the meafurcment 
of the ground ■, fo that'what I lay before you now 
on this, fubjeft, I take as Handing at prefent on the 
Cutcherry books, and would only have it eftcemcd 
as a {hort introduS:ion to that period. 

The town of Calcutta is divided into four prin- 
cipal diftrifls, under the denominations of Dee Cal- 
cutta (under which Jebtt Nagere is included) Co- 
vindpeorty Soota Nutty^ and Bazar Calcutta ; to 
each of which, and to the great Bazar, are appro- 
priated a diftind Cutcherry, whofe accounts are 
all tranfmitted to, and center in the great Cut- 
cherry of Dec Calcutta. Thefe four diftrifls con- 
tain 54725 Bega of ground, feach containing 20 
Cotu) on which the Company receive ground-rent 
at 3 Sicca Rupees per Bega per annum, fome few 
places excepted, hereafter to be fpecified, which 
pay a lefs rent. Exclufive of the above 5472^ 
Bega, the Company poffefs 733 Bega, which pay 
no ground-rent. The diftribution of ground that 
pays rent, and that which pays none, is as fol- 
lows, viz. 
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Within the Company's bounds, there is alfo 
ground poflbffed by ■ proprietors, Indiependant of 
our Government, to the amount of about '305O 
Bcga, accoidiag to the exaiScft: eftimate I can at 
prefcnt make, viz. _, 

^ The 
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The diftrift of Simlea - looo 

Molunga - ' 800 

Mirz«poor 1000 

Hogulcourca a, go 

B. 30.-1O 

Thefe 3050 Bega, calculated agreeably to the fore- 
going proportion, will be found to contain 5267 
houl^ ; which, added to thofe under the Com- 
pany's prote^ion, will make the whole amount of 
faoufcs 14.718. I add them together, bccaufe tSey 
equally contribute to the confuinption of thole 
articles, on which the Company's revenues arife. 
The independence of the above four diftrids arofe 
from the towns originally belonging to different 
proprietors ; and when the Phirmaund gave us a 
grant to purchafe thefe towns, with the reftridion 
of latisiying the Zemindars, fome of them could 
not be prevailed upon to alienate theirs : fo thac 
jn confequencc ihey have remained diftin£t and 
independant ever fmce. The proprietors of the 
above 14718 houfes, for diltindtion fake, I wil} 
call Principal Tenants, or Holders of Pottas t 
who have again their lodgers or under-tenants, 
within the limits of their refpeftive Pottas, in the 
following proportion on an average, agreeably to 
the cxa&dx judgment I can make, as wcU as the 
bcft information 1 h&ve acquired, viz. each princi- 
pal PoLta-holder, who poUefles 1 Bega of ground, 
has five under-tenants who hold of him ; there- • 
fore, adding the 3050 Bra;a cont^ned in the four 
independant towns, to the 5472 Bega, the pro- 
perty of the Company, the whole amount of Bega's 
will be 8522 ; and this again multiplied by fix, 
will give the number of houfes that are properly in 
Calcutta, viis. 51 132; and this fum again multi- 
plied by 8, a very moderate eftimate of the inha- 
bitants contained in each houfe, it gives the num- 
ber of fouk, in Calcutta, viz. 409056 conftant in- 
F habitants. 
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habitants, without reckoning the muhitadetfiat d^Y 
come in and return, but yet who add to the con- 
fumption of the place. I will trouble your Ho- 
nour, &c. at prefent on thb fubjed):, no farther 
than jufl to reduce the Bega into Englifh meafure, 
and point out to our Honourable Matters the ex^ 
tent of ground they poflefs in this fettlement. The 
Bega is in length 126 I feet, which, multiplied 
into itfelf, gives 16,002 fquare feet in a fquare 
Bega i an acre contains fquare feet 43,560 : there- 
fore a Bega is to an Acre, as 367 xo 1000, or as 
II to 30 the nearcft. 

5th. The farms come next under confideration j 
and iirft of the Gunge, or Mondy Bazar, fttuated 
in the diftrift of Govindpoore. Touching this 
article, I can obtain no accounts prior to the year 
1738, all preceding accounts of it being (as I am 
told) deftroycd in the great ftorm. This farm has 
produced to the Company, fincc it was firft farmed, 
as follows, viz. 

A" 1758 — 6joi Brought forward, Rt. 62641 
<739 — 6505 1746 — 13101 

1740 — 901S 1747 — 17001 

1741 — 6655 1748 — 18103 
■ 1743 — 665; 1749 — '4^4 

1743 — 7600 1750 — lOIOO 

1744 — 8500 1751 — 12010 

1745 — 112CO 1752 — 32760 

62641 Current Rs. 169921 TbemediDs 
11328 per 

The fevcral articles on which 3 duty is collcfied 
at the Gunge, are. Rice, Paddy, Gram, and all 
other kinds of Grain; as alfo on Tobacco, Gee, 
Matts, Poultry, Bay Leaves, Thread, Beeds, 
Cloth, Oil, Gunnys, Copofs, Seeds, Bcatlenuc 
exported : in ftiort, on every article that comes 
within the denomination of common food, or the 
common necelTarles of life. The duty collected 
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by the Fariiw of the Gunge on Rice, at i Maund 
per Rupee, is thft neareft 8 per cent, and on every 
other article 3 Pices Sicca per Rupee, or i Rupee 
9 Annaes per cent. Concerning this farm, I /hall 
trouble your Honour, &c. with nodiing more 
iierc, as I (hall again fpeak to it in.fome generai 
remarks on the farms, after I have particularized 
each of them, to which I fhall now proceed in the 
order of their fales the 20th of Odtobcr laft. 

6th. Soota Nutty Market, and Suba Buzaf» 
have yielded, fincc they were ficft farmed, as fol- 
lows, viz, / 

A" 1738 — 350+ Brought fofwan], Ra. 3011; 
^739 — 3589 174JS — 4i7i 

J740 — 3397 >747 — 4370 

*74» — 40" 1748 — 44" ' 

1743 — 3S31 , 17+9 — 4599 

>743 — 37S8 1750 — 4849 

^744 — J99' «7S' — So^^o 

*^*' ~ *33« »7S* — 7S"> 

30115 - Current Ri. 65037 Medium 

— — per ann. 

483s izf. 

Soota Nutta Market is held twice s Week, viz. 
on Thurfdaya and Sundays, on which a duty is 
coUcfled by the Farmer, viz. 



Retailers of Cowrees 


Chinam - Shops 


Cotton Thread 


Tobacco - ditto 


Apothecaries 


Shops 


Fire-wood ditto 


Oil 


ditto 


Straw 


Hard-ware 


ditto 


Matts 


Tyar - 


ditto 


Bamboos 


Milk . 


ditto 


Braziers Shops 


Jaggree - 


ditto 


Beetlenut ditto 


Sweetmeat 


ditto 


Greens 


Smiths 


ditto 


Sugar-canes 


Silvcrfmith 


ditto 


Plantien Shops 


JBeetle 


dino 


TamariiKl ditto 




P 


2 Cucum^ 
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J/. Cucumber's Shops Salt ' Shops 

' ' Fifhmongen Cloth - ditto 

Tiees Rice - ditto 

Roafted Rice Shops Venifon • ditto 
Weavers - ditto Shoe-makers ditto 
Focters - ditto Paddy. 
Thefe feveral articles have an eftablifhed charge 
or rate, from one Gunda of Cowries to 6 Fund 
per ditm^ on each Ibop, bundle, bag, or piece, 
according to the diffcfeat value and Ipccies of 
goods. 

' Gram, ^Imported from Houghley, and 

Horfe ditto, / other places up the. River, 

Muftard Seed, f pays 6 Gunflas'orCowrces 

"Wheat, J pn each Rupee. 

Oil, Ghee, Gram, Wheat, &c. imported from 

Arung Gotta, each boat 3 Madrafs Rupees. 

Gram imported from the country round, pays 6 

Fice on each Sicca Rupee, or %Vi.2per cait. 

Sugar, on each Bag, - % Annaes, 

Ghee, on each Duppcr, - 6 Ditto, 

Honey, on each Ditto, - 2 Ditto. 
Coarfe Fs. goods pay a duty from 4 to 15 Gun- 
das on each piece. Rice retailers pay 15 Chitants, 
or \i of a Seer, on each Rupee worth. 

■ I have been the mQre particular on this market, 
t'lar I'may nrit be under the neceffiry ef fpecifying 
f J 'mihutclythc articles on which the duty is col- 
l.-fted in the other markets' snd" bazars, as they are 
n'arly the fame; and the fanwi eftimarion of duty 
will in general hold with vefy little difierencc 1 
only, for the information of fuch of our Honour- 
able Mailers as have not been converfant with thcfe 
parts, I will add, that a Gunda is 4 Cowrees,- 20 
Gundas i l^und, 16 Purtds' i Cowand, and a 
Cowands 10, 13, or 13 Flinds, (according to the 
*! value of Cowrees) make one RupccArcot. ^ta 

Nuttjr 
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Nutty market, and Suba Bazar, have been gencr 
rally held by the fame peHbn, as the one may be 
called the key to the other: and if in different 
hands, would occafiDnenBlefs- difpuces i the arti- 
cles on which a duty is collected in' Suba Bazar are 
nearly the iame.as in the market, though Hn a Jcfs 
' <]uantity, and in. more retail way. ' 

7th/ Connefted with the foregoing Market and 
Bazar,' are the following feven farms ; for iliey 
have been generally, for the above reafons, held 
by the fame perfon, as being all in the diftrift of 
Sooty Nutty, though fold feparately, and now in 
one lot; viz. Baag Bazar Market, Baag Bazar, 
Charles Bazar Market, Charles Btzar, Doobapar- 
rah'Bizar, " Haui:colla\Ba2«r, and Soo'ta. Nutty's 
burthened, oxen. ' Thefe different Markets and 
Bazars have produced, from their bcir^ Brll 
farmed, as follows, viz. 
A" 1 7 38 — ii;sBroogbt forward, R?. 11389 

I7J9 — 1364 174.6 — 1560 

1740 — 589 1747 — i5r9 

1741 — 617 1748 — i6iz 

1742 — 189, 1749 — 1697 ■ '' 
'743 — '84J >?So — 173' 

1744 — 1B79 1751 — 1761 

»74S — '939 '7SZ — ^°°^ 

113S9 CiurCDtRs. 33271 Mediam 

1551 6 41 

per ann. 
The duties levied in thefe Bazars and Markets, as 
well as the articles on which they are levied, fo 
nearly refemble thofe already fpecified, that it is 
ncedlefs troubling your Honour, &c. with the 
particulars. Soota Ntiity's Koora Pacha, or bur- 
dened Oxen, is levied as follows ; 

Every tenant who keeps oxen, to convey mer- 
chandize out and into the town, pays the 
farmer, 8 a. 6 p.' per each oxen per annum ; 
*"''h Vhefe exceptions, that ihgfe employed ihj'. ■; 
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the Salt Trade pay only 6 A. 6 P. pv annum 
each'i and thofe employed to import and ex- 
port Meal, to pay only 3 Annaes Sicca each, 
per annum. 

8th. The Great Bazar, under the diftrift of Dec 
Calcutta, is farmed out in three partitions, (but 
.generally held by the fame perfon) under the heads 
of, firft, Jow Bazary, or duty on greens, filh^ 
roots, pans, &c. common neceHaries of life, as to 
food and utenfils. adly. Iron, gee, fugar, beetle- 
nur, &c. merchandize. And gdly, the duty of 
Koyally or Jouldary. The firft of thele is farmed 
in November with the reft of the farms, but the 
ad and id in April. The Jow Bazary has pro- 
duced, unce it was firft farmed, viz. 

A" 1738 — ifijo Biought forward, Rt. 15536 

1739 — 2-29 '7+6 — Eifjj 

1740 — 1983 1747 — 118s 
174. — 1765 1748 — ZiSs 

1 741 — i8c+ 1749 — Z400 
»743 — 199+ "7i° — Z4CO 



'f4S- 



^5536 Current Rs. 33091 Medium 

■ ■ ■■■ zioft I 
per aan. 



the duties collcfted by the farmer en the above 
mentioned articles are nearly in the fame propor- 
tion as fpccified in my fixth paragraph. 

9th. The 2d partition of the Great Bazar is the 
duty on iron, gee, fugar, &c. the Pattah for which, as 
well as for the Jouldary, does not expire till April 
next. Thb farm has produced, fincc it was firft 
farmed, as follows, viz. 
A" 1738 — noi Brought fi>rward, Rs. 4568 
"739 — "SS ' "74* — ";o 

1740 — iij5 1743 — 1150 

1741 — 1156 1744 — i;do 



4568 Car. forward Cur. Ri. 8i( 
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Bfouelit forwt Ri. 8i6S Broaghtforwari}, Rt* ijjz; 

- A" 17+5 •— 1310 1749 — 1367 

1746 — 1347 1750 — 1662 

'7+7 — '34S '75' — *'«> 

1748 T- 134.; '75' — "°o 

13515 CarrentR). 10754 Medium 

133397 

pn son. 

R. a; p. 

>ron payc a^ut^ of > 'S 3 bodi when imported & exp. 

fiallaroreflonedilhespay 16 o o per 100 difhei. 
Diito. ditro, cupi, 8 o o per loo cups. 

Beetlenutpaysaducyof 1 15 3 percent, both impom&exp. 

Pepper, Copper, Tootenague, Lead, Dammer, 
Cotch, Chaoks, pay a duty of 2 per cent, on im- 
pons and e^orcs. 

Sugar pays 4 Annacs, per each Oxen Load of 
2 Bags. 

f5ec pays 8 Annaes, 6 Funds per each Oxen , 
Load. 

Honey, Wheat, and Wax, 2 per cent, on im- 
ports and exports. . 

Oil and Jaggree, . 2 Seer per each Oxen Load, 
and 5 Pund for each Ox: 

Ophjrim, 2 per cent. 

Rice and Grain iniportcd, 2 Seers, 8 Chittack, 
per each Oxen Load. 

Ditto, Ditto, exported, i Seer, 4 Chittack, per 
Rupee. 

Gram, imported, pays 6 Funds, i Cowrie, per 
Rupee. 

Turmerick, Ginger, Sandle "Wood, Red Lead, 
Long Pepper, Saltpetre, Lack, Gunnys, &c. fun- 
dries, pay n duty 2 per cent. 

Tobacco imported, pay 2 Annaes, 3 Fs. per 
Oxen Load. 

Ditto, exported, 2 per cent, and 2 Pgnds of 
Cowries for each Ox. 

V 4 Braft 
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Brafs plates pay a duty of 8 Annaes per Maund, 
on both imporcs and exports. 

loth. The third partition o£ the Great Buzar* 
farmeJ in the month of April, is the Joutdary, or 
Weighoian's dury, of i Seer 4 Chittacks, per 
Rupee, levied on all Rice, Paddy, Gram, Wheat, 
-&c. Grain imported in the Great Buzar. This 
duty has produced to the Company, fince the Rrft 
farming, viz. 

A" 1738 — 716 BrougKt forward, R» 6873 
"739 — 7'7 '746 — n6+ 



1740— 716 


1747 — 1164 


'74' — 73' 


1748 - 1180 


1741 — 1108 


1749 - 1119 


1743 — 7°o 


•7S0 — '337 


1744 — i'3^ 


■ 1751 — igtxJ 


174s — '»39 


1753 — 1900 


6E73 


Current Ri 16737 Medium 




l«r «Dn. 



lith. Go'j'tndpeore Markety Beggum Bazar, and 
Geftolloh Bazar, are iAA in one lot, and have been 
^ncrally held by the fame perfon, as lying nearly 
contiguoui to each other. They have pro^iuad to 
th-' Ccmpnny, fince their being firfl: farmed, as 
follows, viz. 



" 1738 — 991 


Brou 


ght forward, Rs 9906 




1739 - i-S* 




1746 — 1567 




1740 — 1150 




1747 — 1708 




1741 — logfi 




1743 — 1868 




1742 — iic5 




1749 — 2048 




174,1! — t^(-i 




I7S0 — jioo 




1744 — '4i'8 




17)1 — 190^ 




'74> — '56S 




175; — 1305' 












9906 




Current Rs 23407 


Medium 
1560 6 4 



Govindpoorc Market is held twice in a week, 
viz. on Tucltiays and Saturdays ; and the articles 
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on wlucfa a duty U levied by the Farmer are neail/ 
the lame as in Soou Nutty 'Market ; the duties 
from 4 Gundas to 6 P.io G. <n each piece, 
bundle, bafket, or fhop, per diem, according to 
the di^rent value, confumption, or eftimation of 
the goods. 

i2th, Lell Buzar, and Santofe Buzar^ £tuate in 
the diftri^t of Dee Calcutta, have yielded co the 
Company % viz. 
A" 1738 — 1584 BroDght fornmMl, Ri 1482J 

'739 — >78o '7+6 — 161S ' 

1740 — i8s7 '747 — 'joo 

1741 — 1640 
'74* — 179* 
174.3 — «I5S 

•74+ - "AS 
1745 — 1660 

14813 Corrent R* 37;3j Meclliun 

1834 13 9 

per ann. 

The articles and duties nearly the fame as already 
particularized in the other Bazars. 

13th, Nimmuek Mobuk or the Salt Farm, fituated 
in Sooty Nutty, has produced, fince it was firit 
farmed : viz. 

h" 1738 — 316 Brought forward, Ri 10498 

1739 — ^^7 '746 — 1900 

1740 — 723 1747 — "01 

1741 — 1651 1748 — aoij 
1741 — 1651 1749 — 2100 
1743 — iSj; I7S0 — 1400 
174+ — 181S '7S" ■— 4030 
'74S — »9«> '75* — S'SO 

10498 CuncDlRi 30104 Medium 

■ aoo6 14 ti. 

The duty levied on Salt impotte i and exported, 
at 3 Pice Sicca per Rupee, or 3 Kupees 2 
Annacs per Cent. 

Jouldary, 



r "» r 

Joilldary, or Wdghman, 6'-Antiaes Sicca per 

Mauhd. ' 
On Oxen employed in this fcrwice, i Ropee per 

' to Oxen. ■ 
Retailers of Salt' pays 2 Annaes Sicca per S 

Maund. 
There, is an exeipption on alt Salt imported on 

account of Cojar Wazeid, who pajts only i 

Rupee per % Maund, both on Salt imported 

and exported. 
The whole duty levied on Salt anounts tt 3 

Rupees 15 Annaes per cent. 

i4.th. Dee Calcutta's Market^ and thp Duty on 
the Loads, and Sale in BaHcets, have produced, 
fince it was firft farmed ; viz. 



V 1738 - 578 


Broaght 






'rii - 577 




17+6 — 513 




I74q — 60s 




"747 — S97 




1741 — 605 




1748 - 648 




'742 — 4'a 




1749- 6!z 




>743 — 700 




1750 — 703 




•744 — 47S 




I7SI — 7«S 




■74S — 7=0 




1751 — 6zo 












4'S« 




CorwDt R89130 


M«lmm 
60S la 



Dee Calcutta Market is held in the Chourangey 
Road, leading 10 Coltegot. Articles atid Duties 
as in other Markets already fpecified. The duty 
on the Roads had its rife on this occafion t Collegpt 
Market and Govindpoore Market being held both 
on a Saturday, numoers of the tenants refbrting to 
Collegot Market, to (he injury of that at Govind- 
poore, it was found nccclTary to check this refort, or 
counterbalance it, by levying a tax on every article 
imported from Collegot, in proportion to that levied 
on the fame articles at Govindpoore Market. The 
Duty on Salt imported in bafkets on Cooleys heads. 
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is 7 jG. I of Cowries, and one handful of -Salt : an4 
when refold or exporced, it pays a duty to the 
Salt Farm, of 3 Pice Sicca, per Rupee. _ 

1 5th, Sam Bwzar, and New Buzafy both fituated 
in Dee Calcutta, and -now thrown into "one lot, 
have produced to tlie Company, fince tKey were 
firll farmed, as follows ; iviz. 

A", I738-— U37 Bioagkt forward, Ri 13304 



1739 


— 


'340 


1743 


— 


>39' 


1741 


— 


1427 


1741 




1450 


1743 


— 


,8.5 


^744 


— 


»993 


'74S 


— 


1571 



1746 — 213J 




>747 — »434 




1748 — 1483 




1749 — =483 




1750 — 2833 




)7S> — 4600 




I7S3 — 4SOO 




Carrmt Rs 34920 


MHmm- 




2518 Ann. 



13304 



16th, Jobri Buzar, znd Burtholk Btfzarf fituated 
in Dee Calcutta, and from their neighbourhood, 
■united in one Farm, have produced as follows, viz. 



A« 1738 — 550 


Broagh 


forward, Rs 45S6 




J739 — S77 




1746 — 600 




1740 — 576 




1747 — 602 




1741 — 576 




J74S — 7^; 




1742 — S76 




1 749 — 6z4 




"743 — 577 




1750 — 1324 




1744 — S77 




I7S1 — 1124 




?74S — 577 




I7S? — 1836 












4586 




Current Rs 11421 


Medium 
761 6 4 



Articles and Duties as in other Bazars. 

I ^■th, GJafs-Makers Farm has prpdijced, fine? it 
was firft fannied, as follows ; viz. 
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A* 1738. — 14; . Brought fiwwardf Rs 1598 

'739— '49 '746 — 38* 

1740 — tSj :■■•■: 1747 — 380 

1741 — 478 - 17+8 — 4W 

1742 — 3IO '749 — 400 
'7+3 — 5-6 . '750 — S<" 
»74+ — 396 17s " — SSO 
1745 — 4'0 '75» — »6s 

9598 CorrcDt Rs 6C73 Medium 
■ -^ 404 13 10. 

To the Farmer is grjiiced the fole right of manu- 
fafturing this Article j and whoever is proved to fct 
up any mop, or otherwife interfere in it, without 
his licence, i^ liable to Hne and imprilbnment. 

i8ih, The VermilioH-Farm has produced, fince 
it was ^rll farmed, as fuliows, viz. 

A" 1738 — >IS Brought forward, Rs 177; 

1739 — 200 1746 — 21s 

1740 — 215 1747 — 32S 

1741 — 22s 1748 — 2:0 

174! — 22S "749 — »■» 

>743 — "S '750 — «oo 

'744 — »*S '75' — "o 

»74S — g'5 '75^ — 9M> 

1775 CarKOt Rt 392; Medium 
823 I. 

The fole manufafturing this Article is alio 
granted to the Farmer, as above. 

1 9th. The Caulker's Farm has produced, .fince 
it was lirft farmed, as follows, viz, 
A". 1739 — S63 Brought forward, Rs 7691 



1739- 864 


1746 — 800 




1740 — pgi 


1747 — 800 




1741 — 99' 


1748 — 800 




1742 — 991 


'749 — S«» 




1743 — 1100 


1750 — 500 




1744 — 991 . 


I7SI — 525 




174s — 9C0 


,752— 730 










769' 


CunentR! 11346 


MrdiDm 
8=3 .. 



The right of exercifine the Ship- Caulker's bufi- 
nefs is folcly invefled In tnc Farmer, who gives his 
licence to the Wockera,. and receives a ftated tax 
from them of i Pund d Cowries per diem, and 
lo Gundas on ckch Rupee their labour produces. 

20th. The tobacco Shops were not farmed till the 
year 1740, Dnce when they have yielded as follows, 
viz.' ' - '■' 

A" 1740 ^ 150 Bnught forward, Rs -to^S 

1741 — 143 1747 — •« 

1741 — 143 1748 — HJ 

• 743 — 143 '74$ — "3 

1744 — 1+3 17SO — 148 

1745 — 143 i7;i — 123 
^. ■ ■ 1751 — 200 

1008 " ■ — 

CunvDt R> 18S8 Medium 
iij ,3 6 

The Farmer has the fole right of vending this 
article in the Bazars, and no Ihop can fell ic that 
is not licenfed by him. - • 

2ift. Bang Shop's F^m has produced, fincc it 
was Brfl: farmed, as follows, ndz. 

A" 1738 — lioi Brought forward, Rs 12742 



1739 — IIOI 


174^ — 1900 




1740 — 1521 


1747 — 1900 




1741 — IS99 


J748— 1700 




1742 — 1700 


1749 — '700 




1743 — 1980 


1750 — 1700 




'744 — 184' 


i7;i — 1725 




»74S — ^9°° 


],jZ _ ly^o 










I1741 


Current R» 2S«)7 


Medium 
1675 2 I A*. 



This farm b conduftcd on the reftridlions with 
the Tobacco Shops. 

22d. The Earn 4 ^^ Chefi-Makers commenced 
not till the year r748, and has yielded as follows, 

iHz. '"* ■ 3 
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'748 


_ _ _ 


50 


1749 






17^0 


— . — — 


7D 


I7SI 


_____ 


72 


1752 


^— — — 


75 




Carrent Rs 


327 



Medium p;r 
Ann. 65 6 ^ ■ 
Every pcrfon eoiploycd in this bufinefs, is in thQ 
fervice of the Farmer, or works by his licenfe. 

23d. The Red-Lead Farm has fubfiftcd only 
■fincc 1746. The article of Lapis Tutiae Is now, 
for ihe firil time, added to it \ the Farm of the 
Red-Lead has produced, fince it was firft fanned, 
as follows, v/2. 

At 1746 — — — 2or 



1748 


_ jj, 


"749 




1750 




'7!" 


— — — ■3" 


■7!2 


2,5 








Current Ri 1270 



Median p«r 
Ann. 181 6 itj 
The fole right of this Manufacture is appropriated 
to the Farmer, nor can any one engage in it with- 
out his licence, for which he receives 2 Rupees per 
Menfem for each Furnace. 

Z4th. The Dammtir and Oakum was Brit farmed 
Id the year 1746, and has produced, v;z. 
A" 1745 — — — 336 
1740 — — — 400 

1747 — — — 4H 
,748 — 436 

»749 — — — 500 

,750 _ _ _ 540 

17s I — — — 080 

,752 _ _ _ 940 

Current Rs 4156 lAtHam pe)( 
- - " '- — Aaa. 53J 

i;,.,N,-rrili,G(.)*.)^lc 
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The fok right for vending thefc articles is- in- 
vcfted in the Farmer, and none can deal in [hem 
without his licence, 

15th. Dee Calcutta and Govin^oore's burdened 
oxen have produced, fince it was firft farmed, a;; 
follows, I'iz. 
A" 1738 — 19Z Brought forward, Rapeea ij;4 

1739 — 133 J746 — 33d 

1740 — iga 1747 — 230 

1741 — 191 1748 — 240 

1742 — 17s 1749 — 300 

1743 — 220 - 1750 — 3SO 

1744 — 230 1751 — I9Z 
«7+S — ^3° >7S» •- S7S 

1554 Current Rupeei 3671 Medium 
244 '1 « 

Every perfon who keeps oxen for burden, with- 
in the diftrifts of Dee Calcutta and Govindpoore, 
pays annually a tax to the farmer, of fix An- 
naes each. 

26ih. Die Calcutta and Bazar Calcutta's ferry- 
boats have produced, fmce it was firll farmed, as 
follows, viz. 

A" 173S — IJ3 Bfoaghtlbiward, Rupees 1233 

'739 — >S+ 1746 — »S5 

1740 — IS5 r747 — ISS 

>74> — >SS '748 — ISS 

1742 — ISS '749 — ^SS 

'74J — 'SS 17SO— >" 

• 744— IS» I7S' ^ 'i54 

•745 — ISS '7S» — 'OS 

1233 Current Rupees 2:90 Medittm 
• 152 IP 8 

The farmer of the ferry-boats of Dee Calcutta 
and Bazar Calcutta receives. 

For each pailenger, four Gundas of Cowries. 

For 
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For each bafket of greens, &c. ten Gundas. 
For each cow, calf, horfe, &c. one Fund. 

27th. F/rf'JiTerjt farm has produced, finceitwas 
firft farmed, as follows, v/z. 
A* 1738 — 64 Brought fofward, Rapee» 517 

1739 — 70 1746— S6 

1740 — 71 17+7— $S 

1741 — 72 1748—66 
'74» — 7! '749 — 4* 
'743 — $6 1750 — 59 
'744 — S9 '75' — *' 
»74S — 49 '7S* — 'SO 

517 Current Rupeei 997 Medinm 
■ 66 7 s 

The manufafturing and vending all fire-works 
are invefted in the farmer, who gives his licence to 
others, on receiving a confideration fatisfaifhuy co 
the panics. 

28th. Conneded with Suba Bazar, were two 
fmalt Bazars, the one fituaTc at Harry Naut Du- 
wan's ft^rs, and the other at Patrea Got, or the 
Stone ftairs j thefe were always the perquifite of 
the Zemindar's Banian, and produced annually to 
the Company from 95 to 99 Rupees-, they have 
now, by your Honour, &c's permiHien, been 
thrown into one farm, under the title of Ram 
Bazar, and produced, the 20th of October, 510 
Rupees for the prefent year. 

29. The duty on chinam and timbers imported, 
is now, for the firft time, by your permifllon, 
farmed out, on rcprcfcntation of the frauds com- 
mitted by the collectors of this duty, (vide pro- 
ceedings Zcmindary, under dare the 8th inftani) 
it has fold this year for Current Rupees 497, 
more than double what has ever been brought to 
credit. The farmer levies two per cent, oa all 
chinam and timbers imported. 

30th. The 
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30th. The purcha/ing and vending old iron, 
tea-catcys, and old nails* was iirft farmed Anno 
1 75 1, for Rupees 60 ; its pattah expired the firft 
inilant, and then fold fot Rupees 565^ 

I have now gone through the ieveral branches 
of the Revenues, contained under my fecond head 
of the farms, and b^ teaVe to Jay before youf 
Honour, Sec. at one view, in what degiee the/ 
have increafed, from the year 1738. 



Anno 1738 


— 


— 


— 


2286c 
a4ijS 


1739 


— 


— 


— 


1740 


— 


— 


— 


3749S 


l?+i 








:^;5i 


1 741 


^- 


— 


— . 


"743 


— 


— 


— 


3021a 


174+ 


— 


~ 


— 


35764 


17+S 








1746 


— 


_ 


— 


367-" 


747 


— . 


— 


— 


4"'S4 


.748 








43120 


^749 


— 


— 


__ 


391M 


I7SO 


— 


— 


— 


37«6 


I7JI 








44941 


I7SJ 


— 


— 


— 


60599 



Aod fuppofing the remaining two partitions of 
the great Bazar lell in April next for 5000 (vhich 
15 the leaft I wUl fuppofe) your Honour, &c. will 
faavc the pleafure of feeing die farms under your 
' influence produce 65599 Rupees, a further gain 
to our Honourable Mafters (for this year at leaft) 
of 20658. We fee above, the farms, fince 1738 
to 1751 inclufive, have increafed (within a trifle) 
in a duplicate proportion j and how the net balance 
of the revenues annually paid into the treafury wiH 
anfAer this proportfon, is a circumftance J will 
beg leave to difcufs, when I have gone through 
my third head of ihofe articles not farmed our, 
arUing from the current tranfaftions of the Cut- 
cherry. 

Q^ 3 2d. The 
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32J. The third head of the rerenucs confifls in 
the following articles, viz. 

1. Doty on piece goods. 

2. Fines. 

3. EtUck. 

4. Sale of boats and Hoops. 

5. Sale of (laves. 

6. Pottahs. 

7. Arbitration bonds. 

8. CommilTions on recovery of debts. 

9. General relea&s. 

10. Mortgage bonds. 

11. Marriages. 

12. Rufley Sallamy. 

1 3. Sallamy on floops. 

14. Mooriannocs. 

15. Duty on exportation of liquors. 

16. Licence for a treat. 

17. Order for beat of drum. 

1 8. Duty on exportation of rice. 

All which I Ihall explain to your Honour, &c. 
as di{Hn£Uy as poflibly I can: as there ts not one 
of them, in which there has not been manifeftly 
very confiderable frauds committed by fome body 
or other; and muft unavoidably be fo, without 
the utmoft vigilance of the Zemindar, 

33d. The Company levy a duty of two per 
cent, on all piece-goods fold in the Bazars, which 
are not imported under their duftick. To point 
out the frauds committed by the coUeftors of this 
duty, I (hall take the prodiSce arifmg from May 
1749, to April 1752, as they exceed former 
credits. ' 



Abstract" 



Abstkact of the dutf on Fiece-Goodi, tt ul(ia 
from Account Revcnim. 

i?«. May 75 o * 

}uDe — — 75 o 9 

«ly JS « • 

Anfuu — — Js 9 

September — — 35 »$ J 

Oaober — — ?! 8 j 

November — — "174 it 6 

December — — ito 3 6 

1750. Januwy — — 35 14 O 

Febnuiy — — 77 o 6 

March — .^ 40 II 

April — — 163 7 



I7S0.- Mxy — . — SI g o 

Tone — — 77 3 o 

•jalj 30 « 9 

Aagnft — ^ 31 2 9 

Smember — — 59 7 3 

Oftober — — 7; 10 o 

November — — 171 5 6 

December — — 44 i) 6 

1751. Januaiy •— — 60 11 9 

Febniarj ^ ■ ^ 43 3 

Mircb — — 60 1 1 <* 

April •*- — 270 7 



9Sa 9 4 



- 951 19 3 



1904 

1751. May — — s? 3 9 

Jime ^^ — ■ 33 10 o 

Jnlf — — 18 IS 9 

Apguft — — 33 '4 « 

Septembn . — — 55 4 9 ' 

OOobe* — — 85 8 I 

November — —175 5 o 

Dnember — — 45 14 6 

.1751. Jaauary ^ ^ 76 is 6 

Febniaiy — — 40 6 3 

Mai«h — -. 5^ 5 ^ 

■ Apiil — — '275 3 * 



Carreot Rnpeci 2839 o 6 
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.. .Uf ^ i^tmt abftraCt from tli« Monthly acoHMt 
Fcvcnues, we.abfervc cofy 2S12 o 6 brought 
to credit in three years i whereas, in the laft five 
mootfas there^has been xollcSied and brought to 
cre(£t ri27 u $; and I am not free from fuf- 
pkion of fbirte frauds yn in this ducy, notwitb- 
ftanding the !tri£teft.e7e I haVe been aUe to keep 
on thofe intrutted with die fevyiog k. 

Anno 1 75 1.' J«I]F "— ■■*— 58 ^ 9 

Angaft " — * ■ — as* ti 9 
Sfepiember' — ~ igri 10 j 
ORcAkr — — 3»» S 3 
Nomnber — "" — 30}' 7 j 



ChrreCl Roptei Il>7^> 



^4th. The article «f 6ne» is a very important 
otic in the Company's revenues, if duly brought so 
their credit; this method of punifiiing, as well as 
the la[h> is (a- eflenual ftwie, in tiie nature of the; 
country government, that there would be tip order 
or rule preferred ^mor^theHatWcs without them. 
The original iiiEtitution of. Snes in all countries 
was doubtlefs with A-deGgn of correfting the man- 
ners of The people} of being a check on fuch kind 
of ro^erie^ as did not require the lalh or other 
corporal punifhn|«ncs i ami confequetidy, of being 
a defence to t^e profxrty^f twneft mes': but I am 
forry to fay, 1 have too muchTeafon to think thefe 
intentions have been kept very little in view; and . 
a power aflTunsed to jnfiid fiues, and opprefs the 
people, where b^r qo means -k oiight cd have been 
allowed i and whidh hasiKm railed from motives 
much worfe, -and applied to_ baf^ u(es^ than were 
the crimes for which it. was impofcd^ Your Ho- 
noflr, -Sec. have had ibme inftances of this kind laid 
before~y9u ; and I do not want materials to point 
out .iiianjL more -to you ; but to what end ? The. 
'nature of this branch of 4hc -revenues wiil not ad- 
mit 



tnit of an annual eftimate to be made 9n k, with 
any d^ree of cxaftnefs, as will, pretty ncarJy, the 
forcgrang article of piece-goods ; whofe yearly im- 

rirts, I believe, do not vary greatly. However, 
Ihalt ]ay before your Honour, &c. the produce 
ariGng on this article, iromMay 1746, to April 
1751, incluGve. 

Abstract of Fines, as uken from the monthly 
Account Revenues, viz. 



1746. Mty 


.. 


^S7 5 


J°" 




U$ iS • 


^ — 


»7 '0 3 


XiggA 


— . 


I116 1 5 


ScpTcnbcr 
O&bcr 




■ 46 > 


— '— 


9; It 


Norembtr 


_ _ 


825. 


D«.»htr 


_ '— 


10 4 3 


1747. J>»««Tr 
>>bruary 


— . — 


000 




as 7 9' 


Much 




S< 4 9 


,Ap,U 


— ~ 


47 3 6 
- -— laco 3 a 


Mir 


— 


349 4 J 


j.« 




Z3i 9 


J"!)- 


_ — 


'103 I 


Aueall 


__ — . 


97 15 9' 


Snicmtia 
oeobcr' 


~ IT 


S8 .? 6 
I3» 10 9 


NnmW 


rr- — 


.3. II 6 


Decenber 


^ — 


100 8 3 


,7tS. Jaoury 


— " ■— ■ 


10 I 9 


February 




3» 4 3 


March 




000 


AwU 


-r ^ 


o.«^^ g 






47 5 
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Bjoncht Aiwanl, Rspeei 

1748. H.r iji ?r 6 

l-'y , S3 J o 

te,"" = = ,j> ,; ' 

November — — 109 ii 3 

pecenber — — laa + <, 

I7^9. January : »! » 3 

Fjbruwy . 1,09 6 9 

March — _ to 2 6 

April 37 3 



W»y : 173 7 

i^' » " la 

Aaguft ,^, , 

Septepber — — loa 10 

Oa.ber ,,4 ,, 

fforember — — 151 jt 

Ilcceniber — — id n 

. January 

February 

March 

Afril 



May 7.0' 

Jm« 000 

/■I7 — — 000 

Augo)! — _ 60 g , 

Sepiembw — — 6 i a 

OAober HI 3 9 

NovembCT — — 56 ii o 

December — — 000 

• i'"""r 803 

Fcbruuy — — o o o 

March — _ 18 1 o 

April . ,37 ,j J 



1178 7 3 



_J°° 9 3 

S5S8 18 9 
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Brou^^t forward, Ropeei jrgs |g 
1751. May — — 36 11 3 



July 


— — 18 12 g 

80 I S 


Aag«ft 


September 


— — 409 15 


Oaober 


— — 107 




20. 6 6 


December 


-- — 9a 6 3 


Janairy 
Februaiy 


— — 37 i 9 


676 


March 


— — i3» I* 3 


April 


— — 9'7 9 3 




._ 3103 II 6 




Carreat Rnpcci 789» '+ 3 



B7 the forgoing abftra£t, there appears to be 
fines broi^ht to credit in the account revenues, 
current Rupees, 7892 14 6, in the fpace of fix 
veara. I will fubmit it to jrour Honour, what 
proportion this bears to the fines that have really 
been impofed and levied in that time. I will fup- 
pofe by other authority than that of the Zemindar 
«»' the titnc being j who, in a multitude of in- 
Aances, I dare fay, was totally a itranger to this 
piece of iniquity •, and wiien I inform your Ho< 
nour, &c. that I have brought to the Company's 
credit on this article, the laft five months, current 
Rupees 3171 14 6, I muft not appear before you 
as having afted with greater f^verity than any of 
my prcdeceflors ; as this is an article I vQulfl by no 
means Ojould increaie the Company's revenues : 
but the caufe of this very extraordinary diflerence 
arifes from this, that what fines are impofed, are 
now in truth brought to credit. They are before 
your Honour, Sec. I thiqk I hare bxn Ihidious 
co.obfcfve u much lenity in them, as the nature of 
the offence could with propriety admit of. If it 
ihould bear a different afped, it lies in your breafts 
.to remit and relieve any whom you niay judge to 
fperic your ioduleence. 
■ ■ Q.4 
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AbstrajCT from the R^;)fter of Fines, vix. 

Anno i7S»> Joly — — 166 9 9 

Anguft _ _ 339 1 9 

September, 19 diyi — 34! 1 9 

OAober — -7- 1035 9 6 

November — — 1280 6 9 



Current Rupcei 3171 14. 6 

35th. Though I have already explained what 
a meant by that branch of the revenpes called 
Etlflck, in my addrcfs to your Honour, &c. under 
date the 17th of Auguft, 1752, I yet think it 
necefTary to repeat here what I then fatd on the 
fubjedt, that In this work every uticle of the 
revenues tnay hav€ dnc re^rd paid to it, Ob 
every complaint regifteftd in the Cutchcrry, ■ 
Peon, is ordered on the defendant, in- ca^ of 
debt ; or on the delinquent, in cafe of aflaults, or 
Other abufes. The Peon receives three Funds of 
Cowries per diem j one Fund, fourteen Gundas of 
which are brought to the credit of the Company, 
tinder the head of Etlack : one Fund is the Peon's 
fee, and the remaining Ox Gundas were fet apart;, 
but of which the Etlack Moories, or wnters^ 
were paid their wages ; and the overplus, called 
Mooriannoc:, fequeftcred to ufes I am a ftranger 
to. The at'iicle of Eltlapk has always beco a 
heavy tax on the poor^ from whom it has cbleSy 
been colle&ed \ whilft thofe who could by any 
means obtain favour were excufed, though wcu 
able to pay it. The contrary method I have pur- 
fued, as much as poffible 1 and your Honour, &c. 
wilt'obferve in the Zemindary, how frequent oc- 
calions I meet with to remit this £» to the poor, 
as well to thofe who are rf leafed ^m the prifoos^ 
•as thofe wh(rie difputes are determined witboqt tm- 
prifonmenL The Cutchcrry pnfon Etlack fee*. 
apd Catwall prifon Etlack fas, amount each 10 
2 three 
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three Funds of Cowries per diem, from each 
prifoner •, the whole of which is brought to credit. 
The Etlack fees Save, ,by feme Zemifldars, been 
raifed to four Fund per diem, and by others re- 
duced to two \ the prefeot dbibliflimcnc appears to 
me the moft citable medium, as the former would 
be a very heavy opprtfffion on the po6r, and the 
latter would too much tend to keep up that Htigious 
fpirit in the people, which poflibty is not equalled 
by any race exifting. What injury the Company . 
nmy Itave fuf^ained in this branch, I fhall fubmic 
to your Honour, &cc. judgment, by the following 
ab^ra^ of the former and prefcnt credits. 

Abstract of Etlack Fees, from May I74fi» 
to April 1752, Inclufive. 

1746. M»f — — 187 a 9 
junt — —,-160 13 3 
July — ^ 182 o 6 
Augnft — -- 162 6 9 
SniWinbec — -~ ixS ti 9 
OAober — — 214 o 6 
NovAnber — -^ 175 a o 
December — — 146 7 6 

1747. Unaary — r* i9> 3 9 
Feb»bary — — - 13S ^ 3 
March I — — 146 14 9 
April — ^ 20s J 3 

^ ■ " .— 2036 9 o 
May _ _ ,64 5 3 

JUDt — -^ 147 J O 

Uly — — 238 10 9 

Aogdft _ — 35s 3 o 

Septembrt — — 176 14 o , 

OAober — — 140 a 3 

November ——15050 

DcMinber — — 217 i; o 

1748. jannary _ _ ,43 15 o 
Febniarjr — . •— 1^2 ^ 6 
-March — — 129 15 o 
April — — 184 9 3 
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— — 


Wt 




1 




_ — 


•IS 




9 




Autiit 


— ^ 


Vi 




6 






.— — 


j8s 




6 ■ 




oaobct 




3=9 




9 




Nonmto 


_ _ 


'.J? 




3 




Deotmber 


— — 




3 


1749 


t>tia«7 
Febniirr 


_ ^ 


379 




3 






''3 




3 




Mudi 




«9(S 




3 




April 





3S4 




9 
3183 10 3 




M., 


_ _ 


1!J 




3 




June 






9 




J.ly 


— — 


'S9 








A.Iii« 




1»7 




? 




Sir- 




401 




G 




_ — 


34' 




? 




Nonmber 


_ .. 


4S+ 









December 


— — 


375 




6 ■ 


1750 


FebniinF 


:r* — 


4«S 




i 






373 






Mwth 


— -r- 


39° 




3 




April 


— — 


371 




6 
-«»4 . < 




May 





♦'9 








June 




377 




6 




July 


—- ^ 


387 




» 




Aosuft 


_ — 


37! 




9 




September 


^ •— 


3'! 









Oaober 




3!7 








No«mber 


_ ^ 


370 









December 


— — 


HJ 




6 . 


17s I 


February 


_ — 


jS6 




9 






299 




9 




March 




!90 








AprU 


- - 


3»6 


— 


9 
-43S* »• 3 

1617 6 
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May 


JP S 9 


& 


I»» 1 3 


— — ISO 5 6 


AugoD 


Septembei 


jj 9 6 


Oaober 


— — 3+ o o 


Nonrnbcr 


•^ — 3+ 1' © ; 


Dtcmlxr 


- ^ 79 » « 


January 
F.bruaiT 


- - 8o a 9 


^ - S} « J 
— — 106 11 


M,kh 


April 


-r - ■»« ? 9 




:1407 13 9 



CnircBt Rifpcei 17578 3 9 



Abstract of Etlack Fiis^ from July to 
November, 17 sz. 

Anno I7J2. July — — — 308, f 6 

Aaguft — — — 4,4 ,j 9 

Scpumlici 19 diys — f — 261 2 3 

Oaober — — — 427 12 9 

November — — 453 9 3 

Current RDpees 1776 25 6 

On the fale of houres, boats, (loops, and all 
fums recovered by decree or award in the Cut- 
cherry, the Company draw a commiQion o^ five 
per cent. 

On every (lave brought and regiftcrcd in the 
Cutcherry, the purchafcr pays duty to the Com- 
pany of four Rupees four Annaes. 

On every Pattah granted, the Company receives 
a falamy of four Rupees four Annaes. 

On all arbitration bonds entered into by ap- 
pointment, in the Cutcherry, each party pays zo 
Funds of Cowries. 

On every general rekafe executed by order of 
Qitchcrry, each psrty pays eight Annaes. 

For 
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For every licence of marriage, the Company 
receive three Rupees Sicca from each party ; but 
the poor are o^teft remicttd this fee. 

On all difpOtes between the Company's tenants, 
touching the property of -ground j where there ap- 
pears caufe for meMuring-their refpcftive grounds, 
each pany pays a ruffcy lalamy of one Rupee. 

On every new floop Built by the natives, the 
Company receive a falamy of 50 Rupees to 100 
Rupees, according to her burden. 

^n every mortgsge-bond regiftered in Cut- 
cherry, the Company receive from the niortgagcr 
five-per cept. on the fum advanced by. the mort- 
gagee. 

On' all rice exported, the Company's duty is 
I Seer 8 Che. per Maund, and has produced fw 
the latl fix years, frooi Rupees 1129. to Rupees 
4557, per annum : total on jthe whole fix years, 
1 8979 Rupees. The ufnal fcafon for exportation, 
are the months of Auguft, September, December, 
January and February. 

The whole amount of the Mooriannoe Cowries 
is now brought to credit, diftinAty from the £t- 
lacks i and at a medium produces the neareft four 
Rupees per diem, or 120 Rupees per menfem, or 
1440 per annum i the fery^ants wages employed on 
nionthly pay, in the branch of Etlacks, comes to 
Rupees 44 -, fo that here is a demooftrative gain of 
Rupees per annum 912, and points out a very 
conHderablc fum the Company have been injured 
in this feeming trifling, article of Mooriannoes, 
which I can trace only brought to credit to the 
amount of 20 Rupees in two months, anno 1742. 

On imp(»muoa of Batav^ and Armenian Ar> 
rack, jiot again exported, the Oompany receive a 
duty of two Rupees and four .^naes, per leager. 

On every order for public notice by beat of 
.drum, account the lofs of flaye, cow, hoiie, &c. 

the 



the Company receive one Cowand «nd one Pond 
of Cowries, from the party rcqucfting fuch public; 
Jiocice. 

j6th. Thusj I think, I have lad before your 
Honour, &c. crcry. branch ^fdmies and revenues 
Telative to the ^cmindary, John Nagorc exctpred; 
but if my future knowledge in this intricate branch 
x/i the Company's bufinds fliould point out to nie 
vherein 1 have been defective, I Oiatl beg leave 
frtym time to time to reprefent tt to the Board, 
as well as every other method whereby the re- 
TcmMs may ftiU be improved or put on a better 
footing, .ilw prodacearifing on the d^ly current 
buGn& of the Cutohetry, you will obferve to 
firing from aniclest thu in their nature are To pre- 
carious, as to make It ,impraAicable the forming 
any exa£b eftimation of the gain that may refutt 
from them, fo that I will only compare the credits 
of laft year, in the fame months with thofe fince [ 
have had the honour of filling this poll. 

JJikLLY CoLLICTiONS. 

Anno 1751. Jnly — — 474 ij o 

.Auguft — — 481 II o 

Sepiembcr — — 714 13 3 

Oaober. — _ 788 6 » 

November — — 634 5 jO 

Current Rupeei 3105 x 3 

Anno 1751. Jttly — — 717 -8 o 

Au£Bft — -I- I J $6 B 3 

Sept. i^dart — 1667 7 6 

Odober — ^ 124J 13 9 

November — ~- 2798 11 j 

-Coireot Jtupcei 8986 o 9 

Your Honour, fcc. are fcnfible I began not to 

a& in -the office till near the middle of July, and 

that my attentions to the frauds of the under fer- 

vants 

n,gn,-.^hyGoOt^le 



r 238 1 

Tants in the CiitcWrry niuft hav? been greatly 
talcenoffbjr the fcititfny you ordered into the con- 
duft of Govindram Metre, fo that for the firfl 
nmnth or two, it muft not be wondered at, if I 
could not arrive at a proper knowledge of the cur- 
ftnt bufinefs. However, it is now clear to me, 
that the advance on the dail^ coUedions Cutcherry, 
at the lowed cftimate, will confiderably cxceec) 
looo Rupees per menfem, or 12000 Rupees per 
annum; aod I (ball b^ leave to clole this head, 
with throwing into one total, the demonftrative 
future annual gain to the Company, refulting from 
your Honour, &c. falutaiy orders aad influence. 

By charts Zcmiadtry redoced Rupeei toooo pet AniiiiD. 
Advance oa the fate of the fami -• 20fij8 for thU yeir 
The dofliicar^ pa d into tbc tmJonr 6^^J 
Daily coUcAiobs Cutcherry tncteaied 1 3000 

Current Rapeei 49)15 

37th. The out towns of Banian Pooker, Pu^ 
la Danga, 7'en^ra and Dullond, obtained firft a 
place in the revenues, June anno 1746, under the 
general head of John NaggOre; thejr conuin 2x8 
Bega, 1 1 Cotta of ground for which the Com- 
pany pay one Sicca Rupee per Bega per annum. 
John Naggore feems to have produced annaaily 
10 the Company, arillng on tM dif&rent articles 
of ground.rent, falamys on Potcas, burdened oxeti, 
markets revenues from June 1746, to May 1752 
incluftve, viz. 



1746 — — — 674 14 


9 


1747 — — — 1010 3 


9 


,748 __ — ,249 s 


3 


•749 — — — '•«' 5 


9 


,750 — — — 13S4 s 


9 


17S1 to Miy 17S» ijco ii 


9, 




— 697< >S • 
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I>edaS eroand-mit paid the Ra- 
j2i, ud other Zeiiiiitd«r*. 

^— •— Chargfi repuring John 
Naeore'i roads, Cutcberry 
and Chowkcy hourei, tor 
which the Company are 
Only debted m their ac- I 
cooiit revcBDCf. J 

.. ■ Further charget, ■■ per' 
Mecre'i letter to theBoatd, 
nnder date 3d November, 
.acconnl Satamyi and pK- 
leatl jnade the Rajah for 
hii 42 Bega of ground, 
which. atMetreafem, is 
thrown into the chdi^e of 
tcftinag toadi and brid- 
gf- J 
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Concnc Rupeu 4189 to 3 

That the Compan}r have had equal juftice done 
them in this, with every other article-of their re- 
venues, wiU appear to your Honour, &c. beyond 
a doubr, from the following produce during the 
five lad months, without any new tax or impofb « 
laid on the tenants ■, and I will venture to promife 
thefe Kwna (hall be more beneficial to our Ho- 
nourable Maftcrs, as foon as the more important 
concerns of the office will give me leifure to vifu 
them, and make a more particular fcrutiny into, 
them. 

Net produce of John Nagorc, Anno 1752. 

Jttly — ,53 ,; 3 

AuguB _ _ ,75 ,0 5 

September 19 days — — tig o 

Oaober — — 54I 9 9 

Nuvenbcr — ^ — 118 4 6 



Current Rupeu 1124 8 g 



I cannot 
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equally influence every other branch pf the re-' 
Tcnties, viz. the incrcafe of inhabitants, and cOo- 
fcqucntly the gCcatCr confumption of every article 
on which the revenues arife, demonftfable from the 
immenfc' difference in the ^azar prices of them^ 
even to the loweft root or herbage, which cntcf' 
into the food of the common people i but how un- 
accountable muft it appear, when *e find that fo 
far are the annual net balances paid into the trea- 
ftiry, from being increafed in their duplicate pro- 
portion, that, by the following ^bftraft from the 
general books, we find they have Sot increafed in 
any proportiort at all, but die contrary. 
Abstract of the net balances of the Revenues^ 
paid annually into the treafury, from April 
1738) to April anno 1752, inclu^ve. 

1737, 10 1738— i6jo6 6 6 174+, to 1745 — 39101 14. o 

1738, to 1739—39273 "3 3 "71S. to 1746—31858 II « 
I7jg, to 1740—42518 r 3 1746. to 1747—34755 7 9 
17+0, 10 1741—38061 13 o 1747, 10 1748—30124 13 6 
1741, to 1741—35656 13 o 1748, to i749-'37679 7 5 
1741, 10 1743—37=^7 10 o «749> "> 1750—46461 I a 
<743. " "744—44^49 '3 ^ '7S^. '<> "7Si— 39449 '3 i 

-^*_- 1751, to 1751— 34s;6 15 o 

16323J 6 6 



By calling Out the muldle year 1744 to 1745* 
your Honour, Sec. will obfcrve that ilie net pro- 
duce of the revenues in the firft feven years, cx- 
eceded the net produce in the latter feven years by 
Rupees 7399 z 9, which at fjrft fight would ap- 
pear an incident very amazing, when we fee the 
fariTis increafed in a duplicate proportion 1 but 
when you confider the foregoing meets, and the 
fcenes fo lately laid before you, I believe the caufts 
will be too obvious longer.. (o occafion any great 
wonder, or to require my giving you the trouble 
of a farther explication 1 therefore fliould now. 
relieve you by clofing this very Ibng addrcfs, did 
not a letter laid before the B'oarid by (^ovindram 
R Metre, 
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MitTt, under date the zoth Nove^^bcri loudt^ 
call for a reply from me, which I cannot mgre 
properly convey to you than in the channel of this 
work, as it is fo pertinent to my i'ubjed. Your 
Honour, &c. was pleafed tlie uh. on motion fronv 
9 member of the boards to order Merrc to be called 
before the Council, and alked how it came to pafs, 
the farms fold fo much higher this year than they 
. did the laft ? I will not enquire what motive urged 
this queflion at this particular juncture, only witlk 
all fubmitTion fay, it never could have been moved 
for, or gr.;nted with lefs propriety ; for thefe rca- 
fons : It is no longer ago than the i ith Oi^bcr,. 
that a majority of the Board voted (in my humble 
jut'gment, contrary to the very nature and eflencc 
of troft: and fcrvitudc, as well as to Metre's own 
conceflion) thatMctir wai not trom the nature of 
his office in truft for the Company j then, to what 
end this queftion? for, as he was deemed not in. 
trutl;, he confcquently could not be deemed ac- 
countable : Why, Gentlemen, was not this quef- 
rion alTccd him the bft year, when on Mr. Barrow's 
knowledge of his being the farmer, the Salt Farm 
was fold at public outcry, and produced 1600 
Rupees more than it did the year before ? Why was 
he not afked the like qucftion, when, on the Came 
mtelligence, Mr, Manningham, by previous and 
public notice given of the falc of the two latter 
partitions of the great Bazar to the higheft biddcr^i 
obtained 1000 Rupees more for io than it produced 
the preceding year ? Had you, Gentlemen, been Icfs 
attentive to whatever caufes urged this moEJon and 
qucftion, you would have been, more fo to what 
has been before you, and would . have been fenfible 
that the farms (the Gunge excepted) were fo far 
"" from felling at an advanced rate this year, that ia;' 
truth they have fold for leis than they did the pre- 
ceding tine, though Metre, andnbt our Honourable 
Mafterr, was die gainer -, which gain the majority 
- - - • ■ voted 

nyn,-.^hyGoOgle 
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hand he was not accountable for. Had doe r^;aM 
been pud to my letter oi the 13th Auguft, your 
Honour, &c. «otild have rectJle&ed that Soot4 
Nutty marker and Saba Buzar, with their, depen- 
dant feven farms, fold in 17^, 1750, and lysU 
(the years Metre confefles he hetd them m fi&itioua 
names) as follows, wherein I (hall b^ leave to ; 
remind you at one view of the Company's acdhs^ 
A&tre*s gain, and the laks for the piefent year; 

d I II 1 
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ft 13 pretty jtlain, I bc^o, now to yooTHc^ 

now, ^c. wbat. little rdal ibund«ion there w«s for 
tbu queftioB at th« >iiniStur« it was moved far, antf 
groined i and I viitb ii may not ifypcar &meiiiin^ 
ftran|gc to qop Hoofivi^aUe Empkqicrs, that, in- 
ftfitd of it, N4etre iras not aflcod, Iww tbe above 
farms the tl»vc kit ycbrft came to fell for k> tnueh 
roOM on hia owo tocoutit ilian he favoured the 
Compaay vs'nhi- Had you, Gentleincn, done nw 
the honour of aficins me the quedion you put to 
Metre (to wliona 1 rauft think it more properly 
belonged). I fliould, in few wcrds, Jiavc informed 
you of two very obvioilngcaurcs, which I conceive 
eccafioned fo much ino'te to be brought to the 
Company's credit on their farms this year than was 
the lafl:, or any heretofore, viz. tft, Pubhc and 
unbialTed fale to the bell bidder, sdly. Metre not 
having it in his power to keep the Sa)t Farm, the 
Great Bazar, the VcFmillion Farm, Soota Nutta 
Haut, Suba Ba^at, the fevcn Dependant Farms,. 
Sf-c. in his own hands, at what pric^ he pleafed. 
Your Honour, &c. muft feiile when you reflcft 
en the labour GovinckiHii Metre has taken in hts 
laid letter of the zoth November^ to account for a 
faft that does not exift, fmce I have proved, and 
he has confcffcd, the above f ^rms fold laft year irv 
reality for Rupees 6^3 more than they have thb; 
which verifies a conclufion I have made elfewher.*, 
that notwithftanding our utmoft afiiduity, it will 
hardly be in our power to make that gain on the- 
Company's revenues, tk.i be has done whilll un- 
der his conJufib 1 the above faims were thole only 
I was then enabled fully to dcte>fk him in ; but I 
will conclude {itnilar methods were ufcd in the dif-^ 
pofal of the reft, as they have fold this year at a 
proportional advance on the credits of taft year. 
To conclude, I will fuppofc the fail which Mctie 
would account for ; and yet the folution which he 

has. 
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has To artfully and fptcicufty drawn out, rSiifl: af^- 
pear to have rio falid ftundation on the fligficcft 
■examination" i for it is Irfipo/fible the clparricfs or 
theapnefs of grain call much ihflucnce the rife of 
fall cf the revenue:, though tht dutjj is colledcd 
on the grofs falfcs > for if this is enhanced by a yeaf 
of Tcarcity, a year of plenty will make the balanctf 
nearly equal to the farmer, by the larger quantity 
imporccd : far his pofition, that the conRimptioB 
mutt be nearly equal, is alfovery fallacbus» of we 
fliould not have beheld the miilcitudc v/i have thil 
fcafon deadj and dying in Our ftreets, or t?ie many 
thoufands of .walking fkelctcris this fcarcity has 
produced; nor fhould I hate b^en witnefs.to lo 
miny ateifling in.tances of parents felling their 
childrfti foT a Rupee a-picce, orgiviftg thefn away 
for want of iood to fup^(.f: them, if tnc cdnfnnip"- 
rion had b^en nearly (qual. But fails fpeak thcm- 
fclves: it is evident ttiis ftarcity has not infiuenced 
the revenues, of if it has, that in truth if has 
influenced them in a fehfe oppofite to what he 
would pfdve, as the firm's produced more laft 
year, though grain, at t'fie fin:e fhey fold, wej 
more than as plentiful again than it has' been this 
year; that the Guftge fhoutd fell for fo nftich more 
this year tharfevef it did, is fo me not fo afionith- 
ingy as rhar if his not always produced" u Very 
nearly, at lead for many years laft paft. The 
annual imparfs of rice to the Gunge, from the 
beft information I can acquire, amount at leaft to 
4oo^OQ Maunds, on which the farmer's dilty on 
the importer of 9 Fice Sicca per Ru;3ee, arid his 
duty from .tl>9 buyer fcf Koyally of i Sa^r.,'4.Cir. 
per Rupee,', "comes to 7 Kiipees i^ Annaei, > p«r 
cent, euimatisg 1 Maund^ per Rupee; ani^if wc 
add the Pbudary, Foorca^ and the duty of 3. pice 
Sicca per Rupee on the irriclcs fpecified in tny 5th 
paragraph, we fhall find, on an average^ that the 
R 3 farme 
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HtmfT ^lle^ above 9 per cent, on ih/t vhaic of 
the imports « the Gunge 1 but if we eftimatc only 
on the 8 per cent, the neareft \^hich he collcfts on 
j-ice, we (hall 6hd his duty on 400,000 Maunds, 
at 1 Maund per Rupee, will yield 32,000 Rupees. 
Eight yc^nout of fifteen- th^t the Gui^ge has oceq 
farmed, it has been held by Metrp vholly or i^ 
part : and further, to difproye his reaibns in the 
abovementioned letter, he pays for it in 1747^ 
Rupees 17,002, though rice was from Apguft to 
December, from i Maund to i Maund 15 Seer. 
per KUpee ; and the year following he pays 1 8,203 
Rupees for it, and rice from 33 Seer, i Maund 
10 Seer per Rupee ^ and though I believe there 
never was a greater ' profpeft of plenty thap the 
cnfuing year promifes, yet it has Ibid for Rupees 
22,760, which is cuiit^ fufBcient to evince, tbac 
other ^aufes than dearncfs or cIieapncTs of grain, 
&c. have Influenced the rife and fall of the revenue^ 
. What thofe were," and the farther invcftigation of 
them, I muft futniit to your' Honour, &c. as well 
as the redrefs I muft humbly inliil is due on the 
behalf of our Honourable Employers. That inju- 
rious advantages have been made of their revenues, 
I have proved beyond a doubi ; on yopj Gentle^ 
men, it lies to determine where, and to what ufes 
they have been leque^ered. I am molt refpcifl.. 

m. ■ 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Youi* mod obedient humble {eryap^ 
Fort William, ' 
i5tb December, 1752. J- Z. H. Zemn^ 

BY the foregoing ftatc of your revenues Zemin-, 
da'ry, yoa fee, that ih the very infancy of 
Mr. Holwell's reforhi," an increafe in this branch 
to the artidunt of 5000 1, is demonflrated ; Which, 
ycai by year^ ftill fwelled, and produced in April - 
prcctdiiie 



t 247 } 

ptvceding the cap.ture of Fort William, 10,000 1. 
per annum gained aad faved to the Company, by 
th? fair fale of the farms, rcdiiftion of unneccfiary 
charges, and the coUeftions of their Curcherry 
being duly brought to credit. Mr. Holwcil, in 
his lentimcnts laid before your Dircftors, only 
pointed out an increafe of- 30,000 Rupees per 
annum; but on his arrival in Jndia, and difmiOioij, 
of the ftandin; Deputy, (againft whom now every 
mouth was opened) tvery day produced difco- 
veries of frauds committed in every branch of this 
complicated ollkc for 28 or 30 years preceding; 
for proof of which we need only meniiun to you, 
that under this Gentleman's adminiftration, there 
was p. id net money into your treafury ir4,ooo 
Rupees for every 12 months, and that there was 
a moral certainty the credits of the year 1756, 
(when your prcfidency was taken)* would have 
yielded net 1 20,000 Rupees i a ftriking dtiFerence, 
when you fee this office never before, on a medium, 
produc,ed you more than 40,000 Rupees per anr. 

num. Here was a very important addition to. 

your eftate, when cotiCdered (as it really was) an 
addition in perpetuity. — Let u.Tonly cftimate it ac 
10,000 \. per annum for 30 years, you fce an ac-, 
ceffion of 300,000 1, and at the fame time ycu will 
fee how immen!c the lols you have foftained, whilft 
that arch plunderer Govindram Metre was entrufted. 
with the executive power of this office. — After all,. 
the term lb often made ufe of, ino-eafe of the revt- 
rues, has been improperly' applied \ for as Mr^ 
HolvWll very juftly obicrves in fevcral of his .let- 
. ters to us, he cannot fo properly be fjid to have 
increafed your revenues Zemindary •, for,' on the, 
contrary, he rather reduced them by abolifhing fix, 
of your farms, which, he thought, dilbonout^d. 
you, and oppreffcd the poor un^er your protcc-, 
lion i ^is merit conGfkd only in the reform of the 
K 4 pfBcCf 



n,,ir„-r^ii,G(.)l)^lc 



i 448 1 

office, and uking care that the real produce of the 
rcwenues arifing Troni it, vesc honeftly and duly 
brought to your credit. — 

Hear the fcnfe of your Court of Directors on this 
acquifition, and their fcncimcnts of this Gentle- 
man's integrity and abilities, in their fcvcral gene- 
ral letters to the board-of Calcutta. 



/ Jam 



23</ January, 1754. 

PA R, 6^. ** Mr. Holwcll has fully anfwered 
'* our cxpeftations, in regulating and con- 
" during the office of Zemindar ; and has, bytt^e 
** confidcrable increafe of the revenues, refulting 
•• from his good management, and by tranfmitting 
** to us, fuch a dear and intelligible account of 
** the nature and ftate of them, convinced us of 
** what we lone fufpeftcd, that we have been nwjft 
" grofily impofed on in this branch of our affairs." 

Par. 74. ** Mr. Holwell's whole condufl: in this 
** affair has been entirely to our fatisfadion ; and 
" his abilities, zeal, and application to fcrvc us are 
** fo fufficiently apparent, that we are fatisGcd it 
" will be in his power, if no obftruflions are 
** thrown in bis way, to prove himfelf a very valu- 
•* able fervant to the Company } we Ihall therefore 
*• expeft, as you value our future favour, that yoi* 
" give him not only all nccefTary countenance and 
** afliffance in his particular ftation of Zemindar, 
^* but alfo in whatfoever he fhall point out, or inti- 
^ mate, may be of fcrvice to the Company in any 
•• other branch of our affairs." 

Par. 76. " We muft here remark, that the office 
•• of Zemindar is of fo complicated a nature, and 
" the bufincfs fo various and bunhenfome, that 
^ it is almoft impoffible it Ihould be conduced 
*f under tjie (^ircftion of one perfonj you are thcrcr 
. « foro 
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•• fore to confider, whether it jnay not be divided 
« into ferprai branches, to be managed by different 
**-peribn5 i and, if jou think fuch atvaltcracion 
**■ may be o£ general utility, yeu are x& pomt out 
" the jaroper methods of carrjing it into execution. 
" In propofing fuch adivifjon, we havs i ^w'fiot 
*' only to the general utility, which <nay:iJBthe 
« refult, but Jikewifu to cafe Mr.'Hol*eIl,-l6 far 
•* ai is coafiftcnr, from the heavy load of bifflncfs 
*« he labours under, that we may havie the behrih 
" of his abitities, in other rsaterial branches of 
<* out affaira," . ■ ' 

When this letter, andibat of the 3 i>^''i*hict) kn- 
medtaidy fc^IowG, wcKtfifpatcbed Q> Bcdg&t; yem* 
Court (U pite&ors co(iriftrd ' of tha ioitomog 
pCDtlcnitfa, viz, 

William Baker, Erq; Chair- Michael Impt]', E^; 

□jan, Stephen Lavt £'*']• ~ 

Richard Cbs^MC)', Efe; Dc* .Nicholas' Lm Wood, Sjl]} 

pair, WittiaA U'abbot. E^^ :■ 



Witliaoi BraNnd, Br<u .. Jpiii^- Y^YDf, £% 

RoberiBcioth, pfq; . . . t|pqry Plant, Eiqj 

ChriKopber Burrow, Efqi ' Thomas Phlpf 9, Ef^; 



Chftrles CaCts, tiCq; ' Jonei Raymonii, Efq; 

fnerDqi:aflC, Eii); 'flKiinu Rfltu, Bfqi 

^belFonncTcau, Efi}^ . Wbifhcet TtuB<f,'Efii; 

feiv Godfwy, Efq; Tlmoihy Tully, Efqj 

CbsriM Goiigh, Efqi "\tfilliajn WUty, Efq; 

JohnHvfc, Et<f) JatMs Vl^ifiur, Bfq; 

Cbnbbal Lettbb ftp Sh^ Eaftcoort, wtJer datt 

PA R.' 7-i^- " We ba«v with great attontioit, 
'^ peruTcd a«d .conAdtrad Mr. HotvelMiriftate 
^ of <9tf revenues «t (ualcutta^ MK fpanMaod'^ 
** renwkj, Mr, HdweH's: repty, aqd dx ittiicr 
* pftpertTclftdvcthotcteii ind we muft, injufilce 
" ip Ai^«-Holllieil» e^QMityDO^ tkLtheacoaint? 
" for 
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« ■fbr'thc milhikcs whidb have happened in tim 
** ftate, in a manner thac convinces us they were 
V mere inadvertencies, and- no ways calculated to 
^ impofe upon us; — that he has evidently increafed 
«' dur revenues to a very confidcraUe ainount, 
*' withoiiit impcPtng an}! new duties, oropprefTing 
•* the poor, but onjhc contrary, fcveral aid duties 
« have been nboUfhed, and iJie poor io many 
** tdftances ' relieved. And we-muft, a& a further 
** piece of juflice to htm, :add, that tbeinrmua- 
•* tiooS Qf:l)is raifing his ownxh^raftcr with us at 
* the expence of the reputations of other Geatle- 
« men who preceded him in his office of Zemindar, 
*■; are letHirply without fpUndation. Io (bort, his 
w.ii>t^ricy, capacity, end., 'application, have ren- 
•• dered him fo well worthy out notice, that we are 
*> determined moft heartily to countenance and 
« prote^ him in all his endeavours to ferve -the 
*• Company!" 

Par. 74. " It was very natural to expeft, when 
« a piece of fuch importance as Mr. HolweU's 
*•. State erf Revenues was laid before you, which 
« was. folong agoas the 17th of December, 1752, 
*■ that you (bould have given it a fpeedy and fcrious 
«« confidcration, in order to have informed us-of 
»• your fenrimcnts, upon an affair of fuch a com- 
" plicated nature; but how great is ourdifappoJnt- 
« ment and furprize to find you h^ve not, fron» 
•« that time, to the dilpatch of the Falmouth in 
<* the beginning of March laft, confidered it at a 
>( board, to as to come to any refolution or 
** opinion for our information ; but have cranf- 
** ihitied to us the remarks of one member ot^y } 
«* who, nocwfthftanding what you fay in youc 
*< IctRT of the 4th January, 1754, does not 
«* appear upon the ftce or any of your con- 
** fultations, to have been authorised to ColkA 
» and make remarks for -your iidbrmation, as 
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■'* pught to have been done, if ypu Intended to 
" have rrocecdcd with any regularity in an affair 
** of fut h confcqucnce ; and it is very obfcrvablc, 
•^ that thofe remarks were deQgncdly, as we have 
^ reaibn to believe, dcHvered in fo late in the ieafbn* 
.'* as rendered it extremely difficult for Mr, Holwelt 
" to reply to them in time, to obviate the imprcl- 
** fions they might have made on us, to bis pre- 
." judice. But however well qualified Mr. Frank* 
** land may be, to execute a work of fuch a nature, 
** it cught to have been the bufinels of a cora- 
•* mitt^, regularly appointed for the purpolc, 
?* ard not the refult of the voluntary enquiry of one 
.*' pcrfon only j and wc fliall be grcady dilapf 
f* \ pinted, if wc du not find you took that methui 
** upon the depanurc of the Falmouth, fo as that 
" we may receive, by the next Ihip at farthefl, a 
" full ana fatisfaftory account of your proceedings 
" and fentiments upon this affair." 

Par. 94. " Mr. Holwell has highjy merited cur 
'* particular notice and encouragement, and the 
*' if aft that we can ijo for him, is to Jet him rife 
" in our lervice, equally with the reftof our fcr- 
*' vants ; we do therefore Iiereby annul and make 
" void the reftriftion of our commands, of tlie 
** 8th Januarj', 1752, by which he was fixed as 
** I2th and laft in council, and to remain fo wltli- 
•' out riCng to a fuperior rank therein ; and wc 
*• dirtft, that on receipt of this, Mr. Hdweli 
«* take rank, and his feat at the board, according 
•f to the time of his arrival at Bengal, in the fame 
•* nianntf as if no fuch reftriftion had been madcj 
«* that is tofay, next below Mr. Matthew Collet-, 
** but l.owever, it is our meaning and direfLion, 
^ that Mrl Holwell do ftill contirue Zemindar, 
*' and tha^ he is not to quit that poll without our * 
•• ieave.". " ' 
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GsNERAt .Letter per Ship Ikheftcr* tnJer dait 
. the zsth March, 1757. 

PAR. 156. " Having wich ^reat' attention con- 
" fidcrcd the ftatc of our Zemindary, during 
•' the time it has been under the management of 
*' Mr. Holwel!, it is apparent to us from the ac- 
** counts you have tranfmitted, that our revenues 
'■* in Bengal have been greatly increafed, and that 
** this tids been done without imporing any new 
" du:ies; or opprcffing the poor \ if it had been 
■** othcrwile,' you would, and ought to have given 
*' us the necelTary informations. Vi iih rcfpeft to 
'*' the judicial part of his office, we muft take it 
*' for granted, that he has afted with the greatell 
" integrity and lenity ; as there appears nothing to 
** the contrary upon the faceof yourcopfulration'-, 
** where we muft have found it, had there bcea 
" any rcafons to have appealed from his decrees." 
par. 157. ** Confidering therefore the great fcr- 
_. ** vice Mr. HolwcU has already done, and the 
•• further fervice we have the greatcft reafoD to 
" believe he will ftill render to the Company ; wc 
** do agree to allow him an additional falary of four 
" ihoufand current RupLCs per annum to his for- 
•' wer one of two.thoufand Rupees, making to- 
" gfether the fum of fix thoufand current Rupees 
**■ a year, to commence from the date of this letter % 
" this falary is. to be paid him fo long as he con- 
*' tiniles in the pofl; of Zemindar, and fs to be ia 
*' lieu of all fees and perquifltes whatever 1 but 
** it is our plcafure he continue in the rank, and 
" ftanding in council he Ihall be in at the time this 
** tetter fball come to your hands, and not rife U> 
** a higher ftation therein without Qur further 
•• orders." 

The 
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The Gentlemen who compoffd your Court of 
Dire^ors at the Ilchcfler's Difpatcb were as fol- 
lows, viz. 

lUgn'Dratce, Efqi Chairnat), Robert Boodi, Ef<]; 

Peter Godfray, BCq; Depaiy, Chriflophef Burrow, E%- ■ 

Villiain Baiwell, Efaj Charles Chamb«n, E% 

H. C. Boulwn, Efq; Sir James Creed. 

John Boyd, Efij; John Dorrien, Efq; 

Nnik. Ntwnbau, iai. Efq; Joho Maoftiip, BIq; 

TXonuf Fhippt, E% Hedry Plant, &(<]) 

Which. Turner, Efqj Thomaj Rous, Elq; 

Charlet Cougf"- 2*4; Henry Savage, Efq; 

Robert Jones, Efq; Lawrenw Sullivan, E% 

hAn rayme. Efqt Timothy Tullie, £fq; 

Jooes RaymoD<l, Efq; Maxim WtfteiD, Ef^ 

You have already rcen tn the Narrative before 
inlerted, what various fortunes and difficulties Mr. 
Hcdwell had to encounter towards the end of the 
year 1757, and beginning of 1758, and how ac iafl: 
he was difpofed i^, and appointed, by 14 of the 
new Diroftors fucceeding in April 5S, 9th in 
Council at Bengal i divefted of his poft, and the 
falary to which in March lysy he had been allotted 
by 10 of thefe very 14 who now dsgrade him. — 

MeiTrs, Bfdcer, Chauncy, and Mabbot, who had 
particularly patronized and Imported htm, had al- 
ready quitted the dirc^ion of your affairs ; Me0rs. 
Payne, Jonf s Raymond^ Newnham, Jones, Drake^ 
with n^ of t^ 15. who had promoted him in. 
1758, feoi^ after difqu^ified thcin^lves^ fo that 
Mr. Holwell ^nd himfelf abandoned to the r^ 
and power of that faction, who had ever Ihewtk 
the ftroiweft propenfity to his ruin, though every 
man of tnem had repeatedly g^ven the laodion of 
their hands to lua acknowledged xm/, iniqpty, and 

Thus circumdanccd was Mr. Holwell, when the 

necefTuy of recovering, a lolt aixl broken fortune, as 

wcU as confiitution, forced fubmillioo} he re>. 

/ turned 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 



I- «54 ] 
turned in the Warren, Captain Glover, for Bengal^ 
wbcrehe arrircd witlt unabated zeal for your inte-- 
refts : and with this noble and elevated fentiment, 
(Irrquenttf expreflcd in his letters to us) *' thacic 
** would be cruel and unjuft, a whole body of 
** people, and many among them widows an(f 
'* orphans, (hould fuFer for uie ingratitude, partial 
•* and feif-interefted views of their trufiets i and 
" that he had in his heart (and hoped ever fliould). 
" always made thisjufl: diftindlion between the body 
•* of Proprietors, and their Direftors." — A fliort 
period gave him an opportuaity of manifefting. 
this principle. 

The lands ceded to the Company by. JaflSer 
Aty Khan, diftinguifbed by the name of the 24 
Purgunnah", had been held in the Company's hands, 
and in the fpacettf 16 months had produced nee 
alocAA 384,000 Rupees, excluPive of 222,000 for 

Colonel ■ Clive's Jagirc. This fmall produce, 

from fo large a territory, drew Mr. Holwell*s at- 
tendee t he reflefted, that if the trifling diftricl of 
the Zemindaryof Calcutta was capable of yielding 
a net prt^t d 120,000 Rupees a year, that of the 
34 Purgunnahs ought to yield more than double 
what it appeared to do. — Upon this reScftim, he 
laboured to acquire the reel value of thofe lands, 
which, af^r about three months indefatigable pri- 
vate learch, he eB^fted, and found the fame chain 
of rt^ueries here, that he had traced in the Zemtn< 
dary Calcutta •, and that their fpeciBc worth greatlf 
exceeded his firft conjefture. 

The board of Calcutta feemed fenfibk that fome 
other meafure muft be adopted, than that of keep- 
ing tbefe lands it) the Company's hands, but were 
greatly divided in opinion which to chule, among 
the many expedients propoftd. 

Mr. Holwel), thus folly aimed, threw the fol- 
lowing letter into the bbard. 

.to 

D,on,-PrifiyGt)0'^le 



To the Wsrfinpful Charles Manningfiam, EJq\ fc?c. 
CowKcil. 

Worftiipful Sir and Sirs, Calcmu, June n, 1759. 

IB^ leave to trouble you with a few fenciments 
on the difpofal of the Company's lands, which 
has fgr foroe lime paft been the object of our coun- 
dU ; the fubje^ is of importance to our Honoura- 
ble Employers, and cannot be too much deliberated 
upon. 

I believe we are all unanimous in fome (;ircutn- 
ftances which more particularly require our at- 
tention in this affair, to wit, the honour of the 
Company, the acquiring a perftift knowledge of 
the value of the lands, the making this branch of 
the revenues lefs complicate and intricate, »s well 
as lets expenlive in the colledling ; — but wich re-: 
fpe£t to the means, we feem not quite fo clear.—- 
Any one gentleman declaring, fully his opinion on 
your conuiltatioDS, may pebbly make us unani- 
mous here altb. 

The ftep we are already determined in, of divcft- 
ing the larmer of all power in the royalties aitd 
judicial authorities of the Furgunnahs, bids fair 
for the fecurity of the Company's honour } as thefc 
aniclcs heretofore, being alfo farmed, became, the 
fourcc of heavy cruelties and oppreflione on the 
tenants.— But ftill there fcems to be fonKthing 
wanQDg, to give us a perfect fecurity in thu pac- 
ticular; — and that is, to take the utmoft care in 
our power, that the whole body of the lands do 
not, by any junto or private confederacy, fall into 
the hands of people with whom we Ihould not 
truft any pan of our own fortunes or confidence. 
I am urg«] to this precauQon, from the proposal 
laid before you tlie fourth inllant, by iix or 
fcven cohfpicuous natives of the fei.tlement^ of aa 
advance of 110,001 Rupees on the wljole lands. 
With 
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With refpe£t to thetr prctpofal, I wiU ontj- adtl an 
offer of 10,000 Rupees ujotf per anoum, on their 
terms : — Not that I wifli myfelf, or any one elfe, 
in pbflefllon of them on-ttmrs fo vague and artful. 

That keeping the lamdj in our ha/idd will never 
lead ns to a knowledge of chdir real Value, it nott 
(ta me) proved beyond contradi^ioni — Soipe of 
thofe who figncd the propofal of the fcforth arc well 
converfant in the nature of their undertaking) and 
better judges ftill (as I am informed) are con- 
cerned, though, as yet, xhty A&. behind the cur- 
tunt and to me it is inconceivable, that thefe 
Edftem Machiavels in gneffe would offer fuch an 
annittl advance, withoul a moral certainty <tf ado* 
qaate gain. In thb |>ofiEion I am ftill more con- 
firmed, by the advance offered from other quu*- 
ters, on difttnd and garbled parts i»f the Purgun- 
nahs, which in it/Be exceeds tlic others. 

If we have been hitherto kept fo far from the 
knoffle^ of the real value of thefe lands, after 
16 months pofTeffion, what are we to- expeft, when, 
from the courfe oS the fervice, they are no lof^r 
under the conduft of the prefeM celleclor, whofe 
knowledge in this branch muft be grcat^ fuperior. 
to any gentleman that fucceeds him \ and whofe 
vigilance in the execution of this truft cannot be 
exceeded. From the experience I have had in infr- 
nittly ft lefs, though fitnihr objeff, 1 know it tai 
ifl^lTibte for any one gentleman, witli the moA 
extenfive talents and integrity, to fuperiniend tht^ 
revenue in fuch manner as to prevent the Company' 
being injured i his attention cannot be every where; 
coafideMM muft be ptaced in a multitude ; and it 
happens moft unluckily, that this confidence ecn- 
ten from necefilty in a race of pec^le, who, from 
their infancy, are utter ftrangers to the very idea of 
f faith or honeAy. 
s The 
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The other ^lan of difpofing of the lands to the 
mullitude of people who have offered an advance 
On particular parts of each Purgunnah, I hav« 
ftrong and equal objeftions to. I am fcnfible thefe 
objefttons fliould have been laid before you fooner j 
and would, had I thought myfelf fooner maftef of 
the fubjeft. — We know not what or who thefc 
people are. I forefce a very great rifque of defi- 
ciencies in the rents, as well as much confufjon 
and needlefs expence entailed on this expedient, 
and ourftlves removed as far as ever from gaining 
a knowlcdgc'of the real value of this new and im- 
portant acquifition. On the whole, therefore, I 
am of opinion, that there is no effectual method to* 
arrive at this knowledge, and make the lands yield 
every advantage to our Honourable Employers ^ 
but by putting them up to public au£bion, tn Gnglc 
Purgunnahs, under the reftriftions already piib- 
liflied. — People of fubttance will be the only bid- 
ders for an entire Purgunnah -, the bad and unpro- 
fitable parts will go with the good and valuable, 
and the rifque of deficiencies in the rents be guarded 
ogainft i the expcnces of collcftinff will, in a man- 
ner, be reduced to nothing, and this branch of the 
fervice be rendered lefs complicated and intricate, 
■ by our having 25 purchafers only to account with 
us, in place of 5 or 600. 
I am, with refpeft, 

■Worfhipfiil Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft' obedient humble fervant, 
J. Z. Hplwelt 



This letter lay for confideration, the Board CvC- 

pending their final refoludon until they were joined 

by Governor Ciive, who was then ablcnr. On lus 

arrival Mr. Holwell communicated to him the rcfutt 

S of 



D,gn,-.rihyG00glC 



t m ^ 

of his tefearcties, touching the Purgunrtahs ; and 
at the fame time laid before him the following efti- 
mace he had formed of their real value, and the 
means by which he had acquired his knowledge. 

A moderate Estimate of the value of 24 
Pur gunnahs. 
Msgn and Satull — Sicca Rapeei 130,000 
Azeemabad -r- — 90,000 

Mora GolTee ^ — 90,000 

Mydoa Moll, Ekubberpore, Pycha Koolee 90,000 
Burridje HcKc, Elctearpore — T$,ooo 

Gurr — — . — 15.000 

Hotteagur, Myda — - 35,000 

Ballea, Boffundiee — — 70,000 

Calcuna, Am'r^re, Masnpore, Pfkoa 65,000 

Shawpore, Shawoagore, Karfv Jurce, ) . 

6uccar.S.gur _ ' _ \ zi.oo^ 

CofTpore — — io,oco 

Nofthern Purganoak — 51.000 

Sicca Rupees 750,000 per tnit. 

The firft rime the council met, the debate upon 
the Purgunnahs was refLimed, and Mr. HolweU*3 
letter of the itth of June read a fecond time, 
when Governor Ctive did hirn the honour to declare 
the reafons he gave for putting thole lands up to 
public fjle were unanfwcrable \ which concurring 
with the fentimcnts of the Board, it was unani- 
moufly refolred to throw the Purgunnahs into 15 
lots, and farm them out for three years certain to 
the higheft bidder at public auction, refcrving to 
the Company the royalti?s of ths lands, as the 
judicial power, fines, confifcations, buried treafurcs, 
■&c. &c. — I'hcy were accordingly fold, and pro- 
duced fevenLack, fixty-Bve thoufand, feven hun- 
dred Sicca Rupees, 15,700 Rupees beyond what 
Mr.'Holwel! had eftimatcd th^ wouIJ produce 
per annum. Let us add the produce of the royal- 
ties, very moderately ^imated at one Lack and 
a half 
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a half a year ; the whole gives 9 Lack 15,700, 
befidcs the value and produce of a lai^e trail of 
land, taken from the Purgunnahs next adjoining to 
Calcutta, to enlarge its bounds. We will not fay 
what thanks were due, on this occafion, to the 
zeal, integrity, and capacity of tSe gentleman we 
are defending -, we leave that to your candour.— 
Thcfe were the inferior Manauvres which the ano- 
nymous propagator of fcandal in his pamphlet of 
March 6tb, farcaftically mentions as reflcffions 
upon this gentleman's charader. — But wc- do not 
ftop here : — We proceed to {hew you, his attention 
and capacity was not conBned to this branch of 
your revenues and lands only ; in order to which, 
we (hall infcrt the following letter from Mr. Hol- 
well, to a ge.TtJeman who, a few years paft, was 
at the head of your affairs at home j to whofc in- 
tegrity, abilities and application you fland, we will 
be bold to fay, as highly indebted, as to any gen> 
tleman that ever fat in your direiftion — We have 
his permiiTion for this liberty ; and indeed, the in- 
ferttng it is, in fome fort, neceflary to conSrm and 
explain fafts jufl: now recited, that you may not 
think wc have picked them up to anfwer any pre- 
fent purpofe. 

To JOHN PAYNE, Efj. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 30, 1759. 

TO ihorten my remarks on the important fub- 
j(!a.-of your lands, I inclofe you copy of my 
letter to the council, of the nth of June, when 
theColonel was upon the Patna expedition ^ it then 
produced no other tffcdt than poftponing our re- 
folves until his arrival •, when the affair being 
refumcd, he did me the honour, with the reft of 
the board, of thinking my reafons for a publicfalc 
of the lands, by au&ion, uaanfwerable, and thd 
S.2 famt: 
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fame *as 'K&>Wed on unantaumfly ; ike eveat mdri 
than anfwered my expectation. I had taken great 
pains in ferreting out the real value of the lands, 
which was covered with almoft impenetrable ob- 
fcurity and difficuldei -, and by an cftimate I gave 
the Colonel at his return, ventured to pronounce 
they would yickl at leaft feven Lack and a half; 
and the total of their lales, on the 31ft of July, 
amounted to feven Lack, fixty-five thoufand feven 
hundred Sicca Rupees, excluftvc of feveral referrves 
in favour of the Company, fuch as a confiderable 
traA of land taken from th'e Furgunnahs adjoining 
to CalcutEa, to extend its bounds } and all advan- 
tages refulting from holding the royalties and judi- 
cial proceedings, &c. in our hands, on the Com' 
pany's account ; fo that I judge, the whole produce 
of thefe lands (the before-mentioned refcrves in- 
cluded) will be annually between . nine and tea 
Lack, the fum I think I guefied they would pro- 
duce, when once in conference with you upon this 
fubjedl:. From this the Coloners Jaggicr, of two 
Lack twenty-two thoufand Rupees being ckduAed, 
there will remain a net annual revenue to the Com- 
pany . of about feven Lack dghty thoufand Sicca 
Rupees per annum, on the fame lands which yielded 
net to the Company, the laft: year when the revenues 
were collefted on the govo-nment's plan, only three 
Lack, eighty-four thoufand, or thereabouts, as you 
will learn from the accounts of this revenue, now 
tranfmitted to the Company- 1 fee the Court of 
, DircAors flare with altonilhment at this incrcafe ; 
you will ftare too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor.— ' 
.Meihinks I hear them and you cry out. What the 
devil became of this difference the laft year, as it 
muft have been colleded, beyond the poffibility of 
a doubt ; or from whence can this advance anf'wer 
CO the prefenc farmers? The anfwer is eafy and 
obvious— the ditfcrcncc fell fliort in its way to. tho 
- . V- Com- 
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Company's treafury, by the fclf-fame roads your 
former revenues were diflipated, prior to my be- 

f inning the reform in your Zemindary — by the 
arpies employed in coUcfting. It may be farther 
slked, as the dilferencc is fo important and (Irik- 
jng, How comes it to pafs, that no rctrofpcflion 
fecms to have been thought of ? Here, I anfwcr 
for myfclf ; — I fought the Company's battles for a 
fertes of five years, and what encouragement and 
jreward 1 received for it in the end, you and the 
world have feen j the old f^rms prcdiicing an ad- 
vance, on an average, of 46 per cent, at their firfl: 
fair fale, was proof enough of former frauds, the 
more fo, as this advance encrcafcd ^very year, antl 
the other branches in proponion. As your for- 
mer J^cmindars could not juftly be deemed culpa- 
ble in that cafe, from the frequent changes in the 
■poft i fo in the prefent, no blame properly 
falls on your collcflor, the truft being too exten- 
five and complicate for the due execution and 
attention of any one man exifting; though the 
frauds here are equally obvious from the extraor- 
dinary increafe at a fair and public falc, where tht 
farmer was laid under every poQiblc check and 
Tcftra;it, that can either prevent his debaOng the 
'lands, or opprefllng the tenants -, and yet there is 4 
moral certainty of profit to him at the expiration 
of tlie three years ; and that they will then yield a 
further increafe to the Company.— But not to lofe 
fight entirely of a tctrofpeftion j T, for my own 
part, think, that at prelent ihe operators arc too 
Veil prepared for a fcrutiny they muft for many 
months have expedtai ; they have been in abfoluie 
pofTenion of all accounts and papers relative to the 
lands, and have cunning enough to take care thole 
accounts Ihall tally with the credits : befides, fhould 
■we even fucceed in our proofs, we (hould find this 
plunder divided into fuch a multitude of hands, our 
■ ■-■ S3 gain 
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gain at lafl: would be only our trouble for our pains.' 
That 1 ftiould have no ftomach to take the lead in 
an enquiry of this nature, you will readily account 
for -, and if I do not, I am fure no body elle will. 
It appears incumbent on Mr, Frankland, if on any 
body, to account to the Company for the extraor- 
dinary difference between the prefent falcs and his 
laft year's coUedions ; but this I conceive he will 
hardly think worth his while fo rear his departure ; 
and no body knows better than himfelf the fmali 
probability of its being attended with fucccfs, or 
credit, or thaijks from his employers, who have, I 
believe, pretty well cooled the zeal of their fer- 
vants for attempts of this kind. The very detec- 
tion of frauds, and increafe of the Company's 
revenues, though founded on the principles of 
faithfulnefs, honour, equity, and humanity, were 
(by fools, influenced by knaves) brought in bar 
againlt my receiving the reward and commiferation, 
which juftice extortetl from them in favour of the 
molt junior fcrvant in the Prcfidency. 

Before I entirely quit my fubjcft of the lands, I 
muft clear up;© you a circumftan.ce that may pof- 
fibly be caiife of wonder to you, viz. by what 

nieuns I arrived atihcir real value. In the firfl. 

place, I had long and full convjftion that the fame 
lyftcm of frauds and chicane ran through every 
Zemindary of the provinces j and from a general 
knowledge of the countries gr.!ntcd to us, it ap- 
peared to me mod aftonilhing, they Ihould yield 
no more rhrn was brought to the Company's credit, 
at the clofe of the year, in April laft ; when fo 
J'mall a territory as Calcutta produced, on a fcru- 
tiny and reform, an increafe of 7 j to 80,000 Sicca 
Kupees per annum. — I tried various means to trace 
out a faiisfaftory reafon, and 10 account to myfclf 
for it, but without fucccfs, until I learnt, by acci- 
dent, that three or four of the <>ld ftanders, em- 
ployed 
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ployed as tax-gatherers and writers in the Purgan- 
nahs, had b«n difmifled, at the inftigarion of the 
new operators. I fcnt privately for one or two of 
the moft creditable of them, and enquired into 
the caufc of their difmiffion ; and this brought on 
an opening of the whole icene, and gave me fuffi- 
cient foundarion for forming my letter of the i ith 
of June : had that failed in bringing the lands to 
a pubhc (ale to the higheft bidder, I had formed 
my rcfolurion to lay the lights I had received before 
Mr. Frankland (from which I knew, on the whole, 
he was kept in the dark) and if this had fallen Ihort 
of my views, I (hoiild then have laid them before 
the Council ; bwt by the iflbc I have the pleafure 
of feeing the Company in pofTeflion of pretty near 
tlic value of this princely acquifition, without being 
myfelf involved in debates and contention. Thus, 
Sir, having maiJe you mailer of this fubje£b in as 
Oiort n detail as pofilble, I (hall clofe it with thif 
remark, that the fame chain of frauds runs thro' 
the revenues of the whole empire, but more parti- 
cularly in there three provinces, to the heavy annual 
lofs of the crown, a circumftance which may, in a 
future favourable conjuncture, be well worth con- 
fideration ; ac prefcnt we have but to aflc and have, 
a more cafy acquifition of the Subadary than that 
we have already obtained of the Purgunnahs ; but 
the times are not yet ripe for fa great a grafp, nor 
have we fuiH>.icnc ftrength to hold itj though it is 
certain, were we Subas of the provinces, th? em- 
peror would regularly receive more than doubly 
the revenues thcfe provinces ever produced tq 
him ■, and the Eaft-India Company become. In ^ 
thorttime, the richcit body of fubjciSts in the world. 
Little need be fdid with refpecl to your Impor( 
Warehoufe. On my taking that charge, I found 
my predcceflbr, Mr. Becher, had left me little oi; 
qothing to reform or regulate j for which the Com- 
S 4 pany 
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pany and I owe him thanks. That you maybe 
convinced the fales of their imports have not fuf- 
fered under my condud, I inclofe you copies of the 
only two made fince my being at the head of this 
office ; the fccond fale's falling fomcthing fhort 
of 'the firil, muft be attributed to the quantity of 
goods of the firft falc laying on the merchants* 
hands, at the period appointed for the fccond, oc- 
cafioned by the long alarm of the Shaw Zadda's 
advance into the provinces, which put a total ftop, 
tor feme months, to the trade of the country ; and 
for fome time to the provifion of your arung in- 
Veftnicnts. 

You will find by this fhip's advices, the board 
have made pretty free with your orders, touching 
the fea cuftoms ; the prefent times, in faft, not 
admitting the carrying them to a greater height, 
without a rifque of the total lofs of trade to your 
fettlement. As the cuftoms and duties are nov/ 
ftipulatcd, I judge they will, with vigilance, pro- 
duce a very acceptable revenue to the Company. It 
is the very worn: poiicy in the world to load trade 
with the utmoft duty it will bear, or to pufli up 
the fales of eithtr your lands or imports to their 
greateft value; an opening far a fair profit ftiould 
ever be left to the merchant and farmer, or the con- 
fequence, in the firft inftancc, will be an illicit 
trade, oppreflions on the tenants, and no fales at 
all'of your imports of woollen goods, &c. 

I really want courage to touch, or animadvert 
on your immenfe ftanding expcnces, as I fce not 
any prefent plan we can fall on for the rcduftiori 
of them. 

You will remember. Sir, that, from a rough 
calculate I made at home of receipts and diftjurle- 
ments, I pronounced the gentlemen here had been 
too hafty m their advice to the Court of Direftors, 
that tliey fhould -want no fupplies of money for 
• . ■■ - three 
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three years. "We have felt the confequcnce c^ 
that precipitate pat-agrapti, and were reduced to 
the neceffity of opening the treafury doors, in Aui 
guft laft, for the iiipply of Madrafs and our currcrit , 
fcrvicc. We tookthis opportunity of reducing the 
ufual intercft of nine per cent, toei^t*, it was 
propofed to reduce it to fix per cent. ; but had 
we perfifVed in that, we might hare (bin our doors 
again ; for fince the large films remitted th« laft 
year, money has recovered its former value frpAi its 
icarcity, as every thing elfc docs. 
I am. Sir, 

Your moll obliged humble lerrant. 



We (hall add one remark only on this fubjefb <tf 
the Purgunnahs, end that from good authority, 
viz. that there was a moral certainty of yet a verr 
confiderable advance upon the next fale, for they 
were not at the firft fale, puihed up to their utmoft 
value, but a latitude left for the farmer to make a 
handfome profit, which we have good aJTurance was 
the cafe, one lot excepted, which was purchafcd too 
high by a fpitcful competition between two of the 
natives. The farmers, for their own fakes, will 
improve the lands and revenues ; and confequcntly 
their value at tiie next fates muft be inhanced, 
which we hope has fo proved for your fakes ; and 
*e doubt not but the Manauvrei of our friend 
hitherto, will refleft honour upon his charafler, in 
place of the infinuated reproach of this anowfmims 
Jlanderer; and that his firft charge, which for cer- 
tain reafbni we fpeak to laft, will appear to be 
equally falli: and fcandalous. 

This charge, fo boldly aflertcd againft Mr. 
Holwellj is, in its nature, of fo black a dye, that 
did we think there was a lliadow of foundation fot> 
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it, we fhould blufh to take up the pen in his dew 
fence — Left you Ihould have loft fight of it, wc 
think it needful to prefent it again-to your view. 
(Jnen. page 37.) " His (Colonel Clive's) fucceflbr 
** in the Government, who had been particularfy iu~ 
*' JirumaUal in bringing down Sou Rajab Dowh^ end 
** covfequentlf in sccqfioning tbefirft revolution in Ben- 
•* gah" — that is, neither more nor lefs, than without 
Tcferve, charging Mr. Holwellwith being the caufe 
of all the defolation and mifery which overwhelmed 
your fettlements in 1756. Let this Proher, as he 
Ibmewhere calls himfelf, anfwer this charge to the 
Prober of all Hearts^ whilft we, from the materials 
in our power, proceed in our defence againft it. 

And here it is with the deepeft grief and concern 
we find ourfelves obliged to open a wound, which 
we hoped had been clofed for ever j but thus 
prefled, thus ftimulated, what can wc do ? Shall 
we abandon our friend to the impreffions of this 
infamous accufation, when we know the rectitude 
of his heart and conduct f Forbid it, Truth ! for- 
bid it, Juftice ! The real caufes of that calamity 
and ruin have been long hid from the public, under 
the veiloi fecrecy, in Leiden hall-ftreet. Wc will 
unfold no more of it than friendfhip exa<5t& froti^ 
II?. — There was a period when juftice to indivi- 
duals Ihould have moved your Court of Dire^ors 
to have laid the whole before yon, but partial views 
forbjd it. It ha: plainly appeared to you, by the 
Letter of the 25tn of March, 1757, that Mr* 
Holwell was then marked for dcftruftion ; the 
force of evidence and fads could not withhold the 
applaufes and acknowledgmencs due to his merit 
and fcrviccs, but the clogg in council was again put 
on, which was fo politely and juftly laken oiT iiv 
1755. This was a favojr nat much coveted by 
him ; bur, when granted, did him honour. Greater 
^tfhonour was the confequence, when this reltric-. 
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tJon was again impofcd upon his rifing. -It did, aS 
was plainly inrendcd, leffcn him in the eye of ihc 
natives and your fervants abroad, and fuiEcientljr 
declared the fentimenrs of that -Pombay Faftion, 
which foon after obtained the lead in your Diretlion. 
But to refutne our fnbjed. 

Mr, Holwell obtaining his liberty at Moorlhada- 
bad, protnifed, (in a fhort letter he wrote to the 
two other Prelidencies of Bombay and M^drafs) 
that he would tranfaiit to the Company a particular 
account of the real caufes, which drew on your 
Prefidency of Bengal fuch fatal caJamiries. Ac- 
cordingly, at Fulta, he made good that promifcin 
the following letter, addreffed to your Court of 
Direftors, through the channel of your CoitncU 
there. Little did he then think he (hould ever 
have occalion for, or be under a neceOity of pro- 
ducing it in his own vindication. 

To the Henowahle the Court of DireSIers for Affairs 
of the Honourable the United Company of Mer- 
tbanls of England, trading to the Kaft-Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, Fultat 30th Ncv. 1756. 

IMmedlately on my being releafcrd from my im- 
prifonnient and fetters at Muxadabad, I ad- 
dreilcd your two Prefidencies of Bombay and Fore 
St. George, on the fubjedt of the lots of youc 
poficffions in thefc parts, under date the 1 7th of 
July laft, and again on my arrival at Houghly, 
under date the 3d of Augul^, when I duly for- 
wardeJ CO them duplicates of thofe I difpatchcd from 
Muxadabad, and rcquclied the advices I gave there 
miyht be tranfmicted to you by the moil expedi- 
tious conveyance ; and at the fame time referred to 
a particular narrative of the caulVs, and various 
accidents, which brought on the heavy lois you 
have fultaincd : this I promifed to forward as loon 
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« my health would enable me. The flow reooveiy 
of my fight, muth impaired by the (hock and injury 
my nerves fuffered that fat^al night in the Black 
Hole, and from being expolcd to the fun on my 
paflage to Muxadabad, muft plead my pardon for 
your not receiving the- narrative I promifed, by 
the fliip difpatched, I underftand fome time this 
month, from youi* Prefidency of Fort St, George, 
and by which ■! am fenfible you will receive many 
different narrativ-cs and accounts of the caufcs of 
our misfortunes *, leaving thofc to your impartial 
confideration — I fit tipwn to difcharge this part of 
my duty, humbly intrcating you will believe me 
determined to pity the 'ftri^eft regard to truth, 
to the bcft - of my knowledge ; and that I will 
not, by any reprefcntation, either in reafooing or 
fads, endeavour to ipiftead your judgments, or 
influence them either in fevour of myfelf, or to the 
disfavour of any one elfe, further than juftice to 
myfelf, and the ftate and nature of things^ will 
make it unavoidable ; fhunning, as much as 
poIBble, any repetition of matters already tranf- 
mitted you in my letters of the 17th of July, and 
gd rf Auguft laft, which I requeft may be kept 
in your view, as I do not find caufc to rctraft any 
elTential part fnf them. 

7d. Mahabut Jung (better known by the name 
of Ally Verdi Cawn) demifing on the 9th of April 
ia<t, was foccecdcd in the governmentof the Suba- 
fhip by hisgrandfon Surajud Dowlas without op- 
pofition, excepting from the young Begum, TtiiSi 
of Shaw Amet Jung, uncle of Surajud Dowla. 
This Princefs, forefecing her liberty and the im- 
menfe wealth of her latdy-dcceafed hufband, would 
' fall a facrittr? co tiie new Suba, had meditated for 
fame time the raili^-ig another to the SubaJhip, and 
with this view retired, before the denth of the old 
Suba, to her palace, (fome diftancc from the city) 
named 
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tiamcd Mootfe-Giel, with RaagbulTob, ttie Dewas 
of her krc hufband, Nazzur Aly Cawn, and othcri 
the moft faithful of her offitxrs and donieftics j 
where flic fortified herfcif, and raifcd fomc troops 
CO oppofe the fuccefllon of her nephew. When th< 
difpute was near coming to Extremities, the okl 
Begum, reli£t of Ally Verdy Gawn, imcrpofed 
with her mediation, by which, and the promices of 
Surajud Dowla, that the Princefs ftiould remain in 
full poflcfiion and fecurity o£ life, liberty, and pro* 
pcrty, fhe was prevailed on to- difband her troops^ 
lubmiited to the banilhment from the provinfes* 
Nazzur Aly Cawn, and two xitber officers, and 
returned co the city ; where flie was no fboner ar> 
rived than flic was made a prifoner, and her palaces 
and pofieffioDS feiied and confifcaKd to the Suba's 
ufe. " 

3d. The new Suba having, on his fucceOion to 
the government, fent advice thereof, with a fcer* 
paw, (or dreis) to Shoucutjirng, his coufin, the 
Nabob of Purranea : this latter returned the feer- 
paw, and difavowed fubniiffion [o him as Suba of 
the provinces ) aflerting liis government of Purra-f 
nea to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn independant of 
him. This occafioned the rcfentmenr of Suraju4 
Dowla, who refolved to reduce hiin by force; and 
after he had laid the ftorm the young Begum had 
attempted to ratfe agatnfl him, he ' immediately 
marched againf): Shoucutjung with a ftrong army, , 
which had been raifed by the old Suba, forcfoeing 
the difficulties his grandfon would have to encoun* 
ter after his death. Here i muft leave the Suba 
on his' march, and go back in point of time to mat- 
ters no lefs neceflary to inveftigate the real caufes 
of his fubfequent march to Calcutta ; which is la 
blended with fome incidents attending the late 
change and government at Muxadabad, that it is 
iirpoffible 
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impoffible to give a diftinEt view of the one, with- 
out a iboit recital of the others. 

4th. On the death of Shaw Amct Jung, ^more 
pcnerally known by the name of Ncwaris Mahomet 
Cawn) and during the life of the old Suba, Sura- 
jud Dowla, who had in effeft the reins of govern- 
ment in his hands long -before the deccafe of his 
grandfather, fcizcd on Raagbullob abovementioncd, 
the chief officer of Shaw Amet Jung, and by im- 
prifonment and ocher defpotic and fevere methods, 
endeavoured to force from him a confefllon and 
difcovery of Shaw Amct Jung's riches; but the 
minitter, faithful to his deceafed tnafter, could not 
be brought to any confefllon injurious 10 the inte- 
reft of his furvivjng family, and after a few days fuf- 
ferings, obtained his liberty by the intcrccffion of 
the young Begum, with iicr father and mother, 
Ally Verdy Cawn and his Bc^um : but Raag Bul- 
lob being fcnfiblc the refolution he had (hewn for 
the intercft of ihe family of his deceafed mafter, 
(between whom and Surajud Dowla there had been 
a long hstred and animolity) would never be for- 
given by Surajud Dowla, thought it incumbent 
upon him to provide as well as he could for the 
fcfcty of himfei£ And in rcfentment for the ufagc 
he had unjuftiy received for his integrity to the 
young Begum, readily entered into her councils to 
oppoie the fucreflion ; and finding the death of the 
old Suba was near at hand, and reconciling his 
own family and greatefl part of his wealth weie 
expofcd to danger at Dacca, his firfl care was to 
draw them to a place of lecunty ; in order to 
which he applied to Mr. Watts, your Chief at 
CofTimbuzar, telling him his family were going 
from Dacca to worlhip at Jaggernaut, and Diould 
take Calcutta in the way ; requefting ac the fame 
time, that they might there find a proper reception. 
Mr. Walts accordingly wrote to the Frefident, and 
I think 
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I thin^ to Mr, Manningham, to much th£ fame 
effcd. Thefe letters arrived during the abfencc of 
your FFefident ac Ballifore, and much about die 
time that Kiflendas, the eldell Ton of Raagbullob, 
and the family reached Calcutta, from Dacca ; at 
icaft 1 know no otherwifc, for in the evening, I 
think, of the 13th of March, my people at the 
Waterfide Chowkcys brought me iiitelligence, that 
Raagbullob's family was arrived from Dacca, and 
that they had received orders from Mr. Manning- 
tiam for their admittance, who having occafion to 
fummon a Council the next morning, for thedif- 
patch of the Negrai's fupplics, fliewed me Mr. 
Watts's letrer to tlie Prefident, who likewifc com- 
municated the fame to me on his return to the fct- 
tkmcnt. This ktter, I now underftand, the Pre* 
fident has loft amongft the reft of his papers ; rfio' 
I often fincc the commencement of our troubles, 
as he rauft recollect, urged to him the necelfity of^ 
preferving it in his own and our vindication : how- 
ever, as I had twice perufed ir, and had fioce occa- 
iion enough to retain in my memory the firft im- 
preflions I bad received of it, I can venture to 
aflert it was near the following purport : 

*' That he, Mr. Watts, had been applied to by 
** RaagbuUob, the Chuta Begum's Dewan, wijo 
*' advifed him that his family had left Dacca with 
*' intention to go to worfliip at Jaggernaut, and 
" (hould take Calcutta in his way, and rtqucftcd. 
" he would write to their Governor touching their 
*' reception there, and that they might be fupplied 
** with boats, or ought elfe they might haveoccafion 
•' for on their cxpcditicn ; that in compliance with 
" Raagbullob's intimation and requeft, he wrote, 
" and recommended his family's being received 
*< with all polSble refped and regard, not only on 
•* account of his influence with the Chuta Begum, 
f but bS his power at Dacca might be of the ut- 
" moll 
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•• moft'confequence to our Hoaourable Matters 
*• affairs there." 

In confequ^nce of this recommendatory letter, 
and the realons urged by Mr. Watts, tbey wcrer 
received in the fettlement, and treated with all pof- 
iible regard. Whether Mr. Watts knew, or can 
be fuppofed ta have judged, that Raagbullob's 
family going to Jaggernaut to worfhip, was a pre- 
tence only to facilitate their ^obtaining a protection 
in Calcutta, I cannot fay \ but I recolkft the Pre- 
Cdcnt's communicating to me another letter he 
received from Mr, Watts, about the time that the 
death of the old Suba was deemed inevitable, 
wherein he recommended it as expedient, " That 
** KilTendafs, and the reft of Raagbullob's fantily 
** fiiouid have no longer prou^ion in Calcutta, ai 
** it was very uncertain what turn things would 
** take after the deceafe of the Suba." The Pre- 
fident will, I doubt not, do me the juftice of ac- 
knowledging I enforced this falutary advice, and 
preOed more than once the difmidion of tliis family, 
forefeeing they would be demanded-, and Mr. 
Manningham and myfelf had many uncafy conii;- 
rences on the proteftion being continued to them, 
fearing it might be produflive of troublefome con- 
fequences, and poHibly embroil us with the new 
government, Ifaould they remain in the fcttlemcnt 
until the Suba*s deceafe. Why the Prefidcni de- 
layed their difmiflion, I am at a lofs how to account 
for ; but certain it is, had they been obliged to 
quit the place, a handle would have been taken 
flway from many, who have been too ready to urge 
and maintain the protciflion given to this family as 
the great«ft» nay,' the fole caufe that drew on us 
the Suba's refentment ; which I doubt not of con- 
vincing your Honourable Court is very diftant 
from the truth. Their difmiflion, however, would 
have faved us from a moft difficult fituation which 



we. profcncly, fell into; for we no fooner received 
ad/ice of, tlie death of Ally Verdy Cawn, than we 
had noiic alfo. of the Hand made againft Siirajud 
Uowla's , fuccKflian, by the young Begum and her 
piircy, of which Raagbullob was the chief minifter 
and favciiri.-e of his niiftrefs -, fo that it became at 
that junclure a ■d-ngerous ftcp to the Company's, 
inie.'cil to turn his family out of the fcttlement, the 
more efpccially as for fome days advices from all 
qu.irrers were in favour of the Begum's party, 
i^otwithftanding which,- cs the nev/Subahad been 
proclaimed in the city, the Pfefident wrote the 
ufual congratulatory letter to him, which was fa- 
vourably received. 

5th. Here it become^ needful to recite, that 
fomc little time beibrc the o!d Suba's death, the 
Prcfident received s private letter from Mr. Wctts 
to the following purport : " That there was a 
" multitude of the govetpment's fpies at Calcutta; 
" that the fmall ftrength of ics fortifications and 
*' garrifon, and . die eafy capture of it, were the 
". public dilcourle of the 'city and durbar j and 
*' that it behoved Mr. Drake to be upon his guardj 
" and by , fome means prevent the government's 
** fpies bringing daily intelligence to the durbar of 
** the weak fuuation of the place," This letter 
the Frelidrnt communicated to me, and gave me 
orders, as Zemindar to make a £lH£t enquiry ' 
after fuch. as might juflly be fufpefted, and that 
had nareal call of bufinefs in the place ; and alfo 
that I would ifuie orders to the fevcral Chowkeys, 
or places of guard, to admit none to land, or be 
admitted into the town without his orders. Thcfe 
inftruftions I immediately obeyed, and fevcral fuf- 
pecled perfons were, in conlcquence of them, 
turned out of the place, and none admitted with- 
out a ftri£t examination. 

T 6th. 
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6tTt. On Raagbullob's withdrawing himfelf, witb 
the young Bfgum, toMootec Giol, Sarajud DoW' 
la dtfpaichtrd Naran Sing» brother to Rajaram, the: 
Fowzdaar of Midnapore^ to Calcutta, with a per- 
wannah, the contents of which were, to demand 
Kiflendafe and his family to be delivered iq) between 
eight and nine in the evenit^ of, 1 think, the 14th 
Of April. The Prefident being at Barafur, and 
Mr. Manntr^ham at his country refidence, Omy- 
chund came and advit'ed me that Naran Sing had 
ffot, in the difguife of a European dre^ inco the 
tetiiement, and had the Suba's perwannah to de- 
mand Raagbullob's family, and was at his houfc 
aiking. Whether I would permit his bringing him 
to vi£t me ? As be had got entrance into Sic place, 
I thought it advifedblc to fee him, and C^ychund 
brought him accordingly in ibcuc half an hoar. 
I received hkn with the tefpe^t due tfr a brother of 
Hajaram, an ofBcer in much trull and conGdcnc<£ 
with both the latt and prefent Suba ; he tendered 
tnc his perwannah, but I cxcufed myfelf from ic< 
ceivtog it, as it was addrefled to the Governor, 
who I tctd him would be in town in the mominey 
on which he took his leave well hashed. In tm 
looming early I fent for the Jenimautdaac of the 
Chowkey where Naran Sing landed, and wasaoii^ 
to punifh him for admitting any one in the fertle- 
ment without orden, when he informed me thas 
Naran Sing came in the difguife of a common Ben- 
gal Fykar s that he oppofcd his landing, bucthac. 
toon after Omychund'i fervants came to him with- 
a mcfiage, /ignifying that he was a relation of 
his houle, and that he might admit him. Soon 
after, on advice that the Prcfidenc was returned to 
town, I waited on him with the report of this 
tranfafUtHi, and found with him Meflieurs Man- 
ningham and Franktand ; we were all a good deal 
cmbarrafled how to ad on -this occafion, that the 
£ime 
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iaAw teikns that befbit forbid the family's being 
turned out of the place, afwr the Suba's death; 
fttH fubfifted eijuatly fbtfng againll delivering theifi 
up, 2A tht conteft was yet undecided txtwetA 
Sungud Dowla and the youiig Begurti. The re^ 
fult at laft of our dcUberations was, that as Nanrt 
6ing had ftole likfc a thief anda fpy into the fettle^ 
ment (and not like one in the piimic chara^cr h« 
pretendedi and as bearing the Suba's ordcra) th* 
Prefident (hould iiot receive him or his pcrwannah ; 
Which rcfolution was put in execution, and thi 
Prefident lent one of his Chubdsian to him, With 
orders to quit the fettlementj which he did : and 
Inftantly le^rs wcre,difp«ched to Mr. Watts td 
advife him of the aC^atr, with infti-ji^ions to guard 
tgainft Mf ill cohfequence which might ariftf 
from it. 

7th, The foregoing isi Hoholh'able Sirs, a faithJ 
ful narratire of the jproteftion giren to KiffendafSj 
the fon and family or Ra^bullob, which has been 
{nduftrioully and malicioufly by fomti and erroneoon/ 
by ethers, circulated as the principal caufe of the lofit 
bf yOurfirrtkmehtsinBefigal} an «V«tlt which, I wiU 
loon dcmonftrate, had mudi deeper and tpofereniott^ 
foundatioii : for on your Chiefs at Cdffimbuzaf 
ttiaking a proper reprcfentatioft of this affafr at the 
Durbar, it hardly occafioned ail^ eiAodoil or dif- 
Jileafore irt the ^uba, nor ever had a phux in any 
of tAe fubfequent complaints forwarded to us« 
through the channel of that fulx>rdinate. 

8thi The probability of a breach with Prance 
had been the fubjoft of difcourfc for fotne titfici 
before it was confirmed to as by the arrival of your 
letter on the Delawar i and as about the lame time 
we received news of the taking Gyria by' his 
Majefty's fouadron, both became the fubjbft Of 
much fpecufauon at the Durbar, where tHe min- 
tarjr and naval ftreogth of the EnglHb ifi India 
T 2 wer? 
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were greatly cxa^erated^ and no fmall puns taken 
to inlbl a dread of- ic incp the government ; and if 
.the agents for the French Eaft-India C<?nipsny 
(whofe garrifon at Chandanpgorc did noj, ,at this 
period, amount to 50 men) were not a,t the bottom 
of ihefe reports, it is at lejir, I hope, no breap h of 
charity to conclude, ihey uftd every means in their 
power to confirm them j at leatt fuch was our 
information, when it was conFidtntly afferted in 
the Diirbar at Muxadabad, and gained belieti that 
the EngliHi had (i:^[ccn (hips of war» and a Itrong 
land-force coming co Bengal. 

9th. On the receipt of your letter by the Dcla- 
war, we began to pet the lettlement into as good a 
pofture of defence as we could ■, and as die para- 
pet and embrazuresi as well as the gun carriages 
of the line to the weftward of the tort, "were much 
cm of repair, they became the firftobjed of our 
attention i a number of woikmen were employed. 
End 1 believe the parapet and cmbrazurci (the 
greateft part of which we were obliged to puU 
down) more than half run up, when the Prelidenc 
was furprized with a perwannah from the Suba> 
to the following purport : 

. " That he had been informed we were building 

'^ a wall, and digging a large ditch round 

" the town of Calcutta : That he did not 

" approve of our carrying on thtfe works 

" without his pcrmilTion : And ordered Mr. 

" Drake to defift immediately, and deftroy 

" what he had already done." 

10th. The French having ftrengthened their 

fort by an additional barton, which they had at 

thistin-.ecomplcated, received, at the fame juncture 

we did, aperwannah to the likctftecti both of them 

having been difpatchcd by the Subah, as he was 

on his march againlt the Purrunea Nabob 1 and 

ilie aRf-vcrs ;9 ihem reached the Suba on the iamc 

■ .. . - "^^y 
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■diy at Rajamaal, a city about three days marcH 
from Muxadaba'd ; nnd the- French, by t^e com- 
pletion of thc'.r baftion, being enabled rodefjftiiji-. 
mediately, anfwcred him accordingly -, afiuring 
bim at the fame tims, that they had buik no new 
works, and had only repaired one of their baftions 
which had been injure;' by lightning : With whtcl) 
anrwrr he appeared I'jdslicd. 

iith. 'Ihe reply your I'refident returned 10 the 
Suba's perwannah, was, to the btft of my remem- 
brance, as follows : 

** That the Suba had been mifinfcirmed in refpcd 

" to our building a wyll round our town; 

** and we had -dug rio diiLh fince the rnvr.fion 

" of (the Mor.tttrs, -at which tin:c we exe- 

** cuted fuch a work' at the p:irt!cu!ar requcft 

" of our inhabif^nts,- and with the know- 

*' ledge and approbation of Ally Vcrdy 

*' Cawn -, that in the late v;ar between our 

'* nation and the French, they had attacked 

*' and taken the town of Madrafs, con.tf'y^y 

*' to the newtrilitv we cxj>e£led would' have' 

" been prelcrved in the Mogul's dominronsV 

*' and that ibere bi,'ing at p-eltnt great appear- 

** ance of another wiir bet^*ee^'the two 

■" crowns, we were «rnter fome apprehirnfions 

" they would ail in the faine tnanncr in Bcn- 

" gal J to prevent which we were only re"- 

'* pairing our line of'guns to the water- iidt." 

' Jt is iruttlefs now to wilh this anfwer had been 

debated in Council before it was fi-nr, where f think 

rnuch impropriety would faave appeared in it, ai 

the whole of ii had a'tenckncy to confirnnthe Sub'i 

in a belief' of thofc infmiMtions, which- had been' 

already conveyed -to him, that the w-jr betwecfi uj 

atid the French would probably be bi^ougfit rrtttf 

ftrngal, befidcs its carrying a tacir reRefl?ionHort Vhcf 

Suba's *ani of-povwr or will to- protti3;wa.""Tbrf 

,■ _ T 3 conlc- 
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fKinlequence was adequate} for he was much cn^ 

raged at the receipt of it, and immediately ordered 
your fii^ory at CoQimbvizar to be invefted ; whicl^ 
was accordingly done on the z2d of May, by Roy 
pullob, of which we rep eiyed advice from the gen- 
tlemen there the zsth, and fe^^eral other fwle- 
quenc letters, informing us of additional forces 
being added on the faaory, from time to dme, 
and that they expci^ed every moment to he attacked^ 
and that the Suba was on his march to Muxadabad. 
The fubjcft matter of complaint, afllgned in every 
letter, Itill regarded the n^w wofks we were carry- 
jog on in Calcutta. 

1 2th. On the firft at^vice received ftom the 
gentlemen at Coflimbuzar, we fbmarded to them 
a copy of the PreQdcnt'a anfwer to the Nabob's 
perwannah, and ii> oi^r ferefal difp4tche3 recom- 
mended to them to ufe every falotaiy means in 
their power to put a ftop (o the Suba's rcfenwient, 
^nd obtain a currency to our bufinefs, (whif:h was 
now obftrufted at cirery fubordinatc apd arung). 
T^e difeffted them to afljire the Suba wc w^c earry- 
ipg on no new works y that we had dug no ditch 
that our enemies had mifreprefentcd us ; that if he 
gave no credit to our affertions, we intrcated any 
one he could ponGde in to infped- them, and wrote 
the Suba rcpeatcdi letters to the like purpofe. We 
mtewife gave ?he gentlemen inftruftions to rcmon- 
ftrate and expoftulaie ftrongly againd this hard 
treatment, and to endeavour to trace out, if pof- 
fible, whether one or other of the European nations 
Y12S not i,% the bottom of it, with intent to eriibroU 
fhe Company's affairs, 'and beQeHt (hoTc of their 
Smployen, ^tid to ufc all means of knowing from hi^ 
minifterfi if the Suba's intentions were to extort a 
^m of nuney from u? (conformaltle to the iinjufl: 
and ufual method of his predeceflbrs ;} withal gir. 
V)£ fhem pftj^tive orders lo mxke no conceirion, or. 

gitfll 
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^ve my pnMtiife toud^ifig the demolkicm of our 
lonifieations. 

13th. Thus, Honourable Sirs» you fee us fc- 
duceij to the neccfTity, either of refifting the arbi- 
trary orderi of the Suba, or of abandoaing ind 
■le»viog open your Prcfidcncy to the mercy of the 
French, contrary to your CM-ders and iniimttion to 
vs l^ the Delawar ; for to aJJ our remonftrances 
wc could receive no faris£i&i<w from the gcutlc- 
men at Coffimbuzar, but was ftill advifiS, the 
^uba infffted on our demgJilhing our new works, 
(when in h& we had made oone) and fill up a 
ditch we had never dug. 

14th, Under date, I think, the ift of June, we 
received a letter from your Chief and Coun,cil at 
CoHimbuzar, adviling, that Roy DooJob had told 
Do£ltM- Forth, that the Suba's rcfentment was 
c^ufedonly by the draw-bridge aad wotks wc had 
builc 91 Saagbazar, and the oftagon which Mr. 
Kellall had rebuilt ia his g^rdeo : And that if we 
would write the Suba we would demoliib thofe 
works, the forces wou)d be immediately wlihdrawEi : 
And the ger^lemen likewise ioforcing this as a ne- 
cciTary aad effcftual cxpedi.nt to puc an end to the 
troubles, we in full council to<^ it into conlidera- 
tictn i and fleie£ting on the heavy lofs and dtfad- 
vantagc yoa woi^ fuftait) in your inveftment, by 
the c<»itinuaAce <^ the ftoppagc of your bufine&, 
and jpdgiag thjtle work? and draw- bridge at Baag- 
b^zar fo far detached, ^ to be of little ule in the 
defence of the place againft an European «neioy, 
we tfnanimoudy asvcd and determined* to p^tttntfe 
ihe detnolition w^then), and the o£t«goii at Mr> 
. Kclfall's garden ; and to that purpon, as foochiag 
a lener as cquld be indited was inftantjy drawn up, 
to the Suba, from the f^refidenc, and incloled to 
Mr. Watts and his Council, to whom we aUb 
tyrpte^ advifing ihcm of our compliance and readi< 
T 4 nefs 

D,gn,-.rihyG00glC 



t j8o ] 

riffs to dcmo'.ifh' tholi works which had" given hioi 
difpleafure. Triplicates of this arafdafs atid letter 
we difpaiched in four hours, to arrive iri ihmy-Cix. 
hours i and ordered a large reward to tiie Coflids 
if they arrived in the time. 

1 5th. We received another (hort letter under the 
■fame date, viz. the ift of- June, wherein the gen- 
tlemen infom:ed us, the forces on the faiftory 
amounted to 12,000, with a train of artillery, and 
that pofitivc orders were arrived to attack- it, re- 
querting they might be reinforced with an hurV- 
tlred men i on which a council was'fummoned, 
their requeft taken into confiderationi and the five 
'Captains called in, and dcfned to give their opi- 
nion, whether' it was pLiflibic this rtinforcemeric 
could be thrown into the plarc ? They withdrew, 
and after debating it amongfl: themtelve«, gave us 
their opinion in writing, (kclaring the thing im- 
prafticable, and that the force the gdiUk-iiien had 
in the fort was, in their judgments, fufficient to 
defend it againft the troops brought iigainft them. 
This opinion we iaimcdiately dilpiHchcd 10 them, 
diredifig them, if they were attacked, to make i»s 
good a dcfonce as they could^ and when they found 
(hey could defend the faftory no longer, to make 
the-bcft retreat in rheir power : but !• b^-lievt nei- 
ther this letter, nor feme of our preceding one*, 
reached the gentlemen, che Suba havitig for' ibiric 
days cufofFall correfpondcocc between us ; a plain 
indication that an accommodation was not the 
mark-- he ■ aimed at. ■ ■ 

i6th. Oh the 6rh of June we had a rumour cf 
Codlmbuzar-'s being taken by the Nabob, which 
■was confirratd to ijs the 7thi by a better' from Mr. 
. Matthew Collett, ; your fecond at that feftory i 

■ which, atdeffding to my beft rtiJoJlcdiriuni tJtprcfied 
as foUo»B?' ■ ■ • ■ ■ . . ■-! 

■ - ■ ."- . : .-■ . "'That 
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• »* That lipon the Nabob's repeated orders ro !iis 
■ '^' Generals to atlaik the faftory, unlefs' the 
*' Chief' v/ent in pcrfon to him, Mr. Watfs, 
"bf "the 'advice of his Council, thooghli; 
f*- morcadvilcable to go to the Nabob, "than 
''''rrflt involving the, Company 7n a war with 
■ «* the Government 1 that he accordingly did fd 
« ■on' the 2d of June,' and on coming to his 
" prefrnce was made a prifoner, and orders 
« lent -for Mr. CoHet, (and I think Mr. 
" Batfon) to attend him i Hkewifc to Ogn, 
'♦ jointly with Mr;-Wates, a machulkah, (or 
" obligation, with a penalty annexed) which 
" order 'they obeyed j but in place of being 
'' fct at liberty, iitwn flgning the machulkah 
** required, Mr. Collet was fent back to die 
' " faftory, with tiircftions to deliver it up to. 
« Roy Doolcb, ' which he Was obliged to 
«' comply 'with, and was then giving up the 
« accotirtt of the cannon, ammunition, and 
« military ftorcs ; that the faftOry wns not 
" plundered, and the Nabob Was determined 
" to march to Calcutta with his whole army, 
" eftimated then at 50,600 fnvn, beiidcs a 
'» large train of artillery." ' . 
The reaibns whi'ch (way^d Mr. Watts to quit 
his government at fuch a junilure as that, and^ruft 
^ifnfelf in the hands of the Suba, (on whole cha- 
rafler or principles no rcafonable faith could be 
had; w'ithcut any p.opcr fecurity, hoft'age, or f^fe- 
gnafd for, his pcTl'nr. 1 or thofe which urged Mr. 
Colfct t3,f,)flo'.v his example, when he knew his 
Chief visfe ma'de S prifoneti' and that coniequently 
■'tlicVruft, cortimand;,and government of the fac- 
Vprv', fcrr, 'and garrifon, (feVolVcd tipon himfclf; 
or why this fbM fettleirtent was tHus given up, 
'without h fihglt ftrokb'beihg' ftruck for it^ I am 
•''rotally a ftrangcr to, and 'oari' only Hope, fcr their 

fakes. 



fakes, ind the honour of their coii;iti7, they hAvc, 
or will Judif^ their condud to you in tboTe parti- 
piilars. I wiU not rubfcribe to thet^itnioii i^ our 
fiv9 C^pt^ns, as already recited, and Uy their 
force was fuf5cje[it to refift fmd defend the place 
for any long time 9gain4 the Suba's aripy ( but had 
>t been d^ended at 41. be could niH have attacked 
and taken it, without the lojs of Qme, many of 
his people, and probably fome of bis principal 
oSkerfi. A ftroke of this kind mi^ht bawe had 
luf^y conlequcRces to ypur zffsdis i it nnght have 
inclined the Suba to an accommodation, by cool- 
ing ftill more the zeal pf his minifters, generals, 
officers and people, who almoft to a man were 
avcrie to this expedition agunft the Ei^Ulb, as 
well knowing the conlequence would be as fatal to 
his country as $q us, though he fucceeded in it. 
A defence of only twenty-four hours would, in its 
confequences/have retarded, in all probability, his 
inarch to Calcutta for many days, and would have 
been a point gained to us of the utmoA importance 
by having more time for the completion of many 
requifites, which for wane of it we were obliged 
wholly to negle&, or they remained unfinilhed at 
the time we were aflualjy inveftpd. A detention 
of his army before Coffiipbuzar for two or three 
days, would have brought on dirty rainy weather 
in bts inarch towards ys, and incommoded him 
gready, as weU in the palTage of his troops and 
cannon, as in the attack of our fcttlemcnt; whereaa, 
by the eafy poj(Ic.fiiQn he acquired of Coffimbuzar, 
he was enabled to march 2gainft us without lofs of 
time, or obtlrudion from the weather, which 
afforded not a drop of rain through the march 
and attack of Calcutta ^ but on the zi ft, at ni^ht, 
whilft I was prifoner in the camp, it rained heavily,, 
and dirty jffcather fucceeded for many days after^ 
during which his niufquetry, being all matchlocki, 
would 



t »«i 3 

DFOuld have been rendered Id a maaner iricleis. W« 
^lould tiUb have had an impprtant fuccour, in the 
arrival befofc the fort, of the Succcls galjey, thf 
Speedwell, and Boipbajr frigate ; thcfe vcilels havr 
ing psflTod Taaners the 19th and 20th^ and joine4 
f be Dodaly and the reft of oar fleet about Govind- 
porc, after tbcjr ha^ fell down from the fort, th(/ 
be&te it vas furroidered. Many more are the 
pdvantages I could enumerate, which would have 
refulte4 from the fmalleit defence and refiU'ance 
tnade at Cofllmbuzar, and can only regret now it* 
■not havii^ b^rn done; repeating my hopes, tlie 
gentlemen iq truft there wilt give you fu^ienc 
reafons why il was not done. Their treatment 
fould hardly have been worft, had they been ob- 
Aiqate in its defence ; they thcmfdyes being con- 
tinued prifoners in the Suba's camp, under many 
Jiardlhips, until, I think, the latter end of June s 
their em&s plundered, and the gentlemen in Che 
fadofy, viz. MeOrs. Hugh, Watts, and Chara- 
hcn, with the whole garrifon, put in irons, and 
jfent to the common prifon at Muxadabad ; the 
iatc Mcfih. Batfon, SyMes, Halli/^ and Mar- 
riot, wou{d have undeig^ine, had not luckily the 
iw9 former made their efcape, apd the two latter 
^n St the Arcings. 

17. On CoOimbuzar's being inveded, we wrote 
to the feveral liibordiaates, and to all our Goma- 
ftahs at the feveral armies, adviling them a£ the 
feveral proceedings, and to be upon their guard, 
and hold themlelnes in readinefs ro retreat with the 
(TfHnpany'a eStdSy &£. and on intelligence of th( ' 
Cloture of the place, and die Suba's march to Cal- 
putta, wc lent them orders to withdra^w, and joiq 
p> with all cxpejitbn. Buc thele otdcrs were coo 
late, excfptiog with refpeft co -your fs^ory at 
t'tif^yporc, as \ have ^ready intimated in my 
fKfCT'O.fthe J7th July. Mr. Boddam, your Chief 
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atBaUifoTE, Tcceivwl our-orclers- in <Ime to withi 
dhiw himleU", iwith tKf few- foldiers -he had there, 
and about 6oao Ropetaof your'effcifis-, the r^- 
maihdEr, ,to-- tlic amonnc ijf about 4.0,000, were 
iequeftered, and your tii^ory-houte ^n part only 
demolilhed at IJallalbrc -, but Bulrairigurry, by hs 
lltuation, having efcapcd tlie governnncnt's notice; 
and by the prudent condodt ot Mr. John Briftow, 
(left refidcnt at B-Ulafore by Mr. B/)diiafn} is ftill 
retained. Myfclf and Mr. Boddamiweredifpatched 
to talcc a formal poffcfiion of it the iSth Septem- 
ber, and to negociatc othermatters, whjcb will be 
tranfmitied on ilie face of our Fiilta cor.fultations j 
and we have thought it ncceflary to nominate Bull- 
ramgurry your Prefidcncy, being diveftcd of every 
other poffellion yoii had in thefc provinces. But 
to refunic my narrative : Difpatches were likewife- 
forwardcd exprefs to Bombay,* Fort St. George, 
and Vizagapatam,- the 8th of June, for a rein- 
forcement ot, troops, ftoiTs, &c. and fiiccours de- 
jnanded.of the- French and Dutch -fettlcmfnts on 
(hb rivcr.i the fuccels ofrwhich laft negociation 
you have likewife in. jny.faid. letter of ih% 17th 
July. The militia werff under ;arnw forthe firft 
time the 7th JuUe, fomething too late, I am dfraid 
you will fay, to be of much lerrice, jiaft oomtRg 

to aftion. ■ - : ; ■■ f ■ 

1 8th. I amnow, Honourable'SuvcomecIofcrto 
the unravelling die real caufcs which -ftrmolated the 
Suba to the lengths he has proceeded agiinft us : 
How far my conjedures andBlIertionsTivtll be fup- 
porced by a prol^ble fyftem of politics in him, and 
by the tenor of his own conduA, confidcred to- 
gether, I humbly fubnait toyoiir.judgments. And 
firll, J beg leave to remark on the three articles 
contained in the machulkah, which. y9ur Chief 
and Council were obiige<d to fign in the . Suba's 
.* . ; , Kampi 
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camp, when before, CoIIitnbuzari the terms (rf" 
which Wert, V'Z.. 

" That we ftiould not prote<5t the King's fiib- 
*' jecls. — That we fljould not piifulcthQ li- 
" bertyof ourdufticks, by covering the trade 
** of the native meichants. — And that we 
" (hooid refund and make good, whatever 
".fum it (hould be proved the King had been 
" defrauded of in his revenues and duties by 
" this prad>!ce ; and that we Ihould demolifh 
" our fortifications." 
Thcfe, Honourable Sirs, are the purport of the 
three articles of the machulkah, howfoever I may 
have varied the wording of it, by not having it 
before me. Had the Sgija any intention of beini; 
Satisfied with our conceOion to thcf- artii:i<;s, he 
certainly would have rcfted here; your Chief, 
Council, fort and garrifon of Cofiimbuzar wi;re iiv 
his pofTcflion ; the Gentlemen had Ggned and exe^ 
cutcd the ^obligation demanded of ihem ; he knew 
their, figning of it was not valid or binding without 
our gpprpval ; and if be had ever inclined to an 
accommodation, he would have tranfmitted the. 
terms they had complied with, and at IcaO: have 
delided until our reply could have reached him, in 
place. of cutting off, for fome days, the means of 
all correfpondence or intelligence between us and 
your faftory ; and marching dircdl/ againrt us, 
\yithout ever replying to, or taking notice of many 
arairdafTes received from us : But the truth is, his 
jealoufy of the indcpendant power of the Euro- 
peans in his country was at this juncture confirmed, 
which, he was determined to reduce ; and being 
fenfible ours was the moft formidahle to him, wc 
bcjcame the firft objefts of his jxift politics. To 
fupport this my conclufion, I mufl; here refer to 
three letters, which Wazecd's Gnmaftah in my 
prefence read your Prefident, (copies of which, I 
btlieve. 
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t*)ievc, are in Mr. Drake's polTelton} addftffei tt) 
his mafter Wazeed, from the Subt, all three, t0 
the beft of my remembrance, bearing date in May 
lad. In each of thefe, he avows his intention to 
redu:e the power of the Knglith, forbids his inter- 
fering oti their behalf^ afTerting his having lofig in- 
tended it, and fwears by God and his Prophets, 
that he will drive them out of his country, tinlefs 
they arc fatisEed to trade in it on the footing they 
did in Jaflier Cawn's time (by which he rtieant 
before the time the Honourable CompaAy obtained - 
their Phirmaund). Your fort at CoflimbiiZar, 
(eftccmed by all judges more regular and tetlsA^ 
than that at Fort Willi&m) To near his capital, ip* 
peared too dangerous a hold, at a time he waj 
influenced to believe our ftrength in India wu fovti 
limes more formidable than it really was ; and that 
*e were on the eve of a French war* which Woulrf 
be probably brought into his country : Confiftcnt 
with this was his cxpreinon of itfentment, at Raja- 
maal, on receipt of your Prefident*s letter : « Who 
fhall dare to think of cOnnAcocing hofHlities irt- 
tay country, or prefufne to imagine I hav6 not 
power to protect them ?" And it #as current in 
the mouths of all degrees, when I was at Muxa- 
dabadt that Mahabut Jung had iotig fneditated to 
deftroy the fortsand garrifMs df the Europeans, and 
to reduce their trade oti the fooling of Armeniansj 
And here I hope it will not be deemed- impertinent^ 
if I recite, verbatim^ the laft difcoufrfe and council 
which Mahabut Jung gave his srandfoli, a few 
days before his death ; and whlchl had ffofii very 
good authc»-ity at Muxadsbad, after tfiy relCKfe* 
Aienc 
^ My life baa been a life of war ^d ftratagert i 
*• For what have I fought* for *rh« have my 
** councils tended, but (o fecure you, my 
*• Son, a quiet fucccffion to my Si»ba-dary ? 
I, " My 
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••"■My fears for you hare for many days rot#- 

" bed mc of fleep. I perceived who had 

" power to give you trcwble after I am gone 

*' hence. Hoficin Cooley Cawn, by his re- 

'* putat'ton^ wifdom, couri^, and affcdion 

" to Shaw Amct Jung, and his houfe, I 

** feared would obftraft your governnKnt. 

•*' His power is oo more. Monlchund Dewau, 

** whofe councils might have been your dan- 

«* gerous enemy, I have taken into favour. 

*• Keep in view the power the European na- 

*• tiohs have in the country. This fear I 

^< would aMb have frted you from, if God 

** had lengthened my days.— The work» my 

*• Son, maft now be yours : Theif wars and 

** politics iii the Telin'ga country fhould kee^ 

•• you waking : On pretence of pHvate con- 

" tefts between their Kings, they have feized 

** and divided the country of the King, and 

" die goods of his people between them ; 

«• Thinfc not to weaken all three together. 

« The powct of the Englifh is greit j they 

** have lately conquered Angria, and pcNf&fTcd 

A* ibenifelves of hi* country; redutethemfirfti 

** the others will give you little trouble, when 

" you have fedu^ them. Stiffen therti rtot, 

*' iny Son, to have fertiftcalions of feldiers : 

" If ydti db, ih* ceuhtty is not yows." 

i^th. Ho* cd^flftenf the Subl hm been ift his 

adherence to £his laft cdunfet of bis grandfather! 

we have woefully felt ; but that we were not fblely 

ihcobjeiftsofhisrefcntrtient anddcGgns, is evident: 

His perwannah to the French was difpatcbcd the 

fame day with ours : When he marched igainft uS, 

be fent pcrwftnnahs to both French and Dutch, 

with orders to provide, and join him ttith ihips, 

Hien, and ammunition, to attack us by water, 

whftft be attacked us by land : They refufcd j in 
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confeqiierce of their rffufal, he inveflccl their Ccvc- 
rdl forts and f.ii5tories, snd demanded an exorbitsnt 
lumfroin tach. The French were glad ro accom- 
modate matters for the payment ot thiec Lack and 
half of Rupees ^ the Dutch for four Lack and 
liaif, after having hatj, for a day and a half, a 
■ body of theSuba's troops in tlieir ferilement, wait- 
ing orders to attack ir, and a man ftationed with 
an ax in his hands, to cut down their fiag-ftafF and 
colours. The French had not money to pay the 
mulct kid on them, but gained Roy Doolob to 
become their fccuritf : ,'I'he Dutch were reduced 
to immediate payinonti and both did then, and 
ever fincc have beCn obliged to endure the moft 
audacious and exafperating infuks, from the loweft 
Peon in- the fervice of the governmcnL That 
there was this difference in the fum extorted from 
them lias been accounted for, (how juftly I will 
not fayj by the fupplies of ammunition given the 
Suba privately by the agents of the trench ac 
Chandan^gorc. The thing, however, was verified 
hy twQ of our fliips, who brought os intciligcnce» 
that the French, by night, croflcd over 200 chefts 
of powder to the Suba's army, lying near Banka 
Bazar. 

20th. Still confiHient with the lad advice of 
Mahabut Jung, he appeared at Rajamal fatijfied 
with the anfwcr from the French Direfleur j tho* 
no one can imagine his intelligence was fuch, thac 
he was really impofed on as to the pretence of re- 
pairing the damage they had fuftained by light- 
ning ; he manifested fufficiently his rcfentmcnt and 
intentions againtt both French and Dutch ^ but 
their time was not yet come } it was not his butl- 
nefs to have the three nations to encounter at once, 
but to compromife, at the prefent, for as much as 
he could get from, them ; but that the French were, 
and ftill are, the next obje^ of tits arms, will not 
s admic 
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bdmii of doubt^ ho more than that he would have, 
proceeded immediately againft them, had not his 
advices from court obliged Hin) to proceed againJl 
Shociit Jung, the Purranea Nabob, as an objed , 
more importaht ; for when I was twice conducted 
into his prefence, after the fuircnder of the fort, 
his firft queftion to me was, " Will yoi) all engage 
" to join me againll the French?" Uniform has 
been the condud of the governinent to another 
part of Mahabut Jung's advice ; for though liber- 
ty of trade is granted to the Danes and PrufTians, 
yet they are prohibited fortifications or garrifons. 
And in further proof of the refoluiion of the go- 
vernment todiveft the Europeans of their forts and 
garrifons, and that we were the objeds of his 
policy, and not of his refentment only (from either 
one panicular private caufc or other, that may be 
traomiitted you) I may jultly add, the apprehen- 
lions of the French and Dutch themfclves, who, 
on the firfl; approach of oiir troubles, feht ftrenu- 
ous difpatches to their Priticipals at fiatavta and 
Pondicherry, for the mod expeditious fupplies of 
men, ammunition^ &c. and I doubt not it will be 
foon, their ttirn to regret the having fo quietly given 
us Up as a facrifice, unlefs the Suba fhould be van- 
quilhed in his prefent expedition againft Shocut' 
Jung. 

. 2ifti The 3d ihftant (November) a Perwannah 
reached the Dutch, from the Suba's camp— de- 
manding them to join him againft us, with threat- 
nings if they refufed ; and the fame day, a Per- 
wannah came to the French fadOry, purporting 
that the Suba v/as informed they Were carrying on 
their fortifications, and if they did not immediately 
defift, he would pafs ihrough the Dutch faftory 
and fettlcment, and with their (the Dutch) foldiers 
dcftroy their fort, aijd drive them out of the coun- 
try, as he bad done the EngliQi ; and the govern- 
U mcnt 
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mcnt has already obliged the Frencb to take down 
their colours ercfted on the bounds. 

22d. I believe. Honourable Sirs, it will by this 
time appear clearly evident to you, that thegiivern- 
ing principle in the Suba was political, and the 
real obje£t of his proceedings the demolitbn of 
your forts and garrifons, a^ his demands always 
expreffcd j not that I will be hardy enough to 
aver, he had no concurring fubordlnatecaulbs, thac 
had a fpecious colour of refentmenc; and this rc~ 
flcdipn leads me to confider the orh;r two articles 
of the Machulliah, as their being infertecl carry 
the appearance of con?plaint, though never before 
urged by Mm in any of his demands, as tranfmitted 
us by your fervants at Cofllrnbuzar. 

23d. That the abufc of Dufticks fhpuld be one 
caufe of conijp'aint, I am not &rprized at: the 
face of your confultatioos. juft before the difpatch 
of your lad year's Ihips, will give you. Honoura- 
ble Sirs, my feniiments of the 'ill ufe made of this 
indulgrnce to yoyr fervants ; my motion and mi- 
nutes on this fubjeft were, after the difpatch of 
your fhips, taken into confideration, and fuch re- 
medies and checks refolved on, as were judged 
rpight put a flop to the abufe. 

24ih. That we ftiould not proteft thfc King's 
fubje^, is an article will b:ar a much larger dif- 
cuirion. This prohibition, in the extent it might 
H^vc beep carried by the government, whenever it 
waa inclined to obftruft your bu^nefs or plunder 
your merchants, v/ould have rendered your trade 
moft precarious ; had the article been explained 
ib as to prohibit our giving proteftion to thole who 
were aftually fervants to the government, or others 
not born in or for a term of years fettled under our 
colours, it would, I think, have carried ' nothing 
tinjufl: or unreafonablc in it ; but that was by no' 
ihcans the rtfai intention of it. ' Tile article" had* 
a latitude 
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i Untii^ in expretBon^ that would include jour 
tnerchancs and inhabitants Whenever the Suba or 
his minillers were pleafed to call on them ; a call 
they would never fail in^ on foihe pretence or 
other) whenever they had got an^ thing worth 
taking ; fo that iii truth it would h&vc! been as 
impofliUefor us, conMenc widi your interelb, to 
have fubfcribed to this aitielej aa to the other, re- 
garding the demolition of your fortifkations ; and 
the moil favourable terms intended for us (which 
I could with the ucmoft diligence learn when at 
Muxadabad) were, that if we had p»id an implicit 
obedience to the Suba's commands, by delivering 
Dur fortsi and difmifTion of our garrifons, wc (faould ' 
then have been permitted to trade,- on paying 
Armenian duties | admitting a f owzdaar into 
your Icttlement on the part of the government, 
and relioquilhing to them all duties <k confuh^, 

feveoues. Sec. -Terms fcand&loUs afid injurious 

to your h(»iour as well as commerce'; tcrma which 
We could never have fubtnitted. to, even if we had 
received no dlarm from the fide of France, without 
&crificing the r^hts of your Fhirmauiid, giving up 
fvery part of our truR, and breakii^ through 
your repeated Itanding orders for more than 30 
years pafli 

a5Ch. Thus, Honourable Sirs, it will appear to 
you, that fubmilHon could not have been paid by 
to to two articles of the Machulkah, executed bf 
your Chief and Council of CofTimbuzar, and that 
we had many months before guarded againft (33 
much as in us lay] the complaint laid in the third ; 
if the honours and confciences of men were to b« 
influenced by checks the inoA binding and folcmn : 
But it is plain the two articles of complaint were 
at the latl inferted j to give a colouring for enforcing 
the third and only one (our fortiBcations)' the Suba 
until then infift«) on^ and had really in view. I 
U 2 am 
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am fenOble, no fmall pains will be taken to throv 
the rife of your misfortunes here, on tfcry caufc 
but the right. 

26th. From the appearance of the Suba's letter 
to Governor Pigott, your Prefidenc fceras to be 
folely culpable in drawing on his refentment i but 
neither juftice nor probability will juftify the con- 
ciufion. Angry be certainly was, at the terms of 
this letter ; but had not his refcntment been much 
deeper founded, the terms of this letter, or the 
error of one of your fervanis, would never of 
itlelf have provoked him, or can vindicate the 
cruel deftrudion both public and private, attending 
his proceedings, which fell equally heavy, as well 
on the natives, fubjeAs of the Mogul, as on your- 
felves and us ; and the immenfe plunder of Cal- 
cutta, we know, was one no fmall fubordinate 
motive (inftillcd into him by one or two harpies 
in con&dence about him) for his march againft us, 
ac a time when he was rapaciouQy plundering 
wherever he could ; amaOing wealth to enable him 
dther to buy at Court his confirmation in the 
Subalhip, or keep fitch a flranding force on foot, aa 
would lecure it to him, in fpight of any oppofitkiii 
or orders from thence. 

27rh. That matters might have been accommo^ 
dated with the Suba, for a fum of money, as was 
effected by the French and Dutch, ■! am likcwife 
fcnfible will be ftrongly alledged againft us-, but 
by whomlbcvcr it is, I will be bound to fay, they 
a:e either ignorant of the chain of politics and 
circumftances which influenced and led him on» 
or never reafoned or tliought upon them. The 
Suba's whole conduct oppoles this allegation ; his 
minifters were by our orders founded on the alter- 
nrtivc, and your Chief and Council of Coffim- 
buzar afiurcd us, that he had declared money was 
not the thing he wanted, but that we fliould defift 
■ - frcin 
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from our fortifications, and dcftroy our new 
-works, &c. 

2S1J1. The prottilion granted the family of 
Raagbullob, (of which I have already given a 
faithful account) wilt, I alfb know, be urged with 
circumftances that never exifted, as matter of 
heavy complaint againll us, though the Suba never 
{that came to our knowledge) made complaintabout 
it. I will not vindicate the proteftion being con- 
tinued to them until the deccafe of the old Suba ; 
I have already, and I think juftly condemned it-, 
but (this excepted) I will hope the circumftances 
attending and urging it, will be fufficicnt to 
extenuate that part of our conduft. 
■ tgtfi. I am informed it has been cruelly aflerted, 
iand publifhed by the French, that the brit»gtiig 
down the Nabob and his army, and the deferfion 
of the fort, &c. had been long a concerted fcheme 
of the Prefident and the reft of the Gentietncn of 
Council who went c^ m the Ihipping, and they 
mention in proof, as a corroix>rating circumftance, 
myfclf and the other Gentlemen of Council being 
left a facrifice behind, (who they fay ufcd generally 
to oppofe their mearure») with this addition, that 
they had embarked and carried off with them the 
greateft part of the wealth of the fettlement, 
Howfoever little right thefc gentlemen have to 
expeft a vindication of their conduft from me, 
yet here common juftice lo them forbids my filence, 
and urges me to defend them from a charge, which 
I l>el;evefrom my heart to be infamoufly faife, not 
only as to the aft but the intention -, nor would I 
even repeat a libel lb Ibandalous and untrup, had 
I nor received informatfon that fomc of your own 
fervants hnd forwarded from your fubordinate t^for 
Want of a b«rer) the public narrative the French 
in Berigal fent to their fuperiors, of the capture of 
l-'ort William ; in which narrative I hear the 
U 3 above 
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above cruel charge has a place in neaply tlie &in| 
terms I haVe recited it, with many other cauics 
aOigned for this misfortune, equally void of proba-r 
bility or truth. 

30th. It will by fome, I doubt not, be rcpre- 
fented to yoy that Omychqnd waa at the botcwn of 
all the Suba's councils and proceedings againlt us -, 
the pare he really a^ed under cover, in this affair^ 
is difficult to dillinguifh and point out ^ that he 
was much. chagrined at the little influence he had in 
the fettlement for? few years lafl paft, is moid cer- 
tain ; in applications to the Durbar, (wherein he 
vfually was the ading pcrfpn between the Company 
and the Government] little ufe had been made of 
him, poflTibly more had bfc^ better. — Be this as it 
will, it is moft certain, he had no general weight 
for th^le four or five ycars^ beyond what his wealth 
gave him,, fo that his name and reputation became 
{elTenedin the eye of the government as well ^ is 
Calcona. Picqued at tlus> and implacable in his 
lefentnKnt, it is npt improt)able h? worked with 
fome intlruments of the Durbar, to pmbroi) us in 
fuch a manner as would make hi« niediation an(( 
aflillance neccHary^ and thereby regain hU credit 
and InBuence with both i little imagining tlungi 
would go the length they did ; in which it muft 
have been moft evident to him, his own large pof- 
lelCons would be equally the Suba's ppey, witl\ 
yours : that he advifed the difpatch of Naran Si^ 
to demand Raagbullob's &mily, and introduced 
htm into the lettlenient. will not I think admit of 
doubt, no more than that he deeply refottcd his 
being turned out of it again. His endeavours 
with Wazepd, to mitigate things, when he reallv- 
fourid they ^erc coming to extremities, was I 
believe fincere enough until his imprifonment by 
^he FreGdent, an acl of his power and ible autho* 
^ity, for whjch the prftcn^c made ufe oi was, ia 
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"^y judgment, by no means fufficjent ; rfie corref- 
pondeoce detei5le4 between hjm and Rajaram 
Harkarih, (the Suba*s head fpy) which was read 
in the prefence of many of us, contained in our 
opinions nothing to vindicate it, nor had your Pre- 
lidenc even the conlent or approbation of his Coun- 
cil for this ftep, or did he, that I remember, ever 
require it. On his iniprifonmenr, his head Jem- 
tnautdaar Jagaemant Sing tabbed himfelf, and let 
Are to his mafter's houfc, and fomc of his women 
cither butchered themfelves, or were butchered by 
others in the family, which became a Jcene of much 
horror and confufion. It can hardly be doubted 
that Omychund became defperatc in his refcntments, 
and it is probable enough he expedited the march 
of the Suba's army, then advanced, I think, as 
far as Banka Bazar i and it is iikewife probable, 
chat he then fcnt him the leal ftate of the fore and 
garrifon,, and afterw4r4s might (as has been gene- 
rally fufpcded) from time to time have given him 
intelligence ; but this is ^11 conjcdure ; we qnly 
know, that his Jemmautda^r jufl: now mentioned* 
furviving the wounds he had given hunfelf, was 
put upon his horfe, and Joined the Suba, whom h^ 
informed of the tranfadlion relating to his miifler'^ 
imprifoncnent i and when the enemy was repulfcd 
at Baagbazar, he led the van of the army to the 
eafbvard, and dire<51ed them to the avenues hf 
which they entered the next day. 

31ft. From others, I believe, you will be told, 
that the dUmifiion of your Dadncy Merchants was 
one caufe of our itiisfortunes, arifmg fro:n their 
efldeavonrs at the Durbar to embroil your affairs 
at the Arungs, as condudted by your own Goma- 
ftahs, hopi^ thereby to get the Dadney readmit- 
ted, and themfelves reinftatedj nay fomc, I have 
bsen informed, have been hardy enough to urge 
and iifitrt that the large inercafe of your revenues 
Zcmindary was another very principal caufc,'whicfi 
U 4 drew 
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ilrcw the Suba's attention on the fcttlcment, though 
themfclves, your PrefKicnc and Council, and I be- 
licvc the grcaieft part of the Subadary, as well as 
my Honourable Maftcrs, know the cretiits of thai 
branch were only increaled without any innova* 
tions made in the branch Itfclf ^ but to its lofs and 
difadvaniagc. Msny more caufcs and reafons equal- 
ly fubftantial will, I doubt not, be aligned and 
iranfmitted to you by luch bufy and very (hoft-fighied 
politiciaris as thele : ftran-^ers to real ones thcjr 
think they fhall not appear of any importance, 
unlcfs they affign fome, no tnatter how incongrut 
ous : but you will now have materials enough be- 
fore you to form your own judgments. I think 
my conclufions on every caule that can be alledged 
for the extraordinary and unprecedented condufk 
of the Suba, have faels and probability to fupport 
theni : To you, Honourable Sirs, I humbly fub- 
mit them, with this one conclufion more, that youc 
fttuatton in tbefe provinces on a re-eftablilhmcnt 
will be fuch as to admtt-of only two alteraatircs j 
that you muft in future, either' keep fuch a forti- 
fication and garrifon, as will ac all times be fuffij 
cient to force your trade againll the oppofition and 
pxtortion of the government ; or reduce your com7. 
mcrcc to the footing of the Pruffians a.id Danes, 
fcff. without forts and garrifons at all, and on pay- 
ment of the lowcfii duties that can be ftipulated. — - 
fhe immunities and privileges granted you ia your 
Phirmaunds, you find now are of no validity with- 
out a military expencc (more, I fear, than et^uiva- 
Icnt) to putthcm in force i but on this fubjeft it 
will be my duty, to give you my fentitnems on 
"another occafion more at large, whilft at prefcnt ] 
rcfume the thread of my narrative, briAe off at the 
"furrender of your fori and faftory of Coflimbu^ar i 
the eafy capture of which, concurring with the 
Suba's intentions btyond his cxpedacioos, not only 
gayc 
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gave the'Bnifliing ftroke to hU refolvest bat expc^ 
dited and facilitated his march to Calcutta ; which 
leads nac'to a confideration of the immediate caufes 
of ita liidden reduftion, moft needful to be known 
40 ns.y Honourable Matters -, as the rocks and 
quick'fands on which we have unh^pily Ilruck 
and fplit, being fairly aod candidly laid down, 
may prevent a fccond wreck of your cdate and 
trade. 

■ gad. Thefc caufcs I will beg leave to inveftigate 
under three general heads :— rift. The ftate of our 
fortifications and garrifons : 2d, The ftatc of cur 
ammunirion, guns, and military ftorcs : and, 3d, 
llie fcvcral errors and mifcarriages arifiog from a 
deficiency (or rather a total want) of military 
knowledge or order. 

33d. To the firft article of my firft general head, 
it will not become mc to add much more than I 
iet forth in my letter before you of the 17th July, 
addrcHed from Muxadabad to your other two Pre- 
fidencies of fiombay and Fort St. George. The 
nature and extent of the power given to the Com- 
mittee of Fortifications, Meflrs. Drake, Watts, 
Scot and Manningham, we h^ve ever been kept 
ftrangci^ to ; but I will venture to conclude, that 
had themoney which was expended on the redoubt, 
drawbridge, S^c. erected at Baagbu^r, and that 
which was meditated to be. fpent on the circuit of 
lifae ditch beyond our boifnds, ^s alfo that which 
was difburfed on the batteries, &c. railed on the 
Suba's approach, been timely appropriated to the 
demoiiiion of the houfes rckund us, to have given 9 
proper efplanade to the northward, eaftward and 
fouthward of your fort, the finking a ditch round 
it well palifaded, it had beet) enipbyed to a more 
important ufe and purpoie, and have been a fufG- 
cteni iliJ2:ouragement tp the government tp have 
prevented any prc^eft or hqpes of attacking it,__ with 
3 " -any 
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any probability of fuccefs.— 1 am Ibnfible it will be 
urged, the government wduld have never fuffercd 
thefc mcafurcs ; a KafiJoing ex poft fitfto will not 
invalidate my conclufion ; tor had it been thought 
of, or carried into execution, at (he commence- 
ment of the old Suba's ficknefs, when every thing 
nt the t)urbar was in confufidn, and both parties 
there employed on their own fchemei »nd ddigns, 
the work, might have been efFctfled without let or 
hindrance; a Perwannah might poffibly have reach- 
ed us, to prohibit our proceeding, but no troop* 
could have been fent againft us, whilft the atten- 
tions of the clalhtng intercfts at the Suba's court 
were taken up in fecuring each their own fafety on 
his demire. What might have been done during 
that favourable interval is fufficiently crident, froai 
the atmoft inconceivable ult^fs works which we 
accomplifhed during thfc fpaee of a few days only: 
and the feme plea which your Preftdent urged ia 
his letter to the Suba, fubfifted equally at the be^ 
gintiing of the old Suba's lickncfs, when we had 
reafort enough to be alarmed by the approach of a 
war with France. The ruinous ftate oi the line to 
(he westward of the foft, had been a reproach to 
our fettlenwnt, and to fevery thing bcarii^ the 
name of fortiBcations for more than two years, and 
was in juft and Itrong (I 'will not fay in retj dt* 
cent) terms reprefenied in a letter to the Boards - by 
Mr. Jafpcr Leigh Jon« the Captain of your train, 
I think in Aprfl or May 1755, but no ftepo were 
taken to repair it until we bad rcafbn hourly to 
cxped tht enemy at our doors. The whole caAcrly 
curtain had been for many years to lb ruinous a 
condition as not to bfar a. gun ; one we fired from 
it, a three or four poond«ri- as 1 remember, which 
made its Vray through the Gerracc} through this 
curtain from the pfifttjf)al gate to the nortli-ealt 
b^ftion, were ftruck out Aw or fix large windows^ 

fo 
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£a many breaches made for the enemy^ in a quarter 
$00 where we were nioft liable to be attacked t and 
fo fum up the whpl^ the new Goodowns to th^ 
foud^ward, lud rendered your two foutherly ba- 
ftions ufelefs to «ach other, and to the whole fouchr 
£rly face of thi: fort, which could not be flanked 
by a fi^legun from either baftion ; — From a com 
(ideration of thcfe circymftanccs, Joined to the in- 
cumbrance of the church and houtes i^ound us, and 
the other wants and difadvantages mentioned in my 
letter of the 17th July, it is felf-cvident, the place 
frould not have held out an hour againft an Euro- 
pean enemy. 

34th. The ftate of your garrifon .comes next 
jandcr view ; a fubjeft on which I could wifh my 
duEy to your fecvice would permit my filcnce, aa 
truths difag^eabte to me in the recital, and very 
pnpleafing to you to hear, muft arife fr<xn che 
fdialleft fcrutiny made in it. It is moft ungrateful 
fo a benevolent mind, to rehearfe the faults which 
may be juftly charged even againft the living, much 
more to againll the dead, become fo in a greac 
meafure by their own errors, and want of know- 
ledge in the duties of their profcHlon -, but the 
f;hoicc and appointment of commanding officers in 
your garrifon, ia now became fo important a con- 
fideration to tbe well being of your feryice, that 
□oae who would have any claim to your favour, 
or would be deemed faithful to the truft you have 
tepofed in them, can be vindicated in concealing 
(he truth from you. 

35th. Your Bve commanding officers were Com- 
tnandant Minchin, Captains Clayton, Buchanan, 
Witheriagton, and Grant i each of thefe gentle- 
(nen (Captain Clayton excepted) had feen fervice, 
either in Europe or on the Cormandel coaft : 
Touching the military capacity of our Comman- 
dant, 1 am a itranger. f can only &y, that we 

were 
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were unhappy in his keeping it to himfelf, if he 
had any j as neicher I, nor I believe any body 
e!ie, was witnefs' w any part of his conduct, tfiac 
ipokc or bore the appearance of his being the com- 
iiianding military officer in the garrifon. Whccher 
this procccdAl Yrom hirhfelf, or his not being pro- 
perly fupporred'in his rank, I cannot fay ; but 
fuch, I have heard, has been his allegation and 
p\ea for his fupine^ remifTnefs, at a junflore which 
required the exertion of every quality he could have 
been mafter of. YourPrefiJcnc, I remember, fpokc 
to mc more than once- with much uneafmcis, at the 
beginning of our troubles, on the indolence of the 
Commandant, and feemed to think of breaking 
him i had tiiis mcafure been carried into execution, 
it had been better for the fervice, and, I think, for 
that gentleman too ; the difgrace would have been 
lefs, ' I believe, in the opinion of all mankind, 
than that which falls on him by his quitting the 
fort and garrifon in the tnanner he did, whilst- he 
bore the charadler of commanding officer in it ; 
but the mifchief was, we could nothavc ftopped 
here : the next gentleman in command to him had 
never fcen any Ibrvice, and I am forry to fay, de- 
monrtratcd his wane of the mod eflen'^al reqliifites 
of a foldier. Had both thcfe gentlemen been fct 
afide, and the next in command preferred to the 
commandantfliip, it would have promifed a hap- 
pier ilTue to: th.:m and usj and moft afToredly, 
this was not a tim; to hafrfi regarded form? or cere- 
mony. Remifln:Cs, or a deficiency of military 
knowledge in commanders, when coming to aftion, 
are equ.dly tacal in their confcqiiences, and are 
ever the parents of neglcdts, confufion and difor- 
ders ; and troops, I believe, are hardly ever known 
to do their duty, unlefs where tliey have an opinion 
of, as well as love for their comm-intlers. That 
neither was the cafe, with regard to the t*o gentle-; 
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tncn .above-mentioned, I believe the whole fettle- 
ment can wicnefs with me ; and they were in no 
higher degree of efteem with their fubatterns than 
with their foldiers. The preferring Captain Bticha- 
Iian, who was next in command to them, woiiid 
have obviated all the difadvantages we labour under 
in this particular ; a gentleman whofc charaftcr as 
a man, and a: foldier, dcferved a better fate than 
the unhappy one which befel him, by the errors 
and mifconduft of others : the vacant companies 
would have been filled up with thcfe, we had good 
rcafon to think fand who indeed proved themfelvcs) 
brave officers. — The next in command to Captain 
Buchanan, in the battalion, would then have been 
Captain Grant j a gentleman who had, during his 
ftay in the garrifon, remarkably exerted himfelf in 
every duty which could have been expefted from 
him, and dcmonftrated no want of either fpirit or 
military Ikill, but much tl>e contrary. The Cap- 
tain of your train was a laborious, a£tive officer, 
but confufed; and would, I believe, have few ob- 
jcdions to his charader, diligen'ce or conduit, had 
he been fortunate in having any commander in 
chief to have had a proper eye over him, and to 
take care that he did his duty. Here we had a fatal 
inftance of a remifTnefs in command ; for that wc 
had neither a fufficiency of ammunition, &rc. nor 
that good, was doubtlefs as much thcfau4t of thofc 
above him, (whofc duty it was to have inlpcftcd 
his conduit) as his ; but as this poor gentleman 
fell a facrifice, as well to his own, as to the errors 
of others, they fliould be touched as lightly as 
poflible. 

36th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have given you 
as faithful a pifture of the commanders of youi* 
five companies as 1 can draw, or as I believe can 
be drawn by any body elli: : three of them, my 
wretched companions in the Black-Iiole, pcri.'hed 
* there, 
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tti6re, as did alfo all your brave fubalterns (EndghS 
Walcotand Carftairs excepted) where I will leavef 
them, aod proceed to conHder your troops in gar< 
rtfoQ i confiAing, as already mentioDcd in my letter 
of .the 17th July, by the muIter-roUs laid befor^ 
Us, about the 6th or 8th of June, of 145 in bat- 
talion, and 45 of the train^ officers included, ami 
in both, only 60 Eurppcans. We were taught to 
believe, there were at all your fubordinaies, at leafl: 
200 men, the belt of our garrifon, viz. at Coffim- 
buzar 100, at Dacca about 40* at Luckypore 30, 
and at Ballafore about the fame number ; but it is 
certain the numbers there barely exceeded one huu- 
dred: Whether two hundred ought to have been 
there, I am not maftcr enough of the fubjeft ta 
declare ; So aoi obliged here to refer to your Pre&- 
dent, for your further fatisfa^on -, who (or ia his 
abfence your fecond) had always the infpeftion oi 
the rolls, and muHcrine the men. Of thefe hand- 
ful of troops in garrilon, there were tioE five that 
had ever, I believe, feen a muikec fired m anger^ 
Had the militia of the place been (agreeably to 
your orders per Godolphin, anno 1751) regularly 
trained to arms, tliey might at this jun^bure have 
been a moll feafonable fupply : but this eflencial 
reguladoD, I am forry to fay, was totally negle&edf 
fo that when we came to adtioo, there were hardly 
any amongft the Armenians and Ponuguefe inhabi- 
tants, and ' but few amongft the European militia^ 
who knew the right from the wrong end of thdr 
pieces. From the militia, about 654 chiefly Eu- 
ropeans, entered volunteers in the h^talion, (mod 
of them your own covenanted fcrvants) in whofe 
juft praife, I can hardly fay enough. They fuftained 
every hardlhip of duty, greatly beyond the mili« 
tary themfelves ; their addrcfs in the uier of thctf 
arms was aftonifhing, the Ihort time there was to 
train them confideccd ; and though their bravery 
. may 
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may have been equalled, I am fure it has not betd 
cxcfeded, by any fet of men whatfoever. A con- 
fiderable body of thefe, were on the Saturday 
incrning relieved from duty, and were gone on 
board the lliips to depofit their papers, or on other 
orcaflons relative to their private affairs-, ai were 
liUewifeon the like call, niany of the milida, with 
four of their officen, to wit^ the reverend Mr. 
Mapletoft Captain-lieutenant, Captain Henry 
Wedtierburn, Lieutenant of the firft company, 
and Enfigns Sumner, and Charles Douglas, all of 
them gentlemen who had failed in no part of duty, 
either as officers or foldiers, in the defence of the 
place ; fo that there is no reafon to doubt the ' 
veracity rf their own aflcrtions, in which chty are 
joined by the volunteers: *' That- they had no 
** intention, but to return, to the defence of the 
'< place, until they faw yqur Prefident, Command- 
" ant Minchin, Captain Grant and Mr. Macker, 
** quit it (Meflrs. Manningham and Frankland 
" having quitted it before) and a general retreat 
*' rumoured :" and indeed, immediately after, all . 
means of returning were cut off from them, by 
the falling down of every fhip, vefTcl, and boat. 
Thu5> HonowiU>]e Sirs, -you fee our garrifon, 
fmall as it was, reduced and weakened, both in its 
ftrength, officers and councils, in a very impor- 
tant degree, to the didiearcening thofe who. ftayed, 
and encouragement of the enemy i and when it 
is conftdered, thofe remaining, including officers, 
voIunKers, foldiers and militia, did not exceed one 
hundred and feventy men ; and that of ihoJc there 
were twenty-five killed, and abouc fcvcnty wound- 
ed, before noon the 20th, and the whole exhaulted 
of their ftrength, by continual dury and aiition, and 
our people of the train reduced to fourteen only 1 
it would not, I hope, have been wondered at, had- 
we furrendercd your fort without parley or capitu;- 
I laiion, 
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l»tion, though it is certain vie fliould not have fiir-i 
rendered ourfclvcs, had not our own people forced 
the wcftcrn gate during the parley ; for having no 
dcpcndance on die clemency of the enemy we had 
to deal with, we had meditated, in cafe the St. 
George with her boats failed us, the foreing a re- 
treat that night, through the foutherly barrier by 
the rivcr-fidc, and to have marched until we came 
under cover of the (hips, then lying before Sur- 
man's gardens ; imagining the enemy would be too 
much employed on the plunder of the fort, to 
have molcfted us greatly in our retreat. 

;t7th. On the fecond general head I Ib^I have 
' little to fay. That we had not powder fufficicnty 
and that we had, not good } that we had hardly 
any 0iclls fitted, or fuzees fitted to cheiUi that 
there was hardly a carrit^ that would bear a gun » 
that the fifty fine cannon you fent out three years 
ago, 18 and 24 pounders, lay neglefted under your 
walls i and that we were deficient in almoft every 
kind of military ftorcs, are all truths, will not ad- 
mit of any difpute ; but who is properly account-' 
fibte for thefe defefts, or under whofe immediate 
care or infpeftion they were, or ought to have been, 
muft. Honourable Sirs, be determined by your- 
lelves. 

38th. I am come now to my third and lad gene-' 
ral head. Our own errors ; a fubjed, I am forry to 
declare, too fruitful of matter, though bearing 
great extenuation,:\when it is confidered, we had 
in truth no military fead to guide us ; and that I 
may be as little tedious ai*poffible, I will wave the 
rchearlal of our fmaller errarj';'->atid keep to thole 
more capital ones, which varioufl/, in .my judg-, 
menc, contributed to the lofs of your fettlement,, 
and were the caufes of embarrafling and preventing 
our general retrenr, with the public and private 
effects depofited in yoilr fort } and I Ihall recite 
thcic 
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thcfe in order of time as th^ haj^ned, that if due 
heed be i»id to them, the like misfonuiie may be 
avoided in future. 

39th. Our firft capital error was, the neglecting 
taking poflcHion or Tanner's Fort, on our pro- 
vifions being prohitnted the fettlement, and when 
there was no force or troops there to have oppofed 
us i this meafure in our firfl: council of war, I 
moved and urged, with every argument in my 
power, Ihoutd be done with 25 or 30 men, and a 
party of Buxcrries, and that a battery of fix guns 
jhould be imnKdiateljr erefted there towards the 
northward or land-fide. In this motion I was 
ftrongljr feconded by Monfi la Beaume, and I think 
Captain Grant only, and conl«quentIy it.was over* 
ruled. The utiHiy I thought evident ; it would 
have fccwed proviiions from the other fide of the 
rivsr. Off the Suba muft have divided his force ; ic 
would have fccurcd the retreat of the fbipping ; 
it m^hu have been a retreat to ourfelvcs, or if at 
lafl: drove from it, we had it ftiU in our power to 
deflroy it, in liich a manner as to have rendered it 
ufelefs, and prevent its proving a troublefbme thtH'n 
ia bur iides, which it may poflibly yet be, if ever 
wc advance j^in to retake your fettlement, as our 
fliips mud ^& within almolt jpiltel-fliot of it. 
The Gentlemen faw the utility of^ this meafure too 
late ; our (hips were fent down to attempt the 
BOfl^^a of it ; a great deal of ammunition was 
iVuidofsly thrown away wainft it -, our fliips re- 
ceived nruch damage, and were obliged to make 
«i inglorious retreat, to the no fmall encourage- 
ment of the enemy and our dtfgrace : and to fum 
up all the misfortunes attending this error, our 
Ibips ia their flight, with that pare of the colony 
who left the fort, were, fi-om the fire they were 
obliged to fuitaiA fi^m this fort, and the little 
order obferved amongft themfelves, thrown into 
X fuch 
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fuch confuflon that feveral ran a-lhore, and fottir, 
the richefl: in ihc fleet, fell into the enemy's bands, 
and were plundered. 

40th. Our fecond capital error, with our fmall- 
and untrained garrifon, was, I conceive, raifing the 
three advanced po(^s and batteiies to the northward, 
eadward, and ibuthward, and the gaol, which 
anfwered nopurpofe, butexhaufliing, harralGng, and 
deftroying the tew people we had. if we, in place 
of this meafure, had kept our force more united, 
withdrawn Picard and his party from Baagbazar, 
and taken poHelHon wkh our muiquetry of the 
church, the Company's, Meflrs. Cruuendcn's, 
Eyres's, and Omychund's houfes. the enemy could 
not have approached us without in&nite lofs, and. 
with hardly any probability of fuccefs. From thefe 
perils, clofe under the cover of our guns, our 
troops could hardly have been attacked, tnuch lels 
been diflodged, as we had fufficicnt proofs after- 
wards when the out-pofts were withdrawn ; or \f 
there had appeared a neceHity of abandoning them, 
their retreat to the fort was fecure i conliderably 
kfs than half the troops ftationed at the out-pofts 
would have been fuSicient for this fervice, and this 
important confequence had followed, a regular 
relief for duty, of which we had none, as tmngs 
were unhappily conduced, nor would that inflniie 
confufion and diforder in the fort have enlued, 
which did on withdrawing thefe batteries ; the fort 
had been in a manner left defencelds for the 
fupport of them, and little benefitted by the re- 
turn of troops, fatigued and hardly able to (land. 

■ -You have. Honourable Sirs, an exadt plan 

of your icttlement, and of every houfe in k, on 
inrpetflion of which, you will, at one view, fee the 
inutility of thefe three principal out-poib. Thac 
to {he northward was erefled to defend the pais 
between the corner of Mr. GriHith's houfe snd the 
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I'lver-fuJe', a precaution totally urelefs, as you will 
find Mr. Griffith's houfe, your falt-pctre Godowns, 
and the whole ftrcct were commanded by the guns 
On the north-eaft baftion, within lefs than muflcet- 
fliot trf" your fort. That to the caft-ward, at the 
Court-houfe, you will fitid Commanded by the 
battery over the eafterti gate, and from the old and 
new fouth-eaft baftions within miifket-fliot. That 
CD the fouthw'ard was not indeed commanded by 
any gun from the fort, but field-pieceis advanced 
a few paces without your caflern gate, would not 
only have commanded that, but the other two 
principal avenues to the fort, if the battery on the 
gate, and the north-eafl; baftion had not been deemed 
a fuiBcicnt defence againft the approach of the 
enemy j and had they advanced by the ditch to 
the Ibuthward of the burying-ground, and up the 
avenue between that and my houfe, or penetrated 
through the burying- ground^ we ftilt had nothing 
to apprehend from them, as the whole fquare be- 
tween thefouthcrly face of the fort and the hofpital, 
and gate of the burying-ground, was commanded 
not only by the new fouth-eaft baftion, but by 
fevcn four pounders on the new Godowns, and our 
frAall arms from thence and the Company's houfe. 
Had the difpofitton I have mentioned been made, 
and the walls of the Loll Baag and thofe oppoGte 
the Company's houfe been levelled, it is more than 
probable the ^uba at laft would have been obliged 
to retreat with his army ; for it is plain he had none 
with him capable of ereiling any battery that could 
have hurt us, (that which did us moft damage 
being our own 18 pounders turned againft us from 
the Court-houfe) and with their fmall arms, there 
was hardly a potTibility of approaching near enough 
to have afefted us. — My conclufions. Honourable 
Sirs, are on this head, the rcfult of reafon, and a 
late fatal experience, and not of art, for I am no 
X 2 foldicr^ 
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foldier ; but I capoot help thinking fucb would 
have been the faluury dilpoGtion, had we been 
happy enough Co have had a foldier at the head, 
or a chief commanding officer in any d^ree fldll^d 
in the arc of defence ; but, in place of ic, lines 
were foniled, which requir^ ten times the number 
of men to defend : lucky we were in having 411 
enemy who had as little flcill and addrcls in the 
attack} as wc in the defence, and much lefs refo- 
lutton, or on the night of the i^th or 17th, they 
might have entered at four diiFerent pofts, and cut 
off the retreat to the fort of each of the five ad- 
vanced batteries (including Baagbazar and the 
gaol) for not a gun could have been fired to cover 
ineir retreat, but mu£t have been equally levelled, 
^ our own. crocks as at the enem.y. In the avenues 
between Mcfirs. Coale's and Oniychund's hou&» 
we funk a ditch and threw up a bank within, which' 
poll, for want of people, was trufted co the guard 
of four pykes only. The importance of this poit 
will appear in a moment, (from the plan of your 
ftttlement before yog) through which the enemy 
might have thrown ten thoufand men into the very 
center of our lines, before, or as fooo as we could 
have known any thing of the matter. In the 
avenue north of the Court-houfc Tank or pond 
was another ditch funk, which, from the fame 
caufe, was little better defended than the former. 
From the fouth-eaft angle of the park, to the corner 
of Mr. Lafcell's houfc, was a third, {^end^ by 
a corporal and fix men. Tlie fourth was at the 
entrance into the fquarc of the Leffer Tank, Mr. 
Putham's houfc, and defended by a detachment, 
from the fouth advanced battery ; at neither of tbefe 
four incermediaie potts were planted a fingle canfion, 
and they might have bren forced in the night, with- 
out th-: lol's of ten men to the enemy, and the 
neglect of it coH them ibme thoufands. I aa\ the. 
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"rtore paticdUf on this fubjeft, in proof of the 
error I have here cenfured, becaufe, from the 
plan before you, you will be convinced, that the 
forcing any one <^ them in the night, would have 
intercepted the retreat to the fort of rhc troops 
flationed at all the advanced batteries, and caufed 
the immediate furrender of the fort ; and points 
out, not only the danger And inutility of thefe bat- 
teries, but the impropriety of forming an extent of 
line we had not men to defend. And to compleac 
.our blunders in engineering, atrenchwas funk thro' 
youf park, from North ra South, within litde 
more than half muJket-fboc of your baftions, the 
earth of which proved (after the advanced batteries 
were withdrawn) afecurc breaft-wcrk to the enemy, 
ahd from whence they did us the greaieft injury 
with their fmall arms. We were, it is plain, engi- 
neers in theory only, with the additional misfor- 
tune, that thofe in fuperior command either had 
no judgment in the direction, or did not chufe to 
fhow it, whilfl: others whd had probably better, 
could not v»:th propriety interfere ; to which I may 
add, we had neither time for projcdion or exe- 
cution J a ftill further proof we fliould have re- 
mained fatlsHed in occupying the houfes round us, 
end trufted to our forr only. 

41ft. A third error, and which I eftcem a capital 
otte, was the neglccling to attack the rear of that 
body of troops which fupported the enemy's 12 
pounder, in the attack of the gaol the 1 8th. This 
body confii1:ed of 5000 chofcn men and oiBcers. 
The troops that defended this poft fuftaincd the 
enemy's attack for fome time in the open road, be- 
fore the gaol, with twO field-pieces and their fmall 
arms j bbt being entirely open to the enemy, and 
having fome killed and feveral wounded, they wcrA 
obliged at lafl: to retreat under cover into the gaol 
with their iield-pieces, having before prepared two 
X 3 cmbrazures 
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cmbrazures for them in the wall, which commanded 
the avenue through which the enemy was advancing, 
and the po(t was obtlinaiely and gallantly defended 
for a great while, under the command of MonH 
la Beaume and Enlign Carftairs. During the at- 
tack of this poft, andjufl: after the troops retreated 
into the gaol, we projeflrcd at the center advanced 
battery, ihc attacking the enemy in the rear, with 
25 or 30 men and two field-pieces, to be marched' 
from the North battery, whtlft we advanced cwo 
more frpm our pod, with all bur infantry and 
militia, and joined the troops at the gaol to make 
one general Tally and attack on them in front, whillt 
the detachment from the northward fell on the 
rear by order of Captain Clayton, who commanded 
at thccenteE advanced battery. I wrote ftrenuoufly 
to the Prefidcnt, to let him know our intentions, 
and requefled he would inftantly order the detach- 
ment, with a couple of field-pieces, to advance 
into the middle road on the enemy's rear •, to which 
we received anfwer, *' That it was impoflible, there 
f* were not men to fend." The error I cenfurc on 
this incident, is the not fufficJcntly confidering the 
importance of it, and the troops that might have 
been without danger or inconvenience detached on 
this fervice, had the North advanced battery been 
diveftcd entirely of the mulketry (lationed there, 
and with the volunteers fentout, thepoftwoulti 
have run no rifque, whilft there remained only a 
finglc officer, and people of the train fufficient to 
attend the battery ; or on the march of the detach- 
ment, (if it had been judged neceflary) that bat- 
tery might have been reinforced with a detach- 
ment of the militia from the fort, as ours at the 
center battery had been the 17th at night, under 
Enfign Charles Douglas, when Captain Clayton 
was ordered on a piquet of 50 men, tofecure the 
retreat of Lieutenant Blagg, and the troops from 
Baagbazar ; or fome people might have been 
draughted 
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draughted off from the fouth advanced battery, 
which had not once been (nor was likely to be) 
attacked : the misfortune of this negkft will belt 
appear from thealmoft certain conrequenccs whic(i 
■would have attended the carrying it into execution. 
There was no impediment that could have obftruc- 
ted the detachment's arriving dirctlly clofe on the 
back of the enemy, who would have been between 
two fires, without hardly a poffibility of a tithe of 
the whole body cfcaping a repulfc and Ilaughicr, 
which, I am convinced, would have ftruck fiich'a 
panick into the enemy, as, in all human proba- 
bility, had obliged the Suba to have retreated, and 
dfopt his dcfigns againft us. — Touching this error, ■ 
I am ftr from blaming the Prefident ; I only regret 
his misfortune of having- no commanding military 
officer near him, who could have feen atfijft figh% 
and convinc<;d him of the important ufe this ially 
would have been to tlie fervice. 

42d. The abandoning the center advanced bat- 
tery, at the Court-houfe, has by feme been aflertcd 
as the caufc of the lofs of the fort, and confcquentljr 
comes under the head of our errors, and requires 
confidcration in the fourth place, the more fo as I 
am convinced much ftrefs will be laid on this caufe, 
by thofe who are toially Grangers to the fituation 
of things at that battery, or the rcafons which 
made it needful to abandon it. — This poft was 
commanded by Capt. Chyton as eldeft Captain 
(next to the Conimandant) myfelf as Captain of 
the firft company of militia, was ftationed under 
him. At this battery, with a detachment of the 
militia, we h^d on the whole, includijig officers, 
battalion volunteers, militia, and train, about 9Q 
inen and 15 Buxcrries, two fix pounders mounted 
on the battery, two field-pieces, and two 1 8 poun^ 
ders. — From the moft fuperficial view of this poft, 
it was evident, to any capacity, that tlie enemy 
X 4. ■- would 
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would never venture to make an open attack 
againfl: it -, our mufketry, for this realon, became 
ufekfs at the battery i the manifeft and only fer- 
vice that could be made of them, was ftationing 
them in the houfes round us which commanded 
the battery, and the leHer avenues leading to it ; 
but this very important ftep not feeming to be 
attended to by Captain Clayton, myfelf', and Cap- 
tain Henry Wcdderburn my Lieutenaru^ took the 
liberty to reprcfcnt to him, the utility and abfolute 
neceJity of this meafure. Piqued, I fear, thai a 
thing fo obvious did not occur to himfelf, he re- 
plied, there were not men enough i he would not 
weaken his poft ; though this moft certainly was 
the only means of flrcngthening it. As often as 
we urged it, he perfifted in his error i the confe- 
quence was natural -, the enemy benefited by our 
neglcd, took poffeffion of every houfe round us, 
and of the play-houfc allb, after thft gaol was 
abandoned i-.i the afternoon, and from thence by 
half paft four in the afternoon, were breaking ooc 
feveral locp-hcles bearing on our battery. About 
this time the enemy had forced the pafs by Mr, 
Putham's houfe, and had got in multitudes within 
our lines -, they had obliged the detachment from 
Captain Buchanan's poft, under Lieutenant Blagg, 
to retreat to the South battery. They had alto 
obliged the guard by Mr. Laflell's houfe (which 
we from our poft had reinforced with two Ser- 
jeants and 20 men) to retire, and were fcemingly 
advancing to attack our pofl: in flank, through the 
Lell Baag, and intercept our retreat ■, but having 
brought one of the i8 pounders to bear upon 
them, and fweep the whole eaflerly fide of the 
Icfler great Tank, we flopped their carter with 
much flaughter-, the fort at the fame time keeping 
a warm firing upon them from the baftions. Thus 
circumflanced, Capt. Clayton ordered me (I think 
^ about 
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ebout five in the afcemoon) to so dovn to the 
fort, and reprefent the ftate of the battery, and 
receive orders, whether the po(t Qiould be with- 
drawn or maintained. The orders were to with- 
draw it immediately, and fptke up the cannon we 
could not bring off. I rciiimed with thcfe orders, 
and, to my aftonilhment, found the two 18 poun- 
ders, and one of the fix pounders on the battery 
fpiked up, and the poft in fuch confufion as ban 
all defcnpdon. There was nothing could have 
prevented our bringing off the cannon, and mak- 
ing the moll: regular and foldler-llke retreat, had 
we been commanded by an officer of refolution and 
judgment -, but as it was, our retreat had more 
the appearance of a confufed rout, bringing off 
only one {ield-piece, and the cannon fpiked with 
fo little art, that they were eafily drilled and turned 
againll us. The orders for withdrawing this poft 
circumllanccd as it then was^ carried the utmoft 
propriety with it (the enemv having then made 
lodgments in the theatre and Jioufes clofe round us) 
for though with our cannon and cohorn fhells ad- 
vanced "without the battery, we diflodged the. ene- 
my from two of the houfes, to wir, Mr. Bourchier's, 
and that formerly belonging to Mr. Twils ; yet, 
in an hour more,, not a man could have appeared 
on the battery, or ftirred in or out of the Court- 
houfc, without being a dead-mark to the enemy, 
to fay nothing to our people's having been ne«l- 
Jefsly fatigued and harrafied, to fuch a d^ree, that 
I believe, in two hours more not a man of us would 
have had ftrength enough to have walked to the 
fort. On the orders being ilTiied for abandoning 
our poft, precipitate orders were fcnt to Captain 
Buchanan, and Captain-lieutenant Smith, imme- 
diately to withdraw from the other two advanced 
batteries, and fpike up their cannon. The reafon 
pleaded and urg^ in defence of this haUy ftep, 

was 
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vas the abfolitte necelTiry of doing it as foon as the 
center battery was withdrawn. To this I am 
obliged to objeft, as a reafon very infufBcient : if 
any reafons at all fubfifted, for their being erefted 
and maintained prior to the withdrawing the center 
battery, they fubfifted as much, if not more, after- 
wards } at lead, there was no caufe in nature for 
the order for fpilcing up the cannon. The South 
advanced battery had never been attacked, the 
northerly had, in the morning, and repulfed the 
enemy ■, the only cirpumftancc to be apprehended, 
was the retreat of the troops being cut off, which 
was eafily guarded againft", as we knew the enemy 
was within our lines. A refcrve battery had been 
thrown up acrofs the principal fouih avenue, jnft 
oppofite to the Company's houlc, and clofe under 
the cover of the guns from the two fouthcriy ba- 
ftions, with intention that Captain Buchanan's com- 
mand (hould retire to it with its cannon, in cafe he 
was obliged to retire from the advanced battery at 
the bridge; but this'was never thought of. Ac 
this refervc battery they could not be attacked, 
without infinite lofs to the enemy -, nor flanked from 
the entrenchment cut through the park or Loll 
Baag, which,- in its whole length, was fcoured by 
our fmail arms from the church ; that and Mr. 
Eyre's houfe being taken poflcflion of on abandon- 
ing the center battery, which Ijkev/jfe fecured the 
retreat of Captain-lieutenant Smith's command -, fo 
that there could be no reafon of qiiit:ing cither of 
thefe pofts in the precipitate manniT they did, which 
was the caufe or infinite confufion ainongft our- 
fclves, and of no fmall encouragement to the enemy, 
and proves a fopport to the ccnfure I think I have 
juflly paded on our fccond capital error, that it had 
been a happy incident if thcfc out-pofts had never 
been thought of. I mult not quit this fubjedl, 
without doing particular jufticc to Lieutenant Blagg 

and 
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«nd ten bf our volunucrs, (e^t of them your 
covenanted fervants) viz. Meffrs. Law, Ellis, Took, 
N; Drake, Charles Smith, Wilkinfon, Dodd, Knap- 
ton, William Parker and Macpherfon i thde Gen- 
tlemen were detached from Captain Buchanan's 
pod, to fuftain a Serjeant and i6 men polled in Mr. 
Goddard's houfe, to defend the poft at Mr. Pot- 
ham's, and threw themfclvcs into Captain Min- 
chin's houfe, from the top of which they made a 
great flaughter cf the enemy ; and when that poft 
was forced, the Serjeant and his men made' a pre- 
cipitate retreat to the battery, without once dunk- 
ing of the Gentlemen polled at Captain Minchin's, 
where thefe had a long and bloody conflid with a 
number of the enemy, moft unequal, and at laft 
forced a retreat, glorious to thenrfelves, but with 
the lofs of two of their fmall detachment, viz. 
MefTrs. Smith and Wilkinfon, who by miflake were 
feparated from the body j the firfrrefufcd quarter, 
and killed five of the enemy before he fell i the 
other called for quarter, but was denied it, and cut 
to pieces. 

43d. I have now brcught you, Honourable Sirs, 
to the fifth and lall: aft of our tragedy of errors, 
which brought on as fatal and melancholy a cata- 
strophe, I believe, as ever the annals of any people, 
or colony of people, fufFered fince the days of 
Adam; to wit, the Governor, MelT. Manningham, 
Franktand, Macket, the principal officers, and a 
confiderable part of the colony, abandoning your 
fort, effefts and garrifon, with the fliips and vefre].*!, 
whereby the retreat of thofe who remained was to 
all intents and purpofes cut off, to the number of 
about 170 perfons, and left a facrifice to an exafpe- 
rated and mercilcfs enemy ; amonglt thofe four of 
your council, a great number of your principal 
and valuable covenanted fervants, three military 
Captains, iever-al Commanders of (liips, eight or 

ni^e 
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nine coriuifiSionied officcrsi many tiS tha prtrcif^ 
. inhabititms, and others. Our proceedings in thb 
dinirefsful fituatton, I hav6 in fevr words fummed 
up in my letter of the i yth July from the capual 
of the ptpvtnce, which 2 btg leave to repeat here, 
.left that letter by any accident fli6tild net have 
reached you. " Mr. Pearke'a waving his right of 
jeniority, he, and the gentlemen in council, with 
the unanimous approval of the gentkmcn in the 
icrvice, the garrifon and inhabitants, ele£ted me 
their Governor and Adminlltrator of your af- 
fairs during the troubks, arid fufpended your Pre- 
fident, and Mcfih, Manningham, Frankland, and 
Macket, from yoilr fervice, for their breach of 
truft ; as alfo the military officers who accompa- 
nied then)." In my letter above referred to, I 
indifcrimindtely bUmed the whole who had left us^ 
in whtth I may well be excol^, for I had it ncft 
then in my power to matie the juft di&in^tions and 
exceptions I have here already ddne •, for, in.trutb, 
it can bcr incumbent only on your Governor, and 
Commander in Chief, and the Gcntkmen .of Coun- 
cil, and the officers whd accompanied him in this 
detedicMii to vindicate. If poOible, thb pie<ie of 
c(Midui^ i nor Can it be wondered aCi that thofe 
;icither in truft nor command, Ihould quit a caufe, 
where thofe who bore the h^heft diftindions in 
both, deio-ted it : That the fort \ya3 not tenable, 
is a truth cannot be concradifted, anV more than 
that a general retreat, with all its efreds t)ublic 
and private^ might, with eafe, have been efTcfVed, 
had thofe on whom it reftcd done their dut)', 
AYhen I mention a general retreat, J would be un* 
derftood to mean no more than the European inha- 
bitants, the garrifon and their families ; as for this 
multitudes of others that were (by an infatuation 
not to be accounted for) admitted into the fort, to 
the number of 6000 at Icaft, they muft have, been 
abandoned > 
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abandoned t they would havo fuBcred nothing by 
being left behind, and would have caufed much 
embarraflmcDt and diftrcfs to the whole by being 
embarked. As I have before done juftice to the 
officers of militia and others, who were embariced 
without (I am convinced) having any intention of 
abandoning the ion, I muft in this place likewile 
render juftice, to the bcft of my knowledge and 
infoimation, to the chara^r c^ one of your Board, 
Mr. William Mackott : This gentleman had the 
command of the fecond company of militia, and 
went to fee his lady (and children) on board the 
Dodaly the iSth at night, where he Itft her dan- 
geroully ill about if, and returned to ^e fore, 
though the- ftrongeft perfuafions, I am well in- 
formed, were ufed U) detain him on board. Could 
any confidcration or plea have been prevalent 
enough to Hiake that ci honour, the Atuatifffl of 
this gentleman's family, joined- to thole perfuafions, 
would have deurmined his Hay t but he returned 
to the duty his honour called him to, and with the 
confcnt and approbation of Mrs. Mackett. Early 
on the morning q£ the 19th, the Prefident, Mr. 
Mackett, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myfclf and 
others, were employed in cutting open the bales of 
cotton, and filling ic in bags, to carry upon the 
parapets ; then (I rccbllefl:) Mr. Maekett inti- 
mated to me the unhappy condition he left his lady 
i(i the preceding night, and exprefled his defire and 
intcation to ftep on board for five minutes, to fee 
her : That this was the fole motive of his going, 
without any deftgn of abandoning the fort, I am 
convinood of; and is, I think, proved by the 
whole of his behaviour during the (lege, and his 
return to the fort from the Dodaly the preceding 
lught, WWi equal pleafure I would embrace any, 
even probable, appearance tojuftify the condudt of 
your other fervano in higher iruft ; againft whom, 
I with 
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] with more" real concern lay, the char^ lies too 
heavy -and obvious co admit of extenuation. The 
proof, and fupporttng this charge, I could wtfb 2 
talk impoled on any body elfe ; but unluckily, 
none but myfelf is equal to it, as none can be fo 
well acquainted with the circumllances attending 
it i and however galling the remembrance of my 
own chains, fufferings and lofles may be, tiiey ihall 
not influence me to deviate from truth, though 
fuch remembrance may ui^ me to terms of feeniing 
bitternefs, hardly unavoidable, when thole fufferiim 
can be attributed to nought but the unaccountable 
onduiS I am now impeaching — a conduft which 
(however palliated by a thoufand frivolous reafons) 
will juftly lay your Prefidcnt and Mcflrs. Man- 
ningbam and Franklaod open to the cenfurc of 
breach of truft:, of the higheft imprudence and 
inconfiftencc, and prove them ftrangers to the very 
di^tes of humanity. 

44th. In what degree either of the above-named 
gentlemen may appear lefs culpable than the others, 
or really arc lb, is not my bufincfs to determine ; 
this. Honourable Sirs, I will leave to your judg- 
ments and fentence, whilft I give you as faithful a 
ftatemeot of the fads, as in my power ; that McflT. 
Manningham and Frankland's tailing down from ths 
fort with the Dodaly, and rcfufing to return to it, 
and join our Councils the ni^toftne i8lh, though 
more than once fummoned to it by your Prefidcnt, 
were the primary caufes c^ all the confufton that 
cnfued, will, I think, hardly admit of conteft : 
The defence thefe Gentlemen make 10 excu^>ate 
themfelves. Hands on the face of the Fulta conful- 
tations of the 14th of July laft, and is replied ui by 
me, on my return from Ballifore, in a letter to the 
Board at Fulta, under date the 25th of Odober 
laft, a copy of which I hereunto annex 1 the de- 
parture of the Dodaly (of which cbofe gentlemen 
were 
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were part owners) and their lefofal to return, were 
tbe caufe of jealouries and fears, which othcrwife 
would never have exifted -, and the garrilon were 
well vindicated in their conclufions, that when gen- 
tlemen* who bore the moft diflinguiflicd charaSera . 
both civil and military, had quitted and rcfufed to 
return to their truft, and duty, every man was pro- 
viding for himfclf the beft he could. The Cap- 
tain of the Dodaly exculpates himfclf, by produc- 
ing from your Frefident an order of the 15th of 
June, purporting, that he Qiould obey all fuch 
orders as he Qiould receive from himfclf or Mr. 
Manningham ; and thefe Gentlemen cake the 
advantage of this order, to prove their power, 
and extenuate their departing with the fliip % 
a power which devolved to Mr. Manning- 
ham for quite another purpole, and cannot be 
wrefted, with either truth or propriety, to the 
purpofe it is now produced to ferve, as your Fre- 
fident can well witn^fs. The infpe£lion and nccef- 
fary orders to be ifTued in matters relative to the 
Marine, was offered and undertaken by Mr. Man- 
ningham, to caie the Frefident, and not with the 
intention that he (bould be thereby impowered to 
dtfircTs him and the garrifon with the defeftion of 
that fliip, and of quitting a truft which opened 
the way, and was, I believe, in fome meafure, the 
caufc of your Frcfident's quitting his truft alio (m 
the fucceeding morning, though I offer it not in 
lufHcient vindication of a conduA not to be vindi- 
cated in one who bore the charader of governor 
and commander in chief of your fort and garritbn. 
That things were in the utmoft confufion I admit j 
that nopropcr order, rule or command wasobierved, 
is moft true; that the proceedings of Mefil Man- 
ningham and Frankknd were fufpicious and alar- 
ming, I grant 1 but on whom will alt this reflet 
and recoil ? Had, on the iirft rcfufal thcfc gentle- 
mea 
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men made to join our councils at this important junc- 
ture, the fhip been remanded back, under the cover 
of ourguns, and a deiachmeac Icntco bring them to 
their duty, in place of their being fuffered co wait 
for oiie to defend the fhip from the hazard they 
tbemlelves had brought her into, without orders or 
knowledge of any one in the garrifoo, the meafure 
would have fpoke the governor and commander in 
chief •, a thouland milchiefs had been avoided, nor 
he himfelf reduced the next day to the unhappy 
dilemma which at lafl: ended in bis following ^ir 
example, to tbc deO:ru£tion of thofe left behind ; 
and with the knowledge, that neither the Company's 
treafure, books, or elTencial papers were embarked, 
no more than the immente property then deposited 
in the fort, conftCling of your own ef&fts and of 
a multitude of others, left mtferable and indigent 
by thedcfertioo ; in having all means.cut off from 
them of Caving it, and with thofe very Qupi that 
were employed and detained for ici pictervatioa. 
Fortitude is not given to every one ; and I may 
moll: juftly plead excufe for any failure arifing from 
OUE wane o£ military knowledge ; ic could not be 
expelled from us, but every aSi of common pru- 
dence will : if ^e lives of lb many brave and 
Talw^lde men, who pecilhed by th{s conduiB;, meri- 
ted no regard, the gentlemen's own fupport vith 
their Emplo^'er^ depended on their having 3 regard 
to their efiedis entruded to their charge j as trea- 
furera, it was incumbent chiefly on them to lee 
chat the treafure was embarked ; this was a mcaCure 
judged etigible in a Council of War, before the 
fort was judged not tenable, and fure ought imme- 
diately to have been carried into execotton. That 
Cooky; could not be obtained to carry that and die 
Company's books off, as alledged on the face (f 
the Fulta confultations, muft appear to every body 
then in garrifon, and indeed co the wh<de world, a 
prcKncc 
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(iretence to palliate ancedlefs pannic, difbrder and 
negleA. That money and enefts wer) that nighc 
embarked, is a truth known to every bcxly ; and on 
fuppofitSon there was not a Cooley in the fort, a 
lingle Topaz could have en;)barked the hd year's 
books, the confulutions and elTcntial papers. But 
it muft appear a fat^ beyond contradiiftion, that 
thefc, and every thing clfc, were facrificed and 
jibandoned to the conlideration of thele gentle- 
men's own fafety ; though that no ways endangered^ 
but from the ftcps taken to fecure it -, for had we 
been joined in our councils, and the ihips con- 
tinued under the proteftion of our gun-, or brought 
back, and any the Jeaft command exerted, we had 
it in o^r power to leave the Suba the bare walls of 
your fort only, without a gun in it that would 
have been of any ufc to him, or injury to us or the 
Slipping. Had we remained united in our force> 
and proper fpirit fhewn, and examples made, what 
could have been apprehended from a few drunken 
Dutch foldiers, or a few fediiions among the rabble 
of the militia ; the Frefident, council, officers, 
gentlemen in the fcrvice, volunteers, and principal 
mhabitants, were furely more than equaf to quell 
any tumult that could have been railed by thofe, 
to have obftrudted an orderly retreat wi[h every 
thing of value depofited in the fort. Had this 
been done with proper coolnefs and rcfolution, 
and the whole colony proceeded as early in Auguft 
as the fleet could pufli put to Fort Sc. George, 
with the e6e£ts, public and private, immenfe had 
been the gain to both i there proper meafures 
might have been expeditioufly confulted and 
adopted, for the re-e(lablilhment of the fettlement j 
and the remains of our fliattered and diflrcffed 
colony would have found repole and fheltcr : this 
Ilcp would have been eligible, even in the wretched 
circumftances they retired ; but the misfortune is, 
Y errors 
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errors are fruitful, -and generaHf beget one another; 
"the pannic which feised the gentiemen in com- 
mand, never loft its influence ; the little fared 
was, in the general confufion, loft at Taooers 
and Buzbudgea : and in place of conaniring thor 
rout to Fort St. George, thealternttiveof reftding 
at Fuka was determined on, and fach advices for- 
warded, to that prefidency by Mr. Manninghaoi, 
as naade it a cafe of necefTiry to remain chere, under 
fuch difadvamages and diltrefles as I beltcvc hardly 
ever a wretched people laboured, and at an im- 
mense expcnce to yourfclves in fopporting the 
colony, and freight of fliips for their reception 
and defence ; part of your expence, indeed, daily 
IcHencd, by the multitude of deaths here, which 
has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony, 
and to more than half the detachment and officers, 
fent under Major Kilpatrick } all which might have 
been amended by a prudent procedure to Madrals, 
as above. Why this was not done, in preference 
to the advices Tenc, and our milcrable refidence 
here, I am a ftranger, and have not yet received or 
heard one tolerable reafon to fopport the meafure. 
It has been alledged, the quitting the river would 
have been giving up the caufe ; had this been done, 
it would have been only giving up a caufe already 
loft, and which they themfelvcs had firft aban- 
doned : the fleet's quitting the river, would have 
lulled the enemy into a fccuritv which would great- 
ly have facilitated the retaking your fettlement ; 
whereas our refidence in it has kept them on the 
alarm, and preparations are made for the defence 
of it, v;hich probably wouH never have been 
thought of. Nor is it potfible, in my conception, 
to account for this ftrange perfevcrance in mifery, 
and heavy charge to yourfclves, but from two 
motives, which (wayed the councils of thofe gentle- 
men who had quitted your fort, ganilbn and 
effcas, 
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eflfciar, whilfl: they bore the charafters of command 
in it. Confcious and felf-coovidted of a condu<% 
not to be vindicated, it became neceffary that one 
o£ their own body fhould be difpatched to give the 
firft imprcITion of it j had they proceeded with the 
colony, 3 handred mouths would have been open 
to report their coriduft as well as their own. This, 
Honourable Sirs, muH;, I think, have been the 
principle they afted on, to allow them the fliadow 
of confiftencc i if the gentlemen fupport their 
remaining in the river from other even probable 
reafons, I will bs the firfl to retrail myfentimenis; 
not my (cntimenCs alone, but that of near the whole 
Colony. More, I think, I need not fay in fupport 
of my charge againfl thefc gentlemen j that they 
juftly incur the ccnfurc of breach of rruft, have 
aded with the grcateft imprudence, and been 
confiCtent in nothing but errors, from the firft: mo- 
ment they meditated abandoning your fort in the 
nianner they did ; it remains only that I prove 
they might fafely have retrieved this unhappy ftep, 
by a return to it with all the ftiips, and that, by 
this neglc£t, they not only further merit the ccnfure 
I have already paflcd on them, but that of being 
itrangers atfo to the very dii^ates of humanity. 

45th. The Dodaly (with McITrs, Manningham 
and Frankland] and fome other vcflels, fell down 
the river the i8th at night. Your Prefident, with 
the reft of the Ihips, veffels and boats, followed 
them the rgth, about nine in the forenoon : they 
lay in fight of our fort, and flag flying, until the 
20th. About 1 1 in the forenoon, we faw the St. 
George, our laft refource, was a-ground, and 
could not come down to our fuccour, and heard us 
engaged with the enemy during all this period.— 
They knew the defperaie ftate they had left and 
abandoned us in, without all poQjbility or means to 
efcapc or retreat 1 and this their own doing : They 
Y 2 were 
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were fcnfible, we had not ammunition to defend the 
fort two days, or,' if we had, that our ftrcngth, 
with continued fatigue, watching, and aftion, Wiis 
cxhauftcd, and that we were reduced to thcwrctchcd 
ahcrnative of either facrificing our lives, by rc- 
folving to die fword in hand, or furrcr.dcr ourfclvcs 
to an enraged and mercilefs enemy ; and yet neither 
Ihips, velTel, or boat, were fent to favour our 
retreat, enquire what was our faK, or whether we 
exiiled, or had perifhed. To palliate this, (I be- 
lieve, unequalled inhumanity) the danger of re- 
turning with the (hips has been, I hear, alledgcd. 
— Capt. Grant, in his letter to us, in vindication of 
himfelf, the 20th Auguft, afferts, he more than 
once ui^d your Prelident to move up with all the 
fliips and floops before the fort, once in the pre- 
fcnceof Capt. Young, Commander of the Docfaly, 
who reprefentcd it as a dangerous attempt. I fub- 
mit it to you. Honourable Sirs, to determine, 
whether your Prefident ought to have remained 
fatisfied with an anfwer of this kind, or whether the 
Ihips would have run greater riik iri moving up to 
the fort, thnn they did in moving down from it ; or 
if there aftually had been danger in the attempt, of 
which there was not even the Ihadow, whilfl: we re- 
mained in pofleflion of the fort, was thf prefcrvation 
of fo many brave and valuable men as were cooped 
up in it, with your treafure, etFcdts, books, &c. of 
fuch fmail cftimaiion with gentlemen, as not to 
merit one attempt to retrieve them, though even 
this attempt had been attended with danger ? But 
it has been urged, that they were ac no certainty 
whe.her we were in poflrfTion of the^fort, or notj 
and by feme conjeftured, that we had furrendered, 
or the place had been taken by alTaiilt, and that 
the flag was only kept flying by the enemy to decoy 
the flett back. — But it thefe were the doubts that 
aftuated them, why did they not fatisfy themfelves f 
A fingie 
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A fingle floop or boat fcnt up the night of the 
19th, might have hailed us from the baftioiis, 
without rilk, even if the place had been in poflH"- 
fion of the enemy, the contrary of which they 
would have been afcertained of, and the fleet might 
have moved up that night. This motion would 
have put frelh fpirits into us, and given difmay to 
the enemy, .already not a little difheartcned by the 
numbers flain in the day when diflodgcd from the 
houfes round us, and otherwile, particularly by our 
fbells and cannon at Lady Ruireirs and the Court- 
houfe. Had the fliips moved up, and our forces 
reunited, ^nd part of the ammunition on board 
ihcm been difembarked for the fervice of the fort, 
the Suba might at laft have been obliged to retreat 
with his army, or at worft the effeds might have 
been Ihipped off the 20th, even in the face of the 
enemy, without their having power to obftruft it, 
and a general retreat made of the whole garrifon, 
as glorious to ourfclves, all circumftanccs confidercd, 
aaa viftory lyould have been; the Gentlemen would 
then have found a plan ready formed, to the 
minuteft circumftance. for a general retreat, that 
would have been attended with no diforder, con< 
fufion, or difficulty, if proper refoUition and com- 
mand had appeared : Had your Prcfidcnt, as was 
incumbent on him, hoilted his flag on board the 
Dodaly, of which he was likewjlc part owner, 
and moved up^cven the 20th, not a man or veflel 
but would have followed him, and he would then 
have been early enough to havp given a new face to 
things ; but, in place of that, he rendered himfelf 
totaUy inexcufable, by not only quitting us him- 
felf, but in telling others, and amongft them fome 
of the Officers of the Militia then on bDsrd the 
Dodaly, That the retreat was general ; thereby 
cooling the relblutions and endeavours of ihole 
who were returning to us, and had never once 
y 3 entertained 
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entertained a thought of quitting the fort The 
want of boats has been another caufc alledged for 
a genera] retreat not being praflicable. Were there 
any grounds for this aflcrtiori, where did the faulc 
Jic ? Though there might have been few boats at 
the Crane Gat, when the Prefident went off, yet 
it is a known truth, that the wharfs to the right 
and left were lined with them, and that not one of 
them ftirrcdfrom thefhorc, until immediately after 
he put off, when they all rowed acrofs the river, 
moft of them with grain on board ; and thi^ 
defertion occafioned by ncglcft of the obvious 
meafure of having a fufficicnt guard over rhcm. 
But to obviate every excule that can poflibly be 
ui^ed againft the facility with which we could nave 
made the retreat general, I will fuppofe there had 
not a country-boat exJIted, thofe belonging to the 
Ihips, and the fmall craft, brought cloie in ftiore. 
Would have been amply fuffitientto have embarked 
the effefts, garrifon, and their families, whicli We 
had not at afl dcfpaired of eflefting, even with the 
Saint George's three or four boats, (had fhe happily 
come down to our luccour) arid the affiftance of" 
Captain Witherington's pinnace, then lying at the 
Crane. But, in fnort. Honourable Sirs, it is not 
to be wondered at, that, in a panick. fuch as evi- 
dently polTeffed thofe in the chief command and 
dire£tion, means the moft obvious ftibuld either not 
occur, or be ncglefted ; nor that handles, the moft 
weak and improbable, ihould be laid hold of, to 
extenuate the condutft refulting from it : As fuch X 
think myfelf juftificd, in treating every reafon ad- 
vanced in vindication of thefe gentlemen quitting 
the fort in the manner they did, and riot returning, 
when it wa» fo demonftrably in their power, and 
thereby Ibfide the means of faving your treafure, 
books, and effet5ts ; of preferving the lives of the 
many gallant worthy men, who pcrilhcd in their 
3 defence, 
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defence* and thusfella facrificc} of preventing the 
tan of the l^therlefs children and widows, left 
deftitute and unhappy, as well as ihofe of the 
many parents and relations, deprived thin of the 
ornanwnts of their families, in the miferabte deaths 
of a number of the molt promifing youths you 
ever had in your fervice^ and laftly, of faving 
myfelf, and others, your faithful fcrvants, from 
chains, ftiame, and imprifonnrtent, with other 
diftrefles and fufferings hardly to be defcribed. 

46th. This fubjcft, Honourable Sirs, difagree- 
able as it is, I muft not quit, without fpeaking to 
an afperfion which has been fpread in the Beet, 
and 1 doubt not elfewhere, that, ** thofe who 
•* were left behind, and fomc of the principal of 
*' them intended going, had not the means of do- 
** ing ic been cut off from them, and fo made a 
*' virtue of necelfity." This affcrtion I will ven- 
ture to term bold as well as bafc, being founded 
on the conjedure only of fome, with impotent 
hopes to reduce others on a level with themfelves ; 
the Intentions of the heart arc impenetrable but to 
the breall it dwells in, therefore I can only fay, I 
folemnf y believe that not a man left in the fort had 
any intention or defign of quitting it, but in a ge- 
neral retreat, nor could ought be difcovered in 
their behaviour, that either did then or could fince 
give me caufe to alter my fcnciments. As to my- 
felf, ag'aind: whom I don't queftion but this nander 
is chieBy aimed -, it has aUb been as audaciouQf 
faid, that I was not only privy to your Pn:fi[ient*5 
gmng away, bu( was to have gone with him i of 
b^ih he has honourably and publickly; acquitted 
me 1 my knowing myfelf free from this Icandalous 
imputation of intending to quit your fort {other- 
wife than in a general re:reatj is not enough, it is 
my duty to convince my Honourable M^d^rs lilie- 
wife, that fuch pculi not be my deflgn ; if it hat!, 
Y 4 my 



n,gn,-PrihyGt)l>^lc 



t 3S8 1 

my motives were fupcrior, the means equally in my 
power, and the reflcftion kfs in proportion to the 
Icfs command and truft invcfted in tne. Thcfe 
gentlemen declare they embarked no private effe£ls 
belonging cither to themfelves or conltituenis. The 
Diligence Snow then lying at my Gat, 1 fent or- 
ders the i8[h afternoon from the outer .battery, to 
embark my ca(h, pUte, cfTencial papers, and fome 
jewels, in all (o the value of about fifty to fifty- 
two thoufand Arcot Rupees, which was done by 
my own people, my fervanis having before brought 
me word every Cooley in the fectlement was cm-i 
ployed in emptying the rice boats at the faftory, 
fo that they could nqt get people to carry them to 
the tbrr, where moft people's valuable effct5b wero 
depofiicd ; my Godowns being unfortunately full 
pf heavy and cumherlbme goods, there was no 
poflibiliiy of embarking them, or depoliting them 
In the fort, ?.nd my hoiife fofar detached as furely 
to be one of the firft pofTcficd and plundered by the 
enemy, Avhich fo happened. — Had my iirter.tioo 
been lo abandon the fettlemenr, the temptation was 
great, and ftill greater, as the whole remains of 
my fortune then in Calcutta were embarked, the 
means in my own hands, the vefiel under no com- 
mand but my own, without any poflibiliiy of my 
being obftruCtcd the whole qight of the 18th, or 
the morning of the rpth. If fuch had bepn my 
defign, I might have laid hold of the pretence to 
accompany Mrs. Drake, apd the ladies embarked 
on board the Diligence, about eleven the night of 
the 1 8th, or afterwards, when I requefted and fent 
Monfieur Le Beaume, with three of my feryants 
to embark on board that vefiel, for the greater 
fecurity of her and the ladies. Such were the 
opportunities, and fuch were the temptations I 
had to have quitted your fort, but the thought 
Ticyer entered my breaft, nor of any one elfe, with 

the 
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the certainty of the retreat being general the fuc- 
ceeding night j and that 1 neither did go, nor 
had a fentiment that tended to it, I am ftill happy 
in ; and notwithllanding aM my fuffbrings ; and 
with this reflexion, that had I gone, I had in all 
human probabihty favcd ths above rtmains of my 
fortune, which fell a prey to the enemy the 21ft, 
atBuzbudgee, without any one friendly, humane, 
or falutary ftcp being taken by the fleet or thofe 
who commanded in it to preferve the Snow: The 
officer on board, having weighed in the general 
rout, and accompanied the other fhips without my 
.orders or knowledge. As to our having *' made a 
*' virtue of neceffity," thefe gentlemen ihould be 
jthe lalt to reproach us, or take advantage even in 
expreOion of the nccefiity they had reduced us to ; 
.that any has afibmed a virtue from it, I do not 
believe ; we did our duty and no more, in defend- 
ing your property as long as was in our power, 
which certainly is a virtue comparatively confi- 
tlered, with rcipe£l to ihofc who did not do fo. 

, 47th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, 1 have with 
itrid truth to the utiripft of my knowledge and 
remembrance, traced oiit and laid Before you, the 
caufes and various capital errors, which occafioned 
the lofs of your Prefidency and fcttlemcnis in thcfe 
provinces. Neceflary as it has been, I am fenfible 
ty what I feel myfelf on this fubjcift:, how impleaf- 
ing to you, ^therefore will not give you further 
pain, than in the addition of a few lines, explain- 
ing the manner your fort was t^kcn, on which I 
|ind I have in my letters from Muxadabad and 
Hougly been raiiicr too (hort. 
- 48th. iiaving been preHld at difTercnt times on 
th,e 2Cth, by the gentlemen of council and others, 
p throw out a ^ag of truce, I oppofed it as much 
fa poflible, forefeeing the little utility would ai ife 
from it, copfidering the enemy we had to deal with, 

and 
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and that they were as perfeftly acquainted with our 
dillreficd £tuadon, as we ourfclves ; however, to 
quiet the minds of every body as much as in my 
power, I caufed a letter to be wrote the loth, 
eai-Iy in the morning, by Omychund, who was 
left a prifoncr in the fort, to Raja Monick Chund, 
to the following purport. *' That, as he and his 
•' houfe had always been a friend and tenant to the 
" Englilh, we hoped to experience it on this occa- 
** fion, and that he would ufe his influence with 
'* the Suha, to order his troops to ceafe hoftilitjcs i 
^' that we were ready to obey his commands, and 
*' perfifted only in defending the fort, in prcfer- 
'* vation of our lives and honours." At this pe- 
riod I was at no certaintj' of the Suba*s b^ing at 
the ficge in )]er[bn, and all the hopes I had from 
this letter, or a flag of truce, was to amufe thenn 
until the St. George came down, and that we might 
have tlic night to make our general retreat in> 
About noon, as I before obfervcd, the enemy were 
lepulfed from the attacks they made this day to the 
northward, and a ceflation on both ftdes eiHued for 
more than two hours, and not one of the enemy to 
be fecn ; the gentlemen of council, officers and in- 
habitants, {till preBing me, I was prevailed on to 
confent to a flag of truce being thrown out before 
dark. About four in the afternoon, word wa^ 
brought me that one of the enenry was adrarcing 
with a flag in his hand, and called to ceafe firing, 
and that we fhould have quarter if we furrendered : 
this was judged a favourable junftnre to anfwer it 
with a flag of truce ; accordingly I repaired with 
the flag on the original S. E. Baftion, where Cap<- 
tatn Buchanan was then poflicd, ^d ordered Bring 
to ceafe. I had a letter prepared whh me, afr 
drelTed to Roy Doolub, general of his forces, im- 
porting an overture to ceafe hofl:iliiies, till the Suba 
could be wrote to, and his pleafure known. This 
letter 
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letter i threw over the rampam, and borfted th« 
Bag of truce on the baftion ; the letter was taken 
Vp by the pcrfon who advanced with the flag, who 
rairei with it: foon after, mHliitudcs of the enemy 
came oxit of their hiding places round us, and 
iflocked under the walk ; a ftiort parly enfued, I 
demanded a tryce to hoftilities, until the Siiba'a 
pleafure coiild be known } to which I was an- 
fwcrcd by one of his officers from below, that the 
Buba was there, and his pleafure was that we fhould 
immediately ftrike our colours and lurrMider the 
fort, -and ourfclves, and that we fhould Save quar- 
ter. I was going to reply, when at that ioftant 
Mr. William Bailie, ftanding near me, was flightly 
wounded by a muHtet ball from the enemy, on the 
fide of his head, and word was brought me that 
they were attempting to force the S. W. barrier, 
and were cutting at the eaftern gate. On being 
"afccrtaincd of this, I ordered Captain Buchanan 
to point a cannon from the Baftion, which flanked 
the eafem curtain, and told them to withdra* 
Irom the walls, or 1 would inftantly fire amongft 
them; they withdrew, and I immediately took 
down the flag of truce, and ftepc to the parade t& 
Ifliie orders for a general difcharge of our cannoft 
and fmati arms. The moment I arriv^cd there. 
Captain Dickfon, ("who now commands the Lively 
prabb, afprcfent in-your fervice) and joft after 
him Enfign Walcot came running to me, and told 
me the weftern gate was forced by our own people 
and betrayed. I inftantly fent Enfign Walcot with 
orders to fee if there was no pofliWIity of fecuring 
It again j he returned and told me it was impoffibic, 
for the locks and bolts, were forced off. On this 
t returned to Captain Buchanan's poft, and found 
fame of the enemies colours planted on the baftion. 
1 afitcd him how he came to fufFer it 5 he rcpiii-d 
he ttmnd farther rcfiftancc was in vain, for that the 
'' J, ' ' ■ ' ■ moment 



r 33^ 1 

moment I had left him, advice was brought him 
of the weftern gate being betrayed, and turning 
myfelf I faw below multitudes of the enemy, who 
had entered that way, and others who had fcaled 
by the S. W. baftion, and the new Godowns, that 
baftion and the barrier, as I afterwards learnt, hav- 
ing been deferted the time the weftern gate was 
forced. To the hrft Jemmautdaar who Icaled at 
the S. W. bafbon I advanced, and delivered my 
piftols ; he told me to order inftantly our colours 
to be cut down ( I replied, I would give no fuch 
orders, they were mafters of the fort, and might 
order it themfelves ; he demanded my fword, 1 
refufed delivering it, but in prefcnce of the Suba, 
on which the Jemmautdaar carried me round the 
ramparts, oppofite to where the Suba was below, 
without the walls, from thence I made him the 
cuftomary Salaam, and delivered my fword to his 
Jemmautdaar ; the Suba from his litter returned 
my Salaam, and moved round to the northward, 
and entered the fort by the fmall weftern gate. I 
had three interviews with him that evening, one in 
Durbar. At Brft he exprefTed much refentment at 
cur prefumption, in defending the fort againft his 
army with fo few men, afkcd why I did not run 
away with my Governor, &c. feenied much difap- 
pointed and dilTatisded at the fum found in the 
• ireafury, aflced me many qucjlions on this fubjeft, 
to all whicli I made the befl: reply that occurred ; 
and on the conclufion he aHured me on the word of 
a foldier, that no harm Ihould come to me, which 
he repeated more than once, The confequencc 
proved how little regard was paid to this alTurance, 
tor I was with the reft of my fellow fufferers, about 
eight at night, crammed into the Black-Hole Prt> 
fon, arid paft a night of horrors ] will not attempt 
to defcribe, as they bar all defcriptions. On th^ 
enfuing morning, (the zift of June) I was taken 

out 
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out. from amongft the dead, and again carried be- 
fore the Suba, more dead than alive j he fecmed 
little afftftcd when I told him the mifcrable cata- 
ftrophc of my companions ; he anfwered me, by 
faying, be was well informed there was an im- 
irenfc treafure buried or fecreted in tlie fort, and 
that I was privy to it, and commanded me to point 
out where it was hid, if 1 expcdted favour (one of 
his Jemmautdaars had told me on the way the caule 
of my being fent for, and advifed mc to make a 
full difcovery, or that I fhould be fliot off from the 
mouth of a cannon the next half hour.) I urged 
every thing pofliblc againll the information he had 
received, or that if fuch a thing had been done, I 
was totally a flranger to it ; but all I could fay 
fecmed lo gain no credit with the Suba, who or- 
'dered me a prifoner, under charge of one of his 
generals, Mhir Modun, and with me Meflrs. 
Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated in my 
letter from Muxadabad, to which letter I beg 
leave to refer for the account of our fubfcqucnt 
fufferings, and to fubfcrtbe myfeU^ with the moft 
perfefl: rcfp^ft and duty. 

Honourable Sirs, 
Your ever faithful 
Fulta, Nov. 3ptb, and obedient humble lervant. 
'756. 

Mr. Holwzll's Mtiule and Dijfent in Council^ the 
20lbef Augufb, 1756, at Fulta, referred to in 
the f receding letter of the 2 5;* October. 

MR. Kolwell obfcrves that we have a bill 
before us, amounting to Arcot Rupees 
64662 8 Annaes, on account of expences and 
damages of Ihip Dodaly, commencing 9th of 

June, 1756 He /urther remarks, that the 

charge of this (hip is founded on her being 

taken up for the defence of the Company's fort, 

cffcds, 
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tffe£tSf anJ ictdcnleht i but that ftie abandoned 
fuch defence, by falling down from the fort and 
fettlemeHi, without orders, the i8th of June at 
night ; to which he cannot help attributing all the 
misfortunes which cnfued.-^He therefore diflcnts 
to any payment or confideraiion being made by 
the Honourable Companyi on account of her 
expence, lofs or damage charged in the faid bill; 
except for provifions, &c. for the ufe of the 
Company's fervants on board. 

Air. HolwellV ^Snute on the Fulta Cott/iiliatioitSi 
at his firfi joimng tbt Agencj at that plate. 

Fultai ijthAiiguft, 1756. 

CAPTAIN Dugald Campbell's comthiffiort 
being tendered to Mr. HolwcU to fign, he 
refuted the fame» and requefted the gentlemen 
would plctfe lb excufe his not figning that, 
or any other paper whaifoever, in the prefent 
ftate of the governtncnt affairs, for the following 
reafons : 

ift. He conceives that when the Hofioufable thif 
JaK Prefidcnt, and Meflrs. Mariningham, Frank- 
land, and Macket abandoned the fort and garrifon 
of Fort William the 18th and 19th of June Uft^ 
and quitted the defence of thcfe and .the Honour- 
able Company's efFcfts, they did, by fu6h z&, to 
all intents and purpofes, divcft ihemfelvcs of all 
fight oi" prcteniions to the future government of 
the Company's affairs, or the colony. 

2dly. That on the faid abdication of the Ho- 
RQurable the late Prefideot, and MelTrs. Manning-' 
ham, FrankUnd, and Macket, the remaining gen- 
tlemen of Council (the ojily government then 
fubfifting) did, with the unanimous approval of 
the garrifon, officers, &c.^ cleft and appoint, in 
Council, him, Mr. Holwell, Governor of the fort 
and garrifon, and adminiftrator of the Company's 
affurs 
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affairs during the troubles •, his right to whtcti 
latter appointment, he does not think the gentle- 
men at preTcnt conftituting the Agency have an/ - 
juft power to divcft him of, or wirh-hold from him; 
howfoevcr, and under whatfocrer other head the 
remainder of the colony, who are not fervants to 
the Company, may think proper to difpofe of 
ihem&lves. 

3dly. That the late Prefident, and Meffrs. Man- 
lungham, Frankland, and Macket being f juftly as 
be conceives) the 19th of June in Council, fuf- 
pendcd the Honourable Company's fervice, he 
thinks this a6t alone fufficient to diveft them of all 
ititure rule in any matters relative to the Company's 
affairs, until cheir plcafure from Europe be known. 
' The more efpecially as the laid fufpenfion met with 
(as he is ioformed) the approval and affent of 
MefTrs. Watts and Collet, in their difavowing any 
fut^eAion to be due to the orders of the Agency, 
ifliied to them from Futta *, a confirmation of the 
fufpmfion by &x members, the majority of the 
whole Council. 

4thly. That in confequcnce of the before-recited 
tranla^on, he thinks Mr. Peter Amyat (the fcnior 
Servant of the Company then prefenc) was on his 
joining the fleet with his faftory of Luckypore, 
the only perfon invefted with anyjuQ: title or au- 
tlioriry to conduct the affairs and concerns of the 
Company, and to aflbciate with him as many of 
tht^ir fervants next in fianding to him, as he thought 
necefiary, until the arrival of the gentlemen of the 
board of Calcutta, who lay under no cenfure or 
fufpicion from the fervice. 

5thly and laftly. That, to avoid the further 
embroiling his Honourable Employers affairs, by 
raifing feuds and differences, which might enfuc 
by his openly and publii^ly aHcning and claiming 
his undoubted title to the adminifiratioa of them, 

hs 
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hi fubmits fucH hiajuft right to the breafts of tlW 
Agency the:nfclves, and will quietly abide by their 
determination ^ but cannot, by any a£k of bis own^ 
cither wave fuch his juft title, or admit any juft 
authority to be inveftcd in the Agency -, a cha- 
racter atiumed, in his abfence, without right -, and 
permitted by the indulgence only of the retnainder 
of the colony, and now continued, as he conceives^ 
to the prejudice of the rights of himlclf and others. 
He therefore thinks himfcif juftified in rcfufing to 
fign any pajier or confutation whatfoever, which 
he cannot do confidently with himfelf, as he can- 
not confider hinifelf in any other view, or point of 
light, than in that in which the Lft fubfifting go- 
vernment of Fort William placed him i butlhall^ 
notwithitanding, be always ready to devote his 
pcrfon and counfel to the intereft of his Honour- 
able Matters affairs, wherever tlicy call him. To 
ihai puri-ofe ftiall duly attend the councils of the 
Agency, agreeably to the requeft of the Honour- 
abk the late Prcfident made to htm in writing tbs 
I2th inftant. 

Ccpy of the Prffident*s Letter ahovetneatienei ta 
Mr. Holwell. 

ts John Z. Holwell, £/^. 
S I R, 

HAD nor our boat been fo extremely leaky, 1 
purpofed doing myfelf the pleafure of wait- 
ing cjn you this morning. 

We have concluded lo meet on (hore, ori Mcn- 

tlays, Wednetlnys, and Fridays. It will be art 

■ infinite fatisfaftion that yon will be pleafed to join 

us, particularly ro me, who cfteem your advice, 

ami who qm, very truly. 

Your mort obedient humble fcrvant, 

Ji..s. li, i7s(i. '^''""'> ROGER DRAKE, jun. 
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, N. B. ^me few days fubfeqittnt to. the.abov^ 
ir^fa<5tion,the Agency thought ic higjhly elTcncial 
to. cleft aiid conftitute a. Secret Committee ; and 
urging to Mri Holwcll, .that the good of the fervicq 
required his being one of that body -, but that 
fiich elciftipn Was impolfible, unlefs iie receded 
frcnn his rcfolution of not figning ; he therefore 
■Was prevailed upon to recede from that part of his 
minute pnlY, on the aSove coonderation, and to 
evince that no private motive or refentment could 
fway him to any determination detrimental to his 
employers fcrvice. The Committee was accord- 
ingly appointed, coniifting of the Prcfldent, Major 
Kilpatrick, and Mr. Holwell 

Te tht Hamtrahle Roger. Drake, Efq; &?c. ComcHi 
at Fulca. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, PuUa^ Od. 251 1 7.56. 

ON a late pefufal of your Fulta confulcatjons 
of the 14th of July, I find myiclf called 
upon (amqngft others of the furyivtog members of 
die Council c^ War, held iti Calcutta the iSth of 
June lafi) to atteft the a0ernon of Meflrs. Manning- 
l^m and Frankland, touchine their bc>ng ordered 
by that Council of War, " To embark the Euro- 
**, pean women on board the Dodaly and Diligence, 
** with a detachment of 36 men to guardi the (aid 
** Ihipsj wfth direftions to move ,the Dodaly clear 
** of the finaU craft, with which fhe was incum^ 
•' bcrcd, and of the enemy's fire." Moft forry I 
am, gtrntlemen, to find myfclf obliged to fpeak on 
a fiibjedt fo very difagreeable to my memory \ but 
the wh(^ proceedings of that council appearing to 
my conception of fo extraordinary a nature, joined 
to the conflderation of my minute and dif^ot in 
Council of the ad September laft (againit any 
allowance being made the owners pf the Dodaly, 
Z for 
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for her lofs and damages) that ! cannot remain 
filent without iiicurrinc my own ccnfiiw, as well 
as the imputation from you, of much injuftice in 
my minupe above referred to. Thus far I thought" 
it neceffary to apologize for giring you trouble at 
this jjjnfture, and ftjall, with your leave, proceed 
to fpeak with that ftri£t regard which every gentle- 
man owes to tru^h, not only to the particulars I am 
called on by thofe gentlemen to atteft, but to the 
whole proceedings of that Council of the 14th 
July; and confider the defence Mefirs. Manning- 
ham and Frankland there make, for deprWirtg the 
Company's forts, eflt^^ ^nd garrilbn', of the fuc- 
cour of that Ihipi ami' then fubmic the jullice o^ 
my faid minutes and dilTent, to the determination 
of ynurfelves and my Honourable Ktripkiycrs. 

That the European women were ordered to be 
embarked by tjie Council of War of the 18th, U. 
tt-uci but that Mcffh. Manningham and Frank' 
l^nd' fhoxild embark them, was" no psri of tha 
order-, thofe gentlemen tendered themfelves Utr 
that fervice, to which noiie otyefled pubUckly, 
though myfclf, with many others, thought (heir 
ftations, both civlj -irid military, were of foch. 
importance as might well-have -exculed them from- 
tlnit fervice. 

-That ^here was any particular order native to 
the Diligence, I do not remembsr ; and think I can 
truly atteft the corrt'rary ;■ Mrs. Drakct Mrs. Map- 
Itjtoft,' Mrs. Coales and-Mrs. Wcdderbu^n, with 
their .families, being embarked on board that vcflcl, 
was purHy the rcfulc of my own advice to them, 
imagining the Dodaty would be extremely croudod, 
*id ihey Had my order to be received on board, 
thcftiip being under -my direftron, 

" That a daachment of 30 men was ordered for- 
t'w3efcr)ceof thefc Ihips, I do not remcrnber; and 
Ihotitd certainly have iobjeded to any fueh mcafur^ 

bad. 
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haA it heta propofcd whUft I was in the council of^ 
var, as it certainly was both imprudcai: and Kcd-. 
lefs ; Inipnident, as it would have been a con- 
liderable weakening a fatigued garrilbn who had, 
barely a relief frpm duty } and nmUefs, whilll the 
Ibips rcinained under the cover of our fort. 

That thole gentletnen had dlreflions to remove 
the DcK^aly clear of the fipall craft, with which flie 
Was incuqibered, and the enemy's fire, are alTertions 
to me tptally new j and i can truly atteft was no 
part of the order of the council of war, nor know 
I from what quarter fuch direftions went % but if 
She nralty was incumbered with fmall craft, there 
Vould' furely have been more propriety in moving 
them, than her : or on fuppofuion propriety was 
attfnded to, yet furely whatever diredtioos thofo 
geotleraen had, did not, nor could imply, that 
Uiey were to remove her as low as Mr. Margas's 
houle t a flatimi where flic was more expofed to the 
enemy's fire, had they 'taken the advimtagc, dc- , 
privcd of the benefit of our gups and foiall arms, 
and remlercd u&lcls, ff to the defence and fuccour 
of the fettletnent i and contrary to Mr. Manning'^ 
ham's exprefs pronufe to me, that fhe fliould not 
llir from under the cover of the fort. 
• Touching the other pare of the charge laid 
againit tboK gentlemen, by the colony, as a juft 
otgc^ljon.to Mr. Manningham's beii^ feot to the 
prefidpucy of Fort St. George, viz. that of thrir 
refuiing joining the Councils when lent for, I can 
form no judgment, further than I can collcft from 
the defence of thofe gentlemen as entered in the 
confultation of the 14th July, being a ftranger 
to the nature of the orders the Prefident fcni by 
Captain Wcdderburn, and fubfequcntly ..by Mr. 
Holmes, for their return to the fort. — I -was myfcif 
but jqil come in fro^ the center battery* >whcn the 
Council of War in the. evening of i8ih.*iis.called. 
Z z and 
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ahrf hatfiAg bccri ihe preceding night' arid day ex-^ 
haufted with conrinued fatigue, witliout reft or 
ibod, as foon as the Council of v/ar broke up, F 
retired, in hopes of getting a little repofc; not- 
doubting but the rcfolutions of it would have been 
ftriftly obeyed, wltich were, that the European- 
women, the Company's trcafures, and, I think, 
tlleir effential books and papers, (houM be em- 
barked, that night on board the Dodaly -, butwhe- 
rtier this lad was entered on the minutes of char 
Council, I cannot be pofitivCi but perfrflly recol- 
Feft a difcourfe I had with Mr. Manningham on 
the propriety of it, juft as the Council broke up j 
and indeed, I evtr thought, until 1 joined your 
ecuncifs here, that both the treafures and books 
had been embarked. And here I cannot omic re- 
marking, that better no reafon at ail had beeiv 
given, for the negleft of a meafure of fuch im- 
portance to the Company, than that which ftands 
on the conftrltation of the 2qi\\ of Auguft. But 
ic is time I come to confidcr the phras made ufe of 
by Mefirs.' Manningham and Frankland, for their 
not returning to the fort i which' are, '* That a- 
" little after one in the morning, Mr. Lindfay 
*' came on board, and infdrmcd them, he left » 
" general affembly fitting ; that the Capuin of 
'* the artillery reported there was not two dayar' 
*♦ ammunition ; that many of the miiiiary and 
" militia were in liquor, and mutinous ; that it 
*' was tluf Unanimous opinion the fort was- not 
" tenable i that a retreat was pcfolved on ;■ that 
•' Mf. Holweli was ftrenuoui for its b&ing madit 
^ immediately, and oppoied- by Mr. Baillie parti- 
** cularly i that the whole trf the comnvsn people- 
" were in confufion ; and that- nothing was dctcr- 
'• mined on." "Withoutj gentlemen, my entering 
particularly into the merits of chefe pleas, let us* 
ucfn£der me weight Of thofe Gentlemen's ieats in' 
a Council, 
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IGoancil, and their importance as bearing t)ie 
names and authority of Ficld-oiBcers, Riid Colonrls, 
and Lieutenant color.cls of the militia ; and, ! 
think an impartial eye will ar firft fight pronounce, 
that there was not one of the pleas urged by them, 
in defence of their not returning into [he fort, but 
ihould have urged their immediate rejoining our 
Councils, though they had no orders froni the Prci- 
iident for that purpofe, in place of waiting on 
-board fur the detachment, and removing the 
Dodaly a fecond time that night, as low as Govind- 
j)3re ; running that (hip, and the ladies on board, 
into ten times the rifque from the enemy. They 
ought rather to have returned with the (hip, on the 
flood, under our guns, to have favouretl the em- 
barkation of the Company's books and treafurcs, 
j(whicli tbey knew were nt« on board) and the 
retreat of the garrifon. Mr, Lindfay infbrmcii 
them the Council was fitting ; that our councils 
^FC divided j and that when he left the fort, all 
wai in confu(ion and nothing was determined on* 
which was true ■, the Council not breaking up untjl 
near four in the morning, without any thing being 
Fcfolved on, but deferring the retreat, without, ii» 
my judgment, a fingle rcafon being ui^d in de- 
fence m it. The prefent weight and authority of 
thofc Gentlemen, might have made our Councils 
unanimous, or, have given a happy mnjorliy for a 
■general retreat, have prevented the unhappy de-' 
ikftion of the Prefidenr, the officers, and part of 
the garrifon the next mornings and have been the 
-caufc of faving the public and private property 
lodged in the fort, as well as the lives of many 
who fell a miferable facrilice by our letreat being 
cut off I the primary cauJi; of which, I mu(t ftill 
attribute to the~*etreat of that (hip to Mr, Msrr 
galVs houfe and Govindpore on the night of the 
Itlth, without order or the knowlndge of juiy ahc 
* Z 3 IP 
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in the garrifon- Ic was urged, I knovr, and aflert^ 
by Mc Frankland in Council, the «d September, 
wlien I entered my minutes an4 difTent to (he pay- 
tneni of the Dodily's bf; and damages i that diofo 
Gentlemen had orders ^br moving the fliip down. 
jAnd I beg leave to remind you, that I alkcd iju: 
Prcfidenr, touching ihi$ aflcrtion ; who,- in your 
prcfencc, declared he neither gave fuch orders, nor 
Jcnew of any fuch being given. Therefore, on the • 
whole, I hope I Itand vindicated in your judg- 
"ment, for fuch my diffcnt, as it is to me not ^ 
little aftonilhing, now the Gentlemen, compoGng 
that Council ot the.j+th July, couJd unanimoufly, 
on thp defence before them, pronounce it as their 
jopipion^, that thole Gentlemen had cleared thcm- 
lelvcs pf the charge laid againfl: them, in that 
letter Qgncd, as I am informed^ by dv greatpft 
|>art «f the colony. 1 am, with refpcct. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient Upmbje-'fenranti 

The laft letter but one^ though delivered in to 
(he Board in November, 1756, did not receive any 
anfwer until the laft of January, 175?. two days 
before the Syren packet had her difpatches foe 
Europe, fin which floop Mr. Holwpll took his 
paflagc, for the perfcft recovery of his health) 
when the Prcfidenr, and three other gfiatletnen of 
the Council, thought proper to anfwer fome parts 
of it, chiefly relative to chemfelves. As Mr. ir{o\- 
wellhad no opportunity of noticing tbofe prodoo- 
tions abroad, he applied to the Court rf Directors, 
on his arrival here in July, 1757, and was indulged 
with the pcrulal of therii, and threw ,irj;a rqily. 

We have no copy of thofe gcptlemrn's .fcvera| 
anfwers j but as we dwe aver, th^ quotations taket( 
from .them, which Mr. Holwdl .thoitght worthy 
reply, are faithfully tranfcribcd.iifcthis wsxeplica- 

tioI^ 
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t'6n> . we ihall not hcfirate to iafert tt< — Upon 
the face of the whole, you wilJ be fully enabled to 
form, apd pafs an impartial judgment, on the 
charge laid againA this Gentleman, of being par- 
ticularly itiftrumentat in bringing down Sen Kajait 
Dewky 2cc. 

^o the Hetuambk tbeCoutiT 0/ Directors^ 
May it pleafe your Honours, Lend. Aug. 1757. 

HAVING perufed the fcveral Addrcfles oi 
Meflrs. tirake. Watts, Becher, and Collet, 
in anfwer to different parrs of ray Addrcfs to your 
(honourable Court, under dare, Fulta, the .^oth of 
November, 1756, I find myfclf under die neccfliry 
of making a Hiort reply to each, ^ndmofthumbiy 
tfnder'my rhanks for the opportunity jro.u have in- 
dulgently granted. — Mr, &cher, by a penetration 
very commonly affumcd' (as Mr. prakejuftly ob- 
ferves) fubfeqoetu to cvcol^, lets out with jificrting, 
*' That the BrSi admiHlon of Kiflendals and his 
*' wealth was wrong ; that Raagbullob's .family 
*' was out of the government, and of noconfe- 
«' qucncc at the time Mr. Watts wrote the rccom^ 
" mendatory letter concerning him, and that he 
« had been no friend to the Englilli, baton the 
" contrary, had given much trouble to us, and 
»' that there was no probability of the fuccefs of the 
" young Begum." To thefc I beg leave to reply, 
and '&y. That though the admilfion of that. family 
no ways touches me, (it being an ad of Mr. Man* 
ningbam's, the Pro Tempore Governor, even with- 
out n:iy knowledge) yet I do not thinii- it was .wrong, 
as things were ihen circumflanced. The itnpor- 
tailce and cgnfequencc of ?hat family, muft have 

..been bei;er known to Mr. W?tts then to -Mr, 
Beclicr ■, and though the former parts of Mr. 
Watts's letter to the t^reficlent arc difavoped, which 

i , ., " Z 4 ■ m^n^ 
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I think he might, with a better grace, have ap: 
knowlcd^; yet, at the clofe of what he gives 
your Honours, as the purport of them, he fays, 
.that " RaagbuDob had been ufeful to us, and 
)night be more (o-" which fpeaks a flat contra- 
dj^on to the fentiments of Mr. Bccher, touching 
the regard due to that family from us. Whether 
t^re was or was not a probability of the hcgairfs 
fuccefs, was not the matter in ^int, nor is a bit 
cleared up by Mr. Bccher's conjedure ; that fucji 
was our intelligence, as fct forth in my letter, is 
fa£t ', not only the letters which came daily to 
Omychund, but to many of the other merchants 
and reiidenis at Calcutta, thatkept acorrefpondence 
with the Durbar and city, intimated the proba- 
bility of her fuccefs. Thefe were daily brought 
to the Preftdent for his perufal, and many of them 
read in my hearing. Mr. Becher then proceeds to 
lay, 

*• That Naran Sing wasfent to demand KilTen- 
'* dafs and his wealth, which the Englilh uii- 

*' juftly detained from him.-: Cannot ac- 

" count for his coming in difguife ;— believes 

** he did hot, and is ionBrm^ In that belief 

" by Mr. Holwell'a own account of the 

** affair,— who does not intimate this difguife 

" gained credit with' him ; — expreflcs and 

" repeats his aftoniftiment why the a^r 

" of Kifichdafs and the mcflenger was not 

■ •* laid before the Council, and that Mcflrs. 

'* Drake, Manningham, and Holwcll fliould 

'* affumc a power no ways delegated to them, 

** &c." (This laft circutnftance is echoed 

to by Mr. Watts, io his letter before your 

Honours.) 

How Mr. Becher could reprcfcnt that Naran 

Sing was fent to demand Kiflendals and Ms wealth, 

unjuftty detained by the EngliOi, carries not that 

needful 
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fiecdfu! precaution with it, incumbent on every 
gentleman who thinks himfclf obliged to cenfure 
yhe conduft cff another. The derention of any 
matter or thing can never in propriety of fpecch, 
be aficrted or implied before a demand made. — ' 
Kiflendafs had been admitted into the fettlement, as 
fome hundreds of others had been in my lemtm' 
trance, who had connefticns with the government. 
Roy Doolob, Rejah Monickchund, Futtuah Chund^ 
and many others had, time out of mind, houfcs 
eftablifhcd in your fettlement. The arrival of 
Naran Sjng was the firft demand made on account 
of Kiffendafsi therefore our being charged with 
unjuftly detaining him or his wealth, prior to their 
being demanded, whicii the above aflcrtion inti- 
matKl, if it carries any meaning at all, is, I con- 
ceive, both unjuil and improper. T am forry to 
obfervc that gentlemen, in the courfc of their argu* 

"mcnts, make ufe of fuch parts only of my addreb 
to your Honours of the 30th of November, as fcem 
to fupport ihciF own conjcflures ; was it not fo, 
Mr. Becher could never have been at a lofs to ac- 
count for the difguife of Naran Sing, nor would 
have been at all puzzled to find which dijguiSc I 
gave credit to. In my ninth paragraph Mr. Be- 
cher would have found, that an order had been 
publiihec} that none fliould be admitted iiito the 
icttiement without a ftrift examination. This was 
well known at Holigley, the laft place Naran Sing 
left, ftvcral inhabitants of that cJty having been 

■ rcfufcd admittance, and others turned out, who 
were judged to be the fpies cf the government. 

' This was rcafon fufficient to determine Naran Sing's 
ftealing into the place in difguife. In my forty- 
firft paragraph, where I form a judgment of Omy- 
chgnd's conduft, 1 exprefly fay, that his bringing 
Naran Sing down will not admit of dil'putc-, there- 
fOKf though I do not 33 OEpreily Cay j gave credit 
f w 
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to bit comii^ in the dtfguife of a Bengal Pykar, 
yet IE was obvious fuch mufi; have been ttiy belief^ 
by my implied conclufion of Omychund's decck. 
This circumstance of the difgiiile may, at firft 
fight, be deemed a matter not worth givbg your 
Honours trouble ■, but the purpnfe it ii brought to 
iervc urges my fpeaking CO It, becaufc, if this gen- 
tleman can Ilrip us of the difguilc, he thinks he dt- 
yefts us of the reaJbns for our fubfequcnt conduA 
to Naran Sing* which, he then thinks, appear with- 
out foundation. Why the admiOion of Kinendals, 
and expulfion of Naran Sing^ were not laid before 
the Council, Mr. Bccher might have eafily an- 
fwered hittifelf, if lie had been difpofcd to think a 
little deeper on the fub^edt. The admiflion of any 
one into the fcttlement was never, thM I have 
known,' a matter judged necelTary to be laid before 
.the Council } the Prcfident having ever bad a power 
Isdged in him in matters of this kind. The ex- 
pulfion of Naran Sing, confiftcnt with the conduft 
deemed neceflary on the occaGon, would not ad- 
mit of time for the Council's meeting. Naran 
Sing was every moment txpcflcd within the fort. 
Hatl the PreHdent either fecn the melTcngcr, or his 
purwannah, the meafure rrfolvcd on could not 
have been carried properly into execution, Bcfides, 
in my 1 3th paragraph, Mr Bccher might have fren, 
that when I attended the Governor with the account 
of the preceding night's tranfaftions, I found 
'MelTrs. Matmingham and Franktand with him ; 
the meafure refolved on was during Mr. Franks- 
land's ftay, and unanimouQy our opinion, who 
were in faft a majority of the then members of the 
Council — So that I hope, on the whole, your . 
Honours wHl not think this charge of an alTuming' 
power, any ways material aaaiclt us^ or dcfcrvi.-)g 
your cenfure-s not did a Siglc member of the 
Council, wliich .met _jhe famp morning, objed,io 
' *£* "the 
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^ llrp taken t but on the contrary* as Mr. Drake 
xnAj afierts» eyprtfled their approval of it. Tb 
ciak ttif remarks on this pare of Mr. Bechn's let- 
ter, I niQft with Mr. Prake fay, tliat is that gen- 
tleman was r^ent with leave in Calcutta, and ndc 
lexempted, though cxculed, from his attendance on 
Councils, if the admiffion of Ki/Iendafs,- &c. wafi, 
in his opinion, a wrong meafute, and- obVioefly 
injurious to the intereft of his employers, it was 
his duty to have aitmdedi or even demanded a 
icounciL, and«bjeded thereto i in not' doing it, he 
in faft became more defervifig cenfure than out- 
ieivcs, who were of a contrary opinion, aAd cttn 
only be accpfed of an tiTor in judgment.-^Mr. 
Bccher next 
■^ Refers to the Nabob'-s Jetot to Mi*. Pigot, ds 
<> proof that the dften«o5 of the NabobS 
*• lubje&s was the cairie of our misfortunes-, 
" — that means verc aegtedted to mollify the 
M Nabob, why, he kAows not i — is perfurtded 
f* monry would hsvt fatt^ed him }— belibV^ 
** it was never attempted i — that we reftjftd 
f* the mediatiort of Wazeed i — that ijr Vds 
** not the imrntion of the gofernwicnt to di- 
*' veA the Europeuis ef their fcrti^^atidns, 
** he thinkc is proved by the Nabob'd only 
#* ilciecing the French and Duich^ whrit he 
** had it fo evidently in hij power M hatfe 
*f taken their fafterics ;—t that in not doing 
** it^ he did not ad confiftent with Ally Ver- 
f' ,dy Caw|i's -adviie i-^yi, he *as-iWttSWi<d 
■ '* Naran Sing took the oppbrtisnity of the 
" rdcntmenc the Nabob Ihtwed ati tAe re- 
. *' ceippc of the Governtu-'b aflfwtf; to'Wfiit- 
'. ff Itnt-the treatment and infult he had ivcefted 
V .in Cakattx i -^atfd th4t he dot» hot ddmic 
■.. ffrAUy VertlyiCa»ii'8fp«ch tobfcigeweihc." 
--■- : ■■■-■ -■ ■;--4V(«lt 
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Bennit nw, HoDourable Sirs, to, refer in my 
torn to the Nabob's letta to Mr. Drake,' as a more 
Authentic voucher for the caufe of our misfortunes 
than that to Mr. Pigot ; which evidendf appears 
calculated- as an apology for a conduct, he knev 
Was not to be defended, nor by the Engliih to be 
looked over. In his letter to Mr. Drake, he men* 
tkws the article of our fortiBcatioiu only ; the ao- 
fwer to it is i^ireed on all hands to have been the 
principal caule of his refentment and pafiion at 
Rajaniaal : If Nar»n Sing really took this oppoi- 
tanitv» it can only be deemed a fecondaiy caule, 
which might help to koep up the Qrtt imprelTion 
of rc&ntment conceived at the Frefident's reply. 
Mr. Becher aflcrts, be was informed Naran S^ig 
took this opportunity, &c. — May it pleafe your 
Honours,, to hear what Mr. Watts lays on this 
fubje&, in the third paragraph of his letter before 
you, where he firfl; recites, that he had, by proper 
application, hulhed up.the afiatri but that ^^pejii^j 
'* when the Nabob received the Governor's letter, 
*' which To inccnfcd him, Naran Sing m^it take 
" ttl^t opportgnicy." &;c. So that allowing that 
for fadl, which in truth hu no proi^ ac all, ue uc- 
moft that can be made v( it will fall greatly fliort 
of Mr. Becher's fuppofititbus' principal caufe ^ 
our misfortunes : To which, let it be Femembcred, 
that the Nabob, in the letter to Mr. Pigot, referred 
to by Mr. fiechei:, artfully avoids mentioning the 
cauTe,. be had all along aOigned to us, for his le- 
fcntment ; though he had, twenty days prior to 
the d'dpatch of that letter, made it tKe principal 
article of the Machuika eicccuted by Mr. Watts, 
J» wit, the demolidpn of our fortifications. The 
conclufioaa drawn by Mr. Becher, and alfo by Mr. 
Watts, that moti9y:iooly was wanted, and that it 
was never ihe^jfiGertfion of the government to diveft 
the Kurbpeona of their forts, by the Nabob's fieec- 
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mg only the French" and Dutch, are equally falk-* 
cious, and can proceed oflly from wilful or real 
q^orance of the ftate of the country, and the Na- 
bob's frcfli inPcDigence, which called his fpecdy 
return to Muxadarad from Calcutta. The Nabob 
of Purranea's troaps were in motion on the Malda 
Creek, from the mouth- of' which it was eafy, in 
the Suba's abfence, to crofs- over to the iQand of 
Cofliinbuzar ; therefore the Nabob could not, with 
&fety or prudence, engage in any new tfntcrprize 
^ainft the French and Dutch, that would pofljbly 
hazard, bis. quick return. That money would have 
fittisfied' hnn, but that ic never was atmiipted j 
that means were neglcfisd to molKfy him i that 
Wazeed's mediation ^as rejeded ; are all - con- 
jefhires, and' a6attoDs, urged againft known faSts't 
not to treat them more harftily, which they cer- 
tainly deferve. Mr. Bechei^s- fentiments of Ally 
Verdy Cawn's fpccch, in which dfo Meffrs. Watta 
and Collet ccmcur, I will beg toave to fpeak to io. 
my following reply to thofe Gentlcnndn. ^ 

Your Honours witl have the goodne& to fec<^- 
\e£t, that when L addrcfied you, the 30th Noveni- 
ber, I had no confulcations, or other vouchen to: 
refer k> ; fo chat the ucmoft I could do, in the- 
t^tal and dates of fuch p;qiers as were addtelftd 
to the Board, during the troubles, was to confidr 
the memory W Mr. Secretary Cooke, as well as 
my own, which 1 did. If I erred in the purport 
of the letter from Mr. Collet, advifmg of the lols 
of Cofiimbuzar, it appears however it was nbt in 
any very eifentialcircumftancei whether Mr. "Watts 
slone figned the Machulka, or MeflVs. CoUet and 
Batlbn with hlmr is not very material. Mr. Collet 
denica his having wrote chat be was deKverittg up 
the &£tory i but admits that he gave an ordtr to 
the officer to deliver the cannon and ammunitit>n to 
Roy DuUob ■, which I believe- will be deenlVd as 

like 
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like, a deltverj of the factory' ai pombk This 
Oeotlnnvii ^ in hts ad paragraph, fayo, *' Mr^ 
Holwell inU(ts much that they ought ta have made 
fbme defence ;" To which I rcplyk I have noc 
in£(ted ac alt on it, uor once ufcd the wbrd Oug^Cy 
on this oqcaflonf and refer your Hotiours to my 
\cct^r. Further fcparate of diftind reply this Gen- 
tleman's anfwcr doo not call for. 

MdSb. Wacts and Calhrt tharge me with \sh* 

bouriog to arraign [heir conduct ; I am sot confcioua 

I defcrve it, and theicfbredifavo# the charge. . la 

mykcterof tl»e 30th November, I barely fetfoni* 

the advantages which would picbaUy hare icfulted 

from fhe ftnallcft defence of Coflinrfjuzar j I have 

not. even faid, th^y c«kU or wg-^ to have defended 

it i but on thfc cofluary hoped, and that rincsrely 

too, they, had re^foos fu&wnt to vindicate their 

it(}t defendtngittthcfercafons they had traiifmitoed 

tfl.yQur Honours.-r-J conceived it aUb their doty 

tft hxycJaid theofi befoMi the Board on joining our 

■Councils at Fulta ; this <oAdu£t would' pomb^ 

btV( prevented much ahercaiion and weiting, and 

at tbeTamc time tvyo denanftUtcd cfaey .had mad^ 

itf) rfprdbocation ts ysur.Houraira, in which they' 

*«wed. a, detc^Wi.t-*Mr. W»us-(cq whofc anfwer 

V^meitf>w more panicijUrly) u pbeafbd to fayj: 

^ed;paragMpti-,' ■ 

."■.ThaX' ho nevkr heard of Raagbullob brin^ 

■ - » -itnpf ifened^ tiD after the old Kabobfs deacb } 

. ] ^^..wpnders vher^ Mr. Holwcll picked up hts' 

, , '.*'. intelligence, &c.-f—— denies thr purport of 

} . ** ^ letirrs rccoimnendiag the iccqxioD of- 

' V Rai^bullobTs family, as fet forth by nw 

.. *^ in my feventh paragraph jT-givcs » l^citat 

. ** .v£ the faid letters, leaving but ithofe parts 

, .** he imagines, might throw any blame upon* 

^ ; :: *f himfelf I— r-admits the purport of the let- 

~. ** ter he wrote the Faeridsnt, as quoud bf 

" mc 
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■ f( tiia b my eigbth paragraph i — ftevfr 

,** heard the Begucn would get the better ;— 
'•.wonders again where Mr. Holwell'^ot his- 
"r ioseU^ence ; — admits Mr. Holwell's fifth 
.** paragraph ; — never imagined a loofc aban- 
•* ckmed woman could ftand in competition 

** with Surajud Dowla, &c." 

Tqudung the imprtfonment of Raagbullob, I 
will not at this dlftance contend with Mr. Watts j 
that he iras fame dme under the reftraint c^ a ftrong 
guard, after the dec^ of his mafter, is fa^ ; — 
that, he did mM difcover his wealth to the old Na- 
bob, unless in feme trifks> plainly appears from 
hence, that the Nabob did not get at the know- 
ledge of his uncle's capital wedth, until after his 
rttum to tlu city from Calcutta. — Mr. Watts's ad- 
Toitting aiy iifih paragraph is the ftrongeft proof - 
a»ainft bim&lf I can poUlbly produce -, ^r in that 
very paragraph, the refoluiion KaagbuUob had 
(hewn for the intereftof the family, is urged by me 
as a reafoo for his ncytfr being forgiven by Surajud 
Dawk .:-r And lovverdomt, *' Thar, in rcfcntment 
M for theufagB he had.XiiyvAly recQived for his 
*• in^irity,'* he joined the young Begum's coun- 
cils. ' TtK'sforc. on wh>t. foued^tibn Mr. Watts 
. attempts here to invalida;o my intelligence, and at 
the fame ttnie accedes to my fifth paragraph, vhich- 
dsmonftrably ^pports ithat intelligence, is fome- 
thing unaccountabhr-T^Tooching my mifrccital of 
his letters in favour of the reception of Raagbul- 
lob'fi iamiTy, I will only iky, that no felf-confide- 
ratienjcould poflibly fway me-to deviate&om troth. 
I never condemned, nor do. now, the recommen- . 
-dation tranftnitted ia their favour, by Mr. Watts ; 
1 thought, as things were circamftanced, he was 
vlndicoicd in urging thor rccqmon, and have 
ttiereferefaid* be might, with better grace, have 
Qwoed.tus inftanccs in their favour were in ifarotigcr 
terms. 
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ttfitis. — " H^ only view was tojufitfy tBe Centltmaii 
•' wbo received them, being tirffe^ noweyj concerned 
" in that tranfaSHon.** — -"However I will for once 
foppofe, his letters were as he recites them, which 
he clofes by faying, — " Raagbullob had. been of 
** ufr, and might be more fo." Thefe expreffions 
arc fufficienr, in my opinion, to juftify Mr. Msn- 
nlngham's receiving his family. — But wholly to 
refute Mr. Watts's reprefenutions on thefe heads, I ■ 
muft obferve, that he admits ** He did write the 
*'■ Governor to turn them out, (as I have (et fordt 
»* in my eighth paragraph) the moment he fuf. 
** pefted any ill confequences might attend tbeiF 
" longer refidcncein Calcntta." — Now permit mc# 
Honourable Sirs, to enquire, what could be the 
motives which ui^d Mr. Walts to the contrary 
Di^afmes, of firft recommending their reception,- 
and afterwards their expulfion ? — Mr- Watts ac- 
knovvtedges, " RaagbuUob had beep ufeful, and 
•* mlglit be more fo." — That he could be mor^ 
ulcfu), was not in nature, liut in confequence of 
hb miftrefs, the young Begum's fucoc& s if there 
was no probatulity of her fucee&, Mr. Watt^ 
becomes unpardonable in recommendiog, in any- 
fliape, the family, or any part of the family, n> bo 
rtceivnl in the fettlcmen^ as he knew Ra^buHob 
would be highly obnoxious to the fucceedtnggo-^ 
vernmient of Surajud Dowia. — Thus it will be 
manifeft to your Honours, that this Gentleman's 
injudicious attempt to cenfure my intelligence, has 
thrown his own condu£t into a difficulty, which 
might otherwife have efcaped notice ; but tbt»' 
Inftance will not appear fingle. 

That Mr. Watts never *' heard the taking of 
** Gyria and naval ftreogth of the En^itfti were 
** the occafiui of much fpcculadon at the Durbar/* 
I am inclined to believe, or he certainly would 
hsve taken fome pains to ha^ fet both in a proper 



n,,ir„-r^ii,GtH)'^lc 



t 553 1 
tight, and' prcraited thdr niCiag any jealouHes tn 
the government, which were augmented ify tbp 
report of the war between lu and the French, ex- 
tending to Bengal. His never hearing likewif^ 
that the report of the fifteen fhips of war and > 
(troog land force gained belief at the Durbar, f. . 
as readiJy believe ■, but caa by no meuis admit, 
tliac Mr. Watts's tgjnoraiice of thefe particulars 
flmouBC TO proof they were not fo. la my tenth 
.paragraph,. I fct forth the purport of a letter Mr. 
WaSM wrote the Prefidcnt (omt time before the 

death of the old Nabcfe. This letter Mr. Wata 

has not -difowned, or ^nted the truth of the coiv- 
cents, as I haveircqited them.- ■' ' ■ In it he.4nfomu 
-the Prelldent, *■ That there were a multitude t^ 
** the government's fpics in Calcutta i that the 
■' fmallftitnAdi of its gar^ifba and forti&cations, 
". and the ea^ captive of it, were the pubUc diC- 

*' courfe of the Dprbar and City,, &c." Dif- 

courfcs vi thh Jcind ought to have alarmed -Mr. 
'Wooa.i t|i^ were prior to any complaipt of the 
•dcKiftiod <rf fiibJB^, iSpc.-r-His advics tp the Pre- 
'SiAenJk to be upwi hi^ .guard, wa$ doubtlcls well 
judged 1 but oiigbt he-to t^ve jefted here ? Surely 
no ! It muft have occurred to Mr, Watts, that 
there werq extrtordinaty caules fqr difcour&ff of 
this ui^recedenB:d natitre, which he flipuld have 
.trocod to their fource, and guarded £|g^(l them, 
by an-ea^ refutation of .our enemies mifreprefen- 
tationi Had this been.done, he would havc'Ibund, 
that a belief of the abovc-rccitcd reports -could 
alone be the cau& of the difosuries l)e ixanfmitted 
to the Prcfident, and of which i^e coafefies lii^ 
iniire iraiorance. — The charadcr he is ,.pkaled to 
draw of Angrta, and his .(^onflupqps-fi'pm.K, ap' 
.pear to lae lb -extremely and, obvioufly we^ and 
unjuA, as to require no reply ( and thedelbicabl* 
light be r^preleots the .Durbar in, ibews.V b^* 
A a little, 
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little red knowledge of a people he has fi> lon;^ 
refided with. 

The reports above-mentioned, and the public 

■difcotirfes of the Durbar and City which followed, 

on their ganing belief, without any attempts made 

to confute them, have fo dole a connection wkh tlie 

old Suba*s laft Council to Surajud Dowla, as recited 

in my zSth paragraf^, that I cannot, in a more 

proper plaa, reply to the reception it has met 

with from Meffrs. Becher, Watts, and Collet, 

whole fentiments have a mixture of the folemn and 

fprightly, not becoming the fubjedt they were 

treating of, nor the civility or decency due to every 

gentleman engaged in any point of controverfy, as 

the fum-tetal of all their opinions does in faA charge 

me with impofing a forgery on yoor Honours, that 

had no foundation but my own invention. This 

will beft appear from the gentlemens own wotds. 

Mr. Becher is pkafed to fay, 

« He does not admit of Ally Verdy Cawn's 

" fpeech to be genuine i that Mr. Holwell, 

** in his diftrelied fituation, was unable to 

** unravel the myfteiies of the cabinet^ and 

** explore a fccret never yet known to any 

•* one blK himfetf.'* 

Mr. Collet is pleafed to call Ally Verdy Cawn*5 

fpeech a fpecious- fablt : And' Mr. Watts fays, 

*' The hft dying fp*ech of Mahabut Jung, 

*' neither I, nor I believe any of the faftory 

•' ever heard of ; — nor fmce from any- of the 

" country-people ; — it fcems an imitation of 

** Lewis the XIV. to his grandfon, and ap- 

« pears, as Mr. Collet aptly terms it, a 

■ ** fpecious fable." 

That Mr. Becher Ihould not believe the fpeech 
genuine, I do not much wonder at,— as he fecms 
fully refolvcd that nothing ffiall drive him trom his 
adopted -principal -caufc of our tnisfortunesf the 
• ■■ ■ detention 
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detentiofi of the Kiibob'a fubjeAs ;— in confiiCatioQ. 
of which I have laid fufficicnc } but the reasons this 
gentleman gives for his believing the fpeech not 
genuine, had been better omitted, for his own 
lake. — The ipeech might probably enough have 
been a fecret, whilfl it was neceHary it fhould be 
fo ; buit when I obtained it, that necelfity had long 
vanilhed, and . Mr. Becher might have- obfcrved, I 
fay, t had it from good authority, after my releafe- 
ment, which was more than diree months after the 

Seriod ic was uttered, and was no longer to be 
eemed a myfter]' of the cabinet, but might be 
judicioufly eilough divulged and circulated, as an^ 
apolc^ for, and in fupport of Surajud Dowla's 
proceedings agunlt the Et^lilh, &c. Mr. He- 
Cher's opinion, " that I was unable to export a 
'' fecret, never yet known to any ont but myfelf,**: 
I would explain and reply to, could Ipoi&blyunder- 
lland him. Shall only add, for your Honours 
&tiafa£tion, and in vintucation of my own veracity, 
that 1 was releafed the i6ch of July, and continued 
at the Tanklall, and the Dutch and French facto- 
ries, until the 19th at night; during which period- 
I had frequent conferences with the principal Arme- 
nians, and fome the immediate fervants of the late 
and prefent Suba, from whence I had the fpeech 
literally as t havegiven it : and notwithflandingthe 
ingenious ridicule it meets with from Meflieurs 
Watts and Collet, to cover thdr dcGciency in mat- 
ters which ought to have been known to them, I 
will not defpair of giving your Honours yet more 
convincing proofs of its being genuine ^ and that 
^here paflcd fomc other tranfa^ons, at the Durbar, 
to which th^ appear utter Grangers, or if known, 
unhappily for your fervicrand us, were naattended 
to. 

Subfequent to the delivery of my Letter of the 

joth of Novemtxxy I received a;i intimation of a 

A a % coa- 
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cfertwrTanon which ' had paflM . brtvteen tlie cA^ 
Suba. Sorajud l!Wvia, and Mr. Wilfiatn Forth, 
your Surgeon at Coflihi&Uzar: this converfation 
appearing to me tbt ^ortgeft corrobdraring proof 
ofmy ifflcrtiohs,.on iSda real caufc of onr misfbr- 
liines,-^! rcqiieftcd Mr. Forth would give it mc, 
inwrttSng, wnich he. obligingly did, fromChinfura, 
irtidtrdate the tjth of DccembCT 1756,— but it 
reached' i^ hot until after my letter was delitered 
into council l I have h«l the" honour of fliowing it 
to ydar chaii'm^n^ and now beg leave to tranfcnbe 
it here, the. original being teady fol* your pcrufal. 
-i-lt is as follows.-^- 

S i R, 

« Aboilt fifteen days before the old Nabob died, 
« I being obliged to attend every morning to fee: 
*• him. Bis fbn cdme in, and with a face full of 
*• refentmem and anger, addftfTed himfclf to the 
" old man thus :;-^Father, f ain Well informed the 
** Ei^lifh ait paa^ to _^(t the Segum. — The old 
" man afked me drrealy if this *as true ? I 
" anfwered. That this muft be d riaEdous report, 
* oS fomc who were iWt our firiehds, and done on 
" purpoft tp prejudice the Company ; that the 
•• Companywcte merchants, and mi foldiers j and 
'• that in all the trouWts that had happened in the 
•* coirtitry, flnce *c had a fettlemcnt 10 it, if he 
*f pfcafed to eni^rt, he wbufd find, we had not 
•♦ joined kny' party. Or tnbrfired iti ar^ thing but 
« Ofur trade ; and that the Compaiiy had bren irigh 
•• a hundred yeafs in this country, in which time 
■* 'tficy never orrcir had a drfpute with the Govem-« 
« nient on that head;-!— How mahy ft^dier*, fay» 
*- he," have you in'yOtir ftttt Or faftory (Coflimbu- 
".zar)? Anfwcr, .The ufual number, about forty-, 
•« gemlemen ihcfu^d"i^Hate yoh never more i 
.^^nfWcr, No.— ■dnly when the Moritters were 
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•*• in the <^v»^ ; bye 3$ fooo »s they wcfr g^ne, 
** the foidlers >?« returned to Calcutta.—- 7D0 
f* VQU know, sliced he, if tljc Dutch and Frend} 
*' n4VC' finy C9nie «p i — Apfwer* I cannot iclj.-^— 
** Whcr? arc VQwr (hips 0/ 'w»r ? Anfwer, At 

*• Bombay, — will they come here ?-; Not that 

*• J Jknov pf, there is fio'occafion for'them. — Had 
'* you not fome here three months ago ? Anfwerp 
*f y«s.— TherccomesoDcertyroyearly, for to carry 
f^. prbvifiojis for the reft pf ijie Ihips. — What is ll^ 
*' rcafon yo<j hav« ihefe ^jip« of war jn theft parts, 
.*' of lale ? Anfwcr, To prpfefl the Cprppgny'j 
f' trade, and for fear of « war v*'jth France.— -^ 
>• Ts fhere , war now between you And th? Fr'^P'^h ? 
f* Arifwer, No, not at prcfent, but we arc afraid 
^* it ffill be foon.— — — H.C then furned about 19 
f* his grand-Ion. and i^ld him, hedid'noc believe 
** a vord of th? report he had ly^rd ; upon which 
?• Surajud Dowla, anfv?ered^ He could prove ir. 
(* The old man defired I would fcnd our vaqueel tp 
" him direftly, which having accordingly dfonej 
f* when he returifed, I afked the v^quecl whaj the 
** old man f^id po him, which was alni^oft word for 
f word that paflcd with n>e. Surajud QowU 
^' ordered the vaqueel to ^ttend his Purbar daily^ 
*• which was accordingly dqnp, agreeably »j his 
** orders, I am, S^', &c. 

WILLIAM FORTH/. 

. Though the froort ^hkh inffodutjed this coa- 
yerfation was mofl untrue, yec Fhe interrogajtorict 
which followed plainly p<^nt out the fentiments of 
the Dt^rbar ^ and this,' joined to tbp other publif: 
QiCcourfcs c^ the Durbar and City, touching the 
4>'fencelcfs ftate and cafy capture of Calcujtta, a^ 
f ranfmitted by Mr. Watts, aboyi this ppie, to ihf 
prefident. are I nsyft <Lgain rt^car, ma^ifeft proofs, 
[^atjcalouGes ip ^bp govfrpfloci^r were the fir;tt ani 
A a 3 ' ' principid 
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principal caufes which ui^ed the Suba*s determi; 
nation to dtveft ifs of our. fortification : and though 
they may be Md not tb amoqnt to an abfolute pn»f 
of the gcnuinenefs of the old Suba's ipcech to his 
grapdfon, yet they are ftroncly prefumptivc.— But 
to return to Mr. Watts, whole infihuations an^ 
hearfays, from his eighth paragraph, requlic but 
Ihort notice. ; 

Th'p gentlernaii is pleaftd to fay, we had ten 
times the number ot men and (lores they had j to 
which I fay, that the difference of our fortifications,' 
and the force brought againft us and them conli- 
idcred, we had hot even an c^uality.-^In their 
ktter'to us of the firft of J line, they advife of 
,12,000 troops only brought againft them, whictij 
Mr. Watts now fwells to 30,000. Mr. Watts alk$ 
me why I did not continue to defend the faflory,* 
When at the time I delivered up the faftory, I hac^ 
five times the number of men they had a.\ ColTun- 
buzar ? Had not Mr. Watts been guided more by 
malice than truth, in this anjl his' fubfequent inter- 
rogatories, he would, from the letter he is anfwer- 
jng, have found the number left in the fa^ry did 
not exceed 1701 that of thcfe we had 25 ijX^ 
and 70 wounded by noon, the aoth, and that 
every man who furvived, was exhaufted of ftrengrh 
and visour. In thelf clrcumftances, ' I believe I 
fhould DC juftiiied to my honourable emp^ycrs, if 
I had really delivered up the factory, which Mr* 
"Watts aficrts I did, from the account drawn up by 
■Mr. Gray, who, I believe, wrote ftoni the beft 01 
his knowledge, though his narrative is In many 
parts very'detcdlive.— Mr. Watts avers, he never 
heard a fyllable 'of the Back Gate bejng betrayedi 
iintil I returned.-;— If he had been Mcitoiis' to 
come at tht tt'uth, how came he not to apply to 
Weflh. WalcQt and Dickfon ; they were "both at 
Chandanag6re,'and are both mentioned by me ui 
- ■■• ' my 
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my narrative. Mr. Gray mentions in bis accounr,' 
tiiat "fome rufhed out at the gate towards the 
•* river i" it might have occurred to Mr, Watts, if 
truth had been bis aim, to afk Mr. Gray how they 
could ruOi out, the keys being in my pofleflion, 
and that gate not only locked, but barred and bolt- 
ed ? But thde enquiries would oot have fquared 
^inth Mr. Watts's purpode of detraction.— —His 
intelligence, picked up (to borrow his -awn phrafe,) 
from corporal Angell, is equally authonck ; /or I 
Solemnly 4ver, iiich an incident .never happened as 
the match, Sec. though molt certainly I ihould 
have fo a^ed, Jiad any rafiioels of that kind beea 
attempted, which could have anfwered no good 
purpofe before the order -was ilTued for a genera^ 
dilcharge, which was then my ot^efl, if the Back 
Gate had not been forced. , 

Touching Mr. Drake's anfwcr, I find but few 
particulars that are not fully difcufled, in my Jelier 
of the 30th of NovembCT. — His ms/ertnges art 
fttfficienily heavy not to bear avy addiiitn to the 
had \ and I cotUd mjh bt had not obliged me la fpeak 
at all. —He remarks, my accufations are con- 
fined to my luperiors^ and not jgaiors; intimates, 
my Ibpbiftry only tends 10 fupplant my ieniors.^-^ 
I could appeal to fome of your honourable Court, 
that this is not my talent, and that I am capable 
of doing juflice to the merit of my feoiors, tboiuh 
my declared enemies.— —--Mr. Drake taking advan- 
tage of the loft confultations, aflerts, the Icuer to 
the Nabob was anfwered in confultation ; in this 
afTcrtion he Ihould have taken care that no circum- 
llancc ihould impeach his veracity, as elfefttiaily 
as if the confultations could appear againft him.— 
He knows in his heart, that it never appeared in 
confultaoon, until after the receipt of the Chief 
and Council of CofTimbuzar's letter,. advifing of 
(iie Nabob's being incenfed at the purport of it, 
^ A a 4 _ whcD 
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vhen it was judged tKcei&rytodir|>atchunniediatelf 
a. copy of it to thofe gemlemen : had be not beei^ 
cx)nicious of this, would hjC have ncglefted fo fa- 
vourable an opportunity, when he h^ it in his 
power of confulting me, and thereby of yi^yf 
rendering ewery part of my narrative fiiTpe^ed ?— 
] Was politive and clear in my averment and reafon- 
ing thereon, that the anfwcr was an aat of his 
own ; and there were of thole members futviviog, 
MefTrs. Fearlces, Frankiand, Mackct, and Mr. 
Secretary Co(^e, to have confuted tne ; but ii^ 
place of this, Mr. Drake prefers the meafuTC of 
ihrowuig this allegation into his letter, at a time be 
was fure I fliould never fee it abroad, and imagin- 
ing pofllbly that might be the cafe here. 

I did noc, 'tis true, mention the 70 men in Gck 
Quarters, becaufe, on enquiry, I could not find 
tnere was one. The attempt to poflels Taaaas*5, 
Was made fome day after my motion in the Council 
of War was over-ruled. Mr. Drake aflerts, all 
methods were ufed to fend fuccours to the Fori y 
(wt intimates that Captain Nichoifon was the only 
one would undertake it. Him we never -fav noc 
heard of. On my joining the fleet at Fulca, I did 
hear be was Cent into Govindpo'rc Creek, tq burn 
and deltroy the great boaa there, that tliey might 
hot be employed by the enemy, in the attack or 
pttrfuit of the ftiipt. 1 . 

I am, tnoft relpe£tAiUy, &cc. 



Havit>g, we think, fufficienUy vindicated this, 
gentleman's charadcr &6m the a^rfions in this 
anonymous Pamphlet, wc proceed to exculpate 
him from rcBcdlions noj^fs infamQUs, fcandalous, 
and (^onfcquently) unjuft. 

Your 
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. Youtf-ourt of Dircftors, in :7$8, that.U,. tha 
Bombay faftioti, which tdrnpofed the majority w 
that Court, being deiermincd to prevent Mr.Hol- 
sreirs fuccee^ng to the Chair of Bengal, fuperieded 
)iim the very next fliip, qfter his dcp^une oft ^ 
'barren, in favour of & gentleman who hat} 40^ 
Ijeen on the civil liiit of your fervants^ and fooa 
after in favour of 2, young gentleman, Mr, £ll|s« 
whole rank in your lervice, before the c^pnim 
pf Fort Willispi, entitled him ojiiy to iV l^ibordH 
pate pD^ of fecond fiBftanp to this gcnt|eai^ m 
the Zetpindary ji an^ ^^^^Jy djfniifred hiip f^ota, 
your fcrvicc, for figning tne general letcer, par 
pardwifik and Calcutta. The i^7th paragraph 
of this letter Jfa; been often cxhi^itet^ tp ypM j wv 
are not allj^nicd to avow it wa^ ^r^vp up by Mr. 
^iolwell^ wijo, jji his letters to us, (declared, ha 
glon(;d mpre in this honeft prodvftioi) of his peo, 
plan ever Cicero did in his iuqII fkmed orations. 

After the very high cncomiuqis be^wed upca 
this gentleman's zeal, integrity, and capadiy, dur> 
fxig the ^ce of iive years, a treatment fo oppofits 
jU we have now let forth, called for ibme excufit 
aad palliation. TbcTe were not long wanting. To 
countenance and give the colour of julUce to the 
pioUt cruel and ungrateful return for nis many and 
eminent lerviccs, Several charges were railed a|;ainft 
him by dK a^ority of the then Court of Dire^on. 
Thofe charges, and Mr. HolwelJ's reply to them, 
fire lay before you, in two letters add/efTed torhft 
^oard of Calcutta, and leave you the judges bo> 
f iveen ihem and him. 
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fo tht Honourable Robert CUve, £/j. Prejident aai 
Coverwr, i^c. Council ef Fort William. 

Pert miHamy 
Hpnourabic Siri .and Sirs, ■ Decern. 1759. 

THEigid paragraph of the Supplement to 
the Honourable the Conn of Direftor*s Let- 
ter of the 23d of March, 17591 read ibr the Rr& 
time the 2d inftant, is of fo extraordinary 9 n^Qire. 
that it c?nnot too eirly be fpokcn to by thofe^whor 
ire, or who may bc^ fuppofed to be pointed at ;— 
for neceflary rcafonr, I beg leave to iofcrt the whole 
paragraph. 

*' We are informed from good authority, that 
•* two of our fervants, of confiderable rank, aftu- 
" ally received from Kiffcndafs upwards of fifty 
*• thoufand rupees, for our protcfling this perfon 
f*' ^infl: Syrffiah Dowh ; if this iniquitous tranf- 
*' aftion Ihould be proved, what an account hsn 
" thefc men to render here and hereafter ? For, 
** according to human conjei^re, it was the feuQ' 
** dation of your late bloody calamities. Ths 
■ ** juftice you bw? to tMc murdered innocents, to 
" ywir emplwers, and fo your own charafters, 
** will not Hmer as even to furmife that you will 
•• fcrecn fiich villainy; you will thereft)re exa- 
** mme ftn£Uy, ^d ~imrn<^itatc4y into the truth 
<*-of this report J give the enquiry preference to 
** every other concern, and ufe every juftifiable 
** method with Europeans and natives to come at 
** the knowledge offsets % and fliould any be ibund 
*^ guilty, difmJUon from our fervice aiuft not only 
** inftantly follow, but a profecution on our behau 
** for damages fuftained muft be commenced againft 
' ** him or them ip the Mayor's Court ; and what- 
'' ever precautiops can be uicd for the fccunty of 
*' our demand, we expc^, upon this pccaliop, will 
** be put in force." ' 
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■The refl^tudc of my own heart, joined to tlyi 
affords ."of confidcrable rank,''' had nearly con- 
yinced me ;io part of this heavy charge of iniquity 
and villainy could pofTibly be aimed at me •, but 
^hcn I found myfelf unniftly fuperfedcd in the very 
next paragraph,' ^thqot arty caufe given by me. 
pr affigned by the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors,' Icqula no longer reniain in doubt chat the 
Bicafure of my perfccution was not yet full. . And 
■ as I find myfelf doomed fooncr or laiEer a feciiBcc 
to private pique anc} party on one pretence or an- 
other, forgive me, gentlemen, if, fconfcious erf" my 
own innocence, I am bold in my defence ^ I doubc 
not but each of you wiH m^e my ciTc your amu 
Yqu have been all witnefles, of my unihaken zcat 
for the Company's intercft and srelfere, afid are 
likewife witnefics of the returns I have met with j 
.— rcfums that muft alarm each of you who am 
liable, as well as myfelf, to have your honwr and 
character ftjgmatized, by covert ittfinuations — coo- 
vieyed into the ready and open cars of credulity, by 
the tongues of malice and flander. Happy ife 
thofc few remaining gendcmen who .were of Coun^ 
cil at the period alluded to in the forgoing para- 
graph, in oeing able to defpire the infonnatlon, and 
retire from a lervice of fuch precarious tenure, and 
fubjeft to fuch cruel afperfions : foch Hiould be my- 
condufb alfo, was it equally in tny power *, but 
fmce that is not the cafe, and my rank in the fer- 
vice will probably in a (hort time become really 
fronfide'rablc, I hold myfelf bound to givcyeu, Gen- 
tlemcri, every fatisJadion in the premifes, and M 
convince yoii by every means in niy jwwcr, thatif' 
I am 'one of the two glanced at in'the faid ijad 
paragraph, luch infornrlation, with refpeft to my- 
lelf, is ^rotindlels, falfe, and wicked. In the ma& . 
fiiperiatiW degree j and I 'will juftly borrow from 
(he laid paragraph, aqd f«y, whiat an accoiuit have 
thole 
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|hp(e rnen (the inform^) to render here and here- 
af]%r, who co^ld from no foundtdoi) but that of 
ipfan^bus tjurmife,' or lyjfjg rpjy^t, attempc to blali 
^ fgrfljQ aad^integfitjt of Wtj^s ?-T.Whh regard tq 
1^ I^fNiW^»We thp Cofift of Direaori h rcadiljr 
giyVig-f:rf)^U; ^^ f^D^ipii to thji|t infbrn^aciao^ apd 
dlKif tafLit.GOP^enipatJQRHnhwd,'(obf/j(ius from 
^ir.isjdpaflgn^ph] ff^y-dfOty iT4 lejpca ; witli- 
l^rids niy pei, and tells Ipe it is time I %oi4d pro> 
ts-p^ , %Q: cofiivler thp ci)^ge u{clf, ;wic{^ tl^ fi|^. 
dpni which weiy opp pww |o thp juftificjition of hi^ 
WED chvaftpr, (hopgh I a^ ipnQb^e this freeitptq 
(to whi(h the Hoi)ourab}e tl>c Coprt of Dir;c^rs 
we.fwb.ftr^nipc?) wiU pffifemy difraiflioii from 
Ha ftiricSf 

: Tou.ar* told, 6e9tIeiifeB, b/ the Honour^ils 
ijhtt Covrt ofX)ir^£^^^ c^^ tfiey are informed fron^ 
gOiOd wShpmy,. ** that twft of their fervants," &c, 
t» r^lir to y/ikKht permis mp to fay, if ^eir autho- 
rity has been good, cQtnfnon juftice to thpr {er- 
Tancs Ibould have gr^d t/ietp to tranlmit the na- 
tUEC <^ th^t authority to yot}, as ^ell ^ opeifjy Rt 
Iiave pained tjbe two fervants ;iimed at I)ere. xou 
wottid have th«p had a ffiundation to proceed op, 
KidioiH being reduced to the seceOity, as younow 
vn^ of going it huiKii^ both for , the accuio-s and 
accufed ; a caOc tbat Gxciy nevpr w^ unppled oi^ 
any body of gpntlctpen wh^tibcver. 

Tou ve fiibfeqMently tpldi ^^m fhc pnxe^ion 
g^ven, to ijw perfon of Kin^d$fs» was, from dl 
^man coojcftHrc i the .f9oo|i??tj,o(i of your laie 
Moody calsmibcf-, if i^ Hqnpur^le the Cqurtof 
li^cedors were r;eaJly feofiblev t)vs w^ rhe fouoda- 
tion, peripit n)e tnpt huipbly to cxpqf):ulatp with 
them, iw^ their refcQto^eat.dQcs ^ot openjy £all 
on tbofc two peifons, v/bfa^eip inoip iffiffip^fkt^Y 
. concerned .in granting fi?^ proteilion, t^^loi* 
thc:-t^.CJv4t' of Co,l£^b^3r, \y$9 fo,&ipng}y 
,../; ■ ' urged 
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urged the hCcefTity of doing it, and the tfen Gch. 
vernor, wh6 woutd not "withdi'Sw that prOtt^itai 
when it became equally necefTary ? Hi^t,^ Gentle- 
men, had the Honoarablc the Court of ElHtflori 
thought proper to give a preference to fafts, j(t 
place of all homan conjefture, (which Is fo often 
fubordinate to all human malice ahd plrtialitf) 
they would be convinced the proteftion granted m 
Kiirefldafs was A6t in any the fcaft d^hie the foui^- 
dati6fl of your bloody calanriitics: fo that; conW 
that iniquitous circun^ancc of rcteivihg thi 50,000 
Rupees, be proved againft one Dt two bf their fir- 
vants, their enjoined prolecutions for dam^;e8 muft 
fait to the ground. The ftds above dludcd to, 
iVhich ihould in juftice and propnety have had the 
preference t6 humah conjecture, are before the 
Honourable the Court of Dirtfton, both in ihy 
addrefs to them of November 1756 from Fulta^ 
and in that of Auguit 1757 at London, whiirli 
puts it out of fhtir power to fay they were ftran- 
gers to therh. The tfiotives which have urged tht 
fiippreffion of thefe, knd many other faifls vtrf 
material for the knowledge of the world, are bcft 
known £0 the wifdoth of the Honourable the Coutt 
of Dircftors ; alld it is my duty to fuppoft thofi 
motives are juft, or at Icaft proper to further tMa*- 
particular purpofes,- fthrch doxifotleTs nhimstdf 
tend tp the promoting the welfare of the. Company 
conimitted to their charge. Thus, for inftance, I 
believe many cin iferiiembcr, amongft the multii 
tude of infamous reports fpread at Fulra, one wtt^ 
that three GeQtlertieh in the fervice had recdved 
from Kifftndafs 50,000 Rupees each, and I havt 
no doubt but this afTertion was impudently witotfe 
home from various hands : yet now foa obftrV^ 
Gentlemen, it is for the good of the fcrvice, ^a£ 
the Charge Ihould only be aimed at two. Publk 
bodies do iiot dcetn tbemfelves accountable For tlK 
■ juftice 
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juftke and equity of their conduct CO individual* 
under their command ; and individuals, h'owlbever 
injured or opprellcd, will be thought audaddus if 
they complain ; but as tame fubminion and filence 
in this cale would juftly be conftrued into guilt* 
and wear more the complexion of a ftate of ablolute 
flavery than a voluntary fervitude, I would h'erti 
afiert my own integrity and injuries without relerve, 
were certMn poverty and want to be the confe- 
quence. The Court of Directors may, if they 
pleafci take the Company's bread from me, buC 
they ought not by inuetido and infmuations, couched 
as chey imagine without the letter of the laws of 
England, diveft me of my good name and character, 
which their i^zd paragraph moft evidently aims at j 
and though prudence made it neceflary for them to 
fupprefs names, yet the manifeft tendency of thti 
whole paragraph, is only calculated to give a to- 
louring and introdu^on to that which immediately 
follows, wherein not only myfelf, but feven mem- 
bers of your board, and a multitude of fenior ftr- 
vants, all unexceptionable in their charadlerS and 
abilities, arc fuperfcdcd in open violation of thac 
avowed principle of equity, on which the Honour- 
able the Court of Diredx}rs reduced'me laft year to 
my rank in the fervice. But to rcfume my own 
Tiodication, permit me to reprelent to you. Gen-' 
tiemen. 

That the protcilion granted toKincndafs con- 
cerns not me more than any other member of the 
board: that I had never, on my honour, any 
communication or convcrfc with Kiflcndafs or with 
any one belonging to him, prior to my feeing him 
a prifoner in the factory : that my fortune confi- 
dered in the year 1752, when I Brit came into the 
fcrvicc, and compared with the jjublic ftace of it, 
cxpofed in our late calamities, will not leave room 
^ the lead Ihadow of a furmife, that ic cvtt had 

any 
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itiy acqiirTiuons of fucH a nature, or in Aich' J de-*' 
gree. Thefe, you will iay, do' by no means amount 
to prooft 1 they are negaiSve proofs, however, and 
what other than negative proofs can be ^vcn ugainft 
a charge Co indired -and dark ? However, as a 
further farisfaftimi to myfel^ and I hope to you, 
I entreat, that the folemn oath which I {hall an^ 
Dcx to this addrets, may be adminiftrcd to me in 
council, as the only additional proof as yet in my 
power to give you of my innocence in this par- 
ticular. 

Having in a former part of this addrcla. men- 
tioned my beiag mod unjuftty fuperfedcd, it re- 
mains incumbent on me to prove this afTcrtion, 
and however little I may benefit myfelf by this 
proof, it may faaTC this ufe at lead, that you. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, and the reft of our fclT- 
low IcFvants, may know in future the cilim^tion 
. ^^ou ought to put on your having real merit in the 
fervice, and in having chat . merit acknowledged 
and celebrated by the Honourable, the Court .of 
t)trc6lors, whofe memories on thb occalion, I muft 
humbly beg lezve to refrelh, by various extrafts 
from thnr general letters to this prcfidcncy, rc^ 
fpe&ing my conduct in their ferviCe. 
- [Here were inlerted the feveral paragraphs alrea- 
dy given you, after the ftate of the revenucsj and 
then the letter, to the Board went on as follows.] 

From the tenor of this hH paragraph C^^th 
March, 175;) I think I may be juftified in fay- 
ing, that perfonal refentmen^ or other private 
rnodves, took the rule, and oOE thoTe of jui^ice 
and equity, as the acknowledging and rewarding 
my merit, and at the fame time fixing the; clog 
again upon me, which they had fo gracioufly, and' 
ior the felf'farne reafons, taken oif in tbo year 
'1755, per Eaftcourt, implies a moft manifcft- and 
unaccountable contradtAien ; however, in the g»- 
* DCTal 



t s«« 1 

Mhl l^tttir of the nth of November, iyS7f P^f 
London and Warreii, I am again rdhiiod from 
thx dog, and . itppointcd one (tf their four Gtf* 
Vtrnon in ntation; and in a fuUequiiot later fcf 
die fame Ih^is^ oH the rotation bong abdidiedf 
appointed to fucceed to tfie gorerament next after 
Mr. Mannii^ham i and again b^ tbe jaft letten 
per London and Warrtn of the nth of A[»il« 
1758> reduced to my rank in Ac fervice« atid 
appointed by the HononraUc the Court of Di> 
reftors tx> fucceed to the Government in turn }. 
and now by the Prince Henry's letter fuperfeded 
in favour of Captain James Barton, witttoiH the 
Honoarablc the Court of DireSors impeach- 
ing, or having caafe to impoacii, that zeal, inte- 
grity, and attachment to the Company, which they 
io often acknowledged and re«araed. -Fermit aitf 
thefefore, Gentlnnien) 'dirough thechannelof youf 
Board, humbly to leprdfent to die Honourable tlitf 
Court of Dirc£bors, theVeryiianl troatfciiBntl have 
«n (he whole received, and to hopfc it Will merit 
their Future more frrourable oonfidcranon, the 
tnore especially x it appears that ndny, I may fajf 
nWft of the gendeinen «fao haft.^ncd thePrinoc 
Henry's letter,, have aUb.given the uoftion-of their 
hands to every pluign^ tnofiniaed to this,pre- 
fidenoy in tny frmw. 

I am, with Tcfpcft, 
fan WUliun, jRlfmoarible Sir, and Sirt« &c. 

.pft:.l;S9- J. Z. H# 

- N.'B. The folhwing oath ivas tendeied to, and 
• tdcen'by Mr. Hdlwell in Council the z^ih of 
* I>ecen^r, 1755. 

** \ John Zcplwioh Hotwell, onevf the Coon** 

^ of Fort ;WilbajBi, 1756, when Kiflendafs, the 

iM ^ Ra^<th BuUq^ '^cc«tved the protc&ioD of 

1 this 



t 3«9 ] 
this prendency, do foleinnly fwear that I heVer did, 
direaly or indireiSly,' receive from the faid Kjffcn- 
dals, or from any one on his behalf, any the leaft 
reward or gratuity, cither in money, jewels, or 
merchandize, for fuch proteiftion granted the faid 
Kiflendafs j and that I never did^ on &ny other 
pretence or confideration whatfocvcr, benefit my- 
Stlf by the faid Kiflendafs to the amount or value 
of one rupee. So help me God. 

j. Z. Holwell.", 

The fcriitiny 6rdered in the befofe-recited i32d 
paragraph, was mad? by Colonel CHve at Moor- 
fliadabad, (where KilTendafs then reCded) at the 
time the Colonel went to take leavt of the Nabob, 
6n his depalture for Europe. On his return to 
Fort William, he wrote the following letter tH the 
Boardj on the fubjedt of his enquiry. 

To the Gttttkmttt of Cettscil. 
S I R Si 23d Janbarj*, 1760: 

•* rOHEjiiftice 1 owe to my own reputation, as 
" X well as my duty to the Company, obliged 
*' nie prior to the refignation of this Government, to 
** ufe my btnioft endeavours iii coming at the truth 
" of the heavy charge, feeiningly contained ^;ainft 
•* Mr. Holwell, in the i^zd paragraph of thc- 
** general letter. Inclofed is the folemn atteftation 
** of KaiTcndafs ; and I make no doubt but that 
** gemlcman's innocence will appear as clear to 
'* the Court of Dircdhors, as it did to us who 
« were prefent at, and witneffed the faid at- 
" teftation." 

N. B. The gentlemen who witn<;fled the at-> 
teftation were, 

B b Col. 
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Cot. ClWe, Mr. Pjrbus, 

Col. Ford, Capt. Carnac. 

Major CatUand, 

*Ta the Honourable Henry VanfitEart, Efq\ iic. 
Council of Fort Wiliiam. 

Gentlemen, 24th 6f November, 1760. 

ACCEPT my beft thanks for the obtging 
rcadinefs wherewith you have granted rr.c 
copies of thofe paragraphs, in this year's General 
Letter from England, which relate particularly to 
royfclf. 

- As the Honourable the Court of.Diredors hai 
long determined me unworthy of fuceeeding in 
their fcrvlcc, according to the rank, they moll gra- 
cioufly allotted me, in their General Letter of the 
iith' of April, 1758 -, I could with they had 
retted there, without laying mc under a ncceffity of 
breaking in upon ypur time at this very buty period^ 
by a needful reply to fome very unjuft refleftions 
thrown upon me in the i igih and i z/thparagraphs 
of their Letter, under date the ift of April, 1760, 
The confideration of that indilpcnfibleduiy, which 
binds every Gentleman to the defence of his owtt 
charaffcr,- will, I am fin-e, be fiifEcient apology to 
your Honourable Board, for this intruCon. 

Rcfpefting the falary I received by appointment 
of the Board, as annexed to tlie poll of Import 
Warchoufe-kecpcr, and as being po/lc/Ttrd by the 
fame individual no.Tiinated to tli:it poit, when the 
Government of Bengal, was ordered to four pcrfons^ 
the Court of DireAot-s are pleafed to fay, '* The 
" Gentlemen of'Couh^l might miltakc their in- 
" tcntions j but ^hat -Mr. Holwell Ihoutd have 
*^,aiftcd *itti more fmferity^ becaufe. 1^: was pcr- 
"'TeSly acquamced with the Court's fcociincnrs,. 
" »nd particularly witli tfac motives of their orders, 
« &c." 
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^ ttc.** T^o this I mMf jtiftly reply. That the 
{entiroeDts and motives cf that Coiiit of Dire^rs 
were a$ wcll^ or better known to ^he Gentlemen 
of that Cobncit than to myfclf. I attempted not 
io furpriie them into that mflafure ; I laid what I 
thou^t an equitable ftate of the cafe befoie them. 
They .took ic into ferious conflderation,' gave a 
^retuj perufaL to every letter which reached them 
that year by tlie Warren i and on the whole, w^re 
of opinion, they Contained not a fyllable that con- 
tradi&ed their giving me thit emolument. To 
ihis I may add,' the Gentlemen of Council would 
Kave paid a very bad compliment to the fentimenMi 
and morires which di&ated the General Letrttr of 
the nth of April, 1758, if they had furmiled, 
the Cotm-s intention was todivcft me of anj^ emo- 
lument annexed to the poft which the rank they 
deigned to ^vc me regularly brought me tO, efpe- 
Cially when that Letter not only pulhed me from 
the top of the Council to the bottom, but alfo di- 
Tcfted me of a |^ft which I - had Blled hear five 
year;, and to which the liime Dire^ors had but the 
year before annexed, (to me particularly) a ^tary 
t>( 6,000 Rupees per annum, as a reward fot my 
integrity and juft conduft in the due execution 
thereof. 

Touching the high lefentment of the Court of 
Diredors, at *' my weak and prefumptuous con- 
• du£t, for joining in confultation with the Captains 
ijid Officers of the Warren," as fet forth in the 147 
paragraph, I with all humility kifs the rod, and 
toiitcfs it was out of my province to meddle with 
fuch a fut^edt. From this Aep I CMinot exculpate 
mylelf, but by averring,^ I had no motive 40 urge 
me, but [he welfare and iaiety of the fliip, ihe 
Company's cfiedks, and the troops on board. This 
plea, 1 know, will av^l me little before judges*. 
Wiio bare already, and at random, loaded me with 
3 b a .the 
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the heavy chai^ge of iriftficaciog the XTapt^ia to- 
dilbbey tjieir prdersy from felBfh {n^fpe^ of istf: 
own. Surely^ Hoiiourabtc Sir, and Sin, I . IbaU 
not giveoffencc, when 1 Hay,- this charge has neither 
tfuth or probability to fupport ir. The Capuio 
^nd his Officers had fornira their refolutions, a 
p-ieri, without my interfering dirc&ly or Indireifliy } 
it that i cannot be faid to have inBuenod thetr 
councils. To this Captain Glover will witnels, if 
be has regard to truth, which I will not doubt : 
And he was under no obl^ation of regarding my 
concurrence or non-eoncurrcnce, which I do fup- 
pofe would not have varied hi» meafures ; howlo- 
ever that might have been, he intreated mc and 
Captain Drake to hear therealbns which determined 
him to the Bay, and give our opinions thereon ; to 
which we aflcntcd : And from the face both of the 
inftrudions and orders received from the Court of 
Pireftors, and the intelligence received from Cefhtn^ 
which he had laid before us, I then was of opinion* 
as I am to this hour, that he and his officers a£ted 
a faithful and judicious part; and I fcrupled not to 
lign to that opinion, though I own it was an lU- 
judged ccmipliancc, confidcring, as the Court juft-- 
ly obferves, my *'.intcreftcd fituatlon," when I 
migtjt have known that every handle which could 
be truiDped up, would be feized on to my pre> 
judice, to give a colour and plea for injuftice. 
Had I not renounced my then feUiQi profpeas, my • 
opinion would have been very difl^rent. The Gen- 
tlemen themfelvea knew, they had taken care my 
fcliini prolpe£ls at the Bay could be of little cftima- 
tion tf> me, and that it was totally a matter of in-' 
liifflT^Occ to inc or mine, whether I arrived there a 
pAonih fponer or ktcr. On the contrary, it was to 
UK an iiu«refl;ing event the touching at Madrals, as 
by not doing it I was a lofcr to the amount of near 
2QooJ. forjhe.truth of which. tho-Gemlemen may. 
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tf they pleafe, apply to Meflh. Muilman, Solo-' 
mon, and Adams of London, to lay nothing of 
fooK Other very feliifh profprds which might pro- 
bably have been the confequence of my touching 
at that pOTt i but all thcie I renounced when the 
interefts of my etnptoyers came in competition: 
And adequate has been my reward, as well in this 
. as in every other endeavour to ierve them.-«-Thc 
Court of DireAors are pleated to clofe thl^ para- 
graph with feying, ** They are not willing to re-' 
** member paft tranfadions^ but cainion me toT 
*• be more guarded in future -, for perhaps bymy 
** influence the diftreflcs of Madrals were incrtafcil, 
« and an unhappy Commander mined." Thatthe* 
honourable the Court of Directors Ihouki bcunwiiling- 
to remember paft tranfaaions, firfpefling me) 1 do^ 
not wonder at ; the reafo'ns are obvious aid ftriking 
to the whole world ! Howevei-, I humbiy tranfmit 
them my thanks for thnr gracious precaution, which 
followi in terrcrcm; but I have the pk^&nctif- 
thinking, that long brfiKr this they are xonvinoed' 
it was quite thrown away. That my influence -in*' 
creafed the diffcreiTes of Madrals, and ' rained an' 
unhappy Commantler i atemoftlevereinAaaBdons,' 
and require diftinift paragraphs for reply,' as the* 
word — perhapSi^— by iio means excenuatoi the in*' 
tended venom of the charge^ 

It would give me the d^cpeft afRi£Hoa, had' I' 
been the caufe of incr^wg the dilb<flcs of M^' ' 
drafs, even by an errof in jimgment. If the Wtr-* 
rcn*s proceedmg to the B^ jcaily had ihit effWt,-' 
for Ifae had no money, and as I rtHncmbcr but'£o* 
men, it cannot, however, be laid at my door, 'with' 
the leaft fliadow of jiiftice. But I know that' 
(trifling as the number of troops were) thrfliip'j 
arrival here, at the critical .time (he did, had -a 
very necelTary effeft on the: Government of the' 
})rovinces, wliich was fhoiin Seoet Treatf .with" 
P b 3 the 
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the Dotchj taking die advarit^ of (Jw ^atf 
vfeakneis, caufed by the expedition to the South- 
ward, under Colonel Ford ^ and we had gr^t rea- 
fon to dunk it gave for fome time a yerf Jcafonable 
check to dicir Councila, as the troops ivere, with 
good luccefs, fwciled bf us to fix tiroes thar real 
number. 

That I Qiould be deemed.the caofe «f an uti' 
' happy Commander's ruin, is a chai^ fttich gives 
nie more real concern than any ocher the Court of 
Diredora hare heen pleafed to load me with. — To 
wipe off this cruel afperfibn, I am' under a neceflity 
of tranfcribii^ part of Captain Glover^s laft Let- 
ter ico me from Midrafi, under date the izd of No- 
yember, 1759, which will, I hope, not only fet 
his own honodr and booefty in a clear lis^l, but 
alfo further evince, that I had not thofe felfifh 
prol];K)fts in view Vrith which I have bech fo grofs- 

ly accufed. ^Aftcr iiitreating I would wnte to 

tny liiends in his favour. He goes on, ^' I need 
** not mention to Mr.'Hoiwcill what is nc9tfl«7, 
*• asheisa.muchbctterjudgethani am} andibaU 
'* only hint one thing ^t.. will : be q£ fervicc— 
•* They hiy the bUine ontitely onrthis.i— That you 
^ and I Weie concci'ned together, abd wanted to 
'* piHh .for the iirft ibip at the Bay, to make our 
•' market i — or this — that you wanted not to come 
« hcr^i ■ndmybcing«;good-natiiredinan.(mean- 
" ing, is I .fuppofe, a SsEi one, or rather a fool) ' 
** -yoa ei^er-aerfuadeid 'me tO' go immediately to 
". Bengal.' Now, Sir, I aflure yon, th* I ha*c 
** aded as an honeft man in jcgard to this afiair ■, 
** tend no iaon than .what i ought, as I Am very* 
** cert^ of ia falfhood; . and teH .every body ' 
** where I go, thit you. never was the man that 
* concerned you^felf with any thmgrelating to the 
** fliipt ot where 'I went ; 'and thic you bid con- 
f cerm at Madnfijthit you would have beca 

■■■■■"■ " ■'• ■ ■/'■ ' '■' ■ ■ '*' very 
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f* vtcf ^ad to have gone there, which h, I be- 
«• licTC, the truth \ and I ihall *ver abide by it." ■ 

The very ftiuaBM fuppoTitioa, which Captain 
Glover memions above, of my being concerned 
wch him, and which feems to have been taken up 
bjr tbe Court of Diredors, and appears the ground- 
work of thdr charging me with thefc felSlh prof- 
|>e£ti, is atmoft unwonhy my notice, timugh iM 
confutation is in my power, from a thoiifand 
proo6. It is only for your fatisfa£lion. Gentlemen. 
that, on my honour, I folemnly aver, I never Iiad 
A. coocern with that Gentleman, directly or indi- 
redly, to the value of a fliilling. I am,' witit 
true refpcA, * "^ 

HoDOurable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moft ot^igcd and obedient humble Icrvant^ 
J. 2. H. 

In the foMgoing letter you lee two charges laid 
agatnflthia gentlenuuv the one touching the falarj^ 
annexed to the polt of Import WarehouTc-Kecper ; 
the o^her, his inSuencing Capt. Glover, commaiidef 
of the Warren, to pals the port of Madrals,^and 
Aand dircdly for Boigal^ As tothefirll, a debate 
u full Council was had, on ;hp terms. of the 
Court of DireSxvs letters, when it ynu agreed to 
•continue tbe falary to this gentleman ^ ^nd it wds 
paid to him accordingly, fo long as he ^'e^aincd at 
che head.of thac office- 
Touching the fecond charge, let it 'be remarked 
that notwjthftanding Capt. Glover had been dw 
vcfted of his fliip by the Preiidency of Fort St., 
George, your Court of pireftors, on 'his' rcrgr^ 
home, tWight ' his conduift fo juilifiabde, t^t h^ 
was again reftored to a command in your (crvice. 

Mr. HolwcU (contrary to the laboured intcntfonj^* 
pi your Court of Directors) arrived at laft to the 
^vad of your aHairs in Bengal. In this-capaciiyf 
• ' B b 4 . how 
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how anxious his fttuation, (may be ieea io hii 
Addreis) much more to be pitied than envied. 
TIfough he was himlblf, imwetiwcly after Colonel 
Clive's departure, plunged in the heayiefl: difficulr 
(ies, to fupport a government overwhelmed in con- 
fufion, and the put^lic tranfaftioiis of that a&ve 
and cifr^ulent pc;riod )¥ere apparently fulEcieDt to 
employ thp attention and genius of any one man, 
yet did he find Icilure (iq the lofs of his health 
and peace) to fupcrintcnd every the minuteft branch 
of your private concerns and interefts. He had 
the addrefs to difcqver an injurious confederacy ia 
fhe execi^tion of your, "f ^v ivorks of fortificatiqps, 
eOnuiicnced a profccution againft the parties conr 
eerned, difdained a britic flf j 0,000 1. to drop 
that profecution, and might have gained treble tha^ 
ium, had he Ibewed the leaft propenfity to come 
td any compromife with the delinquents. The 
frauds he traced amounted to near 50,000!. ttie 
greatcft part of which he faw refunded, and fecq- 
rity taken for tl)e reft, before he was fupcrfeded in 
your government. For proof of thefc fads, wc 
fubjoin the fJUo^viIlg vouchf rs. 

Copy of a Minute of Ceiutcily the i4t& July,, 1760^ 
toucbdr^ Frauds in the ntw Wvrki, 

*f The Prefident, during the viho\c coijrfc of 
** ^his fcrutiny, having fhewn the mqft unwearie4 
'^ application in bringing to light the frauds 
" hiilfeno difcoyercd, and given ^e higheft proof 
^ of his irit^ity, in refu/ing a bribe of eighty 
" ihoufapd Ruppcs, aa^ paying it. into the trea^ 
•* fury, as a imall rccoppencc tor the fcaiids com^ 
»* niitted'." 

« Rcrolyed> That the thanks pf this Board be 
«* returned to him, on behalf of qur Hqpourablc 
*• Eniplpyers." 

3 Coyn 
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iCoPv vf 195/i Paragrapb of Gtvtnur Vanfit- 
arc'j and bit CouncWi General Letter te the 
Court of DireSerSy under Date the ibtb of 

. Janaary, 1761^ 

** In the former par|: of this letter, concerning 
M, the frauds committed in the new works, ws 
*' mentioned the fums cpi^eiled bv Govindr^m 
*« Gozc, and Captain Brohicr % and tbut fevcral 
f* funis had been paid in, on fhat account : Be* 
" fides thefe, the fum of 8o,ooq Rupees was pri- 
" yately prcfentctj up Mr. Holwell, (fuppofed by 
** thofe concerned in the affair) with a view of 
** prevailing on him (who alone was acquainted 
. ** with the difcovery) to drop theprofecutioni 
*^ t}ie fum was paid by him into the treafury, and 
*' carried likewlfe to the credit a?— Over Charges, 
*■* the New Works, hut was not accounted as a part 
** pf the fums for which the delinquents were an" 
*f fiver^le. Mr. Holwell, threiuffh the whole coyrle 
*' of this enquiry, Ihewed a diTieence and atcen- 
*' tion, for which he received the thanks of the 
*i Board, and i^ierits likewilc your particular 
** notice/' 

CoPY-^ Mr, HolwelPj iafi Letter to the Beard 
of Calcutta. 

To the Hinomrebk Henry Vanfittart, Efq. Pnfidtnt 
and Governor! £^e. Couneil of Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, Septouber 3«b, 

■ _ ■ 1760. ' 

" npHE many unmerited, and confeguently un- 
« X juft, marks of rcfentmcnt, which I have 

** lately 'received from the prcfcnt Court of Direc- 

•* Rjrs, will not fuffer me longer to hold « fcrvice, 

M in the coqrfc erf which, inyftcadyand unwearied 



I 37S 3 

. ?* zeal for the honour and intereft of the Comptny, 
** might have oqxded a more eqaitable mum.—. 
f* Pcrmtt ma, tfacrcibrr, Geatletncn, to refign the 
'*' Scrrice^ and at the fiune time to nqucft the 
♦* favour of your indulgence to nefide in Bengal, 
f .until I can fiilly collect my fcattered concei-ns in 
** trade, previous to my quilting India.— Hereii> 
** you wil!' lay. an obligation oij him, who Is (with 
** true refpeft, as well as moft fangginc wifhes for 
^ the 'honour and fucccfs of this Board, and prof- 
•5 pcrity of the fcctlcment,) 

Honourable Sir, and ^irs. 

Your moft obedicnf, humble fcrvant, 
J. Z. HpLWELL. 

p/f ef the I^'nute in Csmdl of the 2Qth of Sejv. 
temDcr^ if 60^ 9» r««?' of t^f fffreeoing Let- 
ter, 

«« ly T R. Holwca lays before the Board a letter, 
•* XVj. Kquefti'^ teave to refign (he fervice, and 
i* pemuffion to reudc in Bengal, until he can fully 
■^ coUeft iuc coaccrns in trade. 

" Agreed Mx- HolwcU'sTcqucft be complied 
** with, though the Board are concerned at the ' 
** departure of fo valuable a member. "Ordered 
** this later h^ f1S?r{4 ^1^ ^^ ^H^^ conful- 



For the truth nf t&e ^creral ^fts, Tooehers, and- 
quotatJonE, here laid be&tc you, we appe^ to the 
records of Leadenhall-ftreet. 

Thus have we coBipIeated our undertaking, 

•viz. the Vindication of Mr, Holwcll's character, 
and at jthe fame time thewn from inconteftibic &&s^ 
the emiucnt benefits you have received jfcom tiis 
tteady zeal and mtegrity ; beneBts that juftly dc-, 
m.andcd your highcft notice and grautude. How 
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pjuft your Court of DireAors appear (to the inv . 
partial ?) — T^^^Y ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^'^ lavilh of their 
fiilrlic thanks attdpraifes to fome of your fervants, 
whilft this gentleman (who from the firft to the 
l^ft hour he had a feat in your C|0uncils abroad, 
never ceafed fyceefsftfli<f labouring for yettr good) 
yras fo fljameniUy n^edte4» nay, '< evil entreated." 
We clofe this addrefs by a fibort t);capinilattoQ 
of Mr. Holwcll's nine years Iferyices, and in a juft 
cftimate lay before you at one iriew the fum total 
added to your eftate, for which you are (in fome 
Items folefyf and in the others tbiefy) indebted to 
Mr. Holwell's fagacity, integrity, and applW 
tion, viz. 

Zemindary Calcutta -^ —7 10,000 
^emindaty of the 24th Puivannah 60,000 
|!.ands ceded by Mhir Comn ^ 

Aly Khan, chiefly by Mr. i 700,000 

Holwell's Ipflucncc oyer htm J 

£. 770,090 per ana; 

The fum fcnt p Mr. HolweH's houfe in his alv 
lence on'the evening of the 13th July, 1760, to 
engage him to drop the profecutjon of the frauds 
^n the fortifications, (the perfons who fent i^ not 
precifcly known) was by him the next morning 
prefented to the Company, and paid into your 
Jreafury,; vi?. — — — ^ — — iq,ooo 
Frauds trace^ and proved by Mr. Hpl- j 
well, and fince brought to your credit j 5o»ooo 

jf._60jO0Q 

We arc fetifible that the lands ceded by Coffin 
Aly Khan, have been commonly valued only at 
600,000/. per annum, but wc know their real net 
yUue is as above eftimated. 
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A GENUINE 

NARRATIVE 

' O P T H B 

DEPLORABLE DEATHS 



English Gentlemen, and Others, who 
were fuffbcated in the Black Hole in 
Fort-William, at Calcutta, in the 
Kingdom olF Bengal ; in the Night fuc- 
ceeding the 20th Day of June, 1756. 

In a Letter to a Friekd. 

By J. Z. HOLWELL, Efq. 

— ' - ■ ^rfjw jpft miferrima vidi^ 

Et quorum pars magna fui. ^s talia fanh^ 
Myrmitionum, Delopumve^ out duri mila U^ei 
Tmptrtt a iaehrymt's? 

Virg, JEnad. Lib. ii. 
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READER. 



AT^HE following narrative will appear, upon 
I pcru(al, tobe afimpledccail ofamoftmelan- 
cholf event, delivered in the genuine language of 
fincrre con£em, in a letter to a friend ; from whom 
the greaceft kindncfles had been received, and in 
whom the greatcll confidence was placed. It was 
written on board the veHel in which the author 
returned from the Eafl:- Indies, when he had leifure 
to refied, and was at liberty to throw upon paper, 
what was too ftrongly ioipreSed upon his memory, 
ever to wear outi If therefore it appears in fome 
places a little psiTionafe ; in others fomewhat dtf-< 
tule ; and, through the whole, tinctured with that 
difpoficion under ^ich it was written ; the occa- 
fion, and the nature trif the performance, will ftif-' 
ficiemly excufe what<iugbl have been' conRdtrtH 
as imperfi^ions, if it had been intended for the' 
public view; and which may perhaps be conridcred 
in another lig^t, now, that through a train 'of uh- 
fercfeca accideBts, it comes to appear in print. 

The fut^cd being of a very mixed naciire, aiiiS 
fcii£ieifaiilg':niofe than absre relation of private Ciria- 
mitfr-Tcadered many people curious to fee it» when* 
il w^ once known, that f^h a paper exifbrd ; and 
at cherewas nothing contained in- it, that required 
either 
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cither much fecrecy, or circumfpcdion, it has b«tJ 
freely communicated to feveral, and amongft thofe, 
to fotne pcrTofis of the firft diftinfUon t who thmigbC' 
it might gratify public expoflation, more cfpecially 
if it appeared in the fame natural and undilguifed 
dre&, in which they, had feeti it ; for truthy and 
more efpecially fo aSeAing a truth, {lands little in 
need of ornament, and appears to more advantage^ 
the le6 it is affifted by the arts of writing, to T#hich 
the author betrtg a ftranger, he trufted to his fcel- 
ii^, and endeavoured to exprefs by his pen, the 
emotions of his heart. He the more readily yielded 
to this requeft of his friends, from the following 
motives, which, as they wrought much ufioa himy 
may poflibly have fome weight with you. 

u B fomewhat rare, to find traniadiom of an 
extraordinary nature delivered circumftandally by 
thofe who are not only acquainted with, but were sdfct^ 
a&ors in them, whilfi the matter is frelh in their 
minds, and confequently, when they are fitteft to 
mve a clear, connedtedy and impartial account. 
This therefore having been his original intention^ 
though for the fausfa&ion only of a private friend i 
yet, when called upon to make it public, it ap- 
peareii to him a very perfaafive argument, as he 
was conliious to himfelf, that he had written ic. 
with the (Iri&eft regard to veracity, in every pcwnt^ 
and to dilburthen his thoughts of that load of af- 
fliction, which would have ^>een as intolerable as 
the misfortune itielf, if both had not been quali- 
fied by the remenibrance of that mercy by which 
be was delivered, and which ieemed to claim 8 
grateful return of public ackaowIcdgmeiK, for fy 
peculiar a deliverance. 

He was farther moved, by the cortGderanon that 
there are fqme fccnes in real life To fui\ of mifery 
and horror, that the boldeft imagination would noc 
dare to feign tlKm> f9r fearof Ihucking credibility.. 

He 
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He thought fuch fcenes as tbefe could not be per- 
mitted, by a Dvife, a bcfieficent Being, but for the 
fake of tndr becoming Icflbns U} mankind -, and 
he therefore concluded, that this intention could 
never be better anfwered, than by coflfenting to 
render them public ; that by this means, a door of 
hope, and of confidence, may be opened, to fuch 
as may hereafter fall under like tryals, by giving 
them an inftance (and fure a ftronger cannot well 
be given), that we ought never to defpair, when 
innocence and duty have been the caules of o^r 
diftrefs. 
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L E T T- E R 

FROM 

J. Z. H O L W E L L, Efq. 

T O 

W". DAVIS, Efq. 

From on board the Syren-Sloop, the 28th of 
February, 1757. 

Dear Sir, 

TH E confufion which the late capture of 
the Eaft-India Company's fettlements in 
Bengal miift necefTarily excite in the city of 
London, will, I fear, be not a little heightened by 
the miferablc deaths of the grcateft part of lliofe 
gentlemen, who were reduced to the fad nccelTity 
of furrendering themfelvcs priJbncrs at difcreiion in 
Fort William. 

By narratives made public you will only know, 
that tif one hundred and forty-fix prifoner?, one 
hundred and twcjity-three were fniothcrcd in tie" 
Black-Hole prifon, in the night of the 20th of 
Juhc, 1756. Few furvived capable ol "giving ary 
detail of the manner in which it happened i and (.f 
C c 2 thelc 
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■diefe I believe none have attempted it: /or 1117 
own part, I have often fat down with this refbi 
lotiofti and u ^ten retinqutfhed the meiancholjr 
talk, not only from the diftuii>ance and aSlidion it 
raifed a-fre(h in my Fcnucmbrance, but fix>m the 
confideratioD of the iinpoflibility of finding Ian- 

fu^ capable of raifing an adequate idea of the 
orrots of the fcenc I elTayfd to draw. But «b I 
believe the ajmals bf the world cannot produce an 
incident like it in any degree or proportion to all 
the difmal circum{lapce& attending it, and as my 
pwD health of body and peace of mind are once 
again, in a great meafurCfc recovered frooi the in- 
juries they fpflcrcd from thu fatal nighc, I cannot 
allow it to be buried in oblivion ; though ftiU 
confcious, that however high the colouring my 
retentive memory may fupply, it will fall infinitely 
Ihort of the horrors accoinpanying tVu fcenc. 
Thefe defe<5ts mull, and I doubt not, will be 
alTiftcd by your own humane and benevolent inoa- 
gination ; in the exercife of which I never knew 
you deficient, where unmerited diflrcls was the 
objea. 

The feaair has already had that ialutary eSc£t 
on my conftitution I expected } and my mind 
enjoys a calm it has been many mo(iths a Granger 
to, ftrengthened by a clear chcarful (ky and atmof- 
phere, joined to an unufual pkalant gale, with 
which we are paHing the equinodial. I can ruiw, 
therefore, look back with lefs agitation on tha 
dreadful night I am going to defcribc; and with 
a grateful heart Gncercly acknowledge, and deeply 
revere that Providence, which alon? could hwre 
prffervcd me through that and all my fucceediog 
lufierings and hazards. 

Before I conduA you into the Black-Hole, it it 

neceffdry you fliould be acq^«air.tcd with a Sc.^ 

iptroduftotj 
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intrtidiiaary cittumtUnhir. Tiis Suba * and liSk 
traopa wen m ^il!flioo «f tlw fort bdfoiv foe iti 
the ewniDg. I hid in all dune iftnrriewi with 
him : tbc- Ixft in Butbu- f bdatc fevcti* when 
lie rcpesced hii afilinunes to tnct en 4he isord ^ « 
JMitTt that ao horni (hoi^ tome to ui t md 'm- 
dcod I bdieve im onlers weft onlf |ipEnei%l, Thit 
we ifabtUd &r that nigfit be ifccuwd i and thn what 
^followed was the rtfitk cf mrenge and teiiatnneiit 
in the fareafti of the to«tr Jenunaatdau* ;]:, to 
jnhaSt ai^odf we xvnc defiveitd, for the number 
of their onder killed durinf dw Oege. Be this to 
it may, as fben as ic iKs 'Mrk, wc wen all, widi> 
out d^infUQiif direded b^ the guard Oftr oi, i» 
adleft Ooddvffi into one tiody, ami iit A>wn qoMr 
tender tbe arched Veranda or piaBtn, to the weft 
Of the Bfeadt-Hde prifan^ and the bait«d» tb 
the lefc of the court of guard } and juft ovet-agaioft 
eke winclowi of the governor^ eafterly apanoKhts. 
Bcfides the gaard over us» another was phced at 
(be ibot of the ftain at the fouih end of thll 
Veranda, leading up to the fouth-eaft taaftion, t« 
imvetit any cf \n e&aptng that way. On the 
parade (where you will tctncnbtr the nro twenty- 
nnr pounders ftood) were atib drawn up about 
fyar or five hundred guD'ttKA with 



At this tiaie the fstBxky was in llatiws to the ri^ 
and kft of vs i to the right the Armofy and LidM>> 
ratoty t to die left the Carpenter's yard : tttot^k 
K this tine wt: imagined it was the Cottih-wu«> 
iMMifet y. Vi^ue were our conje^utes on this ^- 
pettance t the Sre advanced with rapidity on botk 
fides-, and it was the prerailii^ opinion^ that thef 
ificetidedibBbcating us between the two fires : and 
Cc i Mk 

* $iutjiid-l>o«lt, ricetojr of Bengal, Bakar, and Otixa. 
f In eoatcil. t An officer of thiTank of Seijeant. 

■ t Tht Compuj'* dotlt warehonfM. 
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th^^mtion tiras cooBrmcd by theappcacanee,' abooc 
half an hour paft feveo, of fotne ofiicers and 
people with lighted - tnrches in their hands, who 
went into all the apartments under the eaftcrly 
curtain to the right of us ; to which ve apprcv 
Jiendcd they were {etting fire, co cxpetfite their 
jcbcmeof burning us. ^'this weprefcntly canw 
to a refblutionf of rulhing on the guard, fcazing 
their fcymitars, and attacking the troops upon the 
parade, rather than be thus tamely roafled to death. 
Sut to be fatisfied of thdr intentions, I advanced^ 
at the.requcft of MeOra. Baillie, Jcoka, and Revely, 
to fee it ihey were really letting fire to the apart- 
tncnis, and found the contrary ; for in fad, as it 
appeared afterwards, they were, only fearching iisr 
a pl^ce to confine us in*, the 'laH they examined 
being the barracks of the couit of guard behind 
us. . . ■ 

. Here I.muil detain you <a little, to do honour to 
the memory of a man, to whom I had in muiy 
Inftances been a friend, and who, on this occafioit, 
demonfirated his fenfibiltty of it in a degree worthy 
of a much higher rank. His name was Leech, the 
Company's fmith, as well as clerk of the parifli ; 
tJiis man had made his efcape when the Mqc»s 
entered the fort, and. returned juft as it was dark, 
to tell me he had provided a boat, and would cnfuie 
Hiy'efc&pe, if I would f<^few hiiri thnnigh a pif- 
fage few were acqMaiilted with, and, by which he 
^ad then entered. . (This might caitl^ have bacn 
accomphlhed, as the guard put over us took but 
.very flight notice of U3.> I thanked'him in tbd 
Itieft' terms I was able> but told him it was a ttep 
I CQuld not prevail on mylelf to take,' as I Ibould 
thereby very ill repay the altachmeni the gentle- 
men and the garrifon had Ihcwn to me } and, that 
I was rcfolvcd. to (liare their fat?, be it what it 
Would : but prelTed him to fccure his own efcape 
w»h9Ut 
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^»khQut lofi oftimei, to which he gaJIantly re- 
plied, that " then he" was jefolved to Ihare mine, , 
*' and would not leave me." 

To myfelf and the world I (hould furdy have 
Hood excufed in embracing the overture above- 
mentioned, could I have conceived what- imme- 
diately followed i for I had fcarce time to make 
hini.-.an ^nfwcr, before we obferved part of the 
guard drawn up on the parade, advance to us 
Vtith the officers who-had been viewing the rooms. 
ThfY ordered us all to rife and go into the barracks 
, to the left of the court of guard. The barracks, 
you may remember, have a large wooden platform^ 
for the ibldiers to fleep on, and are open to tlie 
weft by arches and a fmall parapet-wall, correfpon- 
diog to. the arches of the Veranda without. In 
we went moft readily, and were pleafing ourfelves 
with, the profpc£t of paffing a comfortable nighc 
on the platform, lictle dreaming of the infernal 
apartments in referve for us. For we were no 
Iboncr all within the barracks, than the gUafd 
advanced to the inner arches and parapet-wall ; and, 
with their mulkets prefented, ordered us to go 
into.the room .at the fouihermoll: end of the bar- 
racks, commonly called the Black-Hole prifon i 
whi)ft others from the Court of Guard, with cluba 
and drawn fcymitars, preHed upon thole of us 
next to them. This ftroke was fo fiidden, {o. un- 
expe&ed, and the throng and prelTurc To great upon 
its next the door of the Black-Hole pnfon, there 
was no refifting it -, but like one agitated wave im- 
pelling another, we were obliged to give way and 
enter ; the reft followed like a torrent, few amongft 
us, the foldiers excepted, havingthe leall ideaof the 
dimenfions or nature of a place we had never feen : 
for if we had, wefhould at all events have rulhcd 
upon the guard, 'and .been, as the lefler evil, by 
qur own choice ciit to pieces. 

C c 4 Amongft 
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Amongft the firft that entered, were myWf, 
MefTrs. BailHc, Jenks, Cooke, T. Colts, Enfign 
Scot, Rcvcly, Law, Buchanan, Sec. I got pof- 
fefiion of the window neareft the door, uid took 
Meflrs. Coles and Scot into the window with vtit, 
they being both wounded (the firft I believe mor- 
tally). The reft of the &bove-inemioned gentle* 
men were clo& round me. It was now abouteight 
o'clock. 

Figure to youriclf, my friend, if pofTible, the 
fituatioh of a hundred and forty-foe wretches, tX' 
hauftcd by continual fatigue and adtion, thos critA- 
ihed tt^thcr in a cube of abom ei^tcen fi^t, ht 
a dole lultry night, in Bteg;BU"fhut up tb the ealt- 
ward and fouthwanl [the only quattersfhxn i*hentc 
air could reach us) uy dead Wills, and by a mil 
and door to the notth, 0{}en onlyr to the weftward 
by two windows, ftrongly barred with kon, ftom 
which we could Kceive Icarce any the )eilt circU' 
ktion of frelh air. 

What muft enfue, appear«i to me hi lively awJ 
dreadful colours, the inftant I dft my eyes roand, 
and law the Tize and fituation of the nnm. MtQjr 
unfuccersful attempts wett madetofefcethedtMir v 
for having nothtna but bur hiitids to work wWt, 
and the ^r opening inward, all endeavonrs wtte 
vain and fruillels. 

Obferving every onft giving way to the Ttelcncfr 
of patTions, which I forcfaw muft be fatal to them, 
1 requefted filencc might be pfefeiwd, whilft I 
fpoke to them, and in die moft pSihetic and movir^ 
Itrms which occuired, '^l begged and intreated, 
tliat as they had paid a ready obedience to me in 
thed:)y, clicy would now for their own fakes, and 
the fakes of thole who wert dear to them, andwrre 
ifltcreftcd in the prcfcrvaiion of their lives, re gard 
the advice I had to give them. I alTured thetn, 
the return of day wcfutd give Q3 xir and liberty % 
urged 
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otged to tHem, thw the ttnly ctnmce im bad left 
fot fuftakniK; thik mtsfdmme, and runrivii^ the 
nigltt, WRS the pwferring it calm muid Md x\vxt 
refignititMi tb our fate i Tnci*«tiftg them to curb, 
«3 mdch 39 p6flit!*e, «>t«t7 agitatWQ of tmnd and 
M)^, as fi^^gand giving a ktole to tiMir pafnons 
eould aufwA- no pur^fe, but that of hdleaii^; 
dkeir ddRYuatott:" 

TMs t«tnMdlrtnM. ^TOdu<^ a fltott idt^tA 
of peace, and gave i«* a fe* talmsss for tefleftioft i 
A0e^h eVtti ^hb-^aufe'tfraf not » little ditbntied 
ttf tM crKSftmIgNWta«F'Vftemat^ wounded, atyt 
more paKiculariy of <ny t^ ^^ahions in tht' 
«in^W.- DeMh, . attended with dw moft cru«4 
mnn ^f circCMitVaMei, I plaloly pntct<wd matt' 
pnfvcMr Jhe«lttiMe deftit)^. - 1 had fttti this Com- 
nion RiigrMSbiS ito too vnkrty (hapes^ and accaf- 
COtWd' myfclf » Ai»k on ^s fubjeft with to* 
nracK pn^nitty to l>e afatiMtd at the pmfpe^, ami 
iBdeed ft:^ iHodi tn^re^iny '«rMdied'conkpatitODfr 
than mjMf. 

■" Amongst th» ^pd* pofted at Ac iMndovre, [ 
oMbrfed an old J«ifMM«tdt«p>iCM'K^ whereemed 
to ctny ibfne c«m]5«(Qon ftr uiin fii^ cduntenaiWe i 
and indeed he-'wwi the Mlyow:^ t)lema^^4ll' 
M9 ftation, Who i9Ub»iK)rcd tht leaft trace tt£ hu^ 
manity. I MtedliiAi «»ftt«, «hd ^ the tnbft per-' 
faxfive leffflS 1 «as cattaUe, urged him to <bm. 
iftifefate the fiUftrings tie "wHs a witnds «», «aj 
prefiM Ikim to endeavour t6 get tts l^ara«ed, hrif 
m one place, ami h^ in ano^r; and thac fit;' 
flrauM-itttfie moming receive a thoit&nd 4(<u|M!ts 
fi>r this aft of tcAdenwrs. He promilnl be wauM 
attempt tt/and Mthdrear ) %t}t in a few minuTn 
returned, and told me it was impoOiblc. I chW 
ttMHight 1 had been deficient in my offer, and pro- 
jniled Mm two thouAnd. He wid\drew a iecond^ 
tbne, but returned Ibon, and (wkh I beliete RKiehr 

real 
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leal pitjT and cp|i«rn) toid me,. it w^^iot pradt- ' 
edible ) that it co^ld not be done :^ by- the SubsV 
orders, and that no.onf darefi a¥uke him. 
.■ PurH)g this interval,' though their paJTions were 
le^ violrnt,'. tt^ir -uneaTinel^ incrpafed. We b^ 
\tpea but fi^ minu^s confincdi befote every ons 
ftli into a pqrfpir^tiqn.fo.profqfc, you can form no 
idea of it. This conlcquently brought on ati^Qg 
t^irCW-Y'lt'cti flill increa&d, in proportion as the 
b^y w^s. drained of it$ moiftprc 
■ V^ijpys expedients, were ithogght of ,to give 
more Tootn and air. To obtain the fqroier, it was 
moved to put off their cloaths. ,Thi* was approved 
as a happy motion, and in a few Fniautvs I believe 
every man ^as ftrippcd (myfclf, Rjlf. Court, aod 
the two wounded young ^otbtmcaify aie,,-.ez- 
cepted). For a liftle time chcy Saaxred them- 
iclves with having gauied a mighty, advantagp ;■ 
Avery hat w^as put in ijaotion,, to produce a-circu- 
ktion of ^ir ; and Mr. .Paillie propofed that every 
man fhould fit down on his hams. As they, went 
truly, in the fituation of drowning wretches, no 
wo&der they caught at, every thing .that bore a llat- 
teruig appearanoe, of laying them.- ..This expc- 
4ieqt.was feveral tunes put in prance,, aad at each 
tireiemany of the poor creatures, wiiole natural 
Qfcngth w^ lefs than othois, or had been more 
cxhaufled, and could not immediately recover their, 
kgs, as others did, when the word was given to 
Kisl, fell to rife no more ; for if^y .were inftantly, 
trod to de^h,>or fuBbcatcd. -When the whole 
body iff down, they were To cIoTely wedged. Hi- 
ther, that they were obliged to u^ manycffijrts, 
before they could put themfelves in mqdon to get 
up again. ..■:.-■■ 

Before nine o'clock everyman'sthirit.grewJnto^ 
Jierable, and refpirdtJAi) difiicult. Pur iituation wa^ 
i)iucti.more.wrct(;hed tt^n that-ofja^ig^^y mi/crabla 
I 2 animats 
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Wtfrrals ffr'kri'exfiautee^ >cc6ivef ; no cfrcut^tioti of 
ftdh aiffaffiaerk tocont^c'Iife-, hOTyet enou^ 
^vcRed-'itf tis-VivJfj^"6g pattieltis-to-pat a fjiecCTy 
^riod-fo-tf.- ■ ■' '''■'■'■■■ '■'■' ' •■■;'■ ■ ' '■ 
': EffUrtV'iitwe ^;Sin maSe to f6pce tHe'door, but 
Ht'i^n! ' Many: infoJfs were' ufed to the'guarj, T6 
provoke them txj fire in upon us (which, as I 
fcarricd'afterwffl-fis, were tarried to much grcatdr 
.iength's,' Whenrl-waiino mofe fcnfible *f what was 
Srahfafied'); ' Ftir my own part, I hithtrto fiflt 
little piin 'or imcafinefs, but what reftiMM fh>fti 
my in«^ty fof <he fii^enrigs of 'thofeTwiEKiri; ^ 
kecp?fl^_ triy feiS bStwccn two of -the "bars,- I efc* 
iaified'aiferitiugh ttigiVemy lurigs'eafy-ptay, <h6' 
iriy peffjiiiSrion Avas- exceffiTe|- arid th?rft comment- 
ing;-; ytt- this ^period, fo ftrong an urinous volatile 
emuviicame from the prifoni thai- 1 was 'riot able 
to turn my head that way, for more than a few 
.ffiedtiels oftifne.- - '■■■'- "-■'■ " ' ' ■ 
'■ JWff'-eVery bodyj exApting' ^clffi fituatftl iri 
fendnrf^-'tW wrndows, -began to growoutragiofts, 
Bad!'^[rattf--dihiiovih'>ff'iilerj Water, became the ■ 
gctm^'icff. AndiHe old Jemmautdaftr,' before 
mciitlbntd, taking pity on us, ctrdered the people 
to- bring"* fame Ikins o£ water, -littlt dreamihgV I 
believe, of its fatal effefts. This wa» what- I 
Aeadcdi ■ I forefaw it would prOvc the ruin of ^ 
rmail ■ Chance left us,' and eflayed many times to 
f^ak to him privately to forbid its being brought; 
but the clamour was fo loud, it became imponiUc. 
^hc water aj^iearcd. Words cannot paint to you 
the univerfal agitation arid raving the fight of- it 
threw us into. I had ^flattered myfelf that fonie, 
by prefctving an equal temper of mind^ might 
outlive the night; but ntfw the reflcctton which 

five nie the greateft paiii, was, that I faw no pbf- 
bility of one efcaping to tell the dismal talc. ' ' 
• ■ Until 
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Until the watcE canae, I had mySHf not fo&nd 
much froai HatHy which indaatly grew excdfivtv 
We had oo means of conveying n, intn the |n^ilga» 
but by \iaa forced through tht bars { and thus mj^ 
ielf, and Meflrs. Coles and. Scot (aotwithftaading 
lite pains thcf fuficred from their wounds) fupjiltM 
them a> faft as poOible, But thole, who have ck- 
perienced interne thirft, _ or are aojuainted with tht 
caufe and nature, of this flp|»ctits, wiil be fuffi^ 
ciently fenlible it could noeive ap nKMe t|ian 9 
momentaiy alleviation « the; caufe S^\ fu^iifted^ 
Though we brought fuU hata within tb« ban» 
there enfued iiich violent ^uggks, and inquenc 
cqnte^ to get at ii« that before it reached the lift 
pf any one, there wcmld ^ £t*nxly a faudl fica-cup 
full lefy ia them. Thefe fappliest %c iprinkling 
water on £rr, only fervcd to &ed and raife the. 

Oh ! my dear Sir, bow tball I give.vM a «Ottt 
txpaoa at i^at I felc ^ the eoea aaacanagi of 
tbofe in the i^emoKr parts of ^ptiibi^ who could 

faoc enterta^ a probable, hope,.bf obci^uag-a dfPfW 
vet cf>uld not diveft theinielves x}{ eiqK^atioa* 
however unavailing ! And others caUifig'Oajnel^ 
thft tender coofiderations pf &KtulQuD and afiec- 
lion, and who knew they, were really d^ to ,fpct 
Think, if poflibleh wh^ my hear; muft have iai- 
fered at &eing and hearq^ tttcir diftre&t withooc 
having it in my power to relieve them;. for ths 
confulion now became genera} and -horrid. Several 
quitted the other window (the only chance they bad 
iorlife) to force their way to thtt water, anid tha 
throng and prefs upon the, window, was beyond 
bearing ; i^ny foKing th^r- parage from the fur* 
tha part of the room, prened down thoTe in their 
way, wh(» had lefs fti«i^;th(. an^ cramp^ them 19 
dcadi. 
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Canitgniibelk^ thst this Icene of mllery proved 
eDterCtuntneiiC to ttie bruttl wretches without t But 
ib it nas *, and they took care to keep us fupplied 
vith water, that they might have the fatisfaAton of 
fering m Bgfat for it, as they phrafed it, and held 
up lights to the ban, that they migbc loft no part 
of the inhuman diverfifm^ 

From about nine to near eleven, I fuftained this 
cruel fceiie and pfunful lltuatton, fiill fupplying 
them with water, though my legs were almoft 
))roke with the weight againft them. Br this time 
I myicif was very near prefled to deau, and my 
two con:^}anions, with Mr. William Parker^ (who 
had forcxd hioifelf into the window} were rea^ fo. 

For a great while they preferved a refpeft and 
regard to me, more than indeed I could welt ex- 
p^tt our circumftancei conndered; but now all 
diftinaian was loft. My friend fialUie, Meffts. 
.Jenks, Revely, Law, Buchanan, Simibo> and 
feveral others, for whom I had a real eftecm and 
afieftion, had for Ibme time been dead at my feet, 
snd were now trampled upon by every corporal 
or cODunon fotdier, who, 1^ the help of more ro- 
buft conftitmioM, had forced their way to the win- 
dow, and held faft by the bars over me, till at lift 
I became fo prefied and wedged up, I was deprived 
of all motion. 

Dccenmned now to ^ve every thing up, I called 
ta tbcm, and beeged, as the laft inftance of thar 
Kgurd, they would remove the preffure upon me, 
and permit me to retire out of the window, to die 
in quiet. They »ve way t and with much {Kffi- 
cot^ I forced a paiTage into the center of the prifon^ 
where the ibroog was kfs by the many dead, (theif 
I believe amounting tt> one-third) and the num- 
bers who flocked to the windows ^ for by this une 
^fiej )ai water al^ at the odter windoip. 
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' In the Bhck-Hole there is a platform •!corrtl^ 
ponding wjch that in the barracks : I tcavcUed oFCr 
the deal], and repaired to the further end of it, juft 
pppofite the other window, and leated mylcif on the 
platform l?etwcen Mr. Dumbleton and Capt. Stc- 
venfon, the former juft then expiring, I was ftiU 
happy in the fame calmneli of mind 1 had prelervetl 
the whole timei .death I cxpcdcd as unavoidable, 
and only lamented its (low. approach, though the 
rnoment I quieted the window, ray breathing grew 
fiiort and painful. 

■ Ilere my poor friend Mr. Edward Eyni came 
daggering over the dead to me, and with his ufual 
coolnefs and goottnature, a(ked me how 1 did ?■ 
^ut fell ani^ expired before I- had time to make him 
3 reply. I laid myfelf down, on fomc of ^he dead: 
behind me, on the pUtform; and recommending 
myfelf to heaven, had the comfort of thinking my 
fufierings could have no long duration. ' 

■ My ihirft grew now infupportablc, and difficulty 
of breathing much increafed ; and I had not re- 
mained in this fituation, I believe, ten minutes, 
when I was feized with a pain in my breafl, and 
palpicatkui of my heart, both to the mofl; exquifite 
degree. Tht-fe roufed aixi obli^d ok to get up 
again ; but Itiil^ the pain, palpitation, thirft, and 
difficulty of breathing increafed, I. retained my- 
ienfes; Botwithllandingt and had the: giiof to- fee 
death not fo near me as I hoped; but could nc» 
longer bear.ihe pains I fuSered witiunit atteqipQi^ 
a relief, which Iknew frefh. air; would .and could 
only, give me. I inftantly determined to puOi for ' 
the window oppofite to me •, and by 'an' elTart of 
double the Arcngth I ever beftire pofiefied,' gunid 

. .■■- the 

"■■• TM» platform was raired between (hree and. foor feet 
^m the Root; open DDdcineath : k txttndei the wkolr 
If^ih of the eaft iide of the ptifon, and wat abqoc fix feet 
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Ac ttiird rank 'at it, with one han J ftized a bar; 
mid by that rheans gained A fccond, though I think' 
there were at leaft fix or fcven ranks between me 
and the window. 

In a few moments my pain, palpitation, and 
difficuhy of breathing ceafcd ; but my thirft con- 
finued intolerable. I called aloud for ** water 
*' FOR God's SAKE :" had been concluded dead j 
but as foon as they heard me amongft them, they 
had ftill the refpedt and tenderncfs for me, to cry 
out, *' Give him water, give him water?' 
nor would one of them at the window attempt ip 
touch it until I had drank. But from the water I 
found no relief; my thirft was, rather increafcd by 
- it ■, fo I determined to drink no more, but patiently 
wait the event ; and kept my mouth moill from 
time to time by fucking the perfpiration out of my 
Ihirt-flceves, and catching the drops as they fell, 
like heavy rain from my head and face : you' can 
hardly imagine how unhappy I was if any of them 
efcaped my mouth. 

I came into the prifon without coat or waiftcoat; 
the (cafon was too' hot to bear the former, and the 
latter tempted the avarice of one of the guards, who 
robbed me of it when we were under the Veranda. 
Whiift I was at this fecond window, I was ob- 
ferved by one of rty miferable companions on the 
right of me, in the expedient of allaying my thirft 
by fucking my Ihirt-fleeve. He took the hinti and 
robbed me from time to time of a contiderable part 
of my ftore •, though after I deteftcd him, I had 
ever the addrefs to begin on that flceve firft, when 
I thought my refcrv'oirs were fufficiently reple- 
nifhcd ; and our mouths and nofts often met in the 
conteft. This plunderer, I found afterwards, was 
■a worthy young- gehtleman in the -fervice, Mr. 
Xulhingeon, one of the few who efcaped from 
jkach, and fince paid-me the compliment of ailUr* 
-iag 
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ing me, he believed he owed Us Ufe to tlw maar 
cofn&tnabie draugbu he had from my flccves. I 
mention thU incident, ai 1 ttunk nothing can give 
you 8 more lively idea of the melancholy flate and 
<liitrcls we weie reduced to. Befote I hU upon diis 
happy expedient, I had, in an ui^jovernable fit dT 
thtift> attempted drinking my urine ^ but it was lo 
inteniely bitter there was no enduring a fecond 
tafte, whereas no Brifiol water could be more ibft 
or pieafant than what arofe from perfiwation. 

By half an hour paft eleven the much greater 
number of thofe living were in an outrageous de- 
|iriun\ and the others quite ungovereurfc ; few 
retaining any cahnnels, but the ranks next the win- 
dows. Ey what I had feh myfcUv I was fully Iciv* 
fiblc what thoje within fufTcred ; but had only 

Kity to beftaw upon them, not then thinking 
DW Iboo 1 Ihoukl myfclf become a gicaicr oli^eA 
of it. 

They all new found, that water, ioftead of re- 
lieving, rather heightened their uneafineflb^ and, 
" Am. AiH," was the general cry. Every infult 
that could be devifed againft the guardi all the 
opprobrious names and abufe that the Suba. Mor 
nicKchund *, &c. could be loaded with, were re- 
peaced to provoke the guard to fire upon us, eveiy 
mm thac could, tutbti^ tusnultuoudy towards the 
windows with eager hoym of meeting the firft fliot. 
Then a ^eral pisjer to hetveni, to haften the 
approach of the flaoies to the ri^t ftnd left of us, 
and put a period to our mifcr^. Qut theft fatlir^ 
they whofe firengch and fptritt were quite ex- 
bvifted, laid tfamfelves down and expired (juietty 
upon their fellows : others who had yet Ibme 
jlren^h and vigour lcft„ 'made a bft e^t fcf 
ibe wiodovai and ^eral foccccded by le«pii^ and 
kr^mbling 

■ Itifrii Weaickckndf apponted if tks Sab> QorFn)«r 
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fcrambliog overtime backs and hca^s of thofein the< 
firll ranks i and got hold of the bars, from which 
there was no removing .them. Many to the right 

£d left fuok with the violent prdTure, and were 
)n fuffocated ; for now a ftcam arofc from the 
living and the dead, which afFe£ted us in all its 
circumftandcs, as if we were forcibly held with our 
heads over a bowl full of ftrong volaule fpirit of 
faartfhom, unul fuffocated ; por could the efBuvia 
of the one be diftinguiflied from the other; and 
frequently, when I was forced by the load upon 
my head and Shoulders, to hold my face down, I 
was obliged, hear as Iwa&tq the window, inftantly 
to raile it again to efcape, fuffbcation. 
. I need not, my dear friend, aflt your commifc- 
ration,'when I teUyou»; that in this plight, from 
half an-hour paA eleven till near two in the morn- 
ing, I fultained the weight of a heavy man, with, 
his knees in my back, and the preffurc of his whole 
body on my head. A Dutch fetjeant, who had 
taken his feac upon my left fhoulder, and a To^azf 
bearing on my right ^ all which nothing could have 
enabled me loAg to fupport, but the props and 
prelTure equally fuftaining me all around. The 
two latter I frequently diflodgcd, by fhifting my 
hold 00 the bars, and driving my knuckles into 
their ribs i but my friend above ftuck fait*, and 
as he held by two bars, was immoveable. 

When I had bore this ;confli£t above an hour, 
■with a train of wretched refleftions, and feeing no 
glimpfe of hope on which to found a profpe^ of 
relief, my fpirits, refolution, and every fentiment 
^f religion gave way. I found 1 was unable 
much longer to fupport this trial, and could not 
bear the dreadful thsughts of retiring into the 
inner part of the prifon, where I had before furred 
Dd fo 

* t A black Chiiftiui foMier: oraally termed fubjeAi of 
Portugal 
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(b tnuth. Sdttie iftfEMd ibiHt, tduAg die adi^aa* 
tag^ of tht^ pcHod, brbughi to 017 ftiAembranc* 
my having a fm^ chrp pebftnift ki itty pocbrr, 
vich which I deterhiiAcd ittAinily iatipett iil^artef 
ncs» and finiJh i fjrflcih M Vm^ td be bohie;, 
I had got it out, whm hcaveit tntttpofed, saA 
teftbrcd me to ih:ih fpirits aiid ^dblution. with m 
abhorrence of the itd <^ Cowardice I was jvfl 
goirtg CO commit : I exetted a-new my ftrengtb 
^d fortitude; but the repeated trials and cfiwte 
1 made to diflodge th^ infbfferabie ifacumbraBcei 
dpon me at laft ^uite exhtufted me, and towatds 
two o^:loclt, finding I mull quit the window, or 
£nk where I was, I lefolred on the fbrnier, having 
bore, truly foi- the feke of others, Mftfiitely ttibre 
for life than the bcft of it is wbfth; 

In tlie rank. c!i3ie behind »ne wis aft officer of one 
df the fhibs, whore ttame was Citey, i*h6 fi*d 
bthaved with much braverr during "the Gtgt, (hH 
trife, a Bne wonian though cotihtry-bbhii Vmuli 
not tp'it him, but atcompanied him ihto the pHIbn, 
ahd Vas one who furrivcd.) Thi« jkJbt- witteb faa 
bfeefi lohg raving fbr water and tit- 5 I tbld Km I 
was determined to givt tip life, and ittt n nti ttn de d 
his^aming my fUtion. 60 m^ ^uiniftgi he made 
4 froitlefs attettibt to get toy pUce ; bflt thi 
butcft fti^dht wtitJ fet bh tfiy fliooldtr fuppIaWcd 
him. . 

Pbor Carey eiepreHed hb rtiankfiilocTs; *ftd feid, 
ht 'woi\A give up life too ', but it was ♦hh tbe 
utrfioft labour wc torttd oiii- Sray fiiom the window* 
(IcverJil ih ihe inner ranks appearing to me de^fl 
handing •.) he lahJ himfelf down to die: and 
his death, i believe, was very Hidden ; for he waS 
aAioit, full, fangu&ieman^ his ftre^tgth was grwr, 
and I imagine, hadhenotretiraJwiA^e, IShouH 
Wcver have been able to hiVe forced my way. 

I was 
* Unable to fall hj the ttrong ind eqnal prefiuie KWtra, 
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X w«9 9t this time ienfibk of no psin and little 
uneafiQcfs : I c^ giv<; yqu no ^tter idea of my 
Gw^tim tb^i t^ rape^tit^ my fimile of the bowl of 
fpirit of h^rt^Qm, [ fquod 9 Itgppr coming on 
a>pacc, and laid myfclf dQwq l;y that gallant old 
man, tiiE rcYorend Mr. J^rvq^ Bellamy, who Uy 
^^ with his ^q the IkutfoafV, hap<d in hand, neaf- 
(i)? fouthcrmoft wait of ttje prifon. 

When I had lain ;herc fome little timt;, I ftill 
had refleftion enoug.h to fijffci fome uoeafinefs in 
the thoughts th?t I (hpuld be tratppled upori, 
when dead, ^s I myfclf had 4pne to others. With 
fome di$(;ul[}r I r^ifed mylclf, and gained the 
placfprm a fccond time, where I prefepi^ly lo^ all 
fenlaiipp ; thfi Uft trace of fenfibility djat I have 
tvfn able to recolld£t after my lyjng do^n, wa^ 
my falh I^ing uncafy about n^y waiftc, which I 
tinficd and threw from me. 

Of what paficd in this interval to the time of 
jny refgrrcft^w froqp ibis hole of horrors, I ca? 
ffj/e you no accognt ; 4fid indeed, the particulars 
mentioned by fome of the gentlemen wlw furyived^ 
(ipielf by fbe number of thofe dead* by which 
they gained a freer aecedon of air, and approach 
to the vindffvsj were fo excefliKely abfgrd an4 
frgntradJApry, as to convince me, very few of thenf 
retained their fcnfca ; or at leaf!:, loft them fooq 
after they came isto the open air, by the fever they 
cirriesl oMt wich them. 

In ray pvn erca^x froqi ablblute death the hand 
of heaven was manifeflly exerted : the maoner take 
as follows. When the day broke, and the gctjtlc- ' 
mcQ found that no intreaties could prevail to get ihe 
4por ppeoed, iccc.urredtoone of themi (1 thinic 
fO Mr. lecrctAry CQoke)4b make a fearch for i;;e, in 
hopes I might have InQucnce enough to gain a re- 
kaic from this Icene of milerv. Accordingly NlefTrs. 
]^u£bington and Walcot unorrtook the iearch, ?nd 
Dd 2 by 
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by my (hirt difcovered me under the dead upon 
the platform. They took me from thence ; and 
imagining I had fome figns of life, brought me 
toward the window I had nrll poncfllon of. 

But as life was equally dear to every man, (and 
the (tench arifing from the dead bodies was grown 
intolerable) no one would give tip his ftation in or 
near the window : fo they were obliged to carry 
me back again. But foon after Captnin Mills 
(now captain of the company's yacht) who was 
in poffcflion of a feat in the window, had the 
humanity to offer to reGgn it. I was again brought 
by the fame gentlemen, and placed in the window. 

At this junAure the Suba, who had received an 
account of the havock death had made amongft 
us, fent one of his Jemmautdaars to inquire if the 
chief furvived. They fhewcd me to him ; told 
him I had appearance of life remaining, and be- 
lieved I might recover if the door was opened very 
foon. This anfwcr being returned to the Suba, ari 
order came immcJiately for our relcafe, it being 
then near fix in the morning. 

The ffeJh air at the window foon brought me to 
life ; and a few minutes after the departure of the 
Jemmautdaur, I was reftored to my fight and 
fenfcs. But oh ! Sir, what words (hall I adopt to 
tell you the whole that my foul fuffered at review- 
ing the dreadful deftraftion ronnd me ? I will not 
attempt it ; and indeed, tears (a tribute I believe 
I (hall ever pay to the remembrance of this fccne, 
and to the memory of i^ofc br^ive and valuable 
men) ftop my pen. 

The little ftrength remaining amongft the moft 
robuft who furvived, made it a difficult talk to 
remove the dead piled up againtl the door ; lb 
that I believe it wjs more than twenty minutes 
before wc obtaini.d a palTagc out for one at a 
lime. 

.1 I had 

n,,ir„-r^'ii,G(.H)-^it 
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I had Ibon reafon to be convinced the particular 
inquiry made after me did not refulc from any 
di«atc of favour, humanity, or contrition ■, when 
I came out, I found myfelf in a high putrid fever, 

■ and, not being able to ftand, threw myfelf on the 
wet g;ral5 without the Veranda, when a melTage was 
brought me, fignifying I muft immediately attend 
the Suba. Not being capable of walking, they 
were obliged to fupport me under each arm j and 
on the way, one of the Jcmmautdaurs told me, as 
a friend, to make a full confcflion where the trea- 
fure was buried in the fort, or that in half an hour 
I fhould be fhot 00* from the mouth of a cannon *. 
The intimation gave me no manner of concern ■, 
for, at that junfture, 1 ftiould have efteemed death 
the greatell favour the tyrant could have beftowed 
upon me. 

Being brought into his prefcncc, he foon obferved 
the wretched plight I was in, and ordered a large 

■ folio volume, which lay on a heap, of plunder, to 
be brought for me to fit on. I endeavoured two 
or three times to, fpeak, but my tongue was dry 
and without motion. He ordered me wafer. As 
foon as I got fpcech, I began to recount the difmal 
cataftrophe of my miferable companions. But he 
flopt me fhort, with telling me, he . was well in- 
formed of great trcafurc being buried or fecreted 
in the fint, and that I wag privy to it % and if I ex- 
pected favour, muft difcover it. 

I urged every thing I could to convince him 
there was no truth in the information ; or that if 
any fuch thing had been done, it was without my 
knowledge. I reminded him of his repeated alTur- 
ance to me, the day before ; but he refumed the 
fubjeifl of .the treafure, and all I could fay feemed 
to gain no credit with him. I was ordered prilbner 
D d 3 , under 

* A feauoce of death common id IndoftsD. 
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under Mhir MuddoA, Oeheral of the H6uibdld 
Triobps. 

Aniongft tSt feuiftl wttTcli catried hic feom the 
iSuba^, one bafe zialtgt Mdrindr baftlt-axe, yiiech 
gavt rife, I irrragine, lo ^In Secrenry Cooke's 
belief and report to tfft fleet, thiit be raw me ear- 
ned OH^ with the e^ olf xhc ax towards fAr, to 
have my head flT^ick off. This I telicve is titt 
only ifccount yoa Will have of me, uncil I bringyou , 
a better hiylelf. B«t » rrfirtnt my 6ch}e& : I wts ' 
ordtred tO the cai*^ of Mhir Moddon's qfiartrrs, 
within the outfrard ditcfi, fohmliing fhorc w Omy-' 
chuhd^s garden 'fWhith ycro knisor is above three 
rtiiles from the foit) and *irh me Meflkors Court, 
WaJcot, and Burdct. The Vcft, who fortircd the 
fatal night, gained thei^ litje^cy, cuctpt Mrs. Carey, 
who was too young and handfooie. The dead 
bodies were promifcuoofly ihttywn into the ■ditch 
of oar unfiJiilhed ravelin, «nd 'covered "wid* thfc 
earth. 

My being treated «^h Ais IcvWity, i have 
foiSicient IVaibn to affirm, bfOoeededTOon the fol- 
lowing ctttires. The Suba's irfifMtnent for my 
ddending the fan, aAtft ttit QiTKMdr, &x. had 
abandon^ it-, his pMptifiMVtti touching the trca- 
liJrt ; and thirdly, the MtflgfctftftU'of'Omycbund *, 
in refentnimt for my Mt meafii^ him out of pri- 
fon, at foot! fis 1 !^d fhe coArftmnd oF th> ftin -, 
a circumftance, whk^ in >ihe }ustt jmd hafry of 
a£tion, n^Ver dnce occulted to tue, tir I had tier- 
tBinly-doneit i becauic-I:{hbughtfiisiinphionnient 
nnjuft. Bnt^hat the h«c& ^!MOtkRt 1 tnct ^ith^ 
may truly be atciftiwicd k-'ft gnat ^mcafutc to hit 
fu^eftion aild ihfiifttaddhs, I'am^U-ai£ired,-froni 
ehe whole 'df his Aibfei^enc doodua ^ and this 
Archer conlirn«d Hie, in 'the lime nendcraen fis 
hSttH to be my compabidhV againft each of whom 

he 

* A gnat Genwo mercfaaiu of Ctlcatta. 
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•Ite haii ooncctycd {NuticuUr mSattmaiii AOd yoff 
■kaow Qtaychuod can never forgive. 

Wc were eoDi/tyxd m i Hadccfx * w the .csoip 
jtiK Sift olf June, io thenionwig, and fogti loiukd 
witb^ers, «id ftowqiaJi&urin AJcspoy's crnt:, 
idxnK four £cct long, throe widt^ tnd abtntf xiuee 
Jiigb { ib that ve were hidf t&, half mU : AU Aigbt 
it TUDod fevaxlf . Difnial as this jvm. ic apppaced 
a paradtfe compADcd wkhisur lodging the poeceduig 
jiight. Here I became covcscd frosa hew to fbQC 
.with ivgp paioiid 'boids, the Sj&Symiptfan v( mff 
sKovery ; fcir until cbeiie ^ppeafcd, my iexfr 4vi 
not leave me. 

On the motinag x)f «he aid, ^icy marched us 
<o towi in our fctterB, under .«bc fcorchmg -bcfuns 
of an.ioieafe hot iiin, andiodgcd us acthc Dock- 
head in tbej(H3cii finall Veunds, -frooctng the jiKcr, 
where we hid a-fliKHig g^iard owr us, cooimaodoi 
-bf Buaio Sing Hazqry, ^n officer ,uoder Mhir 
Jduddm. Here ^e /Other gpntletneo broke out 
JikewUe in boils all over their bodies [a baf^y cir- 
cwnftuioe, <which, as I .afterwards leirned» at- 
tended every ooe who came out of the Black- 
H»k.) 

On our arrival at this place, wc foon were avfin 
'to uoderftand, we ibould be embarked for Muxa- 
jdabad -f-, v^re J thuik you have never .been ; .and 
fincel have brought you.thiu far, you may .as wejl 
:take this-trip with us likewire. I have. much .leirui;e 
on myhandsatipieftDCt and, you know, youmAjr 
.chofe yow-lcifure for petu&l. 

We fee DUE on our travels from the Dock-b^ 
tlis 24th in the afternoon, and were embarked oii 
jk lacgie WolUck |, containing part .of Bundo 
.Sii^s pbnder, ice. She bulged a-ihore a littl<£ 
4fior we ftt off, and broke one of her floor timbers : 
X).d,4 however 

*. A ce«ch drtwn by (nun, f The apital of Setigal. 

t A large boat. 
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however they puflied on, dioughOie mode io much 
water Ihe could hardly fwim. Our bedftead and 
bedding were a platform of loofe unequal bamboos 
laid'Oti the bottom timbers : fo that when they bad 
been negligent in baiUng, we frequently waked 
with halt of us in the water. We had hardly any 
cloaths to our bodies, and noching but a bit of 
mat, and a bit or two of old gunny- bag, which we 
b^ged at the Dock-head to defend us from the 
fun, rains, and dews. Our food only rice, and 
the water along-fide, which, you know, is neither 
very clean, nor very palatable, in the rains : but 
there was enough of it without Icrambling. 

In fhort. Sir, though oiir diftreiTes in this fitua- 
tion, covered with tormenting boils, and loaded with 
irons, will be thought, and doubdefs were, very 
deplorable \ yet the graceful confideration of our 
being fo providentially a remnant of the faved, 
made every thing elfe appear light to us. Our 
rice and water-dier, dcfigned as a grievance to us, 
was certainly our prefervation : for, could we(cir- 
cumltanced as we were) have indulged in flelh and 
wine, we had died beyond'all doubt. . 

When we arrived at Hougly fort, I wrote a 
ihort letter to governor Bifdom (by means of a 
pencil and blank leaf of a volume of Archbilhop 
TiUotfon's fermons given us by one of our guarc^ 
]>art of his plunder) advifing him of our miierable 
plight. He had the humanity to difpatch three 
fcveral boats ^ter us, with frefti piovifions, iiquors, 
cloaths, and money ; neither of which reached us. 
But, " Whatever is, is right." Our rice and 
water were more falutary and proper for us. 

Matters ridiculous and droll abundantly occurred 
in the courfe of our trip. But thefc I will ^ftponc 
for a pcrfonal recital, that I may Uugh with you* 
and will only mention, that my hands alone being 
free from impofthumcs, I was obliged for. fqme 
-' ' time 
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rime to turn nurre, and feed my poor diftreflcd 
. companions. 

When we came oppoiite to Siantipore, they found 
the Wollack would not be able to proceed further, 
for want of water in the river j and one of the 
guard was fent a-Ihore to demand of the ZS(!hiindar* 
of that diftrift, light boats to carry prifoners of 
ftate under their charge to Muxadabad. The Ze- 
mindar, giving no credit to the fellow, muftercd 
his guard of pykcs, beat him, and drove him 
away. 

This, on the return of the Burkandafe, raifed a 
moft furious combullion. Our Jemmautdaar or- 
dered his people to arms, and the refolution was to 
take the Zemindar and carry him bound a prifoner 
to Muxadabad. Accordingly they landed with 
their fire-arms, fwords, and targets ; when it oc- 
curred to one mifchievous mortal amongft them, 
that the taking me with them, would be a proof 
of their commilTicMi, and the high ofieoce the 
Zemindar had committed. 

Being immediately lu^ed afhore, I ut^ed the 
impoiTibiliiy of my walking, covered as my Iqjs 
were with boils, and leveral of them in the way 
of my fetters ; and intreated, if I muft go, that 
they would for the time take olT my irons, as ic 
was not in my power to efcape from them j for 
they faw I was hardly able to ftand. But I might 
as well have petitioned tygers, or made fupplicatton 
to the wind. 1 was obliged to crawl : They figniBed 
to me, it was now my bufmefs to obey, and- that I 
fliould remember, I was not then in ijie Kella of 
Allynagore f . Thus was I marched in a fcorch- 
ing fun, near noon, for more than a mile »nd 
half } my legs running in a ftrcam of blood from 
(he irritation of my hons, and' myfi^ icady to 
.-.t ... ... ■ . drop 

f A prD[>Ti<tor of land. f The name giren to 

Calcutu, by tite Saba, after th;'Cfptuie. * 
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drop every ftep ifitii exceffive fiuntDeii wd uqo 
fpeakable pain. 

When we came near the Gutcheny of the diftriia, 
the Zemindar wkh his pyket was drawn op Kady 
to lecnve us ; but as (oon as tbey ptelciued ow 
to him as a pnfoner of ftaie, cQimatcd aod valued 
to them at four lack d Rupees *, he confcflcd 
himfetf lenQble of hts miftake, aod nude ao Curihcr 
Ibew of Tcfillance. The JeaHiuutdtMr icizcd bim, 
and gave ordtn to have him bound aod (eoc xo the 
boat : but on his making further fubmiilion, aod 
promifiQg to get hoatafi-CKS S«uipoic to feod after 
tM, and agreeing to pay then -tor the trouble he 
iiad caab^ he was rcka^ aod matters 4ccooa>- 
iMxkied. 

i was become fo very law and weak with tbi* 
end tmvd, that k wac lotne time bifon thev 
vovdd venture to maich me back % and tlK ** baxd- 
** hearted villains," far Uieir own falACs* wese m 
laft oUig^ to carry meiMrt of the way> and Al- 
port me the reft, coveritjg me from the fiio vith 
their flddds. A ;poor fellow, one of -our Uoder- 
Gocnaftaus of Sant^x)re, feeiiigme at the Catcher- 
i;y, knewme, aod, wiihio»rsiahis-e^, .prefeotcd 
me whii a bunch <of ^aaains, the half -of which 
mj ffuard plundcfcd hf ibe way. 

Weiicparted from hence ^oQAy, in«cpeSatioD 
tff boats :fidIowii^ lus, -but thi^ never <^nie i and 
1^ next nday (I think Ac Mbiaf June) ^ey prefled 
a faiall open fiQuiig>dingy, and -en^urked .ua oa 
that,. with twoof our^;ttani«Bly } forw &&t -any 
moremnM havefunk^er. Herewehad-abedof 
ban^Moa, fomethioK toSm^ I think, than thofe of 
the vreat boat} ntc », they woe foraothing 
Aromwc, bvb we were:i<»d>&)«Bed forTOom, chat 
iwe 'ponld WK Air ^withowE «tir-fi;a«ra bruifii^ oar 
<Oinii or each othera boils i and were in woeful 
difticls 

• ■J0,'«0©1i 
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«tiftrcfi iwhedt not anivina at Muxaolabad until 
the 7th of July in the afternoon. We were aU 
this wUc espoftd to OB« <reguhr fucccf&an of 
iuavj rflin* «r intenlc (uD:Jhiae, and nothing to 
deftnd <tG irom -eitber. 

But then dcHi't let mt iorget our blcQiogs ; for 
b; the good-nature of one of out* guard, ShaUce 
BodeU we now and then latterly got a few plan- 
cunst otuotu, pwched rice, with J>ggree*« and 
the bitter grcm, called Curella: all which were 
to us luxAmoUS iodulgcBcicB, and made the rice go 
down dekciauny. 

On the 7th of July, 'Carly In the-morniog, we 
came in iight of ^he ^nch fa&ory. J had a leuer 
pi<epared for Mr. Law the Chief, and prevailed 
with toy fnend Bodul* to put to there. On the 
feceipt of my letter, Mr. Law, with much polite- 
nefs and humanity, came down to the water^ide^ 
and remnocd near an hour with us. He gave the 
Shaike a genteel ,pT€&nt for his civitities, and o£- 
fered hfm acenflt^rable reward and fecur^y, if he 
would permit us to land for an hour's refrelhment : 
but he replied, his head would pay for the indul- 
ffacc. After Mr. Law had given us a fupply of 
doatbs, linen, pfovifiona, liquors, -aodcalh, we \fi£t 
bis factory >wfth grateful hearts and compliments. 

We could not, as you may imagiQc, JoRg relift 
touchii^ our ftock of provi&uiss but however 
temperate we thought our&lves, we were all ^'. 
ordered more or lefs by this firft indulgence. A 
few hours after I was feiud with a painful inflam- 
mation in my right 1% -and thigh. 

PaBing by our fort and factory at CoQunbuzar, 
Fftifed fome melaacholy Tefledions amongft us. 
About four in the afternoon we landed at Muza- 
fhi|)adf aod were conduced to^ -aad depofitcd itf 
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an open liable, not far from the Suba's palace in 
the city. 

This march, I will freely confcfs to yoo, dicw 
tears of difdain and anguifh of lieart from mc ; 
thus to be led like a felon, a fpeftacle to the inha- 
bitants of this populous city ! My foul could not 
fupport ilfclf with any degree of patience; the 
pain too arifing from my boils, and inflamma- 
tion of my leg, added not a little, I believe, to 
the deprcfTion of my fpirits. 

Here wc had a guard of Moors placed on one 
fide of us, and a guard of Gcntoos on the other; 
and being dedtncd to remain in this place of pur- 
gatory, i:ntil the Suba returned to the city» I can 
give you no idea of our fuffrrings. The immenfe 
crowd of fpe^tators, who came from all quarters 
of the city to facisfy their curioGty, Co blocked vs 
up from morning till night, that 1 may truly fay 
we narrowly efcaped a fecond fuffocation, the 
weather proving exceeding fultry. 

The firft night after our arrival in the ftable, I 
was attapkcd by a fever ; and that night, and the 
next day, tlie inflammation of my leg and thigh 
greatly increafcd: but all terminated the fecond 
night in a regular fit of the gout in my right-foot 
and ankle; the firft and laft fit of this kind I ever 
had. How my irons agreed with this new vjfitor 
I leave you to judge; for I could not by any 
intrcaty obtain liberty for fo much as that poor 
leg. 

During our refidence here; we experienced every 
aft cf humanity and friendthip from Monf. L.aw 
and Mynheer Vernet, the French and Dutch Chiefs 
of Coflimbuzar, who left no mccns unefiaycd to 

{jrocure our releafe. Our provtfions were rcgu- 
arly fcnt us from the Dutch Tanklal * in Coricm.- 
abad 1 and we were daily vifitcd by Mcflrs. Rofs 

* Tjie Dutcli Mint neat Mmsdabad. 
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arrd Elcfiohe, the Chief and Second there; and 
indeed received fuch inftances of comtntferation 
arid affeftibn from Mynheer Rofs, as will ■■ ever 
claim my-moft grateful remembrance. 

The whole body of Armenian merchants too 
were moft' kind and tiiendly to us; particularly 
Aga Manuel Satoor : we were not a little indebted 
to the obliging good-natured behaviour of Mel&s. 
Haftings and Chambers, who gave us as much of 
their. company as they could. They had obtained 
their liberty by the French and Dutch Chiefs be- 
coming bail for their appearance. This fecurity 
was often tendered for us, bat without efiift. 

Th& nth of July the Suba anivcd in the city, 
and with him Bundoo Sing, to whofe houfe we 
were removed that afternoon in a Hackery ; for I 
was not able to put my foot to the ground. Here 
we were confirmed in a report which had before 
reached us, that thcSuba, on his return to Houghly, 
made enquiry for us when he rcleafed MelBcurs 
Watts and Coilett, &c. with intcntbn to releafc 
us elfo; and, that he had cxprefTed Tome refent- 
ment at Mhir Muddon for having fo haftily lent us 
up to Muxadabad. This proved a very pleafing 
piece of intelligence to us ; and gave us reafon to 
hope the ilTue would be nure favourable to us than 
we expeSed. 

Though we were here lodged in an open Bungulo 
only, yet we found ourfehres relieved from the 
crowd of people which had. llifled us at the fiable, 
and once' more breathed the fre(h ait. We weA; 
treated with much kindnefs and refpeft by Bundoo 
Sing, who generally paflcd fome time or other of 
the day with us, and feaibed us with hopes of bc-^ 
ing foon relcafed. 

The 15th we were condufted in a hackery to 

the Kella*, in order to have an audience of the 

■Suba, 

'The leatoftheSuba'srefidencein the city of Muxadabad. 
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Suba, and ksov our Sttc, Vfe were hsftt abtgnt 
an hour in the fun oppoltte tho git« \ vwllt ben 
wc, bx fevtral of hia ooiniflirrt brought oot dif* 
gntced, in the caftody of SoMapurdan, ud (Uf* 
nificd from their employs, who but kfcw mwiitcs 
befora we had fcea enter the K^ in tho uunft 
potnp and tiugnificencc. 

Receiving ^vice, that we Iboqld bivc no a»T 
dicnce or admittance to tW Suba that d*y» w< 
were dcpbliied again ac our former lodzings, tfao 
fi^tr> to be at hand^ and had the nomneacion f»E 
pofikig another night there. 

The i6th in the morniag an old iemalc attoh 
dant on Miyverdj Camis Be^m-\t paid a vifit to 
our ShaUee, and difcouHiKi half an hour vidi him. 
Overhearing part of the aHiyerfation to be favour* 
'able to us, i obtained the whok from htm ; and 
kamed, thac at a fea& the prcccdine »i^it, i^ 
^egum had Iblliciinl. mxt liberty, and uv the SmIm 
had promiied he would rdeafc us oo the morrow. 
This, you may believe, gave ui no Jmid) iprOi \ 
but at noon all our hopes were da&ed by «~ piece 
»t insclltgeaoe from Buadoo Sing, inoptying, tbtt 
an order «as prepared, and ready to pofs the fc«], 
for rrtunniiig us in irons to Rjy^'Monickchuad, 
governor oi' Allyn^oor, the name the SttiM had 
given to Calcutta. 

. I need BotTcH you wiuca thunderclap tittipnH'nl 
to UI in the viry hei|^ of our flactcnog eirpeft^- 
tioos V lor i was ^ to mj-tfelf, well eonvinecd I 
Ibould never haw gpc abvc ouc of the hands of 
that rapadoui haipy, who is a gcnuins Hindoo;^ 
in the very worft aateptaiion of the word } ijtenN 
fbce. fiom that moment, gave up every hope of 
hbcrty. 

. Men 

t The dowiger prtncefi, gruidinochct of Surajad Dowla. 
{ Uiodoo 01 Gentoo. 



n,yn,-.^hyGoOgle 



i 41* ] 

McB in ^ii ftate ti nwiA are generatff pretty 
iaff. H is hope which giv«s wuEicty, We dined 
and laid oufiirivrs down to Deep ; and for mj own' 
patt^ I never £i^oyed a founder ^ernoon't nap. 

' Towards fire the Shaike waked nie with notice, 
that tid Subft woukl prefetidjr pafs by to his palac* 
of Mooceejeclj We roufed, and dcftred the guard 
i^ould keep the view clear for us. When the Suba 
caine in fights we made him the uftial Salaam ; and' 
when he came abreaft of us, he ordered his liner 
to' ftop, and ui to be called to him. We advanced i 
and I ^dKllbJ him in a (bort fpeechr letting forth 
odr Aifitringa, and petiuoned for Our liberty. The 
wretched fpeftacfc wt made muft, I think, have 
made an impreffion on a breaft the m(A bnjtal j 
and if he ii capable of pity or coatrttion, hb he^ 
felt it then, I think it appi^red in fpight of him 
in his coutKenatice. He gave me no reply ; but 
oidered a Sootapurdar and Chubdaar, immtxliately 
CO fet our irons citt ofF, and to condu^ us wherever 
we chofe to go, and to take care we received no 
trouble nor infult } and having repeated this order 
diftinf^ly, direded his retinue to go on. As ibon 
as our legs were free we took boat and proceeded 
to the Tankfail, where we were received and en- 
tertained with real joy and humanity. 

Thus, my worthy friend, you fee us reftored to 
liberty, at a dme when we could entertain no pro- 
bable hope of ever obtaining it. T^ foundation 
of the alarm at noon was this : Moneloll, the Suba's 
Dewan, and Ibme others, had in the morning 
taken no fmall pains to convince the Suba, " That, 
** norwichftanding my loflcs at Jllyvagcre^ I was 
*' {lilt poOeflcd of enough to pay a conGdcrablc 
*' fum for my freedom -, and advifed the fending 
*• me to Monickcbuttdt who would be better able 
*' to trace out the remainder of my effcfts." To 
this, I wtt lifta t - w g A M£anM< the Suba replied : 
3 " U 
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** It may be ; if lie has any thing' lefc, let Mm 
" keep it : his fuiferiiigs have been great » he IhalL 
*f have bis libeny." Whether this was the refult 
of his own fentiments, or the confequence of his 
promife the night before to the old Begum, I can- 
not fay ; but l«licvev *e.owe our frKdom partly 
to both. 

Being tnyfelf opce ^ain at liberty, it is nme I 
Ibould releafe you. Sir, alio from the unplcafing 
travel I have led you in this narrative of our di- 
ftreiTes, from our entrance into that fatal Black- ' 
Hole. And, Ihall it after all be faid, or evea 
thought, that I can poflibly have arraigned or com- 
mented too feverely on a conduct which alone 
plunged us into thefe unequalled fufferings ? I 
nope not. ] am. 

Dear. Sir, 

Your molt faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. HOLWELUi 
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LIST of the Smothered in tht Black-Hole 
Prifoni exclujhe of Sixiy-nitie, (ccnflUng of'Dmc)\ 
dBil Englifh Serjeants, Cerperab, Soldiers, Topaz's, 
Militia, IVbites and Portugucze, wbafe Names 
I am unacquainted veitb), making en tte wbeie. 
One hundred and twatty-tbree Perfotis. 

Of Ceuneil. 



E. Eyre 1„, 
Wm. BaUlie j"1 


The Reverend Jcrvas 


"• BeU 


lamy. 


Gentlemen In the Service, 


Meflh. Jcnks 


Meflrs 


. Harod 


Revdy 




P. Johnttone 


Law' 




Ballai-d ' 


Coalcs. Enf. Mil. 


N. Drake 


Valicourt 




Carfe 


>b 




Knapton 


Toriano 




Goffing . 


E.Pagc 




Bing 


■S. Page 




Dod 


Grub 




Dalrymple. 


Sireet 






MilUery Captains^ 


Clayton 


Witherington. 


Buchanan 


Ueutinants. 




Bidiop 




Simfon 


Hays 




Bellamy. 


Blagg 


a/ifw. 




Paccard 


C. 


Wedderburn 


Scot 


Dumblcton, Enf, M'J. 


Haftings 







£i 
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SerJeantSt £^c. 

Serjeant Major Abraham -j e..;---*, 

Quarter-Maftcr Scr- Cartwright{ ^^Kj! 
jcant Bleau 3 

Hunt Guy 

Ofbumc Porter 

Purnell, furvivcd the W, fsxkti 

nighti but died the Caulker 

next day. BendaU 

Mefirs. Carey Atkinfon 

Stcphenfon Leech^ Wc G?^, 



LIST of theft who Sitrvived tJbg Black. 

Hole Prifm. 

Mcflrs. Holwell Capt. Dickfon . 

Court Mr. Moran 
Secretary Cooke John Meadows, and T2 
LuQiinglon Military and Militi^ 

Burdec Blacks and White^ 

Enf. Walcott fome of whom reco- 

Mrs. Carey vered when the doap 

Capt. M.ill^ was open. 
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Mr. Vansittart's Condufit, 

IH CONCLUDIKG THE 

Treaty of Commerce 

WITH 

MHIR COSSIM ALY CHAWN. 
AT MONGHEER. 



a SERVANT oE the COMPANY, 
long icCdent in BENGAL. 
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T O T US . 

PROPRIETORS 

■ . . OF . 

E' A S~T J N D I A STOCK. 



IN the' ccfiitCe of altetcation oh yoiir affairs at 
Bengal, many injurious infinuations have been 
Tevtllcd at the condiia and charaftcf of the Gentle- 
man how ^(rcfiding thefc; amongft: thele, the 
grcafeft ftrels"Ieems to be laid on two acculations; 
to Wit, (he'-Treatf of Commerce made at "Morigi- 
heer, and a Model of Cannon prcfenred by i£r, 
Vanfiitart to Mhir Coffirii AlyKhan. Thefirftof 
thefe charges ma^ be (in part) founded on ignorance : 
the fecond, on" prehicditated malice only. From 
boih we ■ undertake to exculpate him. Mach has 
been faid touching <he liberties of the Company's 
phirmaunds from the Great Moguls, and Confi- 
deiice aflerts they were given up by Mr. VanGttart 
in the treaty of commerce he concluded at Mon- 
gheer. Lee us examine this faft firft^ and clear ic 
of die veil'of darkticfs that covers it. 

When Mrl Surman (head of the embalTy lent 
by the Company to the emperor Farrucfecr, to 
foticit the laft phirmaund, atid explanation of 
former grants) was on his return to Fore Wil- 
liam, he pitched his tents in the neighbourhood of 
MoorQiadabad-, and having acquired from the Em- 
peror a title and rank in the liif of Omrahs, fonle- 
thing fuperior to that which Jaflicr Ktian (then 
£ e 3 Suba 
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Suba of Bengal) bore, Mr. Surman expend 
ttw-fipft vifib— — Jaffier Klian allowed Mr. Swt 
man's fupcrtor titk,' but confidcring himfclf in 
rank the third Suba of the empire, and Vice-Roy 
of Bengal c<xifirmod from court, thought the dig- 
nity of his poft demanded the Brft vim from Mr. 
Sunnan : frequent meffiMgers pafled betwen them, 
touchmg this ceremonial, for the fpace of three 
days i out neither fiooping, Mr. Surman ftruck 
his tents, and returned to Calcutta.— Thus an 
jnjudiciou& punftilio la Mr. Sonntn deftrofcd all 
future cordiality with a man, on whom {from the 
nature and power of hb poft) fo much depended, 
fm the due execution of thole phimuwds granted 
by Famideer. 

We grant, that in the original phirmaunds to thf 
Company, tbere was. a gjcnctal liberty of tradf! 
given* without toy oceonpdon of particvAars } but 
whoi this general trade^ ai weU inland a^ ezpprtr 
and iadpons, continiNd to be exercifed by the ierr 
vaatB w the Company «5 formerly, JuGer Khan 
pralcntly manifefted the wfentBrKnt he had con- 
caTtti againfl: th^ English at Mr, Wurman's hcr 
Jundar to him i and though hit piedecefibrs had 
becntroublelbinFQn this bead, yet be went much 
funher. 

His firft opcratiw» were, reefing us tlie right 
of ttiini^, and fpiriting up the Zemindafs, pro- 
prietDn (^ the 37 viUi^ on the 'Othv fide the 
Ganges ; both ttded to the Company b; the phir- 
maund. Thefe Zen^indars kt^ up their denunds 
£> high* and ftarted la many diificuUics with re- 
gard to parting with.thdr lands, that the Company 
have oever g9t po^lH^ of them to this day : from 
the Hunt CAufc, their . pre^dcncy of Fort WiUiam 
was eternally inconurml^ 1^ a vexatious govpm- 
nientfs jurifdiftion it} the vpry . heart of Calcutta, 
known by the names <^ Molungah, Simlca, 8cc. 

His 
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Mis next &cp was to cl^m an cxecgtlvC right to 
the trade 'of three the moft ftaple and lucrative 
articles of tobaeco, f^c and beetlenut ; alleging,' 
that from time immeniorial none had prcfumed to 
trade in thcfc thnre articles, buf thoft! who had his 
particular licence and ckp^s purwann^h. He 
iSgnified' thcfc ftntimcrtts to thd Prefidcncy, and 
prohibited the Company or their ftrvants trading in 
them for the future. 

The Company's fcrvants ftill perfiftr^ to trade 
bi thefe articles, Jafficr Khan ftoppcd'the Com- 
pany's whole trade and inveftment for Europe, 
which could never again obtains currency, but by 
the payment of a fcvereintrfft, of one, two,- threei 
and fomctimca four lacks of rupees at a time. 

The fame fyftetn of -politics was pcrfucd by- his 
fucceflbr, until the Company at home being wearied 
out with continued advices of thcfc contefts between 
the Government and their Bengal fcrvBRts, came 
to a refokition of rclinquHhing uieir right to the 
trade of thefe diree articles, tobacco, fait, and 
beetle nut, for themfelvcs, and ftriftly prohibited 
their fervants ever interfering in them, on pain of 
immediate difmifTion from^ their fervice ; and thefe 
commands were repeatedly iltued by the Coort of 
Dircftors to their wiVanttf abroad. Henceforward 
the fervants were content to trade in thefe articles 
under the covert Of a Mahometan duftick (or paflP 
port.) This thcV did on the beft terms they poflibly 
could with the Mahometan merchant, which was 
gener^ly a condderation of 25 per cent, a conli'- 
deration very moderate on articles that commonit 
yield a profit of 80 to 150 per cent. This 25 per 
cent, was a clear pront, without rifque,' to the 
merchant who gave his name, provided he was in 
favour at the Durbarj but at the worft, he was 
always able to get off fot* paying 8 or 10 per cent, 
cuftoms fln the trade he covered, and put the reft 
Ee 4 into 
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ii)to his pocket. Sometinics a joint trade wat. 
entered inco in copannerlhip, though not always in 
equal proporiions. 

. The continual abufe of the Company's iJufticks, 
by their Servants, has been for thJE Ipace of forty 
years laft paft, another great caule for repeated 
juft complaiots from the Durbar i for thereby the 
Emperor was robbed of his legal cuftoms on a 
GonBderable proportion of the trade of the pro- 
vinces.-— As the nature of the Company's duftick.- 
and the nuTchiefsariUng from the abufe of it, muft 
be little known to you ; a (Hart explanation of 
both, beccurcs here abfulutely. ncceflary to your 
information, 

The Company's duAick Js a padport for their 
trade, .ifTued under their bfo^d PerHan Furwannah 
ieal, or. feal .of office, figned by the Preiiden^ and 
coumer-figned by the Secretary to the Council, 
fpecifying the quantity^ number, package and 
quality of the goods to bepafTcd by virtue of that 
partkularduttick, clear of all duties, let, hindrance, 
or obitruaions from the ^ovfinment's guards, and 
receipts of qutlom fettkd on different parts of the 
rivers and othcf inland .parts of the provinces.— 
^hc dullick was .alio occafionally iffucd by the 
chiefs of your fubordinate factories, under the 
fame formalities ; and whether from the Prelidency 
or Sut^rdinates, always IpeciBed the place from 
whence the goods came, and were dcftined i and 
with the particulars before recited, were let forth 
both in Englilh and Perfiao, and a res^r regu- 
larly kept of every duiiick Iffued. The dufticJc 
wa^ drawnin Pcrfian^.as well as EngVifh, becaule 
at every Government's chowkey there was ftationed 
aPcrfian Moonfpce(WrijEro!rSecretary)on thepart 
of tiie Got^emmcni, who being a ftran'ger to the 
Englifli language, the Company's trade mighj other- 
wife be fiablc to obllruiition, delay, lols ana damage. 
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by a . Iqiiger'.ilcttnuon in thrifi boats, ftt ^metlmes 
incletncrn.feffGDOS of the year,. ;., '. -■''*^ "*?,,. 

Youi: fcjvants,' down to cb(;ji}niflr Writer, wcr^ 
entitled to a iluftick on apj^liqat^.ofi,*!fort)ic!p^' 
tcftipn oJf 'I'ls priyate fade,, ,T]ti<? wilBatii oF ^':4j 
j|i:*antin§'this liberty 'and induJgROc.e,.and'tHe.'con-' 
ttnuing It fa'Iong, after rho f^tal^qonfequchccs w«Je 
vifible, are points I, will not fi^re difcufs. Let ic 
fuffice, that I lay the abufe of .It^gave too jurt:''a 
handle to the Govcrnmcnit for irccjuently put^in^ ^ 
ftop'tq the, pp3,Yiri6^,<^f.'ybur inVeftment iri evtrry, 
parii'ofthe-prbVince?, forbnei two^ ami fopietinj.q^ 
three montris -togetneri' uniil bougtii' off. fay .the^ 
payment of "a "high mul£t,; yjfijcti gcnerairy^£T^% 
higher the;tonger, a ftatid was niaKle againl^ itt . TJitJj 
hafc r known -a' contentioij of this kindj which 
rnignt eafily Cin,.the bcgnrving of an embaixb lai^ 
on your inyeftnient) hW^ been compromlftfj foe 
Jifty or a hanj^red tboiifarid fupres, coft!yo,u,"aC 
the end of t^o (^' ,0if ep months,' three or foijrjacjts.' . 
Though the.pgjicy of the jgovemmcnt wi\'5. invjirl- 
able.in'thiS par.Cicurar pf'tbe^bufe of theldyl^cjlc,^ 
(ps/prnieriy touching bur tracing in the th'ree' prch 
fiibited ' a1-ticles of lalt, ' to^3C(;p apd bcylepuij 
they never, before the 'times of the SutJa'a ilTly 
Verdy Khaii and Sui-ajud. Dowla, ,tTiedT,C3ted"'t7i6 
'^tta,c;K and deftruflion of yoiir forts and g^rrlfbris j 
theft:- had' new' and' particular rnotives;; ,'fti"roec 
Subas, on a "tranfereflion'cichcr in the one. or i;1ic 
other of the two before-mentioned caufes, putan 
immediate flop to. the provifion of your liiveft- 
meiits, by la/irig a'prohibiiion on the weavefs.^nd 
others employed in your manyfaiftures, furrounding 
your fubordinates with guards, and cuttirtg off 
iiipfilies of provlfions, &c. They knew the im- 
portance of your invellmenis, ' and the fcafons foi: 
the difpatch of it to Europe, and knew alfo you 
could hardly fuftain yourfelves under the failure 

of 
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of one year's returos i all diis tliey were per&Aly 
Acquainted with, and therefore knew your fervants 
muft oeceflarily fubmic, fooner ot- later, to any 
terms they thcHi^t fit to impofe i a cotiAderadon 
all<L which Ihoula have determined your PrcQdency 
to nnilh every difpute of this kind with all poQible 
expedition. I wul not fay thefe exafbions would 
not h^ve been made, had oo real caufe been given; 
Eght pretences arc fuflicient for arbip-jry goTcm- 
mcnts to aft . upon i but whwe real caufc czifted, 
which (regarding cheabufeof the duliick at leaft) 
was too trOly the cafe, we cannot furcly much won- 
der at ic Bijt to explain the patiire of this abufe 
of youi; duftick, la conftatiUy the fource of com- 
plaints fropi the durlKir : , 
'. Whe6 youth BrA embark in' vour fervi^ at the 
4ge of 15 or t6f it cannot be reafonably fappokd 
they fet out , with any fi^pd princyles of moraJ 
reftitude ; certfetjuently the good dilpofitions they 
may hare ac^bired by a careful education, become 
too much liable to be perverted, by deGgning 
artful. men. 'Thefe' youne g^tletnen, on the^ 
arrival m &engal,^ntertaln a fervant, under the 
(JenogiuiaxiQn of A Banian, who, in the general, 
Sooa becomes their mafter, and continues that 
power and influence over ^m, more or lefs, as 
long as they refide in India ;, but more efpeciaUy, 
if tne Banian happens to be poflef&d of a capiol 
(hat can be kfliuing to his fnominal) mafter in 
trade, the young gentleman himfelf rarely having 
« capital of his own to begin with. 

Thele Banians are either fimply fo, or merchants 
as well as Banians. In general, they have no 
principle to be the rule of their actions, but gain j 
this is thdr fole purfuit, and to accomplifh it they 
ftick at nothing, fo they can guard againft a de- 
te&ion of their rogueries. 

a 
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If tbfy.'ore B^nfa&ii (}mply fa called,, they aifs 

moftlf .t^ob vf .fqme i\^vc merchant, .i^hoti; prin- 

^ipjes^ojf .w^Utjde wc; not » whit bcttcrthan the 

■ TJw Scdta (9 Ge^KJo Caft, (o calW) and thf 
ftUwr Cftmpfiny's IJa^ney mcrdiaius, ,?^.'nrovided 
^irwtvefljqents.qnti) the yi^r 1753^. rflf(Uyt?efoT¥ 
i^tfcriod. Awped tf) ^.^i9n^ to the eeatlemea 
in fpw ierficc i tNAtfrom th^t period^ ^ingthc 
incpfiEtFe. was adopted for. providing yourinve^oicn^ 
by your own goinaftahs pr fatfti^rs at the Atupga, 
t^ey candefcendvd to ferve eit^r.i,n.j pcfrcm, or 
^ Bftnians who; wei;-^ cfvtirely dependant pn them.. 
; ' Thefe Dadncy m^rch^s, whillt they cotuinuod 
in that.eiQi^, always had:. the ^4"^ m. bring 
dowfi.tbeir own private; tiQpds (Wd merchandizf 
with the .Cotnpa»y'*. wi^Mj ^he cover, arid protccj- 
tion of the fame duftiek ; but being in: the..a^v^ 
0lCiltH>Ded year Arippe^ . gf^ that ^eans of'.eluding^ 

ea. king's d.\lties, they Q^ on another which they 
icw had been £^^ IpngurmrucccfsfuUy pnaiftifcd 
by- th¥ Banians i th^t i$,. cf>reriag tbcir trade bj 
l^e Coippany'ft <^fti4i<^,.-«btii^Q0d chiefly fr^m youi; 
junior'fervants. .-;: • ... , ., ,] 

: Various werejhe .^rrqs of thi^ jlliBtjcinpafl^ 
IbunctiEn^ the Contp^y's io-vai^t jw^ -eotiited Vf 
Ttht .iith,' or I of thejpr^Bts on^e uade hjcpvctr ^ 
<d'. Ac other tiqie^ with Ibrrow- 1 ^peilf^ it, your ' 
duftickwas iold at varies pricesi froin.2o6.t(i if 
xupcas each ; anb to fi^ch . a ihatnefnl piofttt'utioa 
did tbiii tf:ade in ,dufticl^^.c6me t^, that it was a» 
unconjnjon ibinftfo fee ,pp ihf rcgift^r a trade t^ 
«wfl , l»ck per annum p arripd on in appearance by 
jKrtwit -itnOJVB ocvcr to have been woiih five 
pouod^'ip thpir lives, w^v that.had credit, to this 
' ittoount in. your Frofidfncy. Saniecii^s they cn- 
S*g^ in %,J9int tracle, th^ , Banian or nierchaiiF 
£odids.thfi (;apit^l,, in thc.courle bf-whlch if yt^Vf 
-■■ ■-■ .-:. .- : - ! . j: :.; ; ■ . ■■ • Bryant 
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ftfvant tame 'in fof- i-ifith of the-pR^ts he *ras 
well O0", but ofteper was brought in debtor. 
■ The Govemmfcrit's fpies in the fcftlemetit- were 
Well.acqu^ntpd wiih proftiiutions and abufe of the 
Corrlpany's Diiftick, and fcnt daily advices (hereof 
to th? Durbar, where it.ofcd to be often fhwwft 
out in ' tcrrorem, *' that they had - a kmg Duftick 
*• account to fettle wirfithe Enelilh." — Andgori- 
Jud-Dowtj iiri756, declared lie would Jirovefrotrt 
vouchers in'' his poffeffion '• that the-Englift had 
** defr'audetd'the King in his revenues," by covej-ing 
** tKc trade of his fubjedts With their Dottielcs, to 
" the 'amount of one Corore and a half' (<)ne milticiA 
•* fivc'hti'ndred thoufand pound' ftifrling) -in -the 
** fpade of fifty years."* Howfoerct-.this -'tfhirge 
was exaggerated, it is' a truth, that the fofti erf the 
fiiiuds' arifirigfrtirn'this'ift)\m jua^l^e-'miift have 
becnycryimportant.- ■ ; ' ' ■ .-■; ,.-,:. 
'- Tcriir •Com' of Diteftors*ereYo ftrfi&ble-of the 
repeated abyfc of this widtilgence, th'at, I thinkl 
there are na*lefe than'Stfe" and twerrfy iTAN*iNo 
Orders' Agarnftittranfmitted to your Prefideftt and 
Council of Fort "William from the'ySar 1704 td 
1756, each of theie orders direfting, dn'dmet^bnv 
reffitiition -of thfc King's dudes; imtnediate <lif- 
■1111(1100 from the fervice, and the dggreJRft to b* 
lent to England -on 'the firft returning (hip ; biA 
hotwitWhnding thefe ondcR, -And the uttnWft vigi* 
Jancedf your Council abroad to (jrevent (his prao 
tice, it was 'fburid impoflible. The ftrohgeft pro^ 
.iiibirionsi themoft folemrt oaths, proved iiwfFe^ual-t 
^d though it was notonoudy knowa, that there 
Vas hardly wiy period of your fervice, that- there 
wetCTiot feme of your fcrvants who had ndvifit^ 
■means of fubfiftihg, but on this trade of Dufti^ksj 
yet» ftrange to tell ! we find few examples made 
of the aggrclTors on the records of the Comipai^. 
This can be accounted for, onlyfrom ihtidifflcutof 
of full detcAion ; but fufcly in, this cale, where 

it tbc 



t 4*9 J 

the very -exiAence of- the Coippany was liable to be 
brpi^hc into hazard, firoog and gUrmg prefumpr 
tioo.of the fa£t fltould have been deemed proof 
fuflicient % the more efpcciaUy, as it was long evi- 
dent, nothingbutexamplesmadeof thi^prefumptive 
proof, would be capable of. putting a total {top to 
a practice that had fo often embroiled, and diftrelTed 
your affairs ; and was at lad em of thofe caufes 
afligned by Surajud Dowla, for that deftruftion 
brought on your Bengal fcttlcments in 1 756, Thefe 
examples Aiould not have been conBncd to your 
Servants only, but Ihould have been extended to 
the Black Merchant or Banian, fufpeSJed of being 
concerned with them 1 thefc (houid have been 
banifliixl your feulenients, and in flagrant inftancea 
-delivered up to the government. Three example^ 
of this, kind, >re dare fay, would have effedtually 
put a (lop to this Djifchief for ever : We think 
fome directions to the a)x>ve purport and intention 
were fent out by your Court of Dired:ors a few 
years ^o, but they were never put in pradice. 

To draw our foregoing anecdotes into a fmaller 
compafs, we b^ leave tp remind you, that we have 
fhewn two principal caules that gave rife to every 
conteft which happened between your fervants and 
the Goverament, down to the time of Surajud 
Dowla, viz. Your fervants trading in the tiire? 
ptx)hibited articles fo often mentioned, and their 
abule of the Company's Puttick, both rcpeat^ly 
forbid by your Court of Direftors under the fevercft 
Md inoft pofitive reftritStions, and yet both con- 
tinued, snd Utely the one of them abfolutely 
avowed, nay, even.ctmtendcd for by fome of your 
fervants with ifidecpncy, arrc^ancc and violence ; 
to the utter fubverfion of the laws and natural 
liberties of a country where you trade upon fuf^ 
ferance ■, as well as in deBance and difobedience 
of the r^t^ntfd CQtpm^d^ of thqr inafters af 
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'Let 0s Mk« it fhtfft irie««( thii goTemmeiie itt 
thcyear 1760,' when ~j*it few'* Vite Roy u the 
head of iti raiftd by your fertants from inotivcc 
of joftitt, jbirttd to the neceflity of ytvr a^ira » 
confinried by youifelvea in the opinion and judg- 
Jnent of your Direflors : Confider this Vice Roy 
making you princely donations of the moft valuable 
parts of his country ^ then fee your ferrants aim- 
ing to ftrip him of the remainder, the commercial 
legal daties which were to be his future fopport ia 
that government you had promoted him to— now 
fee him driven from two of his pfovinces for not 
tamely fubmttting to arrogant impontitMis— -then 
furcly you will bluOi for the reproaches fo wantohly 
thrown upon the Englilfa name and nation. But 
to return more immediately to our fut^eft. 

Soon after Mr. VanGttart's arrival to the Go* 
vernment of Fort William, fuch was the Uccntjout 
conduft of your fervants, more particularly at your 
fubordinatcs, in thofe aniclei of trade lb often far. 
bid both by the Company and GovemmeAt, tfu(: 
continual complaints came in of the unbounded 
violences of them and thdr agents. Mr. Vanfli> 
tart plainly faw, unle& fome remedy was applinJ, 
general confufion muft enfuc. He took a middle 
road, and formed a judicious plan that all partiet 
ought to have been fatisticd with, and^ as he ex- 
prefTcs it, would have reconciled all dificrences, 
frftithfully adhered to on both fides: The liber- 
ties of the Fhirmaunds couching thefe contelted 
articles, as well as the whole inland trade, had 
been given up and relinquiflicd by the Company 
long ago. — He has the merit of ftipultting for tho 
refuming thofe liberties, and preftrving them in 
perpetuity on terms highly advant^Cous to every 
oiie engaged in it, as we have already made ap> 
pear. It has been charged againlt him, thA ho 
concluded- this Treaty of Commerce without tho 
«0ent 
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aJfertt «f his Council. That he *as firft Invefted' 
with a dlfcretional power has been proved beyond' 
^ontradiftioti j and though it has been alfo infinu-' 
ated, he fiipijrefTed and never acknowledged the! 
receipt of a letter fent by the Council, revoking" 
that power, and containing a diflent to the terms.' 
of the Treaty iranfmitted to them by Mr. VtnCe-. 
tart: — yet— If fuch a revocation and diffcnt vris 
difpatched, it appears very extraordinary that his , 
enemies have not produced a copy of ic» lince, in 
other matters lels important, they have been fa 
minute. — Therefore it is no unrcafonable conclu- 
fion to fay, We believe no fuch letter was ever 
fent, — or it would certainly have appeared againft 

him. Another objection has been fVarted agdnft 

his conduct, for no^ giving ■ due time for this 
Treaty taking place. — To this we fay, thai pofli- 
bly he thought this licentious contraband trade of 
your fervants required an immediate check. — And 
as they had engaged in it, in dire£t breach of their 
maflers orders, and we fear in breach alfo of their 
covenants -, it was but juft they (hould fuffer the 
confequences, for they uirely had no title -to indul- 
gence. One objeaion only, to this Gendeman's 
conduct regarding this Treaty, remains unanfwered i 
and that is the article by which he gives the deci- 
fion of difputes into the hands of the Government's 
officers : but for this error lie has fo ingenuoufly 
apolc^fed himfelf, that nothing but ill-nature 
could be capable of continuing it as a charge 
againfl him. However, bad not the unhappy and 
ill-judged fecond deputation taken place, this error 
might ealily have been retrieved, and over-ruled 
i5 foon as the inconvcniencies had been difcovered. 
Concerning the prefent of Camen, (levelled at 
Mr. Vanftttart's reputation only) the charge is 
fo evidently malicious, as hardly to deferve a 
leply,— — If is a noKffioua truth, that at the cap^ 
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tare ^ Coflimbi^zar and Fott Williaoi, the. Go- 
•ivr'mmcht haicl ftprc both of cannon and field pieces 
■with their carriages, which th^y had fix months irj 
t)]cir ,poi[rcirion.—Su raj 11(3 DowU had 20 of the 
latter fo wefl conftru4';d by his.owp people, that 
they could Iiardly be known from thofe made in 
Europe. But we will not affront your undcrftand- 
'figt. by. dwelling longer in the refutation of a 
diarge fo repugnant |o ftnf? 9s well as decency. 



FINIS. 
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